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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 
 Today, we celebrate the Feast 
of the Most Holy Body and Blood 
of Christ, formerly known as 
“Corpus Christi.”  Many times, we 
think this day only in terms of 
receiving Communion or the Mass.  
But the scriptures offered to us 
today speak of another 
understanding of the “body and 
blood of Christ.”  We are 
celebrating the gift of God’s 
hospitality in the gift of Jesus, 
shared with the world in his 
personal fullness.  Luke’s account 
of the feeding of the 5,000 is 
situated in the part of his gospel 
that focuses on mission, and it can 
be seen as symbolic of the 
outreach of the church.  There is 
no special invitation to this 
Bethsaida meal, no house or 
dining hall in which to eat.  Even 
though Jesus had planned a kind 
of ministry “debriefing” session 
with his apostles, everyone who 
had found out where they were 
and followed them is welcomed at 
Bethsaida, and Jesus teaches and 
heals them until late in the day.  
The Twelve tell Jesus to send the 
crowd away to find shelter and 
food, neither of which is available 
in this lonely place, but Jesus 
responds with the challenge: “Give 
them some food yourselves.”  
Having just completed their first 
missionary field work of preaching, 

healing, and exorcising, the 
apostles are now called to 
partnership with Jesus in another 
apostolic mission – feeding the 
hungry crowds. 
 
 
 Jesus’ command that the 
Twelve seat the crowd in a 
hundred groups of fifty each is an 
image of the local churches 
gathered as the church universal.  
Just as Jesus has taught the crowd 
throughout the day, so he will now 
teach his disciples something 
more about the kingdom in action 
when he takes, blesses, breaks, 
and places the five loaves and two 
fish into the hands of the disciples 
to give to the crowd. 
 
 Luke obviously wants his 
community, and all hearers of the 
gospel, to connect this meal with 
the feeding traditions of his 
ancestors – the miraculous manna 
in the wilderness and the story of 
Elisha who fed a smaller crowd 
with loaves of bread, some of 
which were left over. Into this 
past, the present of the Gospel 
Bethsaida and all our eucharistic 
“Bethsaidas” are gathered. 
 
 When the fragments of the 
meals are collected, they fill 
twelve baskets.  Such is the 
superabundant hospitality of God 
in Christ, that there will always be 
more than enough to feed the 
future church of the Twelve when 
it gathers for its “Bethsaida” meal.  
But one thing is needed – hands to 
give the food to the people. The 
church, guided by the Spirit (about 
whom we have heard so much on 
the last two Sundays), needs a 
creative conversation with the 

words of Jesus at Bethsaida about 
the present shortage of ordained 
ministers to feed the hungry 
people of God and the right of the 
people to have access to the 
Eucharist. 
 
 There are other “Bethsaida” 
questions this gospel prompts us 
to raise: how are we to celebrate 
Eucharist in a world wounded by 
so much injustice?  Before Jesus 
fed the people, he taught, healed, 
and exorcised.  What are the 
paralyzing hungers of people who 
are physically starving, spiritually 
deprived, or psychologically 
damaged that we need to feed?  
What are the “demons” that need 
to be exorcised from ourselves 
and our communities so our 
celebration of Eucharist is not 
hypocritical?  Yes, Eucharist is 
more than just receiving 
Communion.  It is to transform us 
into the living Body of Christ 
following the example of the one 
who first called us. 
 
 Today, we honor our fathers 
as we celebrate Father’s Day.  It is 
an interesting 
history that we 
came to 
celebrate this 
day to honor 
our fathers.  
First, it had 
experienced some push back from 
men who thought that it was 
going to be a day like Mother’s 
Day with all its flowers and 
feminine items.  But, over time, 
that sentiment  
changed.  The first Father’s Day 
was celebrated on July 5, 1908, in 
Fairmont, WV after a mining 
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Readings for the Week of June 19, 2022 

 
Sunday The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body  
 and Blood of Christ 
 Gn 14:18-20; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; 1 Cor 11:23-26;  
 Lk 9:11b-17 
 
Monday 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3, 4-5, 12-13; Mt 7:1-5 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 
 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36;  
 Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint John Fisher, Bishop and  
 Martyr and Saint Thomas More, Martyr 
 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3; Ps 119:33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 40; 
 Mt 7:15-20 
 
Thursday Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 
 Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14 ab, 14c-15;  
 Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 
 
Friday Solemnity of Most Sacred Heart of Jesus  
 Ez 34:11-16; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Rom 5:5b-11;  
 Lk 15:3-7 
 
Saturday Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the  
 Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-7, 20-21;  
 Lk 2:41-51 
 
Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11;  
 Gal 5:1, 13-18; Lk 9:51-62 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
Tuesday, June 21 
  Mass 
 
Wednesday, June 22 
  Mass 
 
Thursday, June 23 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Saturday, June 25 
 9:00-10:00 AM  
  Rite of Reconciliation 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, June 26 
 9:30 AM Mass 
              Summer Schedule 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

 

Jerome “Jerry” Mousseau 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
Jerry whom you have called to be 
with you.  May the calming peace 
of your love be with their families.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O 
Lord, and may the perpetual light 
shine upon them.  Amen. 
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The Most Holy Body and Blood of  Christ

First Reading: Genesis 14:18-20

Today’s reading from the book of Genesis tells us all we know about an obscure king manned Melchizedek.  
Abraham had just won a military victory, and Melchizedek honors him with a meal of bread and wine.  Over the 
course of time, this meal was seen as a distant foreshadowing of the Eucharist, which is why this passage was 
chosen for today’s feast.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

The first letter to the Corinthians was written about 25 years after Christ’s death and resurrection.  Today’s 
passage contains our earliest written account of what Jesus did at the Last Supper.  It predates even the Gospels.

Gospel Reflection: Luke 9:11-17

The meal Jesus provided contains a challenge: “Why do you not give 
them something to eat?”  This reminds all who are fed by Jesus’ body 
and blood that the satisfaction of our spiritual and physical hunger 
prepares us and makes us responsible to seek, serve and satisfy the 
hungers of others.  This food tells us that God is good, that Jesus loves 
us beyond all telling, and that Jesus remains forever present to us in 
our eating and sharing.  The only prerequisite for receiving is a hunger 
for God and God’s presence in one’s life.

For your reflection:  How can I be “Eucharist” to others?  How do I 
nourish or feed the lives of others?

Stewardship Reflections

“They all ate and were satisfied.  And when the leftover fragments 
were picked up, they filled twelve wicker baskets.”                Luke 9:17

The story of the Loaves and Fishes shows us that when you share what 
you have, even if it doesn’t seem like that much, miracles can happen!  
Do not think that your gift is too small or insignificant!  Each of us has a 
role in God’s plan; you just need to place your trust in the Lord.  
Nothing is impossible with God.  You may be the answer to someone else’s prayer.

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

In today’s gospel Jesus teaches we will find abundance by sharing the little we have. No matter how little time, 
money or food we have, it is enough to share. .

Valentin de Boulogne, 1625–26 
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Prayers

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially:

Lisa A.
Tom K.
Tim R.
Brian
Lisa
Jo Vitu
Laurie Posekany
Al V.
Betty

And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities.

We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on June 30 .  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer list.
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In Our Parish
Summer Parish Office Hours

Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 4:00pm
Friday - Closed

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ● Monday, June 27  ● 7:00 PM 

Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be registered St. 
Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Please contact the Parish 
Office 989-799-2460 x 4 to register. 

Food Program Outreach  •  Old Town Christian Outreach  •  June 25 & 26

Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned soups, crackers, 
package dinners, canned meats, canned vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals 
and any household paper products or cleaning products ie: dish/laundry detergents, 
cleaners, paper towel/toilet paper.  Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 
Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602. 

Special News
Catholic Diocese of Saginaw Priest’s 
Retirement Fund
Please generously consider the Catholic 
Diocese of Saginaw Priests’ Retirement 
Fund.  Your gift goes directly to the diocese 
priests’ pension plan, where it is invested 
and held in a trust account.  The pension 
plan provides for the monthly pension and medical benefits of our currently retired 
priests and helps fund the future retirement of our active priests.  Envelopes for this 
special collection are in your regular envelope packet or you can donate online through 
the Diocese website – www.saginaw.org/priestsretirement

God our Father, 
in your wisdom and love 
you made all things. 
Bless these men, 
that they may be strengthened as 
Christian fathers. 
Let the example of their faith and love 
shine forth.  
Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 
may honor them 
always with a spirit of 
profound respect.  

Grant this through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
~ Book of Blessings
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accident in which hundreds of men 
died.  It was more of a local tradition 
and had no far-reaching effect.  In 
1909, Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, 
WA, after attending a Mother’s Day 
celebration, came up with the idea. 
She convinced the Spokane 
Ministerial Association and the YMCA 
to set aside a Sunday in June to 
celebrate fathers.  She wanted June 5, 
her father’s birthday, but the 
ministerial association settled on the 
third Sunday to give them more time  
to prepare their sermons after 
Mother’s Day.  Here is the path of 
how it became a national holiday.  In 
1916, President Woodrow Wilson and 
his family personally observed the 
day.  Eight years later, President                

  Calvin Coolidge signed a resolution in 
favor of Father’s Day “to establish 
more intimate relations between 
fathers and their children and to 
impress upon fathers the full 
measure of their obligations.”  In 
1966, President Lyndon Johnson 
signed an executive order that the 
holiday be celebrated on the third 
Sunday in June.  Under President 
Richard Nixon, in 1972, Congress 
passed an act officially making 
Father’s Day a national holiday.  So, 
fathers, we honor you  
and celebrate your gift to families 
and friends.  Enjoy the day. 
 
 Next weekend, we will be saying 
farewell to Fr Kevin.  He has been 

part of our parish for the past year 
and has become a great part of our 
lives.  You will have the opportunity 
to thank him next weekend for his 
ministry here as well as wish him 
well in his new assignment.  We will 
be celebrating with him after both 
masses next weekend. 
 
 Summer has arrived this past 
week and, as the song goes, “and 
the livin’ is easy.”  Remember to 
take it easy during these summer 
months and enjoy the time of rest, 
relaxation, and recreation.  Have a 
blessed week. 

Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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Around Our Parish 
 

Saginaw Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

The Saginaw Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will 

offer a Mini- Retreat for all women of the diocese at St. 

Agnes Church, Freeland, on Saturday, July 9.   The half-

day activities start at 9 a.m. (registration begins at 8:30) 

and will end at approximately 12:45 p.m.  The retreat 

leader will be Fr. Jose Cabrera who will give everyone a 

prayerful opportunity to write their favorite biblical 

passages by hand.  Praying the rosary & Mass will be 

included.  The cost for the retreat is $12 (in advance/

incl. morning snack; no lunch).  Please RSVP to Rita 

Maher (989-635-7072) before July 5. 

 

 

Christ the Good Shepherd  ●  Saturday  ●  5:30 PM 

Mass 

All are welcome to attend Mass a littler later on 
Saturday due to summer activities at Christ the Good 
Shepherd (St. Helen Church) 2415 N. Charles.  
 
Family Faith Day theme: Blowing in the Wind  

A Family Faith Day will be held at St. Dominic Parish - St. 
Stephen campus (2711 Mackinaw) Monday, June 20th 
beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Come join us for fun, formation 
and interaction with other families.  This event is geared 
toward families who have K-5th grade children, but all 
ages are welcome.  If the weather is nice, we will 
conduct some of the event outdoors so bring something 
to sit on.  Contact Chris Platko for more information or 
to register (989)799-2334 ext. 12 
or cplatko@stdomincsaginaw.org  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar .. Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............. Summer Hours    9:30 AM

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

R.F. Koester Inc.
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

Today’s Psalm reminds us that we 
have been crowned with glory and 
honor and given rule over the works 
of God’s hands.  But we must be good 
stewards, for the Lord will surely hold 
us accountable for the use of those 
gifts! 

June 12, 2022 
Envelopes ...........................$9,178.00
Loose .....................................$577.00
Electronic (ACH)..................$1,248.00
Priest Retirement ..................$400.00
Brown Bag .................................$5.00
Total..................................$11,408.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Join us for a  

light social  

of THANKSGIVING  

for Fr. Kevin  

after Mass on  

Saturday June 25 and  

Sunday June 26  
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1258

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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