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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 
 Have you noticed our parish’s 
mission statement in the bulletin? If 
not, here it is: “We, the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Parish Community, united 
by our love for God and one 
another, are called to evangelize 
through worship, service, life-long 
learning, promoting God’s truth, 
peace, and justice, and respecting 
all creation.”  All sorts of 
communities have created “Mission 
Statements” to keep forward what 
they are about. Today, Luke 
presents the early church’s 
“mission statement” and a practical 
handbook for its implementation.  
Our society is different – travel, 
communication, economics, multi-
culturalism, and multi-faith 
contacts have changed greatly from 
a generation ago, let alone almost 
two millennia.  So, how is this 
gospel relevant today? How can we 
distill the essence of its truth so it 
can inform our current mission? 
 
 First, the world needs the 
mission of Christians because there 
is a plentiful harvest waiting to be 
reaped.  Second, prayer to “the 
master of the harvest” is essential 
for the empowering of the 
harvesters.  Third, because it is 
Jesus who sends us on mission, we 
can go in confident of his active 
protection.  This is not to discount 
the fourth missionary principle – 

the reminder that there are 
“wolves” to be confronted on the 
way-personal, communal, and 
structural realities that will try to 
hunt down and consume those who 
proclaim the gospel.  Every 
generation of Christians needs the 
gift of discernment so we can name 
and recognize these “wolves.”  
 
 Fifth, in our mobile society, we 
know that to travel well is to travel 
lightly.  When the goal of our 
journey is the reign of God, then 
money, possessions (or 
possessiveness?), or concern with 
status can be hindering baggage. 
“Carry no money bag, no sack, no 
sandals” is again a device of 
exaggeration that would have been 
understood by Luke’s communities 
as emphasizing the urgency of the 
mission.  The same is true for the 
sixth warning to “greet no one,” not 
a recommendation for brash 
impoliteness, but a condemnation 
of social idleness and time-
consuming gossip. 
 
 Whether accepted or rejected, 
the precious gift of Christ’s healing 
peace, not a false or conventional 
greeting, is to be offered to the 
household that the missionaries 
visit.  This seventh instruction put 
into the disciples’ mouths Jesus’ 
own resurrection greeting of Easter 
eve, “Peace be with you,” to be 
freely accepted or rejected. 
 
 Hospitality that is graciously 
accepted and allows the host to 
dictate the “menu” not only at 
meals but also in the broader 
cultural context of the table of life, 
is the eighth principle.  Good 
missionaries do not impose their 
own cultural expectations on others 
but are nourished by whatever the 

host offers, both personal and 
social.  This does not deny efforts to 
dismantle social barriers, and the 
mention of the curing of the sick 
reminds us that this is a work of 
loving service that speaks a 
universal language of care and 
respect for suffering humanity, no 
matter what a person’s culture or 
social status. Accepted or rejected, 
the message is the same: “The 
kingdom of God is at hand.”  And 
so, the ninth missionary principle is 
the realistic expectation of failure, 
of being resisted and rejected as 
Jesus was.  
 
 The tenth and last principle of 
the missionary charter is that no 
matter what, we persevere in our 
proclamation of the reign of God by 
our words, our relationships, and 
our rituals.  The closing mention of 
Sodom is not in reference to any 
sexual immorality, but to the great 
sin of denying hospitality to God’s 
messengers.  That is what disciples 
of Jesus are.  Those who deny them 
a welcome will be judged by what 
they reject – the reign of God. 
 
 Monday, the 4th of July, is 
Independence Day.  
It is a holiday, so 
the parish offices 
are closed. But it is 
also the day when 
we celebrate our freedom and 
independence since 1776.  At a 
time when we constantly question 
what freedoms we have, let us 
remember that, like the early 
Church, all was not easy going. 
There were disagreements that 
almost split this young nation 
apart. Those who have gone 
before us have fought,  

 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of July 3, 2022 

 
Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 66:10-14c; Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20; Gal 6:14-18; 
 Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or Lk 10:1-9 
 
Monday Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 2; 
 Mt 9:18-26 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Anthony Mary Zaccaria, Priest 
 Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 9-10;  
 Mt 9:32-38 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr 
 Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt 10:1-7 
 
Thursday Hos 11:1-4, 8c-9; Ps 80:2ac & 3b, 15-16; Mt 10:7-15 
 
Friday Hos 14:2-10; Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 & 17;  
 Mt 10:16-23 
 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest,  
 and Companions, Martyrs 
 Is 6:1-8; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Mt 10:24-33 
 
Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Dt 30:10-14; Ps 69:14,17,30-31,33-34,36,37 or  
 Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Col 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
Tuesday, July 5 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, July 6 
  Mass 
 
Thursday, July 7 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Saturday, July 9 
 9:00-10:00 AM 
         Individual Rite of Penance 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, July 10 
 9:30 AM Mass 
              Summer Schedule 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

Patricia L. Smith 

John J. “Jack” Donahue II 

Kellen “Kelly” Gildenstern 

 
 
 

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
Patricia, John and Kellen whom you 
have called to be with you.  May 
the calming peace of your love be 
with their families.  Eternal rest 
grant unto them, O Lord, and may 
the perpetual light shine upon 
them.  Amen. 
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Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 66:10-14c 

The last part of the book of Isaiah contains the words of a prophet who lived after the Jews returned from exile in 
Babylon.  In today’s reading (which is a poem), the prophet sees a bright future for Jerusalem, and uses the image of 
God as a mother. 
 
Second Reading: Galatians 6:14-18 

In Galatia, a group of Christian attacked Paul’s credentials as an apostle and accused him of false teaching because he 
said people can be saved without abiding by the Jewish law.  In this passage from the end of his letter to the 
Galatians, Paul defends his right to teach, and stresses that faith in the law has been replaced by faith in Jesus. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

The disciples are encouraged to share Jesus’ sense of mission and ministry.  He sends them out and instructs them to 
travel light, live simply, and allow the needs of others to plot their course and plan their agenda.  Jesus taught his 
disciples that their mission on behalf of the kingdom had to be fueled with prayer - prayer alone and prayer together.  
Our joy as disciples is not that we have certain gifts or powers, but that we belong to Jesus, accepted, called and sent.  
Our missionary sending is renewed at the end of every Eucharist: “The Mass is ended.  Go in peace….” 

For your reflection:  To use an image from scripture, what in your life do you need to “shake the dust from your feet” 
so you can be a person of peace and a peaceable person? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“He said to them, ‘The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few…’” Luke 10:2 

As Catholics we are all called to serve.  Each of us has been given “charisms” otherwise known as gifts from the Holy 
Spirit to help build God’s Church.  Our charisms can only be used for good.  We know that we are using them in the 
right ministry when we are filled with joy and we want to share stories about our charitable works.  Discern how God 
is calling you to use your charisms.  Say “yes” to what God is calling you to do and then do it!  Share your joy and 
invite others to do the same. 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

Just like the seventy two disciples sent out by Jesus in today’s gospel, families are expected to be MISSIONARIES. By 
our lives, words and life style we proclaim peace, commitment, fidelity and respect to a culture caught up with 
violence and gratification.  
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In Our Parish 

Book of Intentions  

Praying for each other’s intentions 
is an important part of our parish 
life.  During each  Mass, you will 
usually hear an intention for “the 
prayers in our hearts and for the 
special intentions mentioned in our petition book.”  Write your intentions in the 
Book of Petitions.  The parish petition book is located on the stand in the narthex.  
The petitions in the book are anonymous. 

 

Funeral Luncheon Hosts/Hostesses Needed 

Seeking men/women to serve as hosts/hostesses for catered parish funeral 
luncheons.  Time commitment would be 2-2 1/2 hours.  Job duties: greeting 
family, assisting with elevator and light clean up following meal.  Call Karen Bartels 
at 989-295-7951 for more information. 

 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register 

You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or register for a 
class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be 
registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms 
are held on the first weekend of the month. 

 

Food Program Outreach  •  East Side Soup Kitchen  •  July 9 & 10 

The food collection for next weekend will be for the EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN.  
Thank you for your continuing support.  ESSK is in always need of the following 
items:  #10 cans of Corn, Green Beans, Carrots, and Peas, Peaches, Pears, and Fruit 
Cocktail; Applesauce, Pork & Beans; Juice/Kool-Aid Pouches, Small Bottled Water, 
Yams/Sweet Potatoes, Pudding & Fruit Cups any kind of Packaged Cookies and 
Cooking Spray.  Monetary donations can be sent directly to 940 E. Genesee, 
Saginaw, MI 48607, checks payable East Side Soup Kitchen. 

Prayers 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially: 
 
Lisa A. 
Tom K. 
Tim R. 
Brian 
Lisa 
Jo Vitu 
Laurie Posekany 
Al V. 
Betty 
Karen V. 
Lois B. 
 

And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on June 30 .  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer list. 

Special News 
THANK YOU St. Thomas Aquinas for your generous donation of $10,732.00 to the 
2022 Diocese of Saginaw Priests’ Retirement Fund.   

Your gifts will go directly to the diocese priests’ pension plan, where they are 
invested and held in a trust account.  The pension plan provides for the monthly 
pension and medical benefits of our currently retired priests and helps fund the 
future retirement of our active priests.  www.saginaw.org/priestsretirement  
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Welcome Visitors & Friends
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member.
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prayed, and struggled for freedoms 
for all people.  Remember, just as 
the early Church struggled with 
Jesus’ gospel message, we, as a 
nation, struggle to understand the 

thinking of those men who wrote 
and established this country.  It says 
in those early documents – “All men 
(people, I would substitute) are 
created equal.” Not just those who 
we or anyone thinks are equal.  We 
have a long way to go as a nation to 

reach that ideal of equality for all 
people.  It is what our forefathers 
wanted. It is the challenge of the 
Gospel.  It is the mission we are 
called to profess and live.  Have a 
great week.

Around Our Parish
KC #4232 Morning Parish Breakfast  ●  July 17

9:00 AM-12:30 PM

Includes scrambled eggs, pancakes, hash browns, 

sausage, coffee, juice and milk.  Adults $9.00; ages 6-12, 

$5.00 & Under 5 Free.  All proceeds go to St. John 

Vianney Parish.

Christ the Good Shepherd

Saturday  ● 5:30 PM Mass

All are welcome to attend Mass a littler later on 
Saturday due to summer activities at Christ the Good 
Shepherd (St. Helen Church) 2415 N. Charles. 

Bubbles, pinwheels, and a water balloon challenge….oh my!  

Family Faith Day in June was a delight as we had fun exploring together how the Holy Spirit is 

present in our lives and richly blesses us with fruits of joy, kindness, patience, self-control…

and so much more.   Come join us on July 18th for our next Family Faith Day.  Watch the 

bulletin or St. Dominic Parish Website for more information.
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............. Summer Hours    9:30 AM

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Remer Plumbing, 
Heating & AC Inc.

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship
“The harvest is rich,” Jesus tells the 
seventy-two in today’s Gospel, “but 
the workers are few.”  The situation is 
the same today.  How can I help with 
God’s harvest?  Am I called in to the 
field?  Am I one would could provide 
food or shelter or wages to those who 
toil in the fields of the Lord? 

June 26, 2022 
Envelopes ...........................$6,527.00
Loose ..................................$3,650.00
Electronic (ACH).....................$843.00
Priest Retirement ...............$1,396.00
Brown Bag .............................$125.00
Total .................................$12,541.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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