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“There is need of only one thing.   
Mary has chosen the better part  

and it will not be taken from her.” 
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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . .  

 Jesus and his companions 
arrive at the home of Martha and 
Mary after a journey.  It would be 
impossible to have Jesus leave 
them outside the door and 
present himself as a privileged 
solo guest to the house at 
Bethany.  There must have been 
quite a crowd of people.  Martha 
emerges as the dominant sister – 
the house is described as her 
home; she is the one who 
“welcomed” him; Mary is her 
sister.  What distracts Martha is 
her service, her “diakonia” – a 
word that had a much broader 
meaning than only domestic 
duties in the early church.  She 
complains that Mary sitting at 
Jesus’ feet is no help to her 
ministry.  She, Martha, has been 
left to cope on her own.  Like the 
lawyer in last week’s parable, 
Martha is indulging ins self-
justification. 
 
 In response, Jesus 
admonishes the one who 
criticizes, and he defends the 
criticized.  Mary has chosen the 
better part on this occasion, he 
says, but it is only a part of the 
way the two sisters are to be of 
service to Jesus, not the whole 
pictures; nor is either sister’s 

service of Jesus constant or 
unwavering.  Only both sisters, 
together, can accommodate Jesus 
in the way he should be 
welcomed. 
 
 We do not have to divide the 
world between competing poets, 
prophets, and pragmatists; not do 
we need to choose once and for 
all between contemplation and 
action.  Rather, what will unite us 
is to welcome all, to respect our 
differences, or to accept that we 
may be sometimes one and 
sometimes the other. 
 
 There is a medieval legend 
that describe Martha and Mary 
traveling together to France, 
where Martha became a dragon-
slayer.  Mary was there too, 
teaching and preaching as an 
active servant of the word she had 
once heart at Jesus’ feet.  There 
are many women in our own times 
who have been at the forefront in 
“slaying” political “dragons.” 
These women are also women of 
prayer liked, for example, the 
“Women in Black.”  This 
movement began in 1988 with 
Israeli and Palestinian women 
united in keeping weekly public 
and prayerful vigils at the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem to protest Israeli 
occupation of the Wes Bank and 
Gaza.  Since then, the movement 
has spread worldwide to different 
situations and places of prayer as 
a peaceful protest about social 
injustices. 
 
 Many people, especially the 
young are eager for both social 
action and service to the 
disadvantaged, while also 
searching for a spirituality that is 

contemplative but does not 
retreat into introspection.  A 
wonderful example of this is the 
“Sant’Egidio Community,” a lay 
community founded in Rome in 
1968 by university students, and 
now comprising over 50,000 
members in more than seventy 
countries and four continents.  Its 
solidarity with and ministry to the 
poor, efforts for peace and 
ecumenism, are founded on 
personal and communal prayer. 
Every night at the church of Santa 
Maria in Trastevere, hundreds 
gather with members of the 
community for Evening Prayer and 
the sharing of the Word.  To divide 
and divorce the Martha and Mary 
in each of us is a real temptation. 
Both are needed to keep vigil and 
to be present to Christ when he is 
again in agony in our suffering 
brothers and sisters. 
 
 Last week, I mentioned that 
there will be no morning masses 
this week as I am traveling to 
Minnesota to check up on my last 
surviving aunt.  She has the 
beginnings of congestive heart 
failure and has been in and out of 
the hospital over the past few 
months because of it.  They are 
working to get the medications 
balanced to give her a good 
quality of life.  She seems to be 
doing better, but I am still 
traveling there to check up on her. 
Please keep us in your prayers. 
There are cards in the Narthex 
with the daily Mass schedules in 
the neighboring parishes.  If there 
is an emergency, please contact 
the parish office. 
 

 
(continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of July 17, 2022 

 
Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Gn 18:1-10a; Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5; Col 1:24-28;  
 Lk 10:38-42 
 
Monday Memorial of Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest 
 Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 & 23;  
 Mt 12:38-42 
 
Tuesday Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8; Mt 12:46-50 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr 
 Jer 1:1, 4-10; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15 & 17;  
 Mt 13:1-9 
 
Thursday Memorial of Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest  
 and Doctor of the Church 
 Jer 2:1-3,7-8,12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11;  
 Mt 13:10-17 
 
Friday Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene 
 Sgs 3:1-4b; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Bridget of Sweden, Religious 
 Jer 7:1-11; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a & 8a, 11; Mt 13:24-30 
 
Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Gn 18:20-32; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8; Col 2:12-14;  
 Lk 11:1-13 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
 

NO MASS  
Tuesday, July 19 

Wednesday, July 20 
Thursday, July 21 

 
Saturday, July 23 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, July 24 
 9:30 AM Mass 
              Summer Schedule 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Genesis 18:1-10 

Chapters 12 to 25 of Genesis contain narratives about Abraham and Sarah, our father and mother in faith.  Today 
the couple is visited by mysterious messengers from God.  With customary Middle-Eastern hospitality, Abraham 
and Sarah lavishly welcome and feed the visitors who, in turn, promise something wonderful. 

 
Second Reading:  Colossians 1:24-28 

The letter to the Colossians was written around 80 A.D. to Christians who lived at Colossae, a city in what is today 

Turkey.  A major emphasis of this letter is that Christ is the source of every grace and blessing that comes to 

human beings. 

 
Gospel Reflection: Luke 10:38-42 

What can a dinner at the home of Mary and Martha teach about being a disciple of Jesus?  To love God, to love 
Jesus and to welcome his presence into our lives requires an ongoing attentive receptivity.  A life that is too busy, 
whose priorities are disordered or undefined will become scattered or distracted.  There is “no room” for Jesus in 
such a hectic heart.  We can learn for Mary who stopped to receive Jesus and enabled herself to listen, to learn 
how to live, love, serve, and how to be a disciple.  Action or service is prompted or supported by prayer, and 
prayer prompts us to serve. 

For your reflection:  Martha and Mary show two ways of being in Jesus’ presence: one through active service, and 
the other through prayer or listening.  Which of these sisters am I most like?  Why? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“…I am a minister in accordance with God’s stewardship given to me to bring to completion for you the word of 
God.”   Colossians 1:25 

We are all called to evangelize – to convert individuals and society by the divine power of the Gospel.  Our faith is 
more attractive to others by our actions than by our words alone.  We may not be called to evangelize like St. Paul, 
but we should look for opportunities to share our faith through our actions and words, especially with those 
closest to us, like our family, friends and neighbors.  Pray for the courage to joyfully express your faith the next 
time the opportunity arises. 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

Cell phones, emails, faxes, texts and voice mails can reduce our lives to a continual series of interrupted moments. 
Listen to Jesus in today’s gospel: “You are anxious about many things” robbing us of the precious time needed to 
BE with others.  Quality time is QUANTITY time.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Our Parish 

Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Bible 
Study & Sharing is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. 

 

Brown Bag Challenge  ●   July 23/24  ●  July 30/31 

We will collect JUICE DRINK BOXES/BAGS along with the regular list of items needed.  
You have done a wonderful job in the past challenges and know that you will continue 
to help us serve those in need.  Remember that we pack 40 sack lunches three times a 
week, for a total of 120 lunches. 

 

Food Program Outreach  •  Old Town Christian Outreach  •  July 23 & 24 

Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned soups, crackers, 
package dinners, canned meats, canned vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals 
and any household paper products or cleaning products ie: dish/laundry detergents, 
cleaners, paper towel/toilet paper.  Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 
Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.  

 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register 

You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or register for a class.  
Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be registered St. 
Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first 
weekend of the month. 

Prayers 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially: 
 
Lisa A. 
Tom K. 
Tim R. 
Brian 
Lisa 
Jo Vitu 
Laurie Posekany 
Al V. 
Betty 
Dennis B. 
Lois B.  
Karen V. 
Linda Smith 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on July 29 .  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer list. 

Special News 
Mission Appeal 2022 

The Sisters of Norte Dame de Namur  ●  Invitation to Partnership  ●  July 30 & 31 

Sr. Judith Clemens, SNDdeN will speak on behalf of the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur ministries in Africa and Latin America on Saturday, July 30 and Sunday, July 
31.  She will tell the Notre Dame story from personal experience throughout 
countries in Africa and Latin America.  The financial appeal that she will make is on 
behalf of the ministry needs in evangelization, education, pastoral and health care. 
 
The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, were founded in 1804 
by Marie Rose Julie Billiart, a French peasant women.  The 
vision and hope of St. Julie Billiart was that her sisters would 
go throughout the world, proclaiming God's loving care for all 
peoples.  Today, the Sisters of Notre Dame serve in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, Latin America and the United States. T 
hroughout their long history as an educational order, they 
have always emphasized the care of those living in poverty in the most abandoned 
places.  They are women of courage and faith, unafraid of the personal cost of the 
living out of the Gospel.  They stand with the poor through a diversity of educational 
ministries at all levels of society. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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(counited from page 2) 
 
It’s hard to believe that July is 
already half over.  That means that 
in another 5 weeks, school will be 
beginning, and the summer is 
over.  Not to rush these days, but 
it is a reminder that we are to 

relish these summer days and use 
the time for rest, relaxation, and 
renewal of spirit.  Have a blessed 
week. 

Around Our Parish 
 

Mission and Methods: Basic Catechist Certification – 

Presented by Peg McEvoy, Vicariate 2 Liaison and 

Coordinator of Faith and Catechist Formation/OCIA for 

the Diocese of Saginaw.  

This in-person training is for parish catechists and 

catechetical leaders and will be held on the following 

dates and locations: 

 Saturday, August 20, from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., at 

Good Shepherd Parish, 4476 N. Washington St., 

Ubly.  Cost is $20 and includes lunch.  Deadline to 

register is Monday, August 15. 

 Saturday, September 24, from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 

p.m., at the Center for Ministry, 5802 Weiss St., 

Saginaw.  Cost is $35 and includes lunch.  Deadline 

to register is Friday, September 16. 

 Saturday, October 8, from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., at 

St. Michael Parish of Maple Grove, 17994 Lincoln 

Rd., New Lothrop.  Cost is $20 and includes lunch. 

Deadline to register is Friday, September 30. 

In the morning, we will pray together and explore Jesus’ 

missionary mandate and what it means for us today as 

catechists in the parishes of the Diocese of Saginaw.  In 

the afternoon, we will cover the basics of being a 

catechist and explore resources and techniques 

available to help this beautiful adventure with Jesus and 

his young disciples.  If you are able, please bring your 

catechist manual.  For registration, click on the following 

link: https://dioceseofsaginawweb.myshelby.org/

default.aspx?page=3347.  Late registrants may be 

responsible for providing their own lunch.  Please 

contact Peg McEvoy at pmcevoy@dioceseofsaginaw.org 

or call 989.797.6608 with any questions.  For assistance 

with registration, please contact Amy Dore at 

adore@dioceseofsaginaw.org or call 989.797.6654. 

 

 

World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal -  

Join Bishop Gruss and other young adults from the 

Diocese of Saginaw as they travel to Lisbon, Portugal to 

celebrate World Youth Day 2023, from July 30 – August 

7. The trip includes World Youth Day events, an 

excursion to Fatima, and Mass with the Pope. For 

information and to register, click on the following link: 

https://www.ctscentral.net/trips/libson/saginaw-

messing-wyd-20230730/ 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............. Summer Hours    9:30 AM

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Skorupski Funeral 
Homes

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship
Today’s readings speak of hospitality. 
Abraham, who cheerfully did for his 
guests all that desert hospitality 
required, was rewarded with his 
heart’s desire, a son.  Martha also 
busied herself with all the details of 
hospitality, but grudgingly and with 
complaint.  Am I a cheerful or a 
grudging giver? 

July 10, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $8,779.00
Loose ..................................... $564.00
Electronic (ACH) .................... $608.00
Priest Retirement .................... $25.00
Total ................................... $9,976.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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