
 
  
  

 
 

“And I teel you, ask and you will receive; 
seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be 
opened to you. 
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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 Why do we pray?  If we think 
it is to convince God of something 
that we need or want, then we are 
way off base.  We pray (or should 
pray) to ask God to make us 
available to the divine will and to 
share our concerns with God, to 
place these under God’s loving 
judgment.  It is not an effort to 
change God, but to change 
ourselves. Luke is the one 
evangelist who speaks most about 
prayer.  His gospel begins and 
ends in the context of prayer.  At 
significant moments in his life, 
Jesus prays, and his example leads 
the disciples to ask him, “Lord, 
teach us to pray just as John 
taught his disciples.”  Luke’s 
version of Jesus response is direct, 
shorter, simpler than Matthew’s 
and expresses the deepest reality 
of Jesus’ relationship with his God, 
into which he wants his disciples 
to be drawn.  The words are no 
magic formulas – they help us to 
realize the personal reality of the 
One to whom we pray.  
 
 Our familiarity with the Lord’s 
Prayer may blunt our appreciation 
of its radical, even subversive, 
teaching about prayer.  It is to be 
the prayer of a community that is 
conscious both of its intimate 

relationship with God and its 
presence in and responsibility for 
the world.  In both the Old and 
New Testaments, God is “Father,” 
a metaphor vastly different from 
that of the powerful Roman 
emperor, the “father of the 
homeland,” or the authoritarian 
father of the family social unit. 
Especially in the Gospels, God is 
the Abba of Jesus, in loving, 
faithful, and intimate relationship 
with the Beloved Son.  The 
kingdom for which disciples pray is 
not a kingdom of political power, 
but one that belongs to the poor, 
the liberated, excluded women, or 
forgiven sinners just t name a few.  
That we may be changed, we pray 
for bread, forgiveness, and 
deliverance. 
 
 Given Luke’s emphasis on 
hospitality, prayer for “our daily 
bread” is probably a request for 
this basic necessity that should be 
shared with the poor.  We also 
need to be nourished with one 
another’s forgiveness, because 
God will never starve us of 
forgiveness, and God’s behavior 
must be the norm for his sons and 
daughters. us.  To live in this way 
will save us at the time of the 
“final test.”  The only other time 
that Luke uses the same word for 
“test” or temptation is again in the 
context of prayer in Gethsemane, 
when Jesus urges the disciples, 
who slept while Jesus prayed, to 
“get up and pray that you may not 
undergo the test.” 
 
 The Lord’s Prayer is no magic 
formula.  It is an instruction about 
the Father to whom Jesus and his 
disciples pray.  Jesus affirms what 
should be the quality of our prayer 

by telling two parables, both of 
which describe situations to which 
the response to “Just suppose” 
would be “Never!”  What is 
described in the parable of the 
Friends at Midnight concerns 
three friends – the one who 
arrives unexpectedly, the host, 
and the one to whom the latter 
goes to ask for bread because he 
has run out of his own supply.  To 
fail in hospitality by not being able 
to offer the barest sustenance to a 
friends or guest would be 
shameful, and if the third friend 
did not unbolt his door and help 
out, his shame would be the talk 
of his neighbors who no doubt 
would hear the midnight 
disturbance.  If we are in an 
enduring relationship as prayer 
“friends” with God, we can be 
assured that God will be 
hospitable to us in our need. 
 
 A few weeks ago, I shared 
with the parish that Bishop Gruss 
has restored the permission of 
Communion from the Cup during 
Mass.  I am starting to get some 
questions as to when we are going 
to begin this practice.  Because of 
the summer months, many of our 
Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion (EMHCs) are away 
from the parish.  So, we are going 
to hold off until the fall.  We have 
scheduled a meeting for all the 
EMHCs on Thursday, September 8. 
After that meeting, we should be 
able to restart the practice within 
a couple of weeks.  Stay tuned for 
more details. 
 

(continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of July 24, 2022 

 
Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Gn 18:20-32; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8;  
 Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13 
 
Monday 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6;  
 Mt 20:20-28 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne,  
 Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Jer 14:17-22; Ps ; 79:8, 9, 11 & 13; Mt 13:36-43 
 
Wednesday Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 18;  
 Mt 13:44-46 
 
Thursday Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab; Mt 13:47-53 
 
Friday Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 
 Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Jn 11:19-27 
 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and 
 Doctor of the Church 
 Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34;  
 Mt 14:1-12 
 
Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ecc 1:2; 2:21-23; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 & 17;  
 Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
 

 
Tuesday, July 26 
  Mass 
 
Wednesday, July 27 
  Mass 
 
Thursday, July 28 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Saturday, July 30 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, July 31 
 9:30 AM Mass 
              Summer Schedule 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Genesis 18:20-32 

Today’s passage from Genesis is another episode from the life of Abraham, our father in faith.  He lived near 
Sodom, a city notorious for its wickedness.  In this passage, Abraham employs the Middle-Eastern technique of 
bartering to negotiate with God over the future of that city. 
 
Second Reading:  Colossians 2:12-14 

This week we continue our series of four readings from the letter to the Colossians.  We have seen how this letter 
emphasizes Christ as the sole mediator between God and all creation.  Today’s passage speaks of how we are 
incorporated into Christ. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Luke 11:1-13 

“Lord, teach us to pray.”  Jesus introduces his disciples (us) into the never-ending conversation with God.  Jesus 
teaches us that prayers is an necessary to the life of a believer as breathing.  He encourages his disciples to pray 
persistently, without hesitation and completely free of doubt.  God hears, God knows, God answers, God gives 
what is needed because God loves as a father and as a mother loves a child.  Prayer is not an escape from reality 
or troubles, but a willingness to embrace reality, and see it for what it truly is.  Finally, prayer enfleshes itself in our 
service and care of others. 

For your reflection:  Jesus encourages persistence in prayer.  Does prayer change God, or does prayer change us?  
How? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”         Luke 11:9 

Jesus assures us that if we ask, God will take care of what we need.  The problem is that our culture often confuses 
what we really need with what we simply want.  The truth is that many of us need very little.  However, we usually 
want so much more!  Stewardship is simply being grateful for all that we are and all that we have been given, and 
generously sharing all of our God-given gifts with others.  Generosity is a gift that opens doors to new relationships 
with others and with God. 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

Today’s gospel guarantees if we “ask” we will “receive,” perhaps not what we wanted but what our Heavenly 
Father knows is best for us, His children.  All the love we have for our children, God has for us and more.  As our 
children trust us, we must trust “Our Father.”  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Our Parish 

Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Bible 
Study & Sharing is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. 

 

Brown Bag Challenge  ●  July 30/31 

We will collect JUICE DRINK BOXES/BAGS along with the regular list of items needed.  
You have done a wonderful job in the past challenges and know that you will continue 
to help us serve those in need.  Remember that we pack 40 sack lunches three times a 
week, for a total of 120 lunches. 

 

Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch •  July 30 & 31 

Along with the Challenge, please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of 
the following needed items: packaged cookies, peanut butter, sandwich and snack size 
zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape 
jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in 
the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’. 

 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register 

You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or register for a class.  
Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be registered St. 
Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first 
weekend of the month. 

Prayers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially: 
 
Lisa A. 
Tom K. 
Tim R. 
Brian 
Lisa 
Jo Vitu 
Laurie Posekany 
Al V. 
Betty 
Dennis B. 
Lois B.  
Karen V. 
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on July 29 .  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer list. 

Special News 
Mission Appeal 2022 

The Sisters of Norte Dame de Namur  ●  Invitation to Partnership  ●  July 30 & 31 

Next weekend, Sr. Judith Clemens, SNDdeN will speak on behalf of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur ministries in Africa and Latin America.  She will tell the Notre 
Dame story from personal experience throughout countries in Africa and Latin 
America.  The financial appeal that she will make is on behalf of the ministry needs in 
evangelization, education, pastoral and health care.  Please give generosity. 
 
The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, were founded in 1804 
by Marie Rose Julie Billiart, a French peasant women.  The 
vision and hope of St. Julie Billiart was that her sisters would 
go throughout the world, proclaiming God's loving care for all 
peoples.  Today, the Sisters of Notre Dame serve in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, Latin America and the United States. T 
hroughout their long history as an educational order, they 
have always emphasized the care of those living in poverty in the most abandoned 
places.  They are women of courage and faith, unafraid of the personal cost of the 
living out of the Gospel.  They stand with the poor through a diversity of educational 
ministries at all levels of society. 

Be constant in both prayer 
and reading.  First speak 
with God, then let God 
speak with you.  Let God 
instruct you, let God guide 
you. 
             ~St. Cyprian of Carthage 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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(counited from page 2) 

I am writing these few words 
before I head to Minnesota, but I 
wanted to express my gratitude for 
your prayers and concerns for my 
safe trip and for my aunt.  Please 
keep her in prayer as she adjusts to  

   her new reality in a nursing home 
   or assisted living.  Have a safe  
   week. 

Around Our Parish 
Grief Facilitator Training - On Saturday, September 17 

A training will be offered for anyone interested in 

becoming a facilitator or team member for the Grief 

Support Series offered throughout the Diocese in 

different parishes. The requirement is that you have or 

will attend a Grief Support Series prior to the September 

17 date. This will be an all-day training from 9:00 a.m. – 

4:00 p.m., with lunch provided, at the Diocesan Offices. 

To register, please contact Beth Bauer at (989) 797-6655 

or bbauer@dioceseofsaginaw.org. 

Marriage Enrichment Cruise for Couples  

Are you looking for a way to enhance your marriage and 

grow in your relationship with each other and God? The 

2023 Good News Cruise may be the answer. This is a 

Catholic cruise with the Royal Caribbean Harmony of 

Seas, from January 15-21, 2023. There is a wonderful list 

of presenters and a chance to set sail and get away to 

focus on your marriage. For more information and to 

make reservations, please visit 

www.goodnewscruise.com. 

World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal -  

Join Bishop Gruss and other young adults from the 

Diocese of Saginaw as they travel to Lisbon, Portugal to 

celebrate World Youth Day 2023, from July 30 – August 

7. The trip includes World Youth Day events, an

excursion to Fatima, and Mass with the Pope. For

information and to register, click on the following link:

https://www.ctscentral.net/trips/libson/saginaw-

messing-wyd-20230730/

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............. Summer Hours    9:30 AM

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Skorupski Funeral 
Homes

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship
Jesus is describing God’s 
immeasurable generosity when He 
says in today’s Gospel, “Whoever 
asks, receives; whoever seeks, finds; 
whoever knocks, is admitted.”  But it 
should also be the description of us as 
Christian stewards, those seeking to 
follow Christ by using our gifts in 
service to others.

Due to vacations and publishing 
dates, the financial stewardship to St 
Thomas Aquinas for the weekend of 
July 17, 2022 will be reported in next 
weeks bulletin. 

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Seek and ye shall find…. 

What an awesome time in the park for our Family 

Faith Day last Monday evening.  The children were 

seeking hidden treasures (disassembled bible 

verses) that were placed in the Krossroads Play 

Park.  Once they found them, they had to put the 

verse in order.  There was a competitive 

component to see which team would finish first, but there 

was also a wonderful spirit of helping others that were 

lagging behind.  Matthew 7: 7-8 was our theme and is a 

promise that Jesus proclaimed. We can be assured that 

when we seek, we will find; when we ask, we will receive; and 

when we knock, the door will be opened to us.  It might not 

be how we envisioned the answer but so much better because 

God never disappoints!  Be sure to watch for future faith 

forming opportunities! Need more info about Family Faith Day, contact Chris Platko, 
Director of Faith Formation @ St. Dominic Parish 

989.799.2334 or chris@stdominicsaginaw.org 
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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