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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 It seems that lately, the 
discrepancy between the rich and 
the poor is growing farther and 
farther apart.  How often does our 
news talk about failures in big 
business enterprises, the ups and 
downs on the stock exchange, or 
court cases about disputed family 
inheritances?  It seems that 
economic issues hit the headlines 
in our mass media and so often 
intrude tragically into the lives of 
hardworking, hard-saving people.  
How do we react when we 
recognize the discrepancy 
between the poor and the rich? 
Do we raise our eyebrows or our 
consciences?  It may be better for 
us if we read the newspaper in 
one hand while reading the Bible 
in the other in order to discern 
how the words and deeds 
announced by both are related.  
 
 Our gospel this week begins 
with a question to Jesus from a 
man in the crowd who tries to 
draw Jesus into an inheritance 
dispute with his brother.  Mosaic 
teaching of Numbers and 
Deuteronomy is clear, and Jesus 
refuses the role of interpreter, 
only cautioning his questioner 
about greed.  Nor does Jesus refer 
to the tough words like that of the 
Preacher Qoheleth in the first 
reading – “Vanity of vanities!  All 

things are vanity!”  “Vanity” in 
Hebrew can mean “vapor,” a 
transitory, fleeting breath – and 
material wealth is like this.  Jesus 
chooses to make his point as a 
storyteller, putting imaginative 
flesh on wisdom teaching with the 
parable of the Rich Fool.  
 
 The man is introduced as 
already rich, with a surplus 
harvest.  He does not see that this 
is a blessing from God, nor of the 
Jewish religious tradition and 
human prudence that demanded 
he make provision for himself and 
his whole community in case of 
any family that might follow years 
of plenty.  His “retirement plan” is 
a self-centered recital of “I will, I 
will, I will,” well-punctuated by 
references to “my.”  The rich man 
considers that he owns everything 
– crops, barns, grains, and even his 
own soul.  In a culture where a 
transaction at a street stall 
involved long and animated 
discussion between buyer and 
seller, the inappropriateness of 
such self-talk would not be lost on 
Jesus’ audience.  Likewise, it was 
expected that important decisions 
would be made in community, but 
this man has no one with whom 
he can or wants to talk – no 
family, cronies, or advisers.  His 
calculated option is to make and 
live in an isolated and alienating 
vacuum.  This cannot be the 
option of Jesus’ disciples. 
 
 The parable uses the 
prophetic language of “tearing 
down” and “building up” but in a 
sadly cheapened context.  The rich 
man is the opposite of the 
courageous prophet who does this 
in the name of and for the 

purposes of God.  Tithes and 
offerings were set aside in 
landowners’ barns for the priests 
and Levites to collect, but for this 
man, barns are just for hoarding. 
For the early Christians, the 
storage barns of the community 
were to be the mouths of the poor 
and the collection for the poor of 
Jerusalem.  How often has we 
heard that “silos” are stocked with 
nuclear “abundance” or 
“deterrence” while many of those 
living almost in their destructive 
shadows are hungry and 
disadvantaged.  Closer to homes, 
maybe our Christians families, 
parishes or communities need to 
have annual “discipleship garage 
sales” to dispose of our surplus 
and give the profits to those in 
need. 
 
 This weekend, we have the 
opportunity to reach out with our 
generosity in support of the 
ministries of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame deNamur.  We welcome Sr 
Judy from this community to 
speak about the many ministries 
they are involved in.  There are 
separate baskets for donations to 
the Sisters of Notre Dame 
deNamur.  We thank you for your 
generosity.  
 

 I appreciate the prayers and 
words of concern and 
encouragement for my aunt, Lois. 
As Cheryl and I were coming 
home, she decided to enroll in 
hospice.  Now, we are trying to 
fully understand what all that 
means in terms of her long-term 
care.  One good thing, she keeps 
saying “I don’t want to die” so that 
may complicate her being in 
hospice. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Readings for the Week of July 31, 2022 

 
Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ecc 1:2; 2:21-23; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 & 17;  
 Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21 
 
Monday Memorial of Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop  
 and Doctor of the Church 
 Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95,102;  
 Mt 14:13-21 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop 
 Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22;  
 Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 & 22-23; Mt 14:22-36 
 
Wednesday Jer 31:1-7; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13; Mt 15:21-28 
 
Thursday Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest 
 Jer 31:31-34; Ps51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19; Mt 16:13-23 
 
Friday Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome 
 Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41; 
 Mt16:24-28 
 
Saturday Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
 Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19;  
 Lk 9:28b-36 
 
Sunday Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22;  
 Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or Heb 11:1-2, 8-12; Lk 12:32-48  
 or Lk 12:35-40 

In Our Parish 
 

 
Tuesday, August 2 
  Mass 
 
Wednesday, August 3 
  Mass 
 
Thursday, August 4 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Saturday, August 6 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, August 7 
 9:30 AM Mass 
              Summer Schedule 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23 

Ecclesiastes is one of Wisdom books in the Old Testament.  The author calls himself Qoheleth, a term that perhaps 
means “teacher”.  Qoheleth has a pessimistic view of life, in part because he doesn’t believe in life after death.  
The wisdom he teaches is that one should not be burdened by anxieties, but rather live each day as a gift from 
God. 

 
Second Reading:  Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 

In our previous readings from Colossians, we have seen how Christ is the only mediator between God and the 
world, and how our baptism has incorporated us into Christ.  The author will today remind us of the heights to 
which Christ has raised us, and then call upon us to live up to this. 

 

Gospel Reflection: Luke 12:13-21 

Jesus uses this dispute to teach about a followers'’ attitude toward material things.  Wealth in and of itself is not 
criticized; but the appropriate use of wealth and what such wealth does to a person remains the challenge.  The 
rich man never saw beyond himself (me, my and mine); and he never saw beyond this world.  Jesus warns against 
greed, this constant yearning to have more. 

For your reflection:  Do I (or how do I) define myself by the things I possess? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.” 

    Luke 12:15 

The Gospel message is contrary to modern culture that continually tries to convince us that our joy comes from 
the material things we possess.  That the more we acquire, the happier we will be.  Jesus shows us that our true 
joy comes from our “invisible” gifts like love, mercy and forgiveness.  True joy comes from “emptying” ourselves, 
giving of ourselves rather than always taking.  We are called not to hoard but to share.  True joy comes from living 
a grateful and generous lifestyle; become more “God-centered” and less “self-centered.” 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

In today’s gospel Jesus teaches us: “One’s life does not consist of possessions.”  We spend so much time working 
to obtain more stuff; we don’t have time for the people in our lives.  What is enough?  Are the words of Jesus, 
“You fool”, meant for us?  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



5 St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church  •  Saginaw, Michigan 

In Our Parish 
 

Lending Library  ●  Church Lower Level 

Visit the shelves in the basement and pick up a book, enjoy and return at your 
convenience.  The library is located in the main hall of the church basemen and is 
opened before Mass and weekdays when the church is opened. 

 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register 

You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or register for a class.  
Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be registered St. 
Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first 
weekend of the month. 

 

Food Program Outreach  •  East Side Soup Kitchen  •  August 6 & 7 

The food collection for next weekend will be for the EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN.  Thank 
you for your continuing support.  ESSK is in always need of the following items:  #10 
cans of Corn, Green Beans, Carrots, and Peas, Peaches, Pears, and Fruit Cocktail; 
Applesauce, Pork & Beans; Juice/Kool-Aid Pouches, Small Bottled Water, Yams/Sweet 
Potatoes, Pudding & Fruit Cups any kind of Packaged Cookies and Cooking Spray.  
Monetary donations can be sent directly to 940 E. Genesee, Saginaw, MI 48607, checks 
payable East Side Soup Kitchen. 

 

BeFrienders Ministry of Saginaw  ●  Compassionate Listening 

At times, everyone experiences difficult and transitional situations.  BeFriender 
Ministry offers a caring companion to listen, empathize, and be a reminder of a loving 
and supportive faith community.  BeFriender Ministers are trained listeners who offer 
support to people through active listening, prayer and presence. 

Do you have a loved one who needs to be visited by a compassionate listener?  Please 
call with questions or referrals, Carole Watters 989-274-3384. 

Prayers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially: 
 
Lisa A. 
Tom K. 
Tim R. 
Brian 
Lisa 
Jo Vitu 
Laurie Posekany 
Al V. 
Betty 
Dennis B. 
Lois B.  
Karen V. 
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on August 
26 .  Please remember to 
contact the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer list. 

Special News 
Mission Appeal 2022 

The Sisters of Norte Dame de Namur  ●  Invitation to Partnership 

We welcome Sr. Judith Clemens, SNDdeN this weekend who speak on behalf of the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur ministries in Africa and 
Latin America.  She will tell the Notre Dame story from 
personal experience throughout countries in Africa and Latin 
America.  The financial appeal that she will make is on 
behalf of the ministry needs in evangelization, education, 
pastoral and health care.   
Pray for the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and their work. 
Please give generosity. 

As long as the earth 
endures, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day 
and night will never 
cease. 
 

 Genesis 8:22  
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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(counited from page 2) 
Believe it or not, the month of August 
begins on Monday.  This means that 
we are beginning the last month of 
summer and school will be starting in 
a few weeks.  Families will be 
scrambling to get the last bit of 
vacations in before the end of the 
month.  I would ask that you do not                  

    forget about the parish in your  
    travels.  We are dependent on your  
    generosity to the parish to continue 
     the many ministries we are decided 
     to become involved with.  Have a  
    great week. 

Around Our Parish 
 

Mission and Methods: Basic Catechist Certification 

Presented by Peg McEvoy, Vicariate 2 Liaison and 

Coordinator of Faith and Catechist Formation/OCIA for 

the Diocese of Saginaw.  This in-person training is for 

parish catechists and catechetical leaders and will be 

held on the following dates and locations: 

Saturday, August 20, from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., at 
Good Shepherd Parish, 4476 N. Washington St., 
Ubly. The cost is $20 and includes lunch. 
Deadline to register is Monday, August 15. 

Saturday, September 24, from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 
p.m., at the Center for Ministry, 5802 Weiss St., 
Saginaw. The cost is $35 and includes lunch. 
Deadline to register is Friday, September 16. 

Saturday, October 8, from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., at 
St. Michael Parish of Maple Grove, 17994 
Lincoln Rd., New Lothrop. The cost is $20 and 
includes lunch. Deadline to register is Friday, 
September 30. 

In the morning, we will pray together and explore Jesus’ 
missionary mandate and what it means for us today as 
catechists in the parishes of the Diocese of Saginaw.  In 
the afternoon, we will cover the basics of being a 
catechist and explore resources and techniques 

available to help this beautiful adventure with Jesus and 
his young disciples.  If you are able, please bring your 
catechist manual.  For registration, click on the following 
link: https://dioceseofsaginawweb.myshelby.org/
default.aspx?page=3347.  Late registrants may be 
responsible for providing their own lunch.  Please 
contact Peg McEvoy at pmcevoy@dioceseofsaginaw.org 
or call 989.797.6608 with any questions.  For assistance 
with registration, please contact Amy Dore at 
adore@dioceseofsaginaw.org or call 989.797.6654. 

 

World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal -  

Join Bishop Gruss and other young adults from the 

Diocese of Saginaw as they travel to Lisbon, Portugal to 

celebrate World Youth Day 2023, from July 30 – August 

7. The trip includes World Youth Day events, an 

excursion to Fatima, and Mass with the Pope. For 

information and to register, click on the following link: 

https://www.ctscentral.net/trips/libson/saginaw-

messing-wyd-20230730/ 

 

Knights of Columbus 4232  

Join us for Family (Burger) Night!!!  Every Monday from 
5:00-7:00 PM.  Serving the best Hamburgers, 
Cheeseburgers, Hotdogs, and Coney Dogs with those 
delicious fries or chips.  Take outs are also available. 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............. Summer Hours    9:30 AM

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Fast Eddie’s 
Oil Change

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

July 17, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $8,683.00
Loose ..................................... $643.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $5,763.00
Priest Retirement .................... $50.00
Brown Bag ............................. $185.00
Total ................................. $15,324.00

July 24, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $5,213.00
Loose ..................................... $596.00
Electronic (ACH) .................... $583.00
Brow Bag ................................. $50.00
Total ................................... $6,442.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SING A JOYFUL SONG! 
 

I am excited to announce that the St. Thomas Aquinas parish choir is returning 

this Fall.  It’s been a long two years without you, and now I can invite you to 

come to rehearsals beginning on Thursday, September 15 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

in the church.  We will start singing at liturgies beginning in October.  We are 

hoping to welcome many new faces to join us as we begin our ministry again. 

If you have questions or would like to find out more, you can stop and see me at 

the piano after Mass.  Or contact me at extension 5 at the Parish Office or send 

me an email at debk@stasaginaw.org.  

 

Note To Current Members:  If you still have your maroon notebooks at home 

(the ones we were using when COVID shut us down, I would ask that you return 

them either to me at Church or Dawn at the Parish Office.  I will be working in 

the next several weeks to get things set up for our first rehearsal.  Thanks!  And 

I’m looking forward to working with you again! 
 

    Deb 

STARTING SOON 



 

COMING THIS  FALL :   

MONTHLY YOUTH MASSES !  

 

Attention All Young People in Grades 7 – 12. 

Beginning in October, you are invited to be part of a monthly Youth 

Mass.  We need readers, ushers, singers (in a group or to cantor), and 

other musicians who play instruments.  Our Youth Mass will give you 

the opportunity to share your gifts with our faith community.  Watch 

your snail-mailbox for a more specific and expanded list that you can 

choose from.  

So that you can plan, the first four Youth Masses will be at the 11:00 
Mass on the following dates: 
 

October 16    November 18 December 20            January 15 

In the meantime, if you have questions or would like to sign up for a 

ministry, please feel free to contact Deb (ext. 5 at the Parish Office; or 

debk@stasaginaw.org). 

Service Hours will be Issued 

mailto:debk@stasaginaw.org
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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