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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 As we listen to the sayings 
and parables of today’s gospel, we 
recognize themes of vigilance, 
preparedness, and fidelity. 
Christians are to be “girded,” 
ready for action.  The biblical 
memory behind the parable’s 
actions is the Passover from Egypt 
when the Hebrews had to be 
girded, clothed, and belted up 
suitable so they would be ready to 
escape into freedom.  The early 
church lived in expectation of 
Christ’s return during the great 
Easter night, yet unfolding history 
showed that the watch for the 
Parousia would be long. 
 
 In the first parable, addressed 
to disciples in general, the faithful 
servants are eagerly awaiting their 
master’s return from a wedding 
banquet, a favorite biblical image 
of the end time.  This collection 
from the Lectionary may seem 
more appropriate to Advent, but 
the positioning of it in the middle 
of Luke’s gospel and halfway 
through the journey to Jerusalem 
reminds us to be alert at all times 
so we may recognize the Lord 
when he comes.  He comes in 
those we meet, in the 
circumstances of our daily lives, 
and in the signs of our times.  In a 
very real sense, every hour is an 
hour of the Lord’s coming and 

knocking, and our response to this 
will either prepare for or hinder its 
final fulfillment. 
 
 For those who open the 
doors of their hearts to Jesus, the 
parable has a dramatic reversal of 
roles – the Master will be our 
“God-in-an-apron” who serves the 
watchful servants.  The hospitality 
of God, incarnate in Jesus, serves 
us at every Eucharistic table.  At 
each Eucharist, we have some 
form of the “anamnesis,” the “not-
forgetting” prayer that recalls the 
death and resurrection of Jesus 
and the need to “look forward to 
his second coming” (Eucharistic 
Prayer III).  It is a reminder that 
one Eucharist will be our last, that 
our life and world history will both 
end.  Then we will go to meet the 
ascended and risen One who 
stands in the heavens waiting for 
and waiting on those who have 
lived a lifestyle of ready welcome 
to him, especially as he comes to 
us in the poor and marginalized. 
The Lord’s arrival will be as 
unexpected as a night thief, and 
the Eucharist is the sacrament of 
vigilant hope that nourishes and 
strengthens us for such eager 
service. 
 
 The second parable is told in 
response to Peter’s question and 
is more specifically directed at the 
leaders of that flock.  Jesus has 
gifted them with a share of his 
authority over the household of 
God’s people, but they still remain 
servants of the Master.  A leader’s 
authority, therefore, is an 
authority of service.  If a steward 
becomes drunk with power and 
status, physically or 
psychologically abusing the 
members of the household, he will 
earn the Master’s great 

displeasure at his return.  The 
church’s leaders are not exempt 
from the demands of discipleship. 
 
 St Augustine told his people: 
“For you I am a bishop; with you I 
am a Christian” – and a Christian 
of whom even more will be 
expected because of the gifts that 
entrusted to a leader.  This gospel 
throws into tragic relief the 
shadows cast over the church by 
the sexual abuse, financial 
misappropriation, or lavish 
lifestyles of some of its leaders. 
The word, “punish,” 
which is translated in some 
lectionaries as “cut off,” literally 
means “to cut in two,” and, in the 
context of the parable, is a fittingly 
ironic and symbolic statement 
about the fate of one who lives a 
double, “divided” life. 
 
 Monday, August 15, is the 
feast of the Assumption of Mary. 
Since it falls on Monday, we are 
dispensed from the obligation of 
attending Mass that day.  There 
will be mass at the Cathedral in 
the morning at 8 am.  We have no 
Mass scheduled here that day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of August 7, 2022 

 
Sunday Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22; Heb 11:1-2, 8-
 19 or Heb 11:1-2, 8-12; Lk 12:32-48 or Lk 12:35-40 
 
Monday Memorial of St. Dominic, Priest 
 Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c; Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14;  
 Mt 17:22-27 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, 
 Virgin and Martyr 
 Ez 2:8-3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; Mt 11:29; 
 Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
 
Wednesday Feast of Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr 
 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9; Jn 12:24-26 
 
Thursday Memorial of Saint Clare, Virgin 
 Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62; Mt 18:21-19:1 
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious 
 Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Mt 19:3-12 
 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Pontian, Pope, and Saint 
 Hippolytus, Priest; Martyrs 
 Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19;  
 Mt 19:13-15 
 
Sunday Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18; Heb 12:1-4;  
 Lk 12:49-53 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
 
Tuesday, August 2 
  Mass 
 
Wednesday, August 10 
  Mass 
 
Thursday, August 11 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Saturday, August 13 
 9:00-10:00 AM 
         Individual Rite of Penance 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, August 14 
 9:30 AM Mass 
              Summer Schedule 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

 

 

Mary K. Herzog 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
Mary whom you have called to be 
with you.  May the calming peace 
of your love be with her family.  
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 
and may the perpetual light shine 
upon her.  Amen. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Wisdom 18:6-9 

The book of Wisdom was written by a teacher who lived in Alexandria, Egypt, a center of learning for the ancient 
world.  He addresses his writing to a group of Jews in that city who were being tempted to abandon their religious 
practices and beliefs.  To bolster their faith, the author speaks of the memorable night of Passover when the angel of 
the Lord destroyed the enemies of the Jews. 
 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 

Today and for the next three Sundays, the second reading will be from the letter to the Hebrews.  This document was 
written by an author we do not know, to a community we cannot identify.  In today’s section, the author encourages 
the community, whose faith is faltering, by calling to mind Old Testament heroes such as Abraham and Sarah. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Luke 12:32-48 

God’s faithful people will wait with watchfulness for Jesus' return, and use thime wisely and well.  It is unwise to think 
“I will do what I like while my mater is away.”  Christianity means we are working and living forever in the presence of 
our great master.  We would like God to find us at peace with others; at peace with God; and at peace with ourselves. 

For your reflection:  Does the Lord come to you like a stranger, friend or enemy:  We make this interpretation. 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.”  Luke 12:34  

Jesus encourages us to build up our treasure in heaven.  The world encourages us to build up our treasure in real 
estate, investments, and material goods.  How much time are you investing in building up a worldly treasure?  How 
much time are you investing in building up a heavenly treasure?  To invest more in the things of heaven, you must let 
go of some of the things of this world.  

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

In today’s gospel a servant WAITED for the master to return.  Waiting is a normal part of family life.  We wait for a 
child’s birth, then for small legs to catch up.  Later we wait for teenagers to return home safely.  Finally we wait alone 
anticipating a call or visit from an adult child.  Waiting is sacred time, for even in the waiting we are connected.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Our Parish
Baptism

We welcomed into the faith community through the waters of baptism Sorin Lynn 
Suchocki , son of Brian and Katie (Wilke) Suchocki.  May God bless her and her family 
as she becomes a Disciple of Christ.

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register

You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or register for a 
class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be registered 
St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the 
first weekend of the month.

STA Choir News

Adult Choir rehearsals will begin on Thursday, September 15 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm in 
the church.  The choir will start singing at liturgies beginning in October.  We are 
hoping to welcome many new faces to join us as we begin our ministry again.  If you 
have questions or would like to find out more, you can stop and see me at the piano 
after Mass.  Or contact me at extension 5 at the Parish Office or send me an email at 
debk@stasaginaw.org.  Note To Current Members:  If you still have your maroon 
notebooks at home (the ones we were using when COVID shut us down), I would 
ask that you return them either to me at Church or Dawn at the Parish Office

Monthly Youth Mass starting SOON

Attention All Young People in Grades 7 – 12.
Beginning in October, you are invited to be part of a monthly Youth Mass.  We need 
readers, ushers, singers (in a group or to cantor), and other musicians who play 
instruments.  Our Youth Mass will give you the opportunity to share your gifts with 
our faith community.  If you have questions or would like to sign up for a ministry, 
please feel free to contact Deb ext. 5 at the Parish Office; or debk@stasaginaw.or .

Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM

All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Bible 
Study & Sharing is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday.

Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch •  August 13 & 14

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed 
items: juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, sandwich and 
snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, 
strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are 
gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’.

Individual Rite of Reconciliation (aka “confessions”)  ● August 13 & 27

The Rite is celebrated on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month from 
9:00-10:00 AM.  While waiting to celebrate the sacrament, you may wait in the 
narthex.  Each penitent will have the option to celebrate the sacrament either 
behind a screen or face-to-face, social distancing.  Once you have finished 
celebrating the sacrament, please leave the church nave and narthex.

Prayers

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially:

Tom K.
Lois B. 
Linda Smith
Tessa Mary
Olivia Monsour

And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities.

We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
September 2 .  Please 
remember to contact the 
office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name 
no longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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(counited from page 2) 
 Over the past few weeks, we 
have been praying the “Anima 
Christi,” the prayer for the 
Eucharistic Revival.  However, we 
continue to monitor the situation 
in Ukraine as they are still being 
attacked by Russia.  Therefore, the 
first weekend of each month, we 
will return to praying the Prayer 

for Peace from Pope Francis, 
asking for God’s intervention in 
Ukraine and other places in our 
world looking for peace. 
 
 My gratitude to everyone who 
made Sr Judy Clemons, SNDdeN 
welcomed here at St Thomas 
Aquinas.  Also, to those who have 
contributed to their mission and 

ministries throughout the world.  If 
you wish to make a contribution to 
them, just drop it in the collection 
basket or at the parish office.  Have a 
great week. 

Around Our Parish 
 

World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal  

Join Bishop Gruss and other young adults from the 
Diocese of Saginaw as they travel to Lisbon, Portugal to 
celebrate World Youth Day 2023, from July 30 – August 
7.  The trip includes World Youth Day events, an 
excursion to Fatima, and Mass with the Pope.  The first 
deadline for registration is quickly approaching.  For 
information and to register, click on the following link: 
https://www.ctscentral.net/trips/libson/saginaw-
messing-wyd-20230730/.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Don Buchalski at 
dbuchalski@dioceseofsaginaw.org or call 989.797.6650. 
 

Marriage Preparation Workshop 

The Diocesan Marriage Preparation In-Person Workshop 
offers formation for engaged couples preparing to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage.  Among the topics 
presented are Marriage as a Sacrament, Marital 
Intimacy, Natural Family Planning, Communication, 
Conflict Resolution, and Family of Origin.  The workshop 
features presentations by trained marriage facilitators, 
practical couple exercises, private couple discussion and 
prayer.  The workshop will be held at the Center for 

Ministry, located at 5802 Weiss St, Saginaw, on October 
15, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  The cost for this event is 
$90 per couple.  Lunch and beverages will be provided. 
Click on the following link to register: https://
dioceseofsaginawweb.myshelby.org/default.aspx?
page=3347, or contact Maria Coss at 
mcoss@dioceseofsaginaw.org. 

 

Marriage Enrichment Cruise for Couples 

Are you looking for a way to enhance your marriage and 
grow in your relationship with each other and God?  The 
2023 Good News Cruise may be the answer.  This is a 
Catholic cruise with the Royal Caribbean Harmony of 
Seas, from January 15-21, 2023.  There is a wonderful 
list of presenters and a chance to set sail and get away 
to focus on your marriage.  For more information and to 
make reservations, please visit 
www.goodnewscruise.com. 
 
Knights of Columbus 4232  

Join us for Family (Burger) Night!!!  Every Monday from 
5:00-7:00 PM.  Serving the best Hamburgers, 
Cheeseburgers, Hotdogs, and Coney Dogs with those 
delicious fries or chips.  Take outs are also available. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............. Summer Hours    9:30 AM

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Deisler 
Funeral Home

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship
Am I waiting for the “right” time to 
become a good steward?  Do I plan to 
share my time and talents “later”? 
Today’s gospel warns those who are 
procrastinating about stewardship to 
be prepared – “at an hour you do not 
expect, the Son of Man will come.” 

July 31, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $7,149.00
Loose ..................................... $653.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $3,879.00
Brow Bag ............................... $100.00
Mission Appeal ................... $3,797.00
Total ................................. $15,578.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses


Adult Classes start 9-27 

Youth classes start 9-25 

If the answer is YES, then we invite you to become part of the  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults process at St Thomas Aquinas Parish.  

Classes for Children and Youth are also available. 
 

The journey will allow you to deepen your relationship  
with Jesus Christ and learn about the Roman Catholic Faith. 

 

Begin your journey by calling Karen Bartels  
989.799.2460 ext. 1 or starcia@stasaginaw.org 

St Thomas Aquinas Church 

5376 State St  ⬧  Saginaw MI 48602 
www.stasaginaw.org 
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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