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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 
 Jesus is still on the way to 
Jerusalem today.  He’s telling 
stories along the way to explain 
what is expected of a disciple. 
“Lord, will only a few people be 
saved?” asks someone – no doubt 
with the unspoken hope “along 
with me.”  The anonymity of the 
questioner drags us all into both 
the question and Jesus’ reply.  This 
reply is not a direct answer, but a 
parable about the effort needed to 
be saved.  Central to the parable is 
the image of the narrow door.  It is 
not a locked door, but one that 
requires disciples to give up self-
indulgent ways and go into a 
spiritual training program that will 
slim us down and enable us to pass 
through this door into the kingdom. 
Our modern-day media is full of 
stories about the demanding 
regime athletes have to follow in 
their training.  To squeeze into a 
sports team, especially as a 
representative of one’s country, is a 
cause for celebration; to be citizens 
who squeeze into the kingdom of 
God is an eternal joy beyond 
compare.  It is in Jerusalem, where 
Jesus is heading to suffer, that the 
narrow door of salvation will be 
forced sufficiently wise for us by his 
crucified and risen body. 
 
 The Letter to the Hebrews 
maintains that for the spiritual 

Olympiad, suffering is part of our 
training.  Flagging disciples must 
never lose sigh of Jesus and his 
endurance of the cross if the, too, 
are to endure in the face of hostility 
from without and lack of 
commitment from within 
themselves and their community.  
In an era where we are made privy 
to all the details of an injured sport 
hero’s physical therapy 
(“punishing” as it is often 
described), we need to reflect on 
our own routines for enduring the 
kingdom race as we strive to reach 
heaven.  
 
 The second image in the 
gospel, the second door, is a locked 
one.  The door to the kingdom of 
God will not remain open forever. 
There comes a time when, for each 
one of us personally in death, and 
cosmically at the second coming of 
Christ, the door will be closed. 
Jesus, the risen Christ, is the Master 
of God’s household who “arises” to 
shut the door.  He will not open it 
to name-dropping or pleas of casual 
associates who by their protests 
only indicate how shallow their 
relationship with Jesus has been. In 
fact, says the gospel, Jesus will be 
busy at the back door with those 
who are too ashamed to come to 
the front; the strangers, the 
beggars, those healed in their 
bodies and psyches, the abused 
women, the repentant sinners, and 
all those who may not have known 
much about God.  But they are 
known by God as the last who 
deserved to be first in the kingdom. 
This is a scene of gospel reversal, 
with graphic language to impress 
on Jesus’ audience that those who 
expect to be the guests at the 
messianic banquet, who considered 
themselves holy, may be 

disappointed.  They will have no 
place in the history of salvation and 
will not sit at table with Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets – 
others will take their place.  We 
should remember that Jesus words 
are admonitions rather than 
predictions.  If we are honest with 
ourselves, especially our self-
righteous selves, we will admit that 
we still find it rather scandalous 
and upsetting that “those people,” 
with their contemporary name tags 
we choose to write and their 
categorizations we describe, might 
be invited into the feast – or at 
least have a more favored place at 
table than we do.  How hard it is to 
enter through the narrow door! 
 
 We are drawing to the 
conclusion of the present Christ’s 
Mission Appeal that was started 
last October.  Our target is 
$134,804.  As of August 9, 2022, we 
have paid $132,272 leaving $2,532 
outstanding.  We realize that there 
is some money pledged that is 
outstanding, but we are still going 
to be short this year.  Any unpaid 
balance has to be paid by 
December 1, 2022, or it will 
become a loan for the parish to 
pay.  If you have not made your 
contribution to last year’s appeal, 
you have until the end of August. 
The new appeal begins in October. 
If we do not make it, the 
outstanding balance will be taken 
out of the parish general fund.  FYI, 
we have not had to pay for CMA/
CSA in many years.  I believe we can 
make it this year.  Thank you for 
your generosity. 
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Readings for the Week of August 21, 2022 

 
Sunday Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 66:18-21; Ps 117:1, 2; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13;  
 Lk 13:22-30 
 
Monday Memorial of the Queenship of the  
 Blessed Virgin Mary 
 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5;  
 Mt 23:13-22 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Rose of Lima, Virgin 
 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13; Mt 23:23-
26 
 
Wednesday Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 
 Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51 
 
Thursday Memorial of Saint Louis of France 
 1 Cor 1:1-9; PS 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt 24:42-51 
 
Friday 1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11; Mt 25:1-13 
 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Monica 
 1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21; Mt 25:14-30 
 
Sunday Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11;  
 Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:1, 7-14 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
 
Tuesday, August 23 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Wednesday, August 24 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Thursday, August 25 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Saturday, August 27 
 9:00-10:00 AM  
  Rite of Reconciliation 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, August 28 
 9:30 AM Mass 
              Summer Schedule 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation (aka 
“confessions”)  ●  August 27  

The Rite is celebrated on the second 
and fourth Saturdays of the month 
from 9:00-10:00 AM.  While waiting 
to celebrate the sacrament, you may 
wait in the narthex.  Each penitent 
will have the option to celebrate the 
sacrament either behind a screen or 
face-to-face, social distancing.  Once 
you have finished celebrating the 
sacrament, please leave the church 
nave and narthex. 
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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 66:18-21  

The last part of the book of Isaiah contains the words of a prophet who lived after the Jews returned from exile to a 
city now destroyed.  The prophet, speaking on God’s behalf, looks ahead to a glorious future when people from far-off 
lands will flock to Jerusalem, the city of saving grace. 
 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 

The letter to the Hebrews was written to people who had become discouraged and were losing faith.  Today the 
author quotes a text from the Old Testament book of Proverbs, and finds in it encouraging words. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Luke 13:22-30 

Jesus affirms that all are welcome to take their place at the banquet feast in the kingdom.  But the way into the 
kingdom is narrow and demands more than casual interest--a passing familiarity with Jesus.  We must accept the 
narrow way that Jesus has lived and modeled, a committed and applied faith built on knowing Jesus and being known 
by him will form us into his disciples who he will welcome home to himself forever. 

For your reflection:  Hoe is living a life of world, action and attitude modeled by Jesus like a narrow gate? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“For behold, some are last who will be first and some are first who will be last.” Luke 13:30 
 

Our cultural standards are different from God’s standards.  We often rank people by what they have, how powerful 
they are, or how successful they are.  Jesus reminds us that God will not judge us by the same earthly standards.  
When God asks you, “What have you done with the gifts I have given you?”  How will you respond? 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

The phrase in today’s gospel, “I don’t know where you come from,” is often used by parents about children and 
children about parents.  Change is so rapid one generation has little in common with another.  We depend on love, 
trust, and mutual respect to bridge this gap.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Our Parish
Baptism

We welcome into the faith community through the waters of baptism Blake and Bryce
Boros, sons of Kyle and Kerri (Miller) Boros. May God bless them and their family as 
they become Disciples of Christ.

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register

You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or register for a 
class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be registered 
St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the 
first weekend of the month.

YOUTH CORNER Attention all students in Grades 7 – 12

It is time to start thinking about getting involved in our upcoming Youth Masses. 
They will be held on the third Sunday of the month at 11:00 Mass, beginning on 
October 16.
ALL STUDENTS: You are invited to participate in various liturgical ministries, 
including lectors, greeters, ushers, cross bearer, singers, musicians, and altar 
servers.  For those who are over 16 and have been Confirmed, you may want to 
consider becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion (EMHC).
MUSICIANS: If you play an instrument, I’d like to hear from you as soon as possible, 
so we can finalize the music and get practice copies to you.  For singers, it would be 
nice to have a group in the choir area to lead the singing.  If any of you like to 
harmonize, we can include that as well.  Finally, if you would like to be the cantor 
for the Mass (the person who proclaims the psalm), contact me soon, so I can give 
you the music to practice.  Your ministry will also count for service hours.  Musicians 
and singers also get credit for our rehearsal time.  To sign up or get more 
information, please call Deb at the office (extension 5), or email at: 
debk@stasaginaw.or .  You can also see me at the piano after Mass.

STA Choir News

Adult Choir rehearsals will begin on Thursday, September 15 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm in 
the church.  The choir will start singing at liturgies beginning in October.  We are 
hoping to welcome many new faces to join us as we begin our ministry again.  If you 
have questions or would like to find out more, you can stop and see me at the piano 
after Mass.  Or contact me at extension 5 at the Parish Office or send me an email at 
debk@stasaginaw.org.  Note To Current Members:  If you still have your maroon 
notebooks at home (the ones we were using when COVID shut us down), I would 
ask that you return them either to me at Church or Dawn at the Parish Office.

Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch •  August 27 & 28

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following 
needed items: juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, 
sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped 
snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  Monetary 
donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection marked ‘Brown 
Bag’.

Prayers

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially:

Tom K.
Lois B. 
Linda Smith
Tessa Mary
Olivia Monsour
Harold G.
Larry S.
Joann G.
Al V.
Betty

And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities.

We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
September 2 .  Please 
remember to contact the 
office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name 
no longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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(continued from page 2) 
 

 Monday is the first day of 
school for Nouvel Catholic Central. 
We welcome back our students 
from a busy and hopefully, restful, 
summer.  This means that parish 
activities will begin to pick up and 
life will become busier.  Please be 
careful when coming into the 

parking lot on school mornings as 
many parents will be dropping off 
students.  Also, remember that 
parents will begin to wait to pick up 
children starting about 2:00 – 2:30 
pm.  Please be careful. 
 

 Over the past couple of weeks, 
you may have missed a couple of 
celebrations.  First, we had a 

memorial service to Mary Ann 
Pawlik, sister of Tom Przybylski. 
Next was the funeral for Roy Pine. 
Also, on August 11, I celebrated my 
43rd anniversary of ordination. 
Much to celebrate and remember. 
Have a great week. 

Around Our Parish 
 
Post Abortion Healing 

Are you or someone you know suffering from the 

aftereffects of having an abortion?  Do you know that the 

church welcomes all who have been impacted by abortion 

with love, compassion, and forgiveness?  This includes, 

men and women, grandparents, siblings, etc. Abortion 

causes a ripple effect of pain, guilt, anger, and grief. 

Support is available through the Diocesan Rachel’s 

Vineyard Ministry during a weekend retreat to process all 

of these feelings and move forward to hope, healing, and 

forgiveness in a compassionate, safe, and confidential 

environment.  A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is scheduled for 

November 18-20, 2022, in Saginaw.  To learn more and to 

register, please call Lori Becker at 989.797.6652 or email 

lbecker@dioceseofsaginaw.org or visit https://

saginaw.org/healing-after-abortion-you-are-not-alone. 

Scholarships are available for the registration fee. No one 

is turned away. 

 
Marriage Preparation Workshop 

The Diocesan Marriage Preparation In-Person Workshop 
offers formation for engaged couples preparing to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. Among the topics 
presented are Marriage as a Sacrament, Marital Intimacy, 

Natural Family Planning, Communication, Conflict 
Resolution, and Family of Origin. The workshop features 
presentations by trained marriage facilitators, practical 
couple exercises, private couple discussion and prayer. The 
workshop will be held at the Center for Ministry, located at 
5802 Weiss St, Saginaw, on October 15, from 9:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. The cost for this event is $90 per couple. Lunch 
and beverages will be provided. Click on the following link 
to register: https://dioceseofsaginawweb.myshelby.org/
default.aspx?page=3347, or contact Maria Coss at 
mcoss@dioceseofsaginaw.org. 
 

Marriage Enrichment Cruise for Couples 

Are you looking for a way to enhance your marriage and 
grow in your relationship with each other and God? The 
2023 Good News Cruise may be the answer. This is a 
Catholic cruise with the Royal Caribbean Harmony of Seas, 
from January 15-21, 2023. There is a wonderful list of 
presenters and a chance to set sail and get away to focus 
on your marriage. For more information and to make 
reservations, please visit www.goodnewscruise.com. 

 
Knights of Columbus 4232  ●   
Join us for Family (Burger) Night!!!  Every Monday from 
5:00-7:00 PM.  Serving the best Hamburgers, 
Cheeseburgers, Hotdogs, and Coney Dogs with those 
delicious fries or chips.  Take outs are also available. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............. Summer Hours    9:30 AM

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Beef O’Brady’s
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship
Today’s reading from Isaiah 
describes the Israelites bringing 
their offering to the Lord “in clean 
vessels.” The gift of myself - my 
patient endurance and fidelity to 
the will of God - is as important as 
the monetary gift I offer. 

August 14, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $7,553.00
Loose ..................................... $754.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $5,898.00
Brow Bag ............................... $240.00
Mission Appeal ........................ $85.00
Total ................................. $14,530.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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