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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 
 Do you ever read the “fine 
print” on a new product that you 
may purchase?  Most of us would 
say, “no.”  Today, Jesus wants us to 
quite sure that we understand the 
“small print” of the gospel demands 
on his disciples.  There are three 
conditions that disciples must be 
clear about.  First, to prefer intimacy 
with Jesus to all other intimacies; 
second, to accept the cross – not 
only that of the ordinary, painful 
suffering that is part of being 
human, but also of the persecution, 
ridicule, and conflict that may come 
with discipleship; and third, to 
surrender possessions and 
possessiveness. Jesus then tells 
his hearers two parables about two 
possible fools – one at work, the 
other at war. 
 
 The first foolish man is a 
landowner who decides to build a 
tower, probably a watchtower, on 
his property.  He is a captive of his 
wild, momentary enthusiasm.  He 
wants a tower; let there be a tower! 
But he has no finances to raise 
anything on the foundations except 
the ridicule of the onlookers who 
scoff at his lack of foresight and 
planning.  The other man is a king 
who engages in the serious business 
of war.  He would be a fool not to 
weigh the possibilities of succeeding 
with a smaller army than his 
opponent and try to negotiate for 
peace rather than engages in war. 

As builder and king, these men are 
people of some substance, so to fail 
in what they set out to do will cause 
great shame.  Jesus seems to 
suggest that the disciples with some 
material and social means at their 
disposal need to consider the cost 
of discipleship most carefully, 
because they will pay a greater price 
in terms of social status and 
possessions if they give up these to 
follow him.  With memories of the 
mission of the seventy disciples 
earlier in Luke’s gospel, some may 
be expected to be itinerant 
missionaries, leaving the security of 
home and family but finding a new 
security and sense of belonging in 
the household of the Church. 
 
 In “The Cost of Discipleship,” 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer compared 
“costly grace” and “cheap grace.” 
The latter is grace without the cross, 
and so without Jesus.  As leader of 
the German Confessing Church, 
which confessed Jesus in opposition 
to the Nazis, Bonhoeffer “hated” his 
own life to the extent of being 
executed on April 9, 1945, only a 
few weeks before World War II 
ended in Europe.  In comparing 
these two “graces,” Bonhoeffer 
writes of “the person who hears the 
call to discipleship and wants to 
follow but feels obliged to insist on 
his own terms to the level of human 
understanding.  The disciple places 
himself at the Master’s disposal, but 
at the same time retains the right to 
dictate his own terms, but then 
discipleship is no longer discipleship, 
but a program of our own to be 
arranged to suit ourselves, and to be 
judged in accordance with the 
standards of rational ethic.” 
 
 How ready are we to pay the 
cost of Christian discipleship in our 
own times by doing works of justice, 
by sacrificing reputation and 

advancement because we confess 
the needs of the disadvantaged?  
How can those who are 
disadvantaged be enabled to 
achieve self-advocacy and self-
respect?  Are there aspects of our 
own lives in which we are wild 
enthusiasts for the gospel – but with 
no staying power?  Today, we are 
both encouraged and challenged! 
 
 This weekend we celebrate 
“Labor Day” – the unofficial end of 
summer and a national holiday 
honoring workers throughout the 
country.  Sometimes we forget the 
hard work of those who work in the 
trenches so that we have the level 
of products that we have today.  We 
often forget to express our gratitude 
for their dedication to their 
positions.  Many times, workers are 
just taken for granted by employers. 
Let us not follow in their footsteps. 
May everyone have a safe and 
restful weekend.

 
 

 Thursday evening at 7:00 pm, 
we will have a meeting of the 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion (EMHC).  We will be 
discussing and preparing for the 
return of the cup for communion 
within the next couple of weeks.  If 
you are presently an EMHC or 
would like to service as one (you 
need to be 16 years old and fully 
initiated as a Catholic), please be 
present at the meeting. 
 

 With the celebration of Labor 
Day, we will be returning to our 
“winter” mass schedule for Sundays. 
Next week, Sunday masses will be at 
8:30 & 11:00 am until the end of 
May.  Please make note of this 
change.  Have a blessed week. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



September 4, 2022  •  Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 3 

Readings for the Week of September 4, 2022 

 
Sunday Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 & 17;  
 Phlm 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33 
 
Monday 1 COR 5:1-8; Ps; 5:5-6, 7, 12; Jn 10:27; Lk 6:6-11 
 
Tuesday 1 Cor 6:1-11; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b; Lk 6:12-19 
 
Wednesday 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17; Lk 6:20-26 
 
Thursday Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 13:6ab, 6c; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Peter Claver, Priest  
 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6, 12;  
 Jn 17:17b, 17a; Lk 6:39-42 
 
Saturday 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18; Lk 6:43-49 
 
Sunday Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19;  
 1 Tm 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32 or Lk 15:1-10 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
 
Tuesday, September 6 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Wednesday, September 7 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Thursday, September 8 
 8:30 AM Mass w/  
  NCCE/MS Community 
 
Saturday, September 10 
 9:00-10:00 AM 
         Individual Rite of Penance 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, September 11 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 11:00 AM Mass 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

Winter Mass Schedule 
 

We will resume to the winter 
mass schedule on the weekend 
of September 10/11 

Saturday 4:00 PM 

Sunday 8:30 & 
 11:00 AM 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation (aka “confessions”)  ●  SEPTEMBER 10 & 24 

The Rite is celebrated on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month from 9:00-10:00 AM.  While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may wait in the narthex.  Each penitent will have the option to celebrate the sacrament either behind a screen or 
face-to-face, social distancing.  Once you have finished celebrating the sacrament, please leave the church nave and narthex. 
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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Wisdom 9:13-18  

The book of Wisdom was written by a teacher who lived in Alexandria, Egypt, a center for Greek philosophy in the 
ancient world.  Fearful that the Jewish people might be captivated by this secular wisdom, the author contrasts it with 
the rich spiritual wisdom found in Jewish religious traditions.  The ninth chapter presents a prayer of Solomon for 
wisdom, and today’s reading is an excerpt from this prayer. 
 
Second Reading:  Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

Philemon was a rich man with many slaves, one of whom--Onesimus--escaped.  Onesimus reached Paul in prison and 
converted to Christianity.  In sending Onesimus back to Philemon, Paul gave him a letter to take with him, a portion of 
which we hear today. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Luke 14:25-33 

We must love Jesus best and first and formulate a value system that clearly reflects this relationship.  A genuine love 
of Jesus inspires and purifies, and puts into proper order all other loves.  The challenge to be a disciple is a willingness 
to imitate Jesus so completely as to embrace the daily cross that automatically comes through such a commitment, 
and to recognize and know there is a “cost of being a disciple”, yet still be committed to follow the way of Jesus. 

For your reflection:  What is my most persistent challenge to try to follow the ways of Jesus more closely? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:33 

When we first hear this statement, it seems that Jesus is making an unrealistic demand upon us.  How can we 
renounce all of our possessions?  We need them to live.  However, what we must renounce is the belief that they 
belong to us.  Everything that we have belongs to God alone.  All of our resources are entrusted to us not only for our 
own use, but also so that we can help others.  Once we renounce the idea that we possess or are entitled to anything, 
it is much easier to share the many gifts that God has given us.  Then we truly are His Disciples. 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

Today’s gospel is clear: commitment to another involves sacrifice.  Before we accept a commitment such as marriage 
or parenting, we must plan carefully like the king in today’s gospel.  These are serious commitments which demand 
complete self-giving and are not for the faint hearted or selfish.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Our Parish 
 

Anniversary Blessings  

May God continue to bless Ron & Carol Brasseur as they celebrate 60 years of faith filled 
marriage on September 29.  Ron & Carol were married in 1962 in Saginaw at Sacred 
Heart Church. 

 

EMHC Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion Training - S.T.A. 

ATTENTION EMHC’S.  We are going to be having an information meeting in the church 
on Thursday, September 8 @ 7:00 pm.  We hope to begin distribution of Communion 
from the cup shortly after this meeting and need to do some follow-up with protocols, 
etc.  Also, this would be a good opportunity if anyone would like to participate in the 
ministry of Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion (EMHC) to attend this meeting as 
well.  If you have any questions, just call the parish office. 
 

Attention Youth of the Parish  

Watch your snail mailbox.  You will be receiving an invitation to sign up for various 
ministries in the upcoming Youth Mass on October 16. 
ALSO: If you are 16 years of age or older and you’ve been Confirmed, you may want to 
consider the ministry of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) to assist 
with the distribution of Communion.  If you are interested, please plan to attend an 
informational night on Thursday, September 8 at 7:00 pm in the Church. 

 

RCIA Inquires 

Inquiries for those wishing to learn more about the Catholic tradition will begin soon 
for adults and youth who are unbaptized or baptized in another Christian tradition and 
wish to prepare for the sacraments of First Eucharist and/or Confirmation.  Please 
contact the Parish Office 799-2460 X1 or email starcia@stasaginaw.org. 
 

Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Bible 
Study & Sharing is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. 

 

Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch •  September 10 & 11 

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following 
needed items: juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, 
sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually 
wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  
Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection 
marked ‘Brown Bag’. 

Brown Bag Challenge  ●   Month of September  

We will collect COOKIES (packaged, store bought) along with the regular 
list of items needed.  The parish really supports the Brown Bag Lunches 
and we know that you will continue to help us serve those in need.  You 
may drop off the cookies on the cart, labeled ’Brown Bag’ anytime during 
the month. 

Prayers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially: 
 
Tom K. 
Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Harold G. 
Larry S. 
Joann G. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Sandra B. 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
September 26.  Please 
remember to contact the 
office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name 
no longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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Around Our Parish 
 

Holy Hours for Vocations with Bishop Robert Gruss 
 

Holy Hours are from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, September 8 at  
 St. Pancratius Church in Cass City  
  (Our Lady Consolata Parish) 

Thursday, September 22  
 St. Mark Church, Au Gres (St. Mark Parish) 
 

World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal  

Young adults ages 18 to 35 are invited to join Bishop Gruss 
at World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal from July 30, 2023, 
to August 7, 2023.  This will include an excursion to Fatima, 
Mass with the Pope and more.  A BACK TO SCHOOL special 
is being offered from September 1 through October 15.  
For more information, a detailed schedule, and to register, 
click on the following link: 
https://www.ctscentral.net/trips/libson/saginaw-messing-
wyd-20230730/  If you have any questions, please contact 
Don Buchalski at dbuchalski@diosag.org or call 989-797-
6650. 

 
Grief Facilitator Training - Diocese of Saginaw 

On Saturday, September 17, a training will be offered for 
anyone interested in becoming a facilitator or team 
member for the Grief Support Series offered throughout 
the Diocese in different parishes.  The requirement is that 
you have or will attend a Grief Support Series prior to the 
September 17 date.  This will be an all-day training from 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., with lunch provided, at the Diocesan 
Offices, 5800 Weiss St., Saginaw.  Please contact Beth 
Bauer at 989-797-6655 or bbauer@diosag.org to register 
and ensure we have an accurate count for lunch. 

 
MISA HISPANA - A Bilingual Celebration  

September 17, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. 

The Most Reverend Robert D. Gruss, Bishop of Saginaw, 
and the Office of Multicultural Ministry invites you to 
participate in a Bilingual Mass, Spanish and English, at the 
Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption, 615 Hoyt Ave, 

Saginaw, MI 48607, at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 
17, 2022.  The Mass celebrates the rich traditions of our 
Hispanic communities.  Please contact the Office of 
Multicultural Ministry at 989.797.6646 or email 
mcoss@diosag.org for more information. 

 
Catechetical workshops being offered this October in the 
Diocese of Saginaw 

All are welcome at these workshops, but they are 
especially focused on the ministry of the catechist. For 
more information or to register, please go to the web 
address listed with each workshop. If you have any 
questions about the workshop, please contact Peg McEvoy 
at pmcevoy@diosag.org or 989.797.6608. If you have 
questions about registration, please contact Amy Dore at 
adore@diosag.org or 989.797.6654. 

Prayer 101 for Catechists – Tuesday, October 11, from 
6:30 PM - 8:30PM, at All Saints, Bay City. Click on the 
following link to register: https://
dioceseofsaginawweb.myshelby.org/default.aspx?
page=3347 
Feed My Lambs: Lesson/Session Planning for Catechists – 
Wednesday, October 19, from 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM, at 
Resurrection of the Lord, Standish. Click on the following 
link to register: https://
dioceseofsaginawweb.myshelby.org/default.aspx?
page=3347 
Scripture 101 for Catechists – Wednesday, October 26, 
from 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM, at Blessed Trinity, Frankenmuth. 
Click on the following link to register: https://
dioceseofsaginawweb.myshelby.org/default.aspx?
page=3347 
 
Saginaw County League of Catholic Women Luncheon 

Everyone is welcome to attend the League of Catholic 
Women Luncheon on Tuesday, September 20, 2022 at St. 
Agnes Church 300 Johnson, Freeland, MI 48623.  Our 
speaker will be from Life Clinic.  H & H Kitchen will be 
catering.  Please RSVP before 9-13-2022.  Mail your $15.00 
check to LCW P.O. Box 6932, Saginaw, MI 48608.  You can 
welcome our new President, Joyce.  Call Mary with any 
questions at 989-790-3358. 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Beyer Roofing
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship
Jesus tells the crowd that only those 
who renounce all of their possessions 
can be His disciples.  Is he truly asking 
us to give up everything?  Perhaps 
instead He is trying to tell us that 
everything we think we own is really 
a gift from God.  Good stewards know 
how to strive to use those gifts 
accountably. 

August 28, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $7,389.00
Loose ..................................... $598.00
Electronic (ACH) .................... $823.00
Brow Bag ................................. $15.00
Total ................................... $8,825.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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