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But now we must celebrate and 
rejoice, because your brother was 

dead and has come to life again; he 
was lost and has been found.  

Luke 15:32 
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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 The painting above, “The Return 
of the Prodigal Son” by Rembrandt is 
probably one of the most noticed 
when it comes to this gospel.  The 
late Henri Nouwen used it as the 
cover for his book, “The Return of the 
Prodigal Son.”  The parable we listen 
to today can be regarded as the 
gospel in miniature, announcing the 
compassionate love of God that 
forgives and welcomes home the 
sinner.  In the first-century Middle 
Eastern culture, a father might 
apportion his property to his children 
before his death, though they were 
not to use it until their father had 
died. “So, the father divided the 
property between them,” continues 
Jesus.  The word, “them” often 
escapes our notice, yet it should alert 
us to the fact that the elder son also 
took his share of the inheritance 
without protest and without any 
attempt, as the elder, to be the 
expected go-between in the 
reconciliation of his father and 
brother. 
 
 In giving his sons their 
inheritance, the father makes his first 
gesture of radical, “foolish” love, and 
allows the younger boy the freedom 

to leave home.  When he left, the son 
had no intention of ending up in a 
pigsty, but that is where he 
eventually finds himself – starving 
and impoverished, both materially 
and spiritually.  With all his 
inheritance squandered, enslaved by 
a Gentile boss, and looking after his 
pigs, he also makes himself ritually 
unclean and ostracized from his 
Jewish inheritance.  So, sitting down, 
he can “to his senses.”  He proceeds 
to work it all out … himself:  the 
initiative he will take to return home, 
the suggestion he will make to his 
father about being taken on as a 
hired, wage-earning hand, and so 
able to work off the debt of 
inheritance and repay his father. But 
coming to his senses will not save the 
son; coming home to the father will. 
 
 A second time the father shows 
his foolish, costly love. There is no 
cool, reserved reception of his son, 
but a running welcome, a kiss, a 
compassionate embrace that 
squeezes all the preconceived plans 
out of his son. All the boy can say is: 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you; I no longer deserved 
to be called your son.”  And from 
their dead relationships, his father 
raises him to new life, newly clothed 
and feasted. 
 
 Henri Nouwen, in another book 
entitled “The Road to Daybreak,” 
described his homecoming from 
academically successful but 
personally unsatisfying 
professorships at Harvard and Yale to 
his life working with men and women 
with disabilities in the L’Arche 
Daybreak community in Canada. 
With these wounded but loving and 
unpretentious people, Nouwen 
gradually learned to let go of his 
drive to do things and prove things.  
He was able to be his vulnerable, 
unadorned, and unmasked self, able 
to receive and give so much love.  

The parable of the Prodigal Son 
shows us an image of our Father who 
is also prodigal – a spendthrift with 
his love for each one of us, his 
unadorned and vulnerable children. 
 
 For the third time, the father is 
a foolish lover when, at the cost of 
being considered both rude and 
stupid, he ignores his guests in order 
to plead with his elder son to join in 
the communal rejoicing over his 
brother’s return.  But he refuses to 
be reconciled; he, too, has to learn 
what it means to be a son.  He 
describes himself as the one who has 
(as the NRSV translates it) “been 
working like a slave” for his father.  
He refuses to say, “my brother,” 
speaking only of “your son.” 
 
 Abruptly, we are left with the 
elder son on the threshold of choice 
– to accept or reject the father’s love, 
to be reconciled or unreconciled with 
a brother or sister.  The end of that 
story is up to us in our lives. 

 
 It seems that life is returning to 
normal in the parish.  This weekend, 
we return to our winter Sunday Mass 
schedule with Masses at 8:30 am and 
11:00 am.  Also, we begin the parish 
meetings this week with both 
Finance and Pastoral Councils 
beginning this Wednesday at the 
regularly scheduled times. On 
Thursday, the NCCE school 
community is going to be honoring 
grandparents at their morning Mass.  
Yes, life is returning to normal. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of September 11, 2022 

 
Sunday Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19;  
 1 Tm 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32 or Lk 15:1-10 
 
Monday 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17; Lk 7:1-10 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom,  
 Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5;  
 Lk 7:11-17 
 
Wednesday Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38;  
 Ph 1 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
 
Thursday Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows 
 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28; Lk 2:33-35 
 
Friday Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope,  
 and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 
 1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps; 17:1bcd, 6-7,8b & 15; Lk8:1-3 
 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Hildegard of Bingen, Virgin  
 and Doctor of the Church 
 1Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps; 56:10c-12, 13-14; LK8:4-15 
 
Sunday Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8;  
 Lk 16:1-13 or Lk 16:10-13 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
 
Tuesday, September 13 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Wednesday, September 14 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Thursday, September 15 
 8:30 AM Mass w/  
  NCCE/MS Community 
 
Saturday, September 17 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, September 18 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 11:00 AM Mass 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

 

 

David J. Sule 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
David whom you have called to be 
with you.  May the calming peace 
of your love be with his family.  
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and may the perpetual light shine 
upon him.  Amen. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 

 The book of Exodus tells of the Israelites’ escape from Egypt and their covenant with God at Mount Sinai.  In 
today’s passage, Moses has been up on the mountain for 40 days conversing with God.  In his absence, the Israelites 
have despaired and built a golden calf to worship as a god. 
 
Second Reading:  1 Timothy 1:12-17 

The first letter to Timothy was written about 30 years after Paul’s death.  It was written in Paul’s name, a practice 
common in the ancient world.  In today’s portion of this letter, the unknown author sketches a portrait of Paul as 
someone we should imitate. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Luke 15:1-32 

These three stories celebrate how eager God is to find, to forgive, and 
to save.  In the story of the prodigal son, the point is not how bad the son 
is, but how good the father is.  We are to become like the father to others, 
rich in forgiveness, mercy and eager to reconcile.  In this parable, the son’s 
experience of being lost is described twice as being dead; his experience of 
being found is described as being alive. 

For your reflection:  can you describe a time when you “came to your 
senses” and came back “home to God”? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“Everything I have is yours.” Luke 15:31  

Our Heavenly Father gives us everything, including the chance to share 
in His eternal kingdom.  Yet, like the Prodigal Son, we are often lured away 
by the materialism of our society.  Do you really want to turn your back on 
all that God offers in exchange for material wealth that has no lasting 
value?  God wants us to be happy on earth as well.  But, that requires us to 
freely accept His gift of faith; putting Him first in all things and detaching 
from our own self-sufficiency.  

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

Parents are like that shepherd in today’s gospel for they don’t give up and can’t rest if one of their children has 
wandered away.  A parent’s persistent love provides a glimpse of the unconditional love for each of us by God, Our 
Father.  A parent is a window to the Divine. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation (aka “confessions”)  ●  September 24 

 The Rite is celebrated on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month from 9:00-10:00 AM.  While waiting to celebrate 
the sacrament, you may wait in the narthex.  Each penitent will have the option to celebrate the sacrament either behind a 
screen or face-to-face, social distancing.  Once you have finished celebrating the sacrament, please leave the church nave and 
narthex. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Our Parish 
 

 

Baptism 

We welcomed into the faith community through the waters of baptism Addison Jade 
Calligaro , daughter of Cody & Mechaela (Levaine) Calligaro.  May God bless her and her 
family as she becomes a Disciple of Christ. 
 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register 

You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or register for a class.  
Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be registered St. Thomas 
Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of 
the month. 

 

RCIA Inquires 

Inquiries for those wishing to learn more about the Catholic tradition will begin soon for 
adults and youth who are unbaptized or baptized in another Christian tradition and wish to 
prepare for the sacraments of First Eucharist and/or Confirmation.  Please contact the 
Parish Office 799-2460 X1 or email starcia@stasaginaw.org. 
 
Book of Intentions  

Praying for each other’s intentions is an important part of our parish life.  During each  
Mass, you will usually hear an intention for “the prayers in our hearts and for the special 
intentions mentioned in our petition book.”  Write your intentions in the Book of Petitions.  
The parish petition book is located on the stand in the narthex.  The petitions in the book 
are anonymous. 
 

Lending Library  ●  Church Lower Level 

Visit the shelves in the basement and pick up a book, enjoy and return at your convenience.  
The library is located in the main hall of the church basemen and is opened before Mass and 
weekdays when the church is opened. 

 

Funeral Luncheon Hosts/Hostesses Needed 

Seeking men/women to serve as hosts/hostesses for catered parish funeral luncheons.  Time 
commitment would be 2-2 1/2 hours.  Job duties: greeting family, assisting with elevator and 
light clean up following meal.  Call Karen Bartels at 989-295-7951 for more information. 

 

Food Program Outreach  •  Old Town Christian Outreach   •  September 17 & 18 

Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned soups, crackers, 
package dinners, canned meats, canned vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/
syrup, cereals and any household paper products or cleaning products ie: 
dish/laundry detergents, cleaners, paper towel/toilet paper.  Monetary 
donations can be sent directly to 600 Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.  

 

Brown Bag Challenge  ●   Month of September  

We will collect COOKIES (packaged, store bought) along with the regular list 
of items needed.  The parish really supports the Brown Bag Lunches and we 
know that you will continue to help us serve those in need.  You may drop off 
the cookies on the cart, labeled ’Brown Bag’ anytime during the month. 

Prayers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially: 
 
Tom K. 
Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Harold G. 
Larry S. 
Joann G. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Sandra B. 
Rose K. 
Dennis D. & family 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
September 26.  Please 
remember to contact the 
office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name 
no longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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(continued from page 2) 
 
 What a change in the weather 
over Labor Day.  It felt more like fall 
than the days of summer.  Soon, the 
trees will be changing colors.  I have 
already seen some communities 
decorated with pumpkins, corn 
stalks, and hay bales.  Apple cider 
places will be opening soon, and 

cinnamon sugar donuts are soon to 
be filling out homes.  Enjoy these fall-
like days even though fall does not 
begin until September 21.  

Around Our Parish 
 

Holy Hours for Vocations with Bishop Robert Gruss 
 

Holy Hours are from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, September 22  
 St. Mark Church, Au Gres (St. Mark Parish) 
 

Post Abortion Healing 

 Are you or someone you know suffering from the 
aftereffects of having an abortion?  Do you know that the 
church welcomes all who have been impacted by abortion 
with love, compassion, and forgiveness?  This includes, 
men and women, grandparents, siblings, etc.  Abortion 
causes a ripple effect of pain, guilt, anger, and grief. 
Support is available through the Diocesan Rachel’s 
Vineyard Ministry during a weekend retreat to process all 
of these feelings and move forward to hope, healing, and 
forgiveness in a compassionate, safe, and confidential 
environment.  A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is scheduled for 
November 18-20, 2022, in Saginaw.  To learn more and to 
register, please call Lori Becker at 989.797.6652 or email 
lbecker@diosag.org or visit https://saginaw.org/healing-
after-abortion-you-are-not-alone.  Scholarships are 
available for the registration fee.  No one is turned away. 

 

Saginaw County League of Catholic Women Luncheon 

 Everyone is welcome to attend the League of Catholic 
Women Luncheon on Tuesday, September 20, 2022 at St. 
Agnes Church 300 Johnson, Freeland, MI 48623.  Our 
speaker will be from Life Clinic.  H & H Kitchen will be 
catering.  Please RSVP before 9-13-2022.  Mail your $15.00 
check to LCW P.O. Box 6932, Saginaw, MI 48608.  You can 
welcome our new President, Joyce.  Call Mary with any 
questions at 989-790-3358. 

 

Marriage Enrichment Cruise for Couples - Are you looking 
for a way to enhance your marriage and grow in your 
relationship with each other and God? The 2023 Good 
News Cruise may be the answer. This is a Catholic cruise 
with the Royal Caribbean Harmony of Seas, from January 
15-21, 2023. There is a wonderful list of presenters and a 
chance to set sail and get away to focus on your marriage. 
For more information and to make reservations, please 
visit www.goodnewscruise.com. 
 

Knights of Columbus 4232  ●   
 Join us for Family (Burger) Night!!!  Every Monday 
from 5:00-7:00 PM.  Serving the best Hamburgers, 
Cheeseburgers, Hotdogs, and Coney Dogs with those 
delicious fries or chips.  Take outs are also available. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.goodnewscruise.com
https://saginaw.org/healing-after-abortion-you-are-not-alone
https://saginaw.org/healing-after-abortion-you-are-not-alone
mailto:lbecker@diosag.org
https://saginaw.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9c106bb201ebcc282ddac5e7&id=1dea7bfad5&e=1e1e61f4af
https://saginaw.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9c106bb201ebcc282ddac5e7&id=61793e13e7&e=1e1e61f4af


St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

John Bartnik MD
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

We can hear God speaking to us 
today in the words of the father to his 
elder son: “You are with me always, 
and everything I have is yours.”  What 
is my response to such remarkable 
generosity?  Do I give joyfully and 
generously as God gives to me?

September 4, 2022 
Envelopes ......................... $11,551.00
Loose ..................................... $581.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $3,919.00
Brow Bag ............................... $385.00
Total ................................. $16,436.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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A Prayer of Blessing  

for Grandparents' Day 

 

Grandma and Grandpa, 

Grams and Pop-Pop, 

Nanna and Pappa 

 

If it were not for our grandparents 

Where would some of us be? 

If it were not for their sacrifices 

Where would some of us have landed? 

 

We bless you 

for gifts of love and time  

and patience 

We bless you 

for the sacrifices you made  

in middle age and retirement 

So that we would not  

feel the sting of want. 

 

God bless you 

For helping your children raise us 

For teaching us your faith 

For praying for us when were lost 

For keeping a strong light shining 

In a world full of darkness. 

 

We bless God 

For grandparents 

For godparents 

For surrogate parents everywhere! 



After two years of COVID protocols, St. Thomas Aquinas choir is planning a comeback.  
But we need new members!  Over the past two years, we have lost several of our choir 
members due to changes in people’s situations.  The only way we can restart the choir 
is through the dedication of those members who are still able to return and the 
inclusion of new members.  Choir members provide a ministry to the parish, while 
being part of a community that supports one another, shares fellowship, and deepens 
spirituality.  We also have a lot of fun. 
 
Whenever I talk to people about joining the choir, the two most common excuses I 
hear are: (1) “I don’t read music”, and (2) “We’re gone a lot, I can’t commit to a 
schedule”.  Let me debunk these two “obstacles” for you. 

 First, you don’t need to be able to read music.  In fact, the majority of the choir 
does not.  I teach the music knowing that there are people who don’t read music.  It 
has never stopped anyone from learning the music.  

 Second, we are a flexible group, and if you can’t make rehearsal or scheduled 
Masses on occasion, that is not a problem.  Many of our members travel and have 
other obligations.  We work around people’s schedules. 

 

We rehearse on Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  We sing at one Mass each 
weekend, rotating through each of the three Mass times.  So one week it's at 8:30, the 
next week might be 4:00, and then 11:00.  At the first rehearsal, you would get a 
printed schedule that shows which Masses we will sing at.  This first schedule goes all 
the way through Christmas.  Then I provide a new one for the second half of the year. 
We take the summer off (once we get to Pentecost).  
 
 By the way, if anyone has even turned to you at Mass and told you that you have a 
beautiful voice, and that you should join choir, you’re being tapped on the shoulder.  
Come and check it out. 

S t .  T h o m a s  A q u i n a s  

M U S I C  N O T E S  

Deb 
Deb Kraklow 
Choir Director 
debk@stasaginaw.org 
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4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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