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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 Did you ever stop and think a 
bout all that you have?  Did you 
ever stop and think that it is a gift 
from God?  Oh, we may have 
worked hard to acquire it, but 
ultimately, it is God who is the one 
who gives it to us. Today, we meet 
another “prodigal.”  This time is it a 
prodigal steward or business 
manager.  He also squandered 
property.  We are not told what was 
the reason for his wastefulness – 
was it negligence, incompetence, or 
malice?  Where he is efficient is in 
the speedy formulation of a plan 
that will ensure his future now that 
he has been denounced.  He thinks 
quickly and shrewdly.  Realizing he 
does not have the physical strength 
to become a laborer or the humility 
to beg, he acts before the news of 
his dismissal spreads throughout the 
village.  He decides to grant favors – 
debt reductions – and this, the 
debtors will presume, will be at his 
master’s generous initiative, not his 
own.  They would never imagine, 
rightly, that the manager would 
have such authority.  The debtors 
gladly rewrite their promissory 
notes with the percentage cut 
offered by the manager, and there is 
much consequent praise of both the 
master and his employee.  When 
the master hears of the manager’s 
actions, he can do nothing more 

than make the best of the situation. 
To renege would mean a shameful 
loss of face and honor, unthinkable 
in that culture. 
 
 The master wryly praises his 
manager, not for his business ethics, 
but for his flair and roguish 
intelligence in a time of crisis.  The 
“children of this world,” those like 
the manager who are driven by 
material values and are 
knowledgeable about the way to 
save their own unethical skins, show 
themselves resourceful in social 
dealings.  The “hook” of the parable 
is that the “children of light,” those 
enlightened by Jesus and his gospel 
proclamation, should be even more 
alert and enterprising, more ready 
to risk everything because they rely 
on the mercy and honor of their 
Master.  “What will I do?” is a 
question for each of us as a disciple 
and trusty steward of the rich 
property of God’s household, not 
only of the material resources that 
are to be shared with those in need, 
but especially of the mysteries of 
God.  In some way, we are all like 
the manager – a mix of the 
despicable and the commendable. 
 
 Probably none of us will ever 
feature in the list of the world’s top 
billionaires but, says Jesus, the one 
who can be trusted with little things 
can also be trusted with the great 
and so win a rich inheritance in the 
kingdom.  It is all too easy to be 
irresponsible with and indifferent to 
the familiar, everyday tasks, lacking 
the manager’s honest self-
knowledge and harboring the 
illusion that we will be reliable and 
committed when the big demands 
come.  But in the near future, most 
of us will not have a stunning 
success on the stock market, launch 
a scheme for global economic 

recovery, or die a martyr’s death. 
More likely, we will contribute to or 
disregard our parish planned giving; 
buy or resist purchasing what we do 
not really need; recycle our garbage 
or destroy a few more trees.  The 
mundane is rich in opportunities for 
storing up treasure in heaven.  If we 
are tainted with acquisitiveness, the 
best think to do with our money is 
to give it away to those in need.  We 
may not be introduced to them until 
we meet in the kingdom, but our 
generous initiative will win us 
friends among the poor who are 
raised up, the hungry who are filled. 
 
 Over a week ago, we had a 
meeting of our Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion 
(EMHCs) and to begin to plan on 
restoring the practice of receiving 
communion from the cup.  I realize 
that some will not feel comfortable 
with drinking from the common 
cup, but I have included in the 
bulletin this week, a flyer with some 
of the common questions that 
people may have.  My hope is to 
return the first weekend of October, 
October 1-2, with receiving from the 
cup but we will need our EMHCs to 
step up to the plate and volunteer 
as ministers.  To begin with, we will 
only have one cup for each station 
and see how that goes.  

 
 One can tell that each day 
means less sunshine that the day 
before.  The temperatures are 
beginning to drop and I am 
beginning to see some “color” in the 
trees around us.  This Wednesday, 
we officially begin fall.  It truly is a 
great time of the year that God has 
blessed us with.  May we not forget 
to say thanks to God for that 
blessing. 
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Readings for the Week of September 17, 2022 

 
Sunday Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8;  
 Lk 16:1-13 or Lk 16:10-13 
 
Monday Memorial of Saint Januarius, Bishop and Martyr 
 Prv 3:27-34; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Lk 8:16-18 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, and 

Paul Chong Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs 
 Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44; Lk 8:19
-21 
 
Wednesday Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and evangelist 
 Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13 
 
Thursday Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 & 17bc;  
 Jn 14:6; Lk 9:7-9 
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 
 Eccl 3:1-11; Ps144:1b & 2abc, 3-4; Mk 10:45;  
 Lk9:18-22 
 
Saturday Eccl 11:9-12:8; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13,14 & 17;  
 2 Tm 1:10; Lk 9:43B-45 
 
Sunday Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; 1 Tm 6:11-16; 
 Lk 16:19-31 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
 
Tuesday, September 20 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Wednesday, September 21 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Thursday, September 22 
 8:30 AM Mass w/  
  NCCE/MS Community 
 
Saturday, September 24 
 9:00-10:00 AM 
         Individual Rite of Penance 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, September 25 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 11:00 AM Mass 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation (aka 
“confessions”)  ●  September 24 

 

The Rite is celebrated on the second 
and fourth Saturdays of the month 
from 9:00-10:00 AM.  While waiting to 
celebrate the sacrament, you may wait 
in the narthex.  Each penitent will have 
the option to celebrate the sacrament 
either behind a screen or face-to-face, 
social distancing.  Once you have 
finished celebrating the sacrament, 
please leave the church nave and 
narthex. 
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Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Amos 8:4-7 

 Amos has been called the prophet of social justice.  He lived about 750 B.C., at a time of economic prosperity and 
religious corruption.  Amos was a forceful and colorful preacher, as we will hear in today’s passage. 
 
Second Reading:  11 Timothy 2:1-8 

 We continue to read from first Timothy, a letter written in Paul’s name about 30 years after his death.  Today’s 
passage, drawing upon Paul’s authority, teaches about public prayer.  We will also hear quoted what may have been 
an early Christian creed. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Luke 16:1-13 

The shocker of this parable is that Jesus praises the unjust steward.  If only a Christian was as eager and ingenious 
to attain goodness as the “worldly” are in their goal to attain money, success or comfort.  If only people would give as 
much attention and energy to the concern for their souls as to the concern for their business.  Jesus also states that 
we cannot serve two masters.  “The love of money is the toot of all evil”.  We cannot love money exclusively and 
avoid (doing) evil. 

 For your reflection:  Have you ever feit that something valuable you owned actually owned you? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

 “No servant can serve two masters.  He will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the 
other.  You cannot serve God and mammon (wealth).” LUKE 16:13 

Jesus knows that for many of us, God and money run “neck and neck” as top priority.  Is money a “god” that you put 
before God?  Giving money to support the Church and other charity is a pillar of our faith, just like attending Mass 
every Sunday and participating in parish ministry.  Giving money frees us from becoming a slave to money.  It 
increases our dependence on God and our trust that God will provide all that we need. 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

Despite all our time saving gadgets, we still have less leisure and family time.  To solve this we created the Myth 
of Quality Time.  Don’t be fooled: Quality Time is Quantity Time.  Jesus counsels us today, we “cannot serve two 
masters” and expect to be happy.  Dedicate time to your family.  No one in their final hours regretted not spending 
more time at work.  
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In Our Parish 

 
Birthday Blessings 

The parish sends birthday blessings to Mary Frost on her 90th birthday.  May the LORD bless 
you on your birthday, and may your day be filled with joy and your year full of many 
blessings.  Happy Birthday  

 

Lending Library  ●  Church Lower Level 

Visit the shelves in the basement and pick up a book, enjoy and return at your convenience.  
The library is located in the main hall of the church basemen and is opened before Mass and 
weekdays when the church is opened. 

 

Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch  •  September 24 & 25 

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: juice 
drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, 
snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and 
mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection marked 
‘Brown Bag’. 

 

Catechist for Liturgy of the Word for Children 

We are looking for new catechists (parents, grandparents or young adults) to help with LOW 
on Sundays.  Requirements: a love of Jesus and children, minimal training and for adults, 
VIRTUS compliance.  Call the parish office 989-799-2460 ext 1 more information. 

 

Kids Bulletins  

Bulletins are be available in the narthex.  Pick one up to share the Gospel with your children.  
Puzzles and games each week for ages 3-6 and 7-12. 
 

Would you like to join our Prayer Line?   

Please call the Parish Office  for more information 799-2460 ext. 1.  What is required of a 
Prayer Line member?  Prayer Line members are requested to remember in their daily prayers 
the persons or intentions they have been called on to pray for.  It is not required that you say 
a rosary, a novena, or other special prayers, just remember in your normal prayers the 
intentions received thru the prayer line. 

Prayers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially: 
 
Tom K. 
Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Harold G. 
Larry S. 
Joann G. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Sandra B. 
Rose K. 
Dennis D. & family 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
September 26.  Please 
remember to contact the 
office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name 
no longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 

The 2022-2023 Christ's Mission Appeal will kickoff 
next weekend with a message from Bishop Gruss.  
Materials about Christ's Mission Appeal, along with a 
letter from Bishop Gruss and a pledge card soon will 
follow.  Please stay tuned for information and how 
you can make a difference for our brothers and sisters 
throughout the Diocese of Saginaw. 

A note about special collections and subsidies: A portion of every dollar raised supports 
12 special campaigns for missions, social outreach and the support of the Vatican.  
Through the generous funds to Christ’s Mission Appeal, the diocese makes fixed 
contributions to these campaigns, rather than through second collections at parishes. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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Around Our Parish 
 

Post Abortion Healing – Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

Are you or someone you know suffering from the 
aftereffects of having an abortion?  Do you know that the 
church welcomes all who have been impacted by abortion 
with love, compassion, and forgiveness?  This includes, 
men and women, grandparents, siblings, etc.  Abortion 
causes a ripple effect of pain, guilt, anger, and grief. 
Support is available through the Diocesan Rachel’s 
Vineyard Ministry during a weekend retreat to process all 
of these feelings and move forward to hope, healing, and 
forgiveness in a compassionate, safe, and confidential 
environment.  A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is scheduled for 
November 18-20, 2022, in Saginaw. To learn more and to 
register, please call Lori Becker at 989.797.6652 or email 
lbecker@diosag.org or visit https://saginaw.org/healing-
after-abortion-you-are-not-alone.  Scholarships are 
available for the registration fee.  No one is turned away. 

 

Holy Hours for Vocations with Bishop Robert Gruss 
 

Holy Hours are from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, September 22  
 St. Mark Church, Au Gres (St. Mark Parish) 
 

Knights of Columbus 4232  ●   
 Join us for Family (Burger) Night!!!  Every Monday 
from 5:00-7:00 PM.  Serving the best Hamburgers, 
Cheeseburgers, Hotdogs, and Coney Dogs with those 
delicious fries or chips.  Take outs are also available. 

 

Holy Fire-Great Lakes 

At Holy Fire, middle school Catholics (6th-8th) are invited 
and challenged to embrace their baptismal call and the 
powerful, relevant gospel of Jesus.  Through talks by 
dynamic speakers, witness by peers, inspirational praise 
and worship, and rich experiences of the Sacraments, Holy 
Fire helps young people feel seen, welcomed, and invited 
into a life-changing commitment to Christ.  See the flyer 

below for more information and how to register. 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

The Print Shop
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

The dishonest manager in today’s 
parable knew how to manipulate 
money to his own advantage.  But 
the gospel warns that no one can 
serve both God and money. 
Which do I serve?  Is my 
stewardship such that anyone can 
tell? 

September 11, 2022 
Envelopes ......................... $11,685.00
Loose .................................. $1,015.00
Electronic (ACH) .................... $630.00
Brow Bag ................................. $45.00
Total ................................. $13,375.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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The Reception of Holy Communion at Mass 
The Return of Receiving the Precious Blood of the Risen Lord 

from the Chalice 

On June 10, 2022, Bishop Robert Gruss granted permission for all the parishes 
and Catholic institutions throughout the Diocese of Saginaw to return the 
normative practice of receiving the Precious Blood of the Risen Lord from the 
Chalice at Mass (after a two-year hiatus due to the COVID-19 Pandemic). “While 
the heart of the celebration of the Eucharist is the Eucharistic Prayer, the 
consummation of the Mass is found in Holy Communion” (General Instruction of 
the Roman Missal, #5). To the best of their ability, parishes should return to 
offering both the Body and Blood of Christ (both species) at celebrations of the 
Eucharist on Sundays, Holy Days, and weekdays when it is appropriate and can 
be accomplished with reverence and dignity. 

Six Frequently Asked Questions 

about Receiving the Precious Blood from the Chalice 
References: General Instruction of the Roman Missal = GIRM ~ Norms for the Distribution of Holy Communion Under 

Both Kinds = NDHC- from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC 

1. Is receiving from the Chalice a 
common practice? From the first 
days of the Church’s celebration of 
the Eucharist, Holy Communion 
consisted of the reception of both 
species in fulfillment of the Lord’s 
command to “take and eat … take 
and drink.” The practice continued 
until the late 11th century when the 
custom of only receiving the bread 
began to grow. In 1415, it was 
decreed that Holy Communion 
under the form of bread alone 
would be distributed only. The 
Fathers of the 2nd Vatican Council 
restored Holy Communion under 

both kinds and became allowed in 
1970. (NDHC #17-18). 

2. Is it safe to receive from the 
Chalice? The risk for infectious 
disease transmission by a common 
Communion chalice is considered 
low when appropriate safeguards – 
that is wiping the interior and 
exterior rim and rotating the cup – 
are maintained. As always, if a 
person is not feeling well, they 
should refrain from receiving from 
the chalice. 



3. Do I have to receive from the 
Chalice? The opportunity to receive 
the Precious Blood from the chalice 
always remains the choice of the 
communicant as an option and is 
not a requirement. (GIRM #284 – 
NDHC #46). 

4. If I receive the Consecrated Host 
only and not from the Chalice is my 
reception of Holy Communion full 
and complete? “The real presence of 
Christ in the eucharistic elements – 
whole and entire – is in each 
element of consecrated bread and 
wine” (NDHC, #25). The doctrine of 
concomitance states that since 
Christ is indivisible, no part of 
Christ’s substance can be divided. 
Thus, Christ’s body cannot be 
separated from his blood, which 
means that Christ’s full presence is in 
each element fully. 

5. Can’t I just “dip” the Consecrated 
Host into the Precious Blood? The 
normative way to receive the 
Precious Blood of the Lord is by 
taking a sip from the Chalice. The 
practice of “Intinction” (dipping the 
Body of Christ into the Blood of 
Christ) is not the ordinary way of 
receiving. Likewise, individuals are 
not permitted to intinct on their 
own. It must always be done by a 
minister. Furthermore, to receive in 
this way also eliminates the option 
to receive in the hand. (GIRM #287 
– NDHC #49-50). 

6. Why can’t we use individual cups? 
The Lord himself gave us the 
Eucharist at the Last Supper and it is 

directed toward the intimate union 
of the faithful with Christ through 
“Communion.” The practice of 
sharing a chalice mirrors and 
remains more faithful to the 
command and action of the Lord at 
the Last Supper. (NDHC #6). 

 

 
May the receiving of your Body 

and Blood, Lord Jesus Christ, 

not bring me to judgement and 

condemnation, but through your 

loving mercy be for me 

protection of mind and body and 

a healing remedy. 

[Priest’s prayer before reception of Holy 

Communion – Roman Missal III] 

 
 

Provided by the Office of Liturgy 

Diocese of Saginaw 
(A special note of acknowledgement and 

appreciation to the Diocese of Youngstown for 

their resource materials). 



1258

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603
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4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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