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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 Today, as we continue our way 
through the gospel of Luke, we have 
Jesus speaking to the Pharisees 
who, we have learned just before 
this passage, “loved money” and 
who were ridiculing Jesus over what 
he had said about idolizing wealth 
over the worship of God.  Our 
passage today is about poverty and 
wealth, the “haves” and the “have-
nots,” and are given human faces in 
the beggar at the gate of a rich man 
who sits comfortably, securely, and 
blindly in his splendid dwelling.  
Also, the Lucan beatitude, “Blessed 
are you who are poor, for the 
kingdom of God is yours” and the 
woe, “woe to you who are rich, for 
you have received your consolation” 
become narrative in this parable. 
The beggar is the only character in 
any of Jesus’ parables who is give a 
person name.  He is called 
“Lazarus,” meaning “God has 
helped.”  The rich man is often 
referred to as “Dives,” a name not 
used in the gospel test; it is simply 
the Latin for “rich man.”  In our 
society, it is usually the poor who 
are nameless while the mass media 
screams at us the names and faces 
of the rich, along with their often-
inconsequential doings.  This is an 
early hint of the gospel paradox that 
Jesus will proclaim in this parable. 
 
 

 Both Lazarus and the rich man 
die.  Lazarus has some wonderful 
friends, the angels, who carry his 
from his dumping place to the 
loving and intimate company of 
Abraham, the model of Old 
Testament hospitality – hospitality 
he never received from the rich 
man.  The rich man is dismissed 
abruptly; dead and buried, he ends 
up in Hades.  All of a sudden, stirred 
by self-interest, he does notice 
Lazarus, and even knows his name. 
But even in Hades, the rich man 
cannot throw off his pride, his total 
self-centeredness, and his 
indifference to any suffering except 
his own.  During his life, he 
prepared his own sorry future, but 
he refuses to admit responsibility 
for this.  He wants Lazarus to his 
slave, his water carrier, and his 
messenger boy. 
 
 We listen to this parable in the 
assembly as brothers and sisters in 
the house of living stones, gathered 
together by the one who has risen 
from the dead and come to us in his 
Word and sacrament.  Is our 
liturgical celebration securely and 
comfortably “gated” from the 
“poor” outside?  Or does it 
challenge us to welcome and serve 
them?  Do we ever try to put a 
human face on those who lie at the 
gates of our institutions and nations 
or allow ourselves to be challenged 
by those who are covered with 
contemporary sores – the 
unemployed, people with 
disabilities, asylum seekers, abused 
women and children?  (The latter 
are the most numerous “Lazaruses” 
in our world today.)  When “the 
poor” are just an abstract concept, 
they continue to be separated by a 
great chasm from their more 
fortunate sisters and brothers.  The 
success of human-interest stories in 

our newspapers and on TV bear 
witness to the impact of faces and 
names. 
 
 The challenge is that we must 
try to bridge the chasm in whatever 
way we can – through personal 
generosity; individual and group 
advocacy, information that stirs the 
heart to outreach, ethical business 
investments, or responsible voting; 
we are called to respond to the 
world of God in this life.  Like the 
rich man and his five brothers, no 
signs, no miracles, not even the 
word of God can break into and 
convert our hearts if we are 
determined to lock out the 
disadvantaged from our lives, 
because in them our poor brother 
Jesus still sits begging at our gates. 
 
 While 
Election Day is 
still seven weeks 
away, a challenge 
we face as 
Catholic 
Christians is our 
response to Proposal 3 on the ballot 
– the “Reproductive Freedom for 
All” proposal that would change our 
state constitution.  Over the next 
seven weeks, we will have a series 
of bulletin inserts and other 
information about this proposal and 
why, as Catholics, we believe is bad 
legislation.  I would encourage 
everyone to educate themselves as 
to what Proposal 3 days and the 
constitutional change it would 
make.  Also, let us pray that the 
Holy Spirit guide the hearts of all 
voters to recognize the sanctity of 
life.  As Catholics, we believe life 
begins at the moment of 
conception.  From that moment, we 
are to care and protect all life. 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of September 25, 2022 

 
Sunday Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; 1 Tm 6:11-16;  
 Lk 16:19-31 
 
Monday Memorial of Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 
 Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest 
 Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23; Ps 88:2-3, 4-5, 6, 7-8;  
 Lk 9:51-56 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Lawrence Ruiz and  
 Companions, Martyrs 
 Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 14-15;  
 Lk 9:57-62 
 
Thursday Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, 
 Archangels 
 Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5;  
 Jn 1:47-51 
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor  
 of the Church 
 Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Ps 139:1-3, 7-8, 9-10, 13-14ab; 
 Lk10:13-16 
 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus,  
 Virgin and Doctor of the Church 
 Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91,125,130; 
 Lk 10:17-24 
 
Sunday Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; 
 Lk 17:5-10 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
 
Tuesday, September 27 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Wednesday, September 28 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Thursday, September 29 
 8:30 AM Mass w/  
  NCCE/MS Community 
 
Saturday, October 1 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, October 2 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 11:00 AM Mass 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Amos 6:1, 4-7 

 Our first reading is from Amos, the prophet of social justice.  In today’s passage, he denounces the hollow 
prosperity of the rich, a self-indulgent life-style maintained at the expense of the poor.  For such people, he forecasts 
a gloomy future. 
 
Second Reading:  1 Timothy 6:11-16 

 In the latter years of the first century, when the first letter to Timothy was written, Church leaders were 
concerned that Christianity not be seen as opposed to the good order of society.  So, today's passage pictures Paul 
exhorting  one of his companions, Timothy, to lead an upright life and remain faithful to the end. 
 
 

Gospel Reflection: Luke 16:1-13 

This parable illustrates the great “reversal’ that will happen.  The marginalized and excluded (Lazarus) in this life 
will find themselves blessedly joyous in the next; those who enjoyed a lion’s share of this world’s goods (rich man), 
who took no notice of the poor will find themselves in want and sorrow in the next.  It is not that the rich man did 
wrong things, but that he did not notice Lazarus. 

 For your reflection:  In what ways do we view the world with the same complacency and dullness of the rich man 
in the Lazarus parable? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

 “My child, remember that you received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received what 
was bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented.  Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is 
established…”     Luke 16:25-26 

When God created the world He declared that it was good and He gave it to all mankind for us to enjoy.  However, 
over the years we have created a chasm between those who have great gifts and those who do not.  In today’s Gospel 
we see that with our own generosity we must bridge that gap between those who have much and those who have 
little or we may find ourselves on the wrong side of the chasm in the next life. 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 In today’s gospel the rich man died and was condemned to “a place of torment” because he ignored the poor.  He 
asked Lazarus to go and warn his five brothers to change their ways.  Evidently ignoring the poor was a family pattern. 
Is your family sensitive to the poor?  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church  •  Saginaw, Michigan 5 

In Our Parish 

Coming Soon  ●  The Catechism of the Catholic Church -A Six Week Journey 
 

 You are invited to join Deacon Gary Patelski on a six week journey on Sundays after 
11:00 am Mass, October 16 - November 20 exploring the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 

What is a Catechism? 
Become familiar with the history of the Catechism. 
Become familiar with the background and purpose of the current Catechism. 
Learn how to use and find items in the Catechism. 
Review the content of the current Catechism (walk through). 

More information and how to sign up will be available beginning October 2. 

 

Food Program Outreach  ●  East Side Soup Kitchen  •  October 1 & 2 

 The food collection for next weekend will be for the EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN.  Thank 
you for your continuing support.  ESSK is in always need of the following items:  #10 cans of 
Corn, Green Beans, Carrots, and Peas, Peaches, Pears, and Fruit Cocktail; Applesauce, Pork & 
Beans; Juice/Kool-Aid Pouches, Small Bottled Water, Yams/Sweet Potatoes, Pudding & Fruit 
Cups any kind of Packaged Cookies and Cooking Spray.  Monetary donations can be sent 
directly to 940 E. Genesee, Saginaw, MI 48607, checks payable East Side Soup Kitchen. 

 

Catechist for Liturgy of the Word for Children 

 We are looking for new catechists (parents, grandparents or young adults) to help with 
LOW on Sundays.  Requirements: a love of Jesus and children, minimal training and for 
adults, VIRTUS compliance.  Call the parish office 989-799-2460 ext 1 more information. 

 

Would you like to join our Prayer Line?   

 Please call the Parish Office  for more information 799-2460 ext. 1.  What is required of a 
Prayer Line member?  Prayer Line members are requested to remember in their daily prayers 
the persons or intentions they have been called on to pray for.  It is not required that you say 
a rosary, a novena, or other special prayers, just remember in your normal prayers the 
intentions received thru the prayer line. 

Prayers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially: 
 
Tom K. 
Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Harold G. 
Larry S. 
Joann G. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Sandra B. 
Rose K. 
Dennis D. & family 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
September 26.  Please 
remember to contact the 
office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name 
no longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 

 We kick off the 2022-2023 Christ’s Mission 
Appeal Education Weekend with a message from 
Bishop Gruss.  Our target this year is $120,944.  The 
appeal letters from the Diocese of Saginaw should 
have hit your households or will be in your mailboxes 
soon with more information on the campaign.  Next 
weekend is the Commitment Weekend where we ask 
you to return your payment or a commitment to the 
campaign. 
 
 Christ’s Mission Appeal gives Catholics in the Diocese of Saginaw an opportunity to 
offer thanksgiving to God for His tremendous gifts.  Your generosity to this appeal allows 
for the continuation and expansion of a wide variety of ministries to the faithful, while 
engaging in the work of evangelization.  Christ’s Mission Appeal impacts the lives in our 
communities that include: Catholic Family Service, Communications, Faith Formation, 
and Priestly Vocations.  We can do together as the Diocese of Saginaw what cannot be 
accomplished as a single parish. 

 

I hope I can be the 
autumn leaf, who looked 
at the sky and lived.  And 
when it was time to leave, 
gracefully it knew life was 
a gift. 
– Dodinsky 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member.
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(continued from page 2)

It is hard to believe that 
September ends this week and 
October begins on Saturday.  This 
means that there are only three 
more months left in 2022.  This week, 
our Worship Commission will have 
their first meeting of the new fiscal 
year on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.  Next 
weekend, we will be welcoming the 

KCs from Council 4232 for a 
Corporate Communion at the 4:00 
pm Mass.  Also, next weekend, they 
will be conducting a membership 
drive, seeking other Catholic men to 
join them and the work they do for 
the Church universal and the parishes 
in our area.  Stop by and check them 
out. 

There is a “rumor” going around 
that I have a birthday coming up.  
Well, it is no rumor.  In fact, the 
government is going to start paying 
me.  Yes, I am reaching that magical 
age of Social Security.  Where did all 
the years go?  Have a blessed week.

Around Our Parish
A BENEFIT FOR EMMAUS HOUSE 

Sheriff William Federspiel will be putting on a benefit 

concert for Emmaus House, which is a Christian-based 

program for women in our community who strive to put their 

lives back together after serving time in jail or who are coming 

out of rehabilitation services.  They are a nonprofit 

organization with volunteers and a small paid staff.  The 

upcoming Kenny Rogers Tribute Concert will also feature a 

local musician who will pay tribute to Olivia Newton-John.  

The members of the Kenny Rogers Group who have played as 

a backing band for Kenny Rogers for several decades are 

committed to come to Frankenmuth for two full 90-minute 

concerts at Bronner’s Performing Arts Center.  The concerts 

will be held on Friday, November 4 at 7pm and Saturday, 

November 5 at 7:00pm.  The overall goal is to raise 

awareness, and much-needed funding, for Emmaus House to 

continue their successful mission work.  Tickets are $35.  You 

can visit https://www.vancoeents.com/ BHTJ for ticket 

information.

KC Membership Drive  ● Corporate Communion

The Knights of Columbus, Council 4232 will be hosting a 

Membership Drive next weekend October 1 and October 2 

and a Corporate Communion Saturday, October 2.  If you 

would like more information see Brian or a Knight after mass.  

You may contact Brian Barlow at 989-213-2032 or 

www.kofc.org/joinus.
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5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week
Fast Eddie Car Wash 

& Oil Change
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

The sin of the rich man in today’s 
parable was not that he was rich, but 
that he failed to share his wealth with 
the beggar at his gate. He knew 
Lazarus, perhaps walked by him every 
time he came in or out, but did 
nothing to relieve his suffering. Is 
there a Lazarus in my life? What am I 
doing to help? 

September 18, 2022 
Envelopes ......................... $10,671.00
Loose ..................................... $977.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $5,738.00
Brow Bag ................................. $30.00
Total ................................. $17,416.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses


Opposing Proposal 3

 W E E K  1 

This November, Michigan voters will be asked to consider 
Proposal 3 (the “Reproductive Freedom for All” proposal), 
which would amend Michigan’s Constitution to make abor-
tion a fundamental right. As Catholics, we recognize that 

“Human life must be respected and protected absolutely 
from the moment of conception.” (CCC 2270). That is be-
cause every person is wonderfully made in the image and 
likeness of God and is therefore of immense worth. But we 
must also help our family members, friends, and neighbors 
understand that Proposal 3 goes much farther than merely 
restoring Roe v. Wade’s abortion regime. In fact, Proposal 3 
invalidates more than two dozen Michigan pro-life laws and 
has many startling consequences.

For example, the proposal grants a fundamental right 
to reproductive freedom to “every individual”—with no 
age limits. So on its face, the proposal authorizes a minor 
to obtain an abortion without parental consent or even no-
tice, even though a parent’s consent is always required to 

dispense medicine or perform the most routine medical 
procedure for a minor. Proposal 3 supporters say that courts 
can put limits on this broad language. But that’s not true. 
A judge interpreting the Michigan Constitution must apply 
the words that the Constitution contains, and that means 
courts will be required to give effect to the broad phrase “ev-
ery individual.”

No matter how a voter feels about abortion, Michigan’s 
Constitution should not be amended to strip parents of their 
right to be consulted before a minor child makes the seri-
ous decision to take her baby’s life. Please tell everyone you 
know: vote “NO” on Proposal 3 on November 8th.

John Bursch is a constitutional lawyer and former Michi-
gan Solicitor General. Through Alliance Defending Freedom, 
he represents the Michigan Catholic Conference and Right to 
Life of Michigan in court to uphold Michigan’s pro-life laws.

C o n f e r e n c e

Michigan
Catholic



Vote NO on 
Proposal 3

DEFE AT  THE  ANY THING  GOES 
ABORTION  A MENDMENT

This November election, the Catholic bishops in Michigan are 
urging all Michiganders to vote NO on Proposal 3. The measure 
would add an amendment to the state constitution to:

• Legalize abortion at any time in pregnancy for 
any reason.

• Allow abortions to be performed by anyone, even those 
without a medical license.

• Allow any person to help teens obtain abortions without 
their parents knowing.

• Protect abortion providers from penalties for killing or 
injuring a woman during an abortion.

• Revoke state law that requires abortion facilities to be 
licensed and inspected.

• Require taxpayers to pay for abortions.

This amendment allows abortion for:

• ANY ONE: any age…including minors
• ANY TIME: up to the moment of birth…and beyond birth
• ANY WHERE: in a medical facility…or any other location

Vote NO
• On legal abortion through all nine months of pregnancy 

for any reason.
• On anyone performing abortions.
• On ending parental consent for teenage abortions.
• On allowing legal immunity for medical and non-medical 

abortionists.

Help Defeat 
Proposal 3

• Vote NO, either in person on Nov. 8, or by absentee 
ballot beforehand.

• Check your voter registration status 
and learn more about how to make 
sure you vote properly by visiting the 
Michigan Voter Information Center at 
mvic.sos.state.mi.us

• Encourage your relatives, friends, coworkers, and parish-
ioners to register to vote and vote NO on this proposal.

• Pray that the outcome of election may be one that will 
protect and uphold the dignity of human life.

GE T  INVOLVED  WITH  THE 
VOTE  NO  C A MPAIGN

To volunteer, receive updates, and make a do-
nation to ensure there are enough resources 
to defeat this dangerous amendment, visit the 
website for Citizens to Support MI Women 
& Children—the official campaign to defeat 
the anything goes abortion amendment—at 
supportmiwomenandchildren.org

C o n f e r e n c e

Michigan
Catholic
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4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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