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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 

 Our gospel today comes 
immediately after Jesus speaks some 
hard words to his disciples – warnings 
about being a stumbling block for 
others on the journey of discipleship. 
What is needed is correction, 
repentance, and forgiveness that is 
generous and uncalculating, even in 
aggravating circumstances.  It all seems 
a bit too much for the disciples, so they 
ask: “Increase our faith.”  “Quality, not 
quantity” is a cliché that we often us, 
seriously or frivolously, with reference 
to many different situations.  In this 
one, the apostles (not the larger group 
of disciples) are asking Jesus for “more” 
faith, but Jesus responds with a 
qualitative image of faith – faith that is 
like a tiny mustard seed that the sower 
God plants in our hearts.  Buried deep, 
it germinates in darkness, but if we fail 
to tend the seed it will never break 
through its protective membrane and 
push into our lives.  When disciples so 
live by faith, even “mustard seed faith,” 
they can continue to do extraordinary 
things like persisting in the forgiveness 
about which Jesus has just spoken in 
the verse preceding the Lectionary 
text.  
 
 To impress us with this truth, 
Jesus uses another image – an 
uprooted mulberry tree.  These trees 
can grow up to seventy feet high and 
their root system is extraordinary 
invasive.  Anyone who has coped with 
root damage to plumbing systems 
would appreciate the first-century 
Palestinian law that prohibited the 

planting of mulberry trees near 
cisterns.  Using exaggeration to make 
his point, Jesus says that the word of a 
disciple empowered with mustard seek 
faith would be able to life up a 
mulberry tree and transplant it in the 
sea.  Such is the metaphorical strength 
that  God bestows on the person of 
faith, even in impossible, ridiculous 
situations. 
 
 Our faith is to be the faith of 
“slaves,” not in the abusive sense, but 
in the way that Paul refers to himself as 
“a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an 
apostle and set apart for the gospel of 
God.”  Since Jesus’ audience comprises 
those who are to be the apostolic 
leaders of communities, the parable of 
the Master and Servant (or slave) is 
directed first to them and then, by 
further extension, to all Christians.  The 
servant’s duties are described as 
shepherding, plowing, and serving his 
master at table.  The ministry of 
Christian leaders is to care for their 
flocks, plow the field of their 
communities to make them ready for 
the sowing of God’s word, and feed 
their people at the Lord’s table.  There 
is to be no self-adulations or 
congratulations, no expectation of 
special rewards or entitlements, no 
elevation of themselves to domineer 
over “their flock,” as this always 
belongs to the Master.  Such servants 
are to consider themselves unworthy 
of any special reward because what 
they do is to be expected of them in 
response to the grace of God that has 
been generously given to them.  A 
significant title of the pope is “servant 
of the servants of God.” 
 
 A lack of humility can result in 
leaders who become self-righteous and 
adopt an attitude of spiritual 
superiority that hinders their 
shepherding and serving of the 
Christian community and that makes is 
difficult for the “little ones,” especially, 
to approach and trust them.  No 
disciple is exempt from sinfulness and 
immersion in the sin of the world.  To 

judge ourselves as more worthwhile, 
mor deserving than others put us 
under the judgment of God.  In the 
center of this parable is the master’s 
table; at the center of our lives, at the 
Sunday Eucharist, is the table before 
which, priest and people together, we 
profess, “Lord, I am not worthy.”  For 
our integrity as disciples, our lives must 
witness what our lips proclaim. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 While Election Day is still six 
weeks away, a challenge we face as 
Catholic Christians is our response to 
Proposal 3 on the ballot – the 
“Reproductive Freedom for All” 
proposal that would change our state 
constitution.  We continue with a series 
of bulletin inserts and other 
information about this proposal and 
why, as Catholics, we believe is bad 
legislation.  I would encourage 
everyone to educate themselves as to 
what Proposal 3 days and the 
constitutional change it would make. 
Also, let us pray that the Holy Spirit 
guide the hearts of all voters to 
recognize the sanctity of life.  As 
Catholics, we believe life begins at the 
moment of conception.  From that 
moment, we are to care and protect all 
life. 
 
 Believe it or not, October begins 
this weekend.  This means that there 
are only three more months left in 
2022.  This weekend, we welcome the 
KCs from Council 4232 for a Corporate 
Communion at the 4:00 pm Mass.  
Also, they will be conducting a 
membership drive, seeking other 
Catholic men to join them and the 
work they do for the Church universal 
and the parishes in our area.  Stop by 
and check them out.  
  

(Continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of October 2, 2022 

 
Sunday Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9;  
 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10 
 
Monday Gal 1:6-12; PS 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 & 10c; Lk 10:25-37 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi 
 Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15;  
 Lk 10:38-42 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Faustina Kowalska, Virgin 
 Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4 
 
Thursday Memorial of Saint Bruno, Priest 
 Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Lk 11:5-13 
 
Friday Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary 
 Gal 3:7-14; PS 111:1B-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 11:15-26 
 
Saturday Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 11:27-28 
 
Sunday Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 2 Kgs 5:14-17; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4; 2 Tm 2:8-13;  
 Lk 17:11-19 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Tom K. 
Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Harold G. 
Larry S. 
Joann G. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Sandra B. 
Rose K. 
 
 

Rose K. 
Dennis D. & 
family 
Joann H. 
 

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on October 28.  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved 
one’s name no longer 
needs inclusion on the 
prayer list. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation (aka “confessions”)  ●  October 8 & 22 

The Rite is celebrated on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month 
from 9:00-10:00 AM.  While waiting to celebrate the sacrament, you may 
wait in the narthex.  Each penitent will have the option to celebrate the 
sacrament either behind a screen or face-to-face, social distancing.  Once 
you have finished celebrating the sacrament, please leave the church 
nave and narthex. 

 

 

Johanna Arcay Shay 

Margaret Konieczka 

Mary Ann Leppek 
 
 
 
 

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
Johanna, Margaret, and MaryAnn 
whom you have called to be with 
you.  May the calming peace of 
your love be with their families.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O 
Lord, and may the perpetual light 
shine upon them.  Amen. 
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Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4 

 The book of the prophet Habakkuk is one of the smaller books of the Bible.  A contemporary of Jeremiah, he 
preached at a time when Babylon threatened to destroy Jerusalem.  Today’s passage is a dialogue between the 
prophet and the Lord. 
 
Second Reading:  2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 

 Although the author attributes the second Timothy to St. Paul, it was probably written as much as 30 years after 
Paul’s death.  This was an acceptable practice a the time.  One important theme of this letter is the need to be faithful 
to the Gospel and not to be swayed by false teachings. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Luke 17:5-10 

The disciples beg Jesus, “Increase our faith.”  Jesus points out what is important: not how much faith you have, its 
size, its amount; but rather the kind of faith you have.  It has to be genuine.  This faith is “love-laden”, that is, to the 
person, to the Lord himself, and then extended to others.  With this faith, we can uproot those things that strangle 
love, peace, justice and reconciliation.  With “mustard seed” faith, we can believe that even the slightest act of 
goodness has great meaning to God.  This faith enables us to be content with humble service to others. 

 For your reflection:  How much “faith” do you have: in our faith in God, and in God’s faithfulness? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

 “For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control.”       2 Timothy 1:7 

 Many of us compartmentalize our Faith, we bring it out only when we attend Mass or when we attend a parish 
event.  Being a good steward requires discipline and striving to put God first in everything - all the time.  The next 
time you are at a neighborhood party or at work or out shopping, would your words and actions signal to others that 
you are a good and faithful servant of our Lord? 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 Faith is one of those things we just can’t get enough of! In today’s gospel the apostles asked Jesus to “Increase 
our faith.”  It is faith in ourselves, our spouse, our children and our parents which equips us to overlook annoyances 
helps us to forgive and urges us to ask forgiveness.  “Lord, increase our faith!”  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Our Parish 

Tuesday, October 4 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Wednesday, October 5 
8:30 AM  Mass 
10:00 AM  Bible Sharing / POMR 
 
Thursday, October 6 
8:30 AM  Mass w/  
  NCCE/MS Community 
6:30 PM Parish Choir Rehearsal / CH 
 
Friday, October 7 
8:30 AM First Friday Mass 
3:00 PM Epting ~ Levi Nuptials 
 
Saturday, October 8 
4:00 PM  Mass 
9:00 AM  Individual Reconciliation 
 
Sunday, October 9 
8:30 AM  Mass 
9:30 AM  Youth RCIA / CH 
11:00 AM  Mass 
 

Private Prayer Time 
The church is opened Monday thru Friday, 
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 
 

Coming Soon  ●  The Catechism of the Catholic Church  

 You are invited to join Deacon Gary Patelski on Sunday after the 
11:00 am Mass, October 16 exploring the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. 

What is a Catechism? 
Become familiar with the history of the Catechism. 
Become familiar with the background and purpose of the current 
Catechism. 
Learn how to use and find items in the Catechism. 
Review the content of the current Catechism (walk through). 

More information and how to sign up will be available beginning 
October 2. 
 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class 

 The next preparation class will be Monday, November 22 at 7:00 
PM.  Please contact the Parish Office to register at 989-799-2460 ext. 
4.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should 
be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass 
regularly. 

 

Children’s Bulletins 

 Pick one up to share the Gospel with your children.  Puzzles and 
games each week for ages 3-6 and 7-12.  Bulletins are available in the 
narthex.   

 

Food Program Outreach  ●  East Side Soup Kitchen  •  October 8 & 9 

 Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the 
following needed items: juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, 
peanut butter, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, 
individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and 
mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in 
the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’. 

 

Hospitality Volunteers Needed  Coffee & Dounts 

 We hope to start this ministry on the 
second weekend of the month.  
Beginning October 15 & 16 we will host a 
time of fellowship after the 4:00 pm, 
8:30am, and 11:00 am Masses.  This is an 
opportunity to get to know people 
personally, and share a friendly smile.  
We need folks to make tis ministry a 
success.  Individuals, couples, and families can help with set up and 
clean up: ready the coffee pot, set out water, put donuts out on tables, 
etc.  If this ministry sounds right for you, contact the Parish Office or 
Teri Bohnhoff 989-928-7897 for more information. 

Hospitality ministers build community by providing fellowship 
opportunities after Mass.  Volunteer teams set-up and serve food and 
beverages provided by the church and clean-up after these events. 
Hospitality teams may also be asked to assist the Christian Service 
Committee in other special parish events. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Welcome Visitors & Friends
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member.

6 October 2, 2022  • Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

(continued from page 2)

As I announced last weekend, the 
“Christ’s Mission Appeal” has been 
delayed due to difficulties in acquiring 
the necessary materials for printing. 
This weekend, we will have a video 
from the Bishop talking about this 
year’s campaign.  Next weekend, we 
will have a brief presentation from a 
member of the Finance Council to talk 
about this years’ campaign.  Thank you 
for your generosity in this endeavor 

and supporting the diocese and the 
many ministries we fulfill.

As we have begun the new fiscal 
year, we need some volunteers for our 
Commissions and Councils.  We are 
looking for parishioners who are 
attorneys or CPAs to sit on Finance 
Council.  If you are interested, please 
contact me.  We also need a couple of 
people to serve on our Worship 
Commission.  Just contact the parish 
office is you are interested in serving 

on this commission.

After a couple of weeks with a 
number of funerals, I hope that things 
slow down a bit. One thing to mark on 
your calendars is the annual Spaghetti 
Dinner for NCCE on Tuesday, October 
11 starting at 4:30 pm. This is a fund-
raiser for the fifth grade to go to 
Hartley Center.  Thanks for supporting 
our students.  Have a blessed week.
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Self Serve Lumber

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

When will I have given enough of 
my income, of my time, of my 
talents?  Today’s gospel suggests 
that only total stewardship will 
do: “When you have done all you 
have been commanded to do, say 
‘We are useless servants.  We 
have done no more than our 
duty.’” 

September 25, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $6,638.05
Loose ..................................... $765.00
Electronic (ACH) .................... $653.00
Brow Bag ................................. $65.00
Total ................................... $8,121.05

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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OCTOBER 8 & 9 
2022 

We welcome back the Abufarha Family to St. Thomas Aquinas as their family 
continues to support the Christian Families in the Holy Land.  The number of the 
Christian population is declining in the land of Christ.  Christians compromise only 
2% of the population in the Holy Land and many continue to emigrate and depart 
due to political and uncertain conditions.  
 
The Abufarha family truly believes that we are all one spiritual Body in Christ and 
pray that all the efforts and hard work reflect that unity.  They pray for peace and 
justice in the Holy Land and make it their job to support Christians in the cities of 
Bethlehem, Beit Sahour, and Beit Jala, either through creating jobs by selling the 
handcrafted items, donating to Christian organizations, or directly aiding housing 
expenses for poor families living there locally.  
 
We encourage you to visit in person on October 8th and 9th in the narthex of the 
church before or after Mass, or navigate through their website 
holylandcarvings.com for more information and browse the beautiful articles 
made by Christian artists from the Holy Land. 
 

 
 
Please stop by to view the beautiful carvings on 
October 8 & 9 to help us support this self-help project 
that enables to keep the Christians present in the Holy 
Land.  Your help and understanding in this crucial 
matter are greatly appreciated.  If you have any 
questions, please contact us by phone (810) 247-3030 
or e-mail Abfarha_holylandcarvings@hotmail.com 

 Thank you,  

 Abufarha Family 

www.holylandcarvings.com 

mailto:Abufarha_holylandcarvings@hotmail.com


 

You Are Invited 
 

The Catechism of  
the Catholic Church 

 

Just what should a Catholic believe anyway? 
 

Explore one of the important documents of our church 
today which focuses on our beliefs, worship, actions, and 
prayer. 

 
Join us as we explore the history and overview of 
this most important reference that every household  
should have. 

 

Sunday, October 16 

12:15 pm 

Cost $12 (cost of 2nd Edition Catechism)  

St. Thomas Aquinas Sanctuary 

 

R.S.V.P. by October 2nd so Catechisms will be available  
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All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God may be competent, equipped 
for every good work.   2 Timothy 3:16 



Opposing Proposal 3

 W E E K  2 

Last week, we discussed how Proposal 3 (the “Reproductive 
Freedom for All” proposal) would amend Michigan’s Con-
stitution to make abortion a fundamental right, contrary 
to the Catholic Church’s teaching that life must be protect-
ed from the moment of conception. We also learned that 
Proposal 3 goes much farther than merely codifying Roe v. 
Wade, invaliding more than two dozen Michigan pro-life 
laws and authorizing minors to obtain abortions without a 
parent’s consent or even notice.

But there’s more. Proposal 3 defines “reproductive free-
dom” in a breathtakingly broad manner, to include “ster-
ilization.” And again, because Proposal 3 grants this right 
to “every individual,” without age limits, that means the 
proposal, on its face, authorizes a minor to obtain a ster-
ilization without parental consent or even notice, such as 
when a minor desires to change his or her gender. In addi-
tion, Proposal 3 authorizes every possible kind of abortion 

procedure, defining “reproductive freedom” to include 
“abortion care.” Such language authorizes gruesome proce-
dures like partial-birth abortion, where a child is partially 
delivered before an abortionist takes the baby’s life.

No matter how a voter feels about abortion, Michigan’s 
Constitution should not be amended to strip parents of their 
right to be consulted before a minor child makes the serious 
decision to undergo a sterilization procedure, nor should 
the Constitution authorize partial-birth abortions. Please 
tell everyone you know: vote “NO” on Proposal 3 on No-
vember 8th.

John Bursch is a constitutional lawyer and former Michi-
gan Solicitor General. Through Alliance Defending Freedom, 
he represents the Michigan Catholic Conference and Right to 
Life of Michigan in court to uphold Michigan’s pro-life laws.

C o n f e r e n c e

Michigan
Catholic
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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