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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 

 This week, we continue 
traveling with Jesus along the border 
between Galilee and Samaria, still on 
the way to Jerusalem.  No one would 
really take such a circuitous route, 
but Luke is not interested in 
geography except as it serves his 
theology.  He wishes to remind us 
that Jesus is at the territorial 
boundary of Samaria, whose people 
were despised by the Jews for their 
“hybrid” faith.  The Samaritans 
reciprocated with their own 
expressions of hostility to the Jews, 
whom they considered religious and 
social outcasts.  In the miracle that 
follows, Jesus is a marginal person 
with the marginalized – with ten men 
who must keep their distance 
because of an infections skin disease, 
referred to in the Scriptures as 
“leprosy,” but not to be equated with 
today’s leprosy (Hansen’s disease). 
So abhorrent was this condition that 
description, taboos, and rituals 
connected with it were detailed in 
the book of Leviticus (chapters 13 & 
14).  The Greek text and some 
contemporary translations describe 
them not just as “lepers,” but also as 
men. I may seem a subtle point, but 
it is a humanizing note that respects 
personal dignity, just as today we 
prefer to use the phrase “people with 
disabilities” and not the “disabled.”  
 
 Keeping their distance, the men 
do not shout the prescribed warning 
words, “Unclean! Unclean!” as we 
read in Leviticus or asking for alms, 

but as one they call out for Jesus’ 
mercy.  They name him as “Master,” 
a title not found in Luke’s gospel on 
the lips of anyone except the 
disciples.  Jesus offers no healing 
touch, no eyes raised to heaven, no 
prayer over them; there is no tugging 
at his robe with diseased fingers.  All 
he offers is his word that crosses the 
gap between them.  Before they are 
healed, Jesus challenges the ten 
lepers to the obedience of faith in his 
word.  He tells them to go and 
observe the ritual that was usually 
observed after the healing of a leper, 
when a clean bill of health obtained 
from a Jewish priest would enable a 
person to reenter society.  They 
obey.  “As they were going, they 
were cleansed.”  
 
 The significance of “seeing” is 
repeated throughout this gospel. 
Jesus sees those who need mercy; 
the lepers see that they are healed; 
and one of them sees the power and 
presence of God in his healing by 
Jesus.  Disciples need to learn how to 
“see” and be moved with the 
compassion of Jesus and the 
gratitude of the Samaritan.  Thomas 
Merton, in “The Sign of Jonas,” 
describes being overwhelmed on a 
street corner in Louisville in one of 
his infrequent excursions outside the 
monastery of Gethsemane in 1948 – 
“I found that everything stirred me 
with a deep and mute sense of 
compassion.  Perhaps some of the 
people we saw going about the 
streets were hard and tough – but I 
did not observe it because I seemed 
to have lost an eye for merely 
exterior detail and to have 
discovered, instead, a deep sense of 
respect and love.” 
 
 Do we see today’s “lepers” in 
the isolated, the alienated, the 
“untouchables” in our society and 
respond with compassion?  And what 
of the “leper” in each one of us – that 

weakest, least acceptable, and most 
unattractive aspect of myself that 
seems to put me at a distance from 
God, from my sisters and brothers, 
and from my own self-acceptance? 
For all this we, too, need to cry out 
with faith, “Jesus, Master!  Have pity 
on us!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We are moving forward with 
Christ’s Mission Appeal.  Last 
weekend, we played the video from 
the bishop.  This weekend, we have a 
brief talk from a member of the 
Finance Council.  Hopefully, you 
should have received your pledge 
card and information in the mail.  If 
not, it will arrive this week.  Thank 
you for your generosity in this 
endeavor and supporting the diocese 
and the many ministries we fulfill. 
 
 One thing to mark on your 
calendars is the annual Spaghetti 
Dinner for NCCE on Tuesday, October 
11 starting at 4:30 pm.  This is a fund-
raiser for the fifth grade to go to 
Hartley Center.  Thanks for 
supporting our students.  
 
 Last week, we prayed for the 
repose of the soul of James “Jim” 
Hayes, a well-known business owner 
in our community.  We will be 
celebrating his entry into eternal life 
on Saturday, October 15, 2022 @ 
10:30 am.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of October 9, 2022 

 

Sunday Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 2 Kgs 5:14-17; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4; 2 Tm 2:8-13;  
 Lk 17:11-19 
 
Monday Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31-5:1; Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a & 6-7; 
 Ps 95:8; Lk 11:29-32 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint John XXIII, Pope 
 Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48; Lk 11:37-41 
 
Wednesday Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 11:42-46 
 
Thursday Eph 1:1-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6; Lk 11:47-54 
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Callistus I, Pope and Martyr 
 Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13; Lk 12:1-7 
 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus,  
 Virgin and Doctor of the Church 
 Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 12:8-12 
 
Sunday Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; 2; Tm 3:14-4:2; 
 Lk 18:1-8 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Tom K. 
Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Harold G. 
Larry S. 
Joann G. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Sandra B. 
Rose K. 
 
 

Rose K. 
Dennis D. & 
family 
Joann H. 
 

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on October 28.  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved 
one’s name no longer 
needs inclusion on the 
prayer list. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation (aka “confessions”)  ●  October 22 

The Rite is celebrated on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month 
from 9:00-10:00 AM.  While waiting to celebrate the sacrament, you may 
wait in the narthex.  Each penitent will have the option to celebrate the 
sacrament either behind a screen or face-to-face, social distancing.  Once 
you have finished celebrating the sacrament, please leave the church nave 
and narthex. 

Phyllis Epting & Jan Levi were united 
in marriage on October 7 at St. 
Thomas Aquinas.  May their life be 
blessed in holy union with Christ and 
with one another. 
 

I have loved you with an everlasting 
love.  
                              Jeremiah 31:3 
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Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  2 Kings 5:14-17 

 Elisha, who lived about 800 years before Christ, was the successor of the great prophet Elijah.  Naaman was a 
pagan army officer from Syria who came to Elisha, seeking a cure for his leprosy.  We pick up the story at this point. 
 
Second Reading:  2 Timothy 2:8-13 

 We continue reading from the second letter to Timothy.  This letter was written about 30 years after Paul’s death 
to a typical Church leader as represented by Timothy.  Today’s passage begins with a summary of Paul’s teachings 
about Christ, and concludes with what may be part of an ancient Christian hymn. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Luke 17:11-19 

Only one of 10 lepers whom Jesus had healed returned to give thanks to Jesus.  He realizes not only that he has 
been made clean, but that he has been touched by God.  His return to Jesus to give thanks reflects the healing that 
has taken place within the soul of the leper.  When the one leper responded to Jesus, a saving relationship formed.  

 For your reflection:  How can an attitude of constant gratitude transform even (mundane) everyday life? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

 “Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?”    Luke 17:18 

Most of us live relatively “easy” lives.  We have food, shelter, clothing and money.  We go on vacation every year and 
own a car or two.  Most of us take this all for granted.  Did you ever notice that people with the least amount of 
possessions are usually the most grateful?  Shouldn’t this be the other way around?  Take time every day and thank 
God for all He has given you and discern how He is calling you to share your gifts. 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 Everyone needs “A Round Tuit.”  The lepers in today’s gospel probably meant to thank Jesus.  Excited about being 
cured they didn’t get ‘around-to-it.’  We get caught up in our own interests and fail to appreciate what we have or to 
say what is in our hearts.  This week get yourself a “Round Tuit.”  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Our Parish 

Tuesday, October 11 
NCCE 5th Gr. Spaghetti Dinner 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Wednesday, October 12 
8:30 AM  Mass 
10:00 AM  Bible Sharing / POMR 
6:30 PM  Finance Committee / POMR 
7:30 PM  Pastoral Committee / POMR 
 
Thursday, October 13 
8:30 AM  Mass w/  
  NCCE/MS Community 
6:30 PM Parish Choir Rehearsal / CH 
 
Saturday, October 15 
Hospitality Weekend w/ Refreshments 

Baby Shower Collection hosted by the 
Christian Service Committee 

4:00 PM  Mass 
 
Sunday, October 16 
Hospitality Weekend w/ Refreshments 

Baby Shower Collection hosted by the 
Christian Service Committee 

8:30 AM  Mass 
9:30 AM  RCIA / CH 
11:00 AM  Mass 
12:15 PM  The Catechism of the  
      Catholic Church w/ Deacon Patelski 
 
Private Prayer Time 
The church is opened Monday thru Friday, 
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 
 

The 2022-23 Christ's Mission Appeal is 
officially underway.  If you have not 
received a packet from Bishop Gruss yet, it 
will be coming within a few days.  Please 
carefully review the information carefully 
and consider your gift to the appeal.  If all parishioners participate, 
we will hit our parish assessment of $120,944 in no time.  

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church  ●  October 16 

 Next weekend join Deacon Gary Patelski after the 11:00 am 
Mass as he explores the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Sign up 
in the Parish Office.  If you need a Catechism they are available for 
preorder $12, or you may bring your own. 

 

Liturgy of the Word for Children begins next weekend 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children is a program in which the 
Sunday scripture readings are proclaimed and explained on a level 
appropriate to children in grades pre-K (4 yo) – 4th at the 11:00 AM 
Sunday Mass now through May.  Any child in this age group may 
participate – no registration is necessary.  More information about 
this ministry is in the narthex next to the Children's Bulletins. 

 

Kids Bulletins 

 Bulletins are available in the narthex.  Pick one up to share the 
Gospel with your children.  The word, puzzles and games each week 
for ages 3-6 and 7-12. 

 

Food Program Outreach  •  Old Town Christian Outreach   
  •  October 15 & 16  ●  CORRECTION TO WEEKEND COLLECTION 
 Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), 
canned soups, crackers, package dinners, canned meats, canned 
vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals and any household 
paper products or cleaning products ie: dish/laundry detergents, 
cleaners, paper towel/toilet paper.  Monetary donations can be sent 
directly to 600 Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.  

 

Hospitality Volunteers Needed    Hospitality Weekend  
 We hope to renew this monthly ministry with help from 
Christian Service Committee and you! 
Beginning October 15 & 16 we will host 
a time of fellowship after the 4:00 pm, 
8:30am, and 11:00 am Masses.  This is 
an opportunity to get to know people 
personally, and share a friendly smile.  
We need folks to make this ministry a 
success.  Individuals, couples, and families can help with set up and 
clean up, put the refreshments out on tables, serve, etc.  If this 
ministry sounds right for you, contact the Parish Office or Teri 
Bohnhoff 989-928-7897 for more information.  
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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(continued from page 2) 
 
 I have noticed a number of ads 
on television for people to pass 
Proposal 3.  I hope that everyone is 
following the bulletin inserts that we 
are putting in each week explaining 
why this is not a good law.  As the 
bishop says, this is a moral issue not 
a political one.  Remember, we 

believe that life begins at the 
moment of conception.  This 
proposal negates that belief and 
removes a number of safeguards. 
This proposal goes far beyond just 
restoring the protections from Roe V. 
Wade.  We will continue to have 
more information coming forth.  
 This week we will have our 
regular Finance & Pastoral Councils 

meetings on 
Wednesday 
evening. Enjoy 
the colors of fall.  

Saginaw County League of Catholic Women Luncheon 

All women are invited to attend the luncheon on Tuesday, 
October 18, 2022 at Holy Spirit Church, 1035 N. River Rd. in 
Thomas Township.  Mass will begin at 11:00am, followed 
by lunch and our speaker, Diane Keenan from the East Side 
Soup Kitchen.  Please RSVP to Dawn at 989-326-0399 or 
Joyce at 989-295-5366 and mail your check for $15.00 
payable to LCW to P.O. BOX 6932, Saginaw, MI 48608-
6932. 

Please bring food items for the East Side Soup 
Kitchen.  Most in need at this time are; green beans, cream 
of mushroom soup, crunchy onion toppers, yams & corn.  
Hope to see you there.  Joyce Z., President. 

 

World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal 

Young adults ages 18 to 35 are invited to join Bishop Gruss 
at World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal from July 30, 2023, 
to August 7, 2023. This will include an excursion to Fatima, 
Mass with the Pope and more. A BACK TO SCHOOL special 
is being offered from September 1 through October 15. For 
more information, a detailed schedule, and to register, 

click on the following link: 

https://www.ctscentral.net/trips/libson/saginaw-messing-
wyd-20230730/ 

If you have any questions, please contact Don Buchalski at 
dbuchalski@diosag.org or call 

989.797.6650. 

 

A Benefit for Emmaus House  ●  November 4 & 5 

 Sheriff William Federspiel will be putting on a benefit 
concert for Emmaus House, which is a Christian-based 
program for women in our community who strive to put 
their lives back together after serving time in jail or who 
are coming out of rehabilitation services.  They are a 
nonprofit organization with volunteers and a small paid 
staff.  The upcoming Kenny Rogers Tribute Concert will also 
feature a local musician who will pay tribute to Olivia 
Newton-John.  The members of the Kenny Rogers Group 
who have played as a backing band for Kenny Rogers for 
several decades are committed to come to Frankenmuth 
for two full 90-minute concerts at Bronner’s Performing 
Arts Center.  The concerts will be held on Friday, 
November 4 at 7pm and Saturday, November 5 at 7:00pm.  
The overall goal is to raise awareness, and much-needed 
funding, for Emmaus House to continue their successful 
mission work.  Tickets are $35.  You can visit https://
www.vancoeents.com/ BHTJ for ticket information. 
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BALLOT SUMMARY 
LANGUAGE 

 
The following language is what voters will read 

about Proposal 3 on their November 8 General 

Election or absentee ballot. 

A proposal to amend the state constitution to 

establish new individual right to reproductive 

freedom, including right to make all decisions about 

pregnancy and abortion; allow state to regulate 

abortion in some cases; and forbid prosecution of 

individuals exercising this established right. 

This proposed constitutional amendment would: 

• Establish new individual right to reproductive 

freedom, including right to make and carry out 

all decisions about pregnancy, such as prenatal 

care, childbirth, postpartum care, 

contraception, sterilization, abortion, 

miscarriage management, and infertility; 

• Allow state to regulate abortion after fetal 

viability, but not prohibit if medically needed to 

protect a patient’s life or physical or mental 

health; 

• Forbid state discrimination in enforcement of 

this right; prohibit prosecution of an individual, 

or a person helping a pregnant individual, for 

exercising rights established by this 

amendment; 

• Invalidate state laws conflicting with this 

amendment. 

       “ 

The words are so vague 

that they essentially allow 

abortion up to the moment of 

birth—precisely what nearly 

every Michigander rejects. 
 

John Bursch 

Former Michigan Solicitor General 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT 
 

The following language is what supporters of 

Proposal 3 are seeking to place in the Michigan 

Constitution. 

 

(1) Every individual has a fundamental right to 

reproductive freedom, which entails the right 

to make and effectuate decisions about all 

matters relating to pregnancy, including but 

not limited to prenatal care, childbirth, 

postpartum care, contraception, sterilization, 

abortion care, miscarriage management, 

and infertility care. An individual’s right to 

reproductive freedom shall not be denied, 

burdened, nor infringed upon unless justified 

by a compelling state interest achieved by 

the least restrictive means. Notwithstanding 

the above, the state may regulate the 

provision of abortion care after fetal viability, 

provided that in no circumstance shall the 

state prohibit an abortion that, in the 

professional judgement of an attending 

health care professional, is medically 

indicated to protect the life or physical or 

mental health of the pregnant individual. 

 

(2) The state shall not discriminate in the 

protection or enforcement of this 

fundamental right. 

 

(3) The state shall not penalize, prosecute, or 

otherwise take adverse action against an 

individual based on their actual, potential, 

perceived, or alleged pregnancy outcomes, 

including but not limited to miscarriage, 

stillbirth, or abortion. Nor shall the state 

penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take 

adverse action against someone for aiding or 

assisting a pregnant individual in exercising 

their right to reproductive freedom with their 

voluntary consent. 

 

 



(4) For the purposes of this section: 

 

•A state interest is “compelling” only if it is 

for the limited purpose of protecting the 

health of an individual seeking care, 

consistent with accepted clinical 

standards of practice and evidence based 

medicine, and does not infringe on that 

individual’s autonomous decision-making. 
 

• “Fetal viability” means: the point in 

pregnancy when, in the professional 

judgement of an attending healthcare 

professional and based on the particular 

facts of the case, there is a significant 

likelihood of the fetus’s sustained survival 

outside the uterus without the 

application of extraordinary medical 

measures. 

 

 (5) This section shall be self-executing. Any 

provision of this section held invalid shall be 

severable from the remaining portions of this 

section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Opposing Proposal 3

 W E E K  3 

For the past two weeks, we’ve been discussing Proposal 3 
(the “Reproductive Freedom for All” proposal), and how 
it will amend Michigan’s Constitution to create a startling 
broad right to abortion. In Week 1, we learned that the pro-
posal’s broad language (giving the right to “every individu-
al”) authorizes a minor to obtain an abortion without paren-
tal consent or notice. In Week 2, we learned that the same 
would be true if a minor sought a sterilization procedure, 
and that the proposal would also authorize partial-birth 
abortion.

Proposal 3’s supporters say that the State will still be able 
to regulate abortion “after fetal viability.” But that is gross-
ly misleading. The proposal specifically allows abortion 
through all nine months of pregnancy—notwithstanding 
any contrary Michigan law—if an abortionist decides, in 
his professional judgment, that an abortion is necessary to 
protect the “physical or mental health” of the mother. As 
a legal matter, such a “mental health” exception is widely 

acknowledged to be so broad as to justify abortion on de-
mand until birth. An abortionist need merely document 
that the prospect of having a child is causing extreme anxi-
ety and stress for the mother. And while Proposal 3 support-
ers say a judge won’t have to allow such a broad exception, 
the proposal’s language specifically requires courts to defer 
to the abortionist’s “professional judgment.”

No matter how a voter feels about abortion, Michigan’s 
Constitution should not be amended to allow abortion 
on demand through all nine months of pregnancy. Please 
tell everyone you know: vote “NO” on Proposal 3 on No-
vember 8th.

John Bursch is a constitutional lawyer and former Michi-
gan Solicitor General. Through Alliance Defending Freedom, 
he represents the Michigan Catholic Conference and Right to 
Life of Michigan in court to uphold Michigan’s pro-life laws.

C o n f e r e n c e

Michigan
Catholic



The Truth About Abortion 
& Women’s HealthAbortion does not save women’s lives.

Abortion is the direct and intentional 
killing of a child in the womb.

Abortion is never medically necessary. It does not 
treat or solve any pregnancy-related complication.

Outlawing abortion will not affect treatment for miscarriage.

Treatment for miscarriage and 
abortion is not the same thing.

There is a complete moral and legal 
difference between losing a child 
through miscarriage and intentionally 
taking the life of a child. 

In the tragic case of miscarriage, surgery may be 
necessary—and is an ethical treatment—to remove the 
remains of an unborn child who has already died. 

While the same surgery is done to perform an 
abortion, abortions impose this procedure on a living 
child with the intention of ending his or her life.

Women can get the lifesaving treatments they need—without abortion.

In rare cases, and in the absence of better alternatives, life-threatening maternal health conditions 
may require interventions that indirectly and unintentionally lead to the death of an unborn child. 
Abortion restrictions will not prevent women from receiving these treatments. 

When the lives of mother and child are in immediate 
danger, the goal is to fight to save both patients. 
Effective treatments exist that seek to save the life 
of the mother and never to intentionally harm her 
unborn child.

When a woman’s life is at risk in 
pregnancy, preterm delivery may be 
used as a lifesaving medical intervention 
to preserve the life of both mother and 
child.1

Ectopic pregnancies 
result when an embryo 
implants outside the 
uterus—often in the 
fallopian tube. Sadly, such 
embryos cannot survive 
and this condition can 
pose serious risks to the 
mother. While ectopic 
pregnancies sometimes 
resolve naturally, 
interventions are often 
necessary. 

When done ethically, treatment for an ectopic pregnancy is not 
abortion. Ethical interventions include the removal of the damaged 
fallopian tube containing the embryo or, if embryo death has already 
occurred, medication can be used to resolve the ectopic pregnancy.

Bottom line: Abortion restrictions never prevent 
women from receiving life-saving treatment.2 

Copyright © 2022, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

1 Buskmiller, C. 2018. “The ethics of interstitial and cesarean scar ectopic pregnancies: four case studies and a review of the literature”. The Linacre Quarterly 85(3): 252-269.  
2 For further information on these topics, reference: [1] National Catholic Bioethics Center, “Medical Interventions During Pregnancy in Light of Dobbs,” https://www.
ncbcenter.org/ncbc-news/bioethics-public-policy-report-august-12-2022-ezgx2. [2] American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists, “Myth vs. Fact: Cor-
recting Misinformation on Maternal Medical Care,” https://aaplog.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/AAPLOG-Myth-v-Fact_v5.pdf. 

If you or someone you know is struggling after involvement in an abortion, 
the Church offers confidential, compassionate help through Project Rachel 
Ministry. Visit www.hopeafterabortion.org for more information.

https://www.ncbcenter.org/ncbc-news/bioethics-public-policy-report-august-12-2022-ezgx2
https://www.ncbcenter.org/ncbc-news/bioethics-public-policy-report-august-12-2022-ezgx2
https://aaplog.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/AAPLOG-Myth-v-Fact_v5.pdf
http://www.hopeafterabortion.org


Benefitting 

Life Clinic 
 

Old Town  
Baby 

Pantry 
 
Pregnancy 
Counseling 

Center Items Most Needed 

Car Seats 

Pack & Plays 

Sheets for Pack & Plays 

Diapers   Sz 1 - 6 

Baby Wipes 

Baby Bottles and Brushes 

Baby Shampoo, Wash and Powder 

24” Duffel Bags 

Sleepers   Sz 0 – 6 months 

Onesies   Sz 0-6 months 

Monetary Donations Appreciated 

Gift Cards   Kroger or Meijer  

  

We will be collecting gifts in the 
Narthex at all Masses 

October 15th – 16th 

Contact Alyce Wechter at 989-327-4636 
with any questions. 



A  P R A Y E R  F O R  
P R E G N A N T  
M O T H E R S  

 
O Blessed Mother, you received 
the good news of the incarnation 
of Christ, your Son, with faith and 
trust. Grant your protection to all 
pregnant mothers facing 
difficulties. 
 
Guide us as we strive to make our 
parish communities places of 
welcome and assistance for 
mothers in need. Help us become 
instruments of God’s love and 
compassion. 
 
Mary, Mother of the Church, 
graciously help us build a culture of 
life and a civilization of love, 
together with all people of good 
will, to the praise and glory of God, 
the Creator and lover of life. Amen. 
 

*Cf. Evangelium vitae 105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 
Vatican City. Adapted with permission. All rights reserved. 
Photo: @mukuni via Twenty20. Copyright © 2019, United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All 
rights reserved. 



St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

D & L Residential 
Services

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

Jesus healed ten lepers in today’s 
Gospel.  Only one (10%) came back to 
say thank you. I, too, have received 
many blessings from the Lord, indeed, 
all I am and all I have is a gift!  How 
often have I remembered to thank 
him? 

October 2, 2022 
Envelopes ......................... $12,252.00
Loose .................................. $1,122.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $3,754.00
Brow Bag ............................... $355.00
World Mission Sunday .......... $120.00
Total ................................. $17,603.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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