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“The days will come when there will not 
be left a stone upon another stone that 

will not be thrown down.” 
 

Luke 21:6 
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Father Rick’s  
Reflections . . . 

 In our contemporary 
technology, we are almost instantly 
aware of global crises – social, 
ecological, political, and even in 
outer space.  That would have been 
beyond the imagination of the Lukan 
communities.  Related to this can be 
an awareness that nothing in this 
world lasts forever – not the second 
temple refurbished by Herod, not the 
twin towers of the World Trade 
Center, not a booming economy, not 
human lives.  On the other hand, our 
awareness and mindfulness can be 
anesthetized by the bombardment of 
technology and the mass media.  At 
times we seem to be citizens of a 
rather random, chaotic, and 
disordered world, desperately in 
need of encouragement and hope.  It 
is just such hope that is central to this 
Sunday’ gospel and the discussion 
precipitated by Jesus’ words about 
the destruction of the temple.  It 
would seem from Luke’s gospel, this 
event lies in the future, but when 
Luke actually wrote his gospel this 
cataclysmic event had happened 
about fifteen years earlier in 70 CE. 
Many of those to whom Luke is 
writing the good news may have 
witnessed the event, and so the 
purpose of this narrative becomes 
not prediction but hope – hope for 
those who profess the gospel in the 
face of its opponents.  No matter 

what the disasters, Jesus promises 
that spiritual resources to remain 
faithful will always be available. 
 
 Jesus warns his followers of 
every age against opportunists who 
will claim leadership in his name but, 
in fact, are only concerned with 
exploiting people when they are 
most frightened and vulnerable. 
Jesus tells those around him to watch 
out for – but not be deceived by or 
panicked because of – prophets of 
doom.  There will be persecutions 
and suffering, betrayals even by 
family and friends, but these are 
opportunities to bear witness to 
one’s faith with the eloquent wisdom 
that is the gift of the Spirit of Jesus, 
and so there is no need to worry 
about what to say.  The Lord will 
never allow his faithful witness to 
perish. 
 
 Jesus is not forecasting the end 
of the world; he is urging his 
followers to be confident in and 
obedient to God in the face of the 
touch demands of their present and 
future discipleship that is for the 
world.  In the Acts of the Apostles, 
Luke describes how the early church 
suffered the various trials Jesus 
speaks about in this gospel – 
imprisonment, persecution at the 
hands of Jews and Gentiles, hatred of 
those who held political power.  But 
this was countered by the bold 
wisdom of Stephen, the 
empowerment of the apostles to 
work miracles on hearts and bodies, 
their steadfastness in prison or under 
flogging, and, ultimately, martyrdom. 
This is what Jesus himself suffered, 
and with Jesus we can let go of our 
precious, protected selves, confident 
that, no matter what the disaster, if 
we die into his love, we will also rise 
with him. 
 
 

 “In Chaim Potok’s novel, The 
Chosen, the gentle and progressive 
Orthodox scholas David Malter 
speaks to his son Reuven about the 
pain that is in human life and its short 
span when measured against 
eternity.  It says, he says, like the 
blink of an eye.  A blink of an eye is 
nothing but, he continues, the person 
who blinks – no matter if that 
person’s life is long or short – is of 
infinite value. It’s not the quantity but 
the quality of a person’s life that is 
important.”  (Living Liturgy 2022, pg. 
252.)  Quality of life consists in filling 
the life we are given with meaning. 
That is hard work – a continuous, 
active endeavor before and with 
God, not just passive expectation 
that meaning will be given 
automatically.  Are we up to the 
challenge? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 As we move into this month of 
November, I ask that you remember 
our young people coming to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Penance 
for the first time this week on 
Tuesday evening.  Most of us 
remember that experience and how 
nervous we were.  However, it is the 
blessing and the relief of the 
sacrament that makes it worthwhile. 
 
 Next Sunday is our next Youth 
Mass.  When we speak of “youth,” 
we are using the determination of 
the Church meaning those 6th grade 
and older.  If you would like to assist, 
please call the parish office. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of November 13, 2022 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mal 3:19-20a; Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9; 2 Thes 3:7-12; 
Lk 21:5-19 

Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 18:35-43 

Memorial of Saint Albert the Great, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church 
Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Lk 19:1-10 

Memorial of Saint Gertrude, Virgin 
Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 19:11-28 

Memorial of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious 
Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b; Ps 95:8;  
Lk 19:41-44 

Memorial of Dedication of the Basilicas of  
Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 
Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; 
Lk 19:45-48 

Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40 

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King of the Universe 
2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5; Col 1:12-20; 
Lk 23:35-43 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Prayers 
Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially: 

Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Harold G. 
Larry S. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Rose K. 
Dennis D. & 
family 
Joann H. 
Jenny E. 

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 

We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on November 28.  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-
2460 ext. 1 when a 
loved one’s name no 
longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 

JoAnn Heath 

Dennis Daugherty 

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
JoAnn and Dennis whom you have 
called to be with you.  May the 
calming peace of your love be with 
their families.  Eternal rest grant 
unto them, O Lord, and may the 
perpetual light shine upon them. 
Amen. 
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Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Malachi 3:19-20 

 The book of Malachi was written after the Jews returned from exile in Babylon.  Faced with problems on all side, many 
in the community doubted whether God would ever again act on their behalf.  In today’s passage, Malachi responds to 
these skeptics. 
 
Second Reading:  2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 

 The second letter to the Thessalonians addresses concerns early Christians had about the coming of Christ in glory.  
Some were excessively interested in the day and hour of Christ’s coming.  Others thought that his imminent coming was an 
invitation to idleness. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Luke 21:5-19 

Jesus prepare his own for the end of time.  Believers should not meet this time with dread but with hope and trust.  
Jesus advised them to be secure in the knowledge that I am with you, providing you with words and wisdom that will help 
you discern the truth and continue to witness to me in word and work.  Do not bow to hate, resort to violence, but follow 
me in all you are, in all you do, all your days.  In the end, right and goodness and justice will triumph. 
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“…Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you, so that you might imitate us.”  2 Thessalonians 3:9 
 

 Most people who live a grateful and generous lifestyle don’t go around bragging about it.  But through their words and 
actions, others do take notice.  They notice because of the joy and peace that results and others desire this in their own life.  
Know that the way you live your life may be the only interaction others may have with our Catholic faith. 
 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 So many conflicting voices and influences make parenting difficult. In today’s gospel Jesus encourages parents to 
bravely “give testimony” and trust He will give us the “wisdom” to be good parents.  You are not alone in parenting; a 
loving Father is standing with you.  
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In Our Parish 

 
Tuesday, November 15 
8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, November 16 
8:30 AM  Mass 
10:00 AM  Bible Sharing / POMR 
1:00 PM  Christian Service / POMR 
6:30 PM  Worship Committee/ POMR 
 
Thursday, November 17 
8:30 AM  Mass w/  
  NCCE/MS Community 
6:30 PM Parish Choir Rehearsal / CH 
 
Saturday, November 19 
4:00 PM  Mass 
 
Sunday, November 20 
8:30 AM  Mass 
9:30 AM  RCIA / CH 
11:00 AM  Mass w/ RCIA Dismissal 
11 
 
Private Prayer Time 
The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 

 We welcomed into the faith community 
through the waters of Vincent Michael Borges, 
son of Daniel & Molly (Herzler) Borges.  May God 
bless him and his family as he becomes a Disciple 
of Christ. 
 
Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register 

 You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or 
register for a class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session 
and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass 
regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the month. 

 
Thanksgiving Pies for East Side Soup Kitchen  •  150 or more pies needed 

Please drop your baked pies for the annual Thanksgiving Dinner served by 
the East Side Soup Kitchen. to the CHURCH on Wednesday, November 23th 
from 8:30 AM-10:30AM.  New this year, ESSK is happy to receive pumpkin 
pies.  ESSK is very grateful for the donation of pies to serve at their holiday 
dinner. 
 

Youth Mass  •  November 20  11:00 Mass 

 This is to remind you that our next Youth Mass is on Sunday, November 
20 at the 11:00 Mass.  If you are already signed up, thank you for your 
participation.  We are looking for more of you to join us, particularly as 
readers, singers, and other musicians.  But we welcome you in all ministries.  
Contact Deb at the Parish Office debk@stasaginaw.org or use the Signup 
Form on the Parish Website.   Also, mark you calendar for our upcoming 
Youth Mass on December 18, at the 11:00 Mass. 
 

Reader (Lector) Workbooks 

 Cycle A workbooks are available for pick up in the lobby of the church.  
The new liturgical cycle begins the First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 
2022. 
 

Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

 All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting 
Room.  Bible Study & Sharing is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures 
for Sunday. 
 

Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch  •  November 19 & 20 

 Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following 
needed items: juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, 
sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped 
snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  Monetary 
donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection marked ‘Brown 
Bag’. 

 

Thanksgiving Day  
Mass 

 
November 24 

9:00 AM 

“God desires no more and no less 
than for your heart to belong to Him.” 
 
  Allen Hunt 
  Nine Words 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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(continued from page 2) 
 
 Next week is Thanksgiving Day 
and again we are responsible to supply 
pies for the East Side Soup Kitchen 
luncheon.  We need over 150 pies – 
and this year, they will accept pumpkin 
pies.  They can be dropped off on 
Wednesday, November 23.  Thanks for 
helping. 
 The 2022 election is now over.  By 
now, hopefully, all the votes have been 
counted.  But the path to the next 
election begins.  Those who are not 

happy with the results will be the first 
to state the case for their cause and 
want to be in office.  I think we all need 
a break from the rhetoric and vile 
behavior that has become part of our 
political system.  It is like we need to 
turn off our phones, televisions, radios, 
computers, tablets, and any other 
electronic device and pay attention to 
one another.  Maybe we need some 
medical or spiritual remedy for 
“political advertisement overload.” 
Maybe it is just sitting with a good 
book, walking in nature, listening to the 

sounds around us, or sitting quietly in a 
church.  We need to return to our 
roots, our values and forget about the 
goals of defeating or discrediting the 
other person.  How we treat each other 
could be how God will treat us in the 
kingdom.  Remember the words of the 
Our Father; “forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.”  Have a blessed week.  For 
those in search of the illusive white-
tail, please be careful. 

Around Our Parish 

 

Thank you from the Archdiocese for the Military Services, 

USA  

 On behalf of His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Timothy P. Broglio, Archbishop for the Military Services, 
USA (AMS), thank you to all those who contributed to 
the National Collection for the AMS last week.  Thank 
you for supporting the men and women, and their 
families, from our own parish and diocese who serve 
and protect this great nation, and who defend the 
freedoms we hold dear.  Please pray for an increase in 
vocations to the priesthood and military chaplaincy. 
 
Thanks for you participation on World Mission Sunday! 

 Thank you for participating on World Mission Sunday.  

Through your generous contributions to the Society for the 

Propagation of the Faith, you are Christ’s witnesses, 

building the Church in the Pope’s missions around the 

world, feeding the poor, and aiding the missionaries who 

are sharing the Gospel worldwide.  May God bless you for 

your compassionate  missionary spirit! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boy Scout #312 Annual Wreath Sale 

 Wreaths that been previously ordered can be picked 
up before or after mass on the weekend of November 
19/20 & December 3/4 in front of the school.  Thank you 
for supporting our Scouts!   
 

St. Dominic Parish Arts & Crafts Show  •  November 19 

 Stop by the St. Stephen site 1300 Malzahn, Saginaw 

48602 to shop skilled crafters, unique & quality vendors.  

Boy Scout wreaths and Bake Sale sponsored by the NCCMS 

8th Grade Class.  
 
Knights of Columbus 4232  •  Family Burger Night 
 Join us for Family (Burger) Night!!!  Every Monday 
from 5:00-7:00 PM.  Serving the best Hamburgers, 
Cheeseburgers, Hotdogs, and Coney Dogs with those 
delicious fries or chips.  Take outs are also available. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Delta Door Sales

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

Today’s readings paint a 
somewhat frightening picture of 
the end of time. But the gospel 
ends with the assurance to 
faithful stewards that those who 
persevere will be saved. 

November 6, 2022 
Envelopes ......................... $15,341.00
Loose .................................. $1,423.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $1,233.00
Children’s Collection ............... $75.62
Brown Bag ............................... $45.00
World Mission Sunday ............ $50.00
Military Collection .............. $2,176.00
Campaign for Human Dev. ... $145.00
Total ................................. $20,488.62

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

Week 5- The Bible and the Catechism  

It has been noted that every Catholic household should have a Catholic Bible 

and the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  This week we will talk about a 

suggested way to read the Bible. 

 

Many start to read the Bible from cover to cover.  They begin with the Book of 

Genesis and proceed book by book.  They often stop at the Book of Leviticus.  

A suggested method for reading the Bible is to read the books that contain the 

basic story of salvation.  These books are: Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Joshua, 

Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, Ezra, Nehemiah, 1 Maccabees, Luke, 

Acts of the Apostles.  These books trace the progress of salvation beginning 

with creation through the early years of the Church.   Once you read these 

books then concentrate on the other 59 books.  If you read four chapters a day 

from these 14 books, it will take you 90 days, 2 chapters a day will be 180 days 

and one chapter a day will take a year. 

 

Another way to read the Bible is to listen to Fr. Mike Schmitz, who has the Bible 

in a Year.  Just go to Ascension Press and search on Bible in a Year. 

 

If you have any questions, contact Deacon Gary at gapatelski@aol.com 

 

 

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 

refutation, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that 

one who belongs to God may be competent, equipped for every good 

work.   2 Timothy 3:16 



 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

Week 6- The Bible and the Catechism  

It has been noted that every Catholic household should have a Catholic Bible 

and the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  This week we will talk about the 

contents of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
 

The presence of the Catholic Church in the United States reaches back to the 

founding days of our country through the leadership of Archbishop John 

Carroll, the first Catholic bishop in the United States.  His story, like other 

stories at the start of the chapters in the United States Catholic Catechism for 

Adults, gives us a glimpse into the lives of Catholics who lived out their faith 

throughout our country's history.  Each chapter in the United States Catholic 

Catechism for Adults includes stories, doctrine, reflections, quotations, 

discussion questions, and prayers to lead the reader to a deepening faith. 

The United States Catholic Catechism for Adults is an excellent resource for 

preparation of catechumens in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and for 

ongoing catechesis of adults. (USCCB) 
 

The current Catechism was produced over six years of “intense work done in a 

spirit of complete openness and fervent zeal”.  Then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 

led a commission of 12 Cardinals and Bishops.  The purpose was “to guard and 

present better the precious deposit of Christian doctrine in 

order to make it more accessible to the Christian faithful and 

all people of good will.”  The original version was approved 

October 11, 1992 on the 30th anniversary of opening of 

Vatican Council II.  The Catechism is available at Noah’s Ark. 

 

If you have any questions contact, Deacon Gary  

at gapatelski@aol.com 

 
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God may be competent, 

equipped for every good work.   2 Timothy 3:16 
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5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
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 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm
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Home Improvement Store
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1517 S WHEELER ST.
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