
 
 
 

Let us go rejoicing to 
the house of the Lord. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
5376 State Street    Saginaw, MI 48603 

989-799-2460  
www.stasaginaw.org 

Psalm 122 
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Father Rick’s  
Reflections. . .

 
  

 We come to the end of this 
liturgical year and the last passage 
of the Gospel of Luke for this year 
of grace.  We have tried to follow 
Jesus, sometimes stumbling, 
sometimes back tracking.  With the 
many people we have met along 
the Lukan way, we have accepted 
or refused the hospitality of God 
that invites us each week to be fed 
at the tables of both Word and 
Sacrament so that we might go out 
to nourish with compassion our 
sisters and brothers, especially the 
most hungry and thirsty whose lives 
are in ruins.  We are now 
confronted with the stark realism of 
the gospel choice for our feast, the 
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe. 
 
 The end of the Jerusalem 
journey is not Mount Zion, “the 
fortress … which is the City of 
David” (2 Samuel 5:7) and the site 
of Solomon’s temple and the 
second temple.  We finish outside 
the city walls, on an unremarkable 
outcrop shaped like a skull, a place 
of execution of criminals.  There 
Jesus is brutally enthroned and 
reigns as king from the cross that 
can never be separated from his 
resurrection.  As was customary 
with crucifixion, a notation of the 
crime for which the person was 
condemned is placed on the cross, 
so above Jesus could be read: “This 
is the King of the Jews.”  For some, 

this will prompt abusive derision; 
for others it will be a proclamation 
of faith.  And Simeon’s prophecy of 
division, of people falling or rising 
because of Jesus, will be played out 
around the temple of his body 
(Luke 2:34).  We listen and watch, 
knowing where we should be as his 
disciples, but also knowing at times 
the temptation to join the jeering, 
the mocking, the raging or to be 
among the absent ones. 
 
 To the end, Jesus endures the 
wilderness temptations, not on the 
pinnacle of the temple but from the 
height of the cross: “Are you not 
the Christ?  Save yourself and us.” 
The leaders glory in their shabby 
triumphalism; the soldiers hang 
around Jesus in a kind of bored 
representation of officialdom and 
offer sour wine to this One who 
drinks our sinfulness to the dregs; 
one of the criminals who was 
crucified with Jesus derides him as 
no good to himself or anyone else. 
 
 Around Jesus, also, are people 
who will rise because of him: those 
who stand by not just watching but 
“contemplating” their crucified king 
and the other criminal who 
recognizes in Jesus an authority so 
different from that which has 
condemned them both.  Luke gives 
to this man the voice of a 
traditional Jewish hope for the end 
time that was envisaged as a return 
to the primeval innocence and 
peace of the garden (“Paradise” in 
the Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Scriptures.).  Throughout 
his life, Jesus associated with and 
befriended outcasts; again and 
again he sought out and forgave 
the lost and the sinners, and he will 
do this even as he is dying.  One of 
the crucified criminals rebukes the 
other for his cynical messianic 
taunting of Jesus and dares to ask 
Jesus for a late invitation into the 

kingdom.  This criminal addresses 
him not with the title of the 
inscription hanging above him, but 
simply and familiarly as “Jesus.” 
And then a faint, future hope 
becomes a “today” event of 
salvation for the one whom we 
have come to call “the good thief.” 
the man for whom the compassion 
of Jesus throws open the door of 
the kingdom and allows him to 
steal Paradise.  
 

 Don’t forget to bring your pies 
for the East Side Soup Kitchen 
Luncheon. P ies may be dropped off 
at the Church on Wednesday, 
November 23, 8:30 am to 10:30 
am.  This year, pumpkin pies will be 
accepted as well.  We need at least 
150 pies. 
 

 Thursday, November 24, is 
Thanksgiving Day, a day when we 
remember the many gifts from our 
God and how blessed we are.  We 
will have Mass that morning at 9:00 
am with the blessing of small loaves 
of bread to be 
shared with your 
families on 
Thanksgiving 
Day.  Join us to 
give thanks for 
God’s blessings. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of November 20, 2022 

 
Sunday The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 King of the Universe 
 2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5; Col 1:12-20;  
 Lk 23:35-43 
 
Monday Memorial of The Presentation of the  
 Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 21:1-4 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr 
 Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13; Lk 21:5-11 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Clement I, Pope and Martyr 
 Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9; Lk 21:12-19 
 
Thursday Memorial of Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest,  
 and Companions, Martyrs 
 Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; Ps 19:1-3,9a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; 
 Lk 21:20-28 
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Catherine of Alexandria,  
 Virgin and Martyr 
 Rv 20:1-4, 11-21:2; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a & 8a; Lk 21:29-33 
 
Saturday Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab; Lk 21:34-36 
 
Sunday First Sunday of Advent 
 Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:11-14; 
 Mt 24:37-44 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Larry S. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Rose K. 
Joann H. 
Jenny E. 
David B. 
Tom K. 
Mandy 

Larry 
Ken 
Peggy 
 

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on November 28.  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-
2460 ext. 1 when a 
loved one’s name no 
longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Meyer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
Barbara whom you have called to 
be with you.  May the calming 
peace of your love be with her 
family.  Eternal rest grant unto her, 
O Lord, and may the perpetual light 
shine upon her.  Amen. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of  the Universe 
 

First Reading:  2 Samuel 5:1-3 

 The two books of Samuel describe a time early I Jewish history, when the 12 tribes were forming one nation under a 
single king.  After the death of Saul, their first king, the tribes decided upon a successor, as we will hear in this reading. 
 
Second Reading:  Colossians 1:12-20 

 In our are of space travel, there is sometimes speculation about Christ’s place in the wider universe, particularly if life 
were found on other planets.  Today’s passage quotes an early Christian hymn which describes the kingship of Christ in 
cosmic terms. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Luke 23:35-43 

Throughout the gospel of Luke, Jesus is described as a humble, obedient servant of God.  Jesus’ true identity and power 
and sovereignty are proclaimed with great irony through the mocking words of the people, their leaders and the soldiers.  
Jesus would enter his Kingdom not by coming down from the cross, but by dying.  In his humiliation, Jesus is at the same 
time the victorious Christ, our Savior and our Messiah. 

 For your reflection:  How can I imitate Jesus by thinking of and acting for others sake?  My own? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“….giving thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share in the inheritance of the holy ones in light.”  
       Colossians 1:12 
 God wants us to be happy!  Instead of looking at the Ten Commandments as being restrictive and telling us what we 
can’t do, look at them as guides for living a joy-filled and peaceful life.  Most of our problems arise when we put our own 
needs first or we spend most of our time trying to acquire more stuff.  Instead, try putting God first in all things.  We were 
made for God.  Open your heart and let Him in! 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 Today’s gospel reminds us the Kingdom of Heaven is not like Disney’s Magic Kingdom.  Admission to Christ’s Kingdom is 
paid with the currency of acceptance, forgiveness, attention to the poor and love of one’s enemy.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Our Parish 

 
Tuesday, November 22 
8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, November 23 
8:30 AM  Mass 
10:00 AM  Bible Sharing / POMR 
1:00 PM  Christian Service / POMR 
6:30 PM  Worship Committee/ POMR 
 
Thursday, November 24 
9:00 AM  Thanksgiving Mass 
 
Saturday, November 26 
4:00 PM  Mass 
9:00 AM   Individual Reconciliation 
 
Sunday, November 27 
8:30 AM  Mass 
9:30 AM  RCIA / CH 
11:00 AM  Mass w/ RCIA Dismissal 
 
Private Prayer Time 
The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 

Thank you for your support to the Campaign for Human Development 

 Thank you for your generous support last week for the collection for the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development!  Your generosity will help to 
support those on the margins who live in poverty in the United States.  If you 
missed the collection, it’s not too late to give! Visit www.usccb.org/
nationalcollections and click “How to Give” under “Resources.” 

 

Thanksgiving Pies for East Side Soup Kitchen  •  150 or more pies needed 

 Please drop your baked pies for the annual Thanksgiving Dinner served 
by the East Side Soup Kitchen. to the CHURCH on Wednesday, November 
23th from 8:30 AM-10:30AM.  New this year, ESSK is happy to receive 
pumpkin pies.  ESSK is very grateful for the donation of pies to serve at their 
holiday dinner. 

 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register 

 You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or 
register for a class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session 
and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass 
regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the month. 

 

Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

 All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting 
Room.  Bible Study & Sharing is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures 
for Sunday. 

 

Food Program Outreach  ●  East Side Soup Kitchen  •  November 26 & 27 

 The food collection for next weekend will be for the EAST SIDE SOUP 
KITCHEN.  Thank you for your continuing support.  ESSK is in always need of 
the following items:  #10 cans of Corn, Green Beans, Carrots, and Peas, 
Peaches, Pears, and Fruit Cocktail; Applesauce, Pork & Beans; Juice/Kool-Aid 
Pouches, Small Bottled Water, Yams/Sweet Potatoes, Pudding & Fruit Cups 
any kind of Packaged Cookies and Cooking Spray.  Monetary donations can 
be sent directly to 940 E. Genesee, Saginaw, MI 48607, checks payable East 
Side Soup Kitchen. 

 

Thanksgiving Day  
Mass 

 

November 24 
9:00 AM 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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(continued from page 2) 
 

 Speaking of Thanksgiving, the 
parish office will be closed on 
Thursday and Friday this week for 
the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
 

 Next Sunday, we begin a new 
liturgical year with the First Sunday 
of Advent.  We will switch from the 
Gospel of Luke to the Gospel of 
Matthew for this liturgical year.  

Our giving tree will be up looking 
for donations for many 
organizations who reach out to 
others.  Thank you for your 
generosity.  Have a blessed week 
and Thanksgiving. 

Around Our Parish 
 

Safe Environment and Code of Conduct Policies  

 Diocese of Saginaw 

 In an effort to continuously improve policies and 

procedures to keep our children and vulnerable adults 

safe, the Diocese of Saginaw has updated the Safe 

Environment and Code of Conduct Policies.   

Effective date is January 1, 2023. 

WEEK 1 

 Safe Environment Policy Updates: Safe Environment 

training and a criminal history background check is 

required for all employees and for volunteers who have 

contact with minors in parishes, schools, and diocesan 

events. 

 One of the most significant changes in the policy is the 

definition of contact with minors.  Contact with minors is 

defined as in-person or virtual presence by Personnel with 

minor(s) for which there is a responsibility, including but 

not limited to, a chaperone, catechist, hall monitor, 

classroom volunteer, usher, or music director. 

 

 

 

Saginaw County League of Catholic Women  •  Luncheon 

 The Saginaw County League of Catholic Women will be 

having its Christmas Luncheon on Tuesday, December 13th 

at the Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption.  Mass will 

begin at 11:00 AM followed by lunch in the parish hall.  The 

cost of the luncheon will be $15.00.  Please mail your 

checks for your RSVP to LCW, P.O.  Box 6932, Saginaw, MI 

48608 so they arrive by December 6th.  If you feel your 

check will be late please RSVP Joyce at 989-295-5366.  We 

will be collecting monetary donations at the luncheon for 

the Mustard Seed Shelter, they will use this money for 

Christmas gifts for their clients.  Hope to see you all there.  

 

Boy Scout #312 Annual Wreath Pick up 

 The Scouts will be available on December 3 & 4 before 
or after Mass to assist you in picking up previously ordered 
wreaths.  Thank you for supporting the scouts.  

 

Knights of Columbus 4232  •  Family Burger Night 
 Join us for Family (Burger) Night!!!  Every Monday 
from 5:00-7:00 PM.  Serving the best Hamburgers, 
Cheeseburgers, Hotdogs, and Coney Dogs with those 
delicious fries or chips.  Take outs are also available. 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Jolt Credit Union

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

Today we celebrate Christ the 
King and are reminded that all 
was created through Him and for 
Him. Does my stewardship of the 
blessings entrusted to me give 
evidence that Christ is Lord 

of my life?

November 13, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $9,374.00
Loose ..................................... $811.00
Electronic (ACH) .................... $778.00
Children’s Collection ............... $39.00
Brown Bag ............................... $25.00
Military Collection ................. $250.00
Campaign for Human Dev. .... $518.00
Total ................................. $11,795.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Dear Parishioners, 

  This year we will continue to have our traditional 

Giving Tree in the Narthex for the first few weeks of 

Advent.  Listed below are the envelopes you will find 

on the tree.  Please feel free to read over what each 

organization does for the people of Saginaw and choose the envelope that relates 

best with your desire to reach out in stewardship during this Holy Season.  As 

always thank you for your kind generosity to those in greater need. 
 

   Christian Service Committee 
 
 

Giving Tree 2022 
 

 

 

Brown Bag Lunch Program 
 The Brown Bag Lunch Program is a program sponsored by St. 

Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Forty lunches of a sandwich, snack, a piece of 

fruit and a drink are packed by hand on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays each week by volunteers.  The lunches are then picked up 

by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and distributed to the needy of Saginaw.  Items such 

as peanut butter, jelly/jam (grape/strawberry), tuna fish, snack crackers, individual 

pudding/canned fruit, cookies, juice bag/boxes, etc., are donated by the parishioners 

of STA or purchased through the parish.  Your donations will help support the cost of 

this program. 

 

 

Old Town Community Outreach 
 Old Town Community Outreach is a comprehensive outreach 

program that serves the needs of the Saginaw Community.  Programs 

such as the Baby Pantry, Soup Kitchen, Jail and Prison Ministry and 

Senior Care Ministry offer several options for those in  need.  The Food 

Pantry has distributed over 1,000,000 pounds of food! 



 

Mustard Seed Shelter 
  The Mustard Seed Shelter supports women with children who are homeless and 

work toward self- sufficiency.  The shelter provides a safe, supportive 

and structured home setting.  Mustard Seed Shelter recognizes that 

repairing a lifetime of brokenness takes time and does not place a limit 

on how long guests can stay.  On average, guests stay 3-6 months.  

During their time at the shelter, they are assisted in putting together 

pieces of their life that had fallen apart beginning with the basics, such as helping them 

obtain all their identification.  Staff and volunteers then work with each woman to set 

goals that will help her get out of the crisis situation, all in a safe, secure, home 

environment. 

 
Emmaus House 
  Founded in 1987 by Sr. Marietta Fritz (Sisters of Notre Dame 

de Namur), and Sr. Shirley Orland, Emmaus House is a home for 

women coming from jail, prison, or rehabilitation.  The purpose is to provide the 

women with a family-like Christian atmosphere while creating new lives for themselves.  

There is no judgement or dwelling in the past.  Emmaus House believes that all of the 

women are unique, precious creations from God.  The Emmaus House mission is to join 

them in their journey, walking along side them on the road to physical, emotional, and 

spiritual healing, just as Christ did on the road to Emmaus.  We have served over 1,900 

women and will continue to serve! 

 

Underground Railroad 
 Underground Railroad serves victims of domestic violence, 

sexual assault, stalking and human slavery in Saginaw County.  

Since 1977, Underground Railroad, Inc. has been the only provider 

of emergency shelter and services to end domestic and sexual 

violence in the community.  Annually we provide over 14,000 safe bed nights for over 

500 women and children, and over 4,000 families in Saginaw County access one or 

more of our services. Underground Railroad, Inc. is a partner agency of the United Way 

of Saginaw County. 

 

LifeClinic  
  LifeClinic provides help to find medical and support services 

from a staff who truly cares for the holistic wellbeing of a woman. 

Whether women are seeking trauma support or more information 

about pregnancy options, they have the no cost confidential 

resources needed.  Multiple services for both men and women are provided.  Classes 

on pregnancy, parenting, relationships, financial and more are offered as well. 
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5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738
Commercial - Industrial - Residential

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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