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Father Rick’s  
Reflections . . . 

 During the season of Advent, one 
strong voice that tries to rouse us to 
the demands of our discipleship of 
Jesus is that of John the Baptist.  He 
comes from the wilderness – the 
privileged place of covenant making 
and the dangerous environment of 
temptation to covenant breaking – 
eager to share what he has learned 
there. 
 
 In “those days” of new 
beginnings, the Spirit thrusts John the 
Baptist onto the banks of the Jordan 
River to be Israel’s awakener to what 
God will do in and through Jesus. 
Sharpened in wisdom and words by his 
desert experience, John cuts his way 
through hypocrisy and sinfulness, and 
offers to the Jordan crowd his baptism 
of repentance. 
 
 Unlike Luke, Matthew has no 
infancy introduction to the Baptist.  We 
might be eager for “dear little baby 
Jesus,” but the Lectionary demands 
that we first go through “Checkpoint 
John” to be examined for our integrity, 
our repentance, our fruits of justice, 
before we approach the adult Christ. 
John is not an elegant preacher, a 
person of the establishment, or 
someone who would make the most 
acceptable parishioner.  He is 
disturbing.  He has found his voice in 
the desert’s eloquent silence.  Shaggy 
in dress, he is clothed like a new Elijah 
and eats the ritually pure food of the 

poor.  John’s sudden appearance may 
the evangelist’s way of reminding us of 
one emphasis of last Sunday’s readings 
– that God’s action in history is often 
unexpected.  Matthew applies to John 
the words of consolation of Second 
Isaiah, originally addressed to the 
retuning Babylonian exiles in the sixth 
century BCE.  But whereas Isaiah 
dreamed of God cutting a smooth way 
home through the wilderness for his 
people, in our gospel today it is the 
Baptist’s strident and fiery words that 
blaze a trail for the coming of God-with
-us in Christ.  The wilderness is not just 
the physical place in which the Baptist 
preachers; it is also the barren places 
of our hearts in which a trail of 
repentance needs to be cut. 
 
 It was at the Jordan River that the 
Hebrews came out of their wilderness 
wandering and crossed through the 
waters into the Promised Land.  Over 
twelve hundred years later, the Baptist 
calls their descendants into the waters 
for another transition, another entry 
into the promises of God.  If it seems 
that our present calendar year has 
been something of a desert wandering 
– personally, politically, socially, and 
ecclesially – Advent is a call to new 
hope and conversion to Christ.  The 
biblical meaning of “repentance” to 
which John summons us is more than 
just “being sorry.”  It implies a radical 
change in our attitudes and matters of 
the heart, a total transformation of our 
priorities, the beginning and end of 
everything in us that is not God.  
 
 Each Sunday, we light a candle on 
the Advent wreath – a fragile flame 
that reminds us that in these weeks we 
are preparing to renew the welcome 
into our lives of the vulnerable One 
who was announced by a star rising in 
the darkness and a song echoing 
through the night.  Remember the 
words of John the Baptist: “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 
 
 Today, Sunday, December 4, we 
have the first of our Communal 

Penance Celebrations in our vicariate. 
We will gather at 2:30 pm at Holy Spirit 
Church to celebrate this powerful 
sacrament.  We will have another 
opportunity on Tuesday, December 13 
at 7:00 pm here at St Thomas Aquinas 
Church.  Also, we will have Individual 
Rite of Penance on Saturday, 
December 10 at 9:00 am.  If these 
times are not convenient, just give the 
parish a call and we can set up a 
private time to celebrate the 
sacrament. 
 Thursday, December 8, is the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary – the belief that Mary was 
redeemed from the moment of her 
conception and “saved” by her Son.  It 
is a holy day of obligation for Catholics. 
We will have Mass on Wednesday, 
December 7 @ 7:00 pm and Thursday, 
December 8 @ 8:30 am with the NCCE 
student community.  If those times are 
not convenient, contact the parish 
office for our neighboring parishes 
celebrations. 
 
 It’s hard to believe that we are 
drawing closer to Christmas.  Our lives 
will continue to get busier as we draw 
closer to the feast.  Remember to take 
the time to spend time with the Lord 
and time for yourself to help prepare 
for the feast.  We received more Little 
Blue Books for your reflection since we 
almost ran out last weekend.  Happy 
Advent! 
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Readings for the Week of December 4, 2022 

 
Sunday Second Sunday of Advent 
 Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rom 15:4-9;  
 Mt 3:1-12 
 
Monday Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab & 10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 5:17-26 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Nicholas, Bishop 
 Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2, 3 & 10ac, 11-12, 13;  
 Mt 18:12-14 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop and  
 Doctor of the Church 
 Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 & 10; Mt 11:28-30 
 
Thursday Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of  
 the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; 
 Lk 1:26-38 
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
 Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Mt 11:16-19 
 
Saturday Memorial of Our Lady of Loreto 
 Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac & 3b, 15-16, 18-19;  
 Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
 
Sunday Third Sunday of Advent 
 Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10.; Jas 5:7-10;  
 Mt 11:2-11 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Larry S. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Rose K. 
Joann H. 
Jenny E. 
David B. 
Tom K. 
Mandy 

Larry 
Ken 
Peggy 
 

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on December 30.  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-
2460 ext. 1 when a 
loved one’s name no 
longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 

Immaculate Conception  
of the Virgin Mary 
Patronal Feastday of  

the United States of America 
 

Wednesday, December 7 
Vigil 7:00 PM 

 
Thursday, December 8 

8:30 AM 
with NCCE Community 

All are Welcome 
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Second Sunday of  Advent 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10 

 The prophet Isaiah lived 750 years before Christ.  Despite the political unrest of that period, he looked forward to a 
kingdom so wonderful that even nature is at peace.  This perfect world would be ruled by a descendent of King David, 
whose father was Jesse. 
 
Second Reading:  Romans 15:4-9 

 The Christian community in Rome was composed of Jewish and Gentile converts who sometimes found it hard to live 
together.  As Paul nears the end of his letter to them, he encourages them to draw upon the Scriptures (which we refer to 
as the Old Testament), and to draw upon the example of Christ to learn how to achieve greater harmony. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Matthew 3:1-12 

John the Baptist is both a prophet and a martyr who died being God’s voice when he proclaimed the Messiah and 
called sinners to reform and repent.  To repent means to “change your mind”, “change your way of thinking”, to “turn 
around”.  John proclaims a God who expects more of us and holds us accountable.  We must give some concrete evidence 
by our lives that we mean to reform.  While salvation is a gift, salvation also flows from our personal decisions and personal 
performance. 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“You too must be patient.  Make you hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand.”   James 5:8 

Patience is another one of those things many of us struggle with.  We want things to go according to our plan and our 
schedule.  Any change brings anxiety and fear.  Through daily prayer we better align ourselves with God’s will and His plan, 
which is far better than anything we can come up with on our own.   

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 The question put to Jesus in today’s gospel is also put to us today: “Are you the one?”  Are you the one who will give 
guidance to the children in your life, or must they look to TV sitcoms, films, videos and music lyrics for direction?  Are you 
the one?  Will you be the one?  

Vicariate Penance Services 

 Sunday, December 4  •  2:30 PM  Tuesday, December 13  •  7:00 PM 
 Holy Spirit Church  St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
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In Our Parish 
Tuesday, December 6 
8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, December 7 
8:30 AM  Mass 
10:00 AM  Bible Sharing / POMR 
7:00 PM  Vigil Immaculate 
 Conception of the Virgin Mary 
 
Thursday, December 8 

Immaculate Conception  
of the Virgin Mary 

8:30 AM  Mass w/  
 NCCE/MS Community 
6:30 PMParish Choir Rehearsal / CH 
 
Saturday, December 10 

Hospitality Weekend 
9:00 AM   
 Individual Rite of Penance 
4:00 PM  Mass 
 
Sunday, December 11 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Hospitality Weekend 

8:30 AM  Mass 
9:30 AM  RCIA / CB 
11:00 AM  Mass w/ RCIA Dismissal 
11:00 AM  Liturgy of the Word  
 for Children-LOW 
 
Private Prayer Time 
The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 
 

 We welcomed into the faith community 
through the waters of baptism Michelle Sunderraj, 
daughter of Manigandan & Jineky Sunderraj.  May 
God bless her and her family as she becomes a 
Disciple of Christ. 

 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire / Register 

 You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or 
register for a class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session 
and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass 
regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the month. 

 

Hospitality Weekend  •  December 10 & 11 

 We hope to see you at the December Hospitality 
next weekend for a time of fellowship after the 4:00 
pm, 8:30am, and 11:00 am Masses.  This is an 
opportunity to visit with your parish neighbors and 
share a friendly smile and visit.  We still need folks to 
continue this ministry.  Individuals, couples, and 
families can help with set up and clean up, put the refreshments out on 
tables, serve, etc.  If this ministry sounds right for you, contact the Parish 
Office or Teri Bohnhoff 989-928-7897 for more information.  
 

Liturgy of the Word for Children  

 Liturgy of the Word for Children is a program in which the Sunday 
scripture readings are proclaimed and explained on a level appropriate to 
children in grades pre-K (4 yo) – 4th at the 11:00 AM Sunday Mass now 
through May.  Any child in this age group may participate – no registration is 
necessary.  More information about this ministry is in the narthex next to 
the Children's Bulletins. 
 

Giving Tree  ●  It is in giving that we receive.    St. Francis of Assisi 

 Please take an envelope from the Giving Tree and fill a heart with joy 
this holiday season.  We ask that you make your donation DIRECTLY to the 
organization of your choice by enclosing a gift card or monetary donation 
(checks payable to the organization).  Thank you for sharing CHRISTmas with 
our community.  Peace and Goodwill to all. 

 

Christmas Flowers Memorial / Intention 

 Please use the envelope in your monthly packet or simply drop a note 
for your Memorial / Intention along with your name by placing an envelope 
in the Sunday collection.  Thank you.  

 

Food Program Outreach  • 
 Old Town Christian Outreach  •  December  10 & 11 
 Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned 
soups, crackers, package dinners, canned meats, canned vegetables/fruits, 
pancake mix/syrup, cereals and any household paper products or cleaning 
products ie: dish/laundry detergents, cleaners, paper towel/toilet paper.  
Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 
48602.  
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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Around Our Parish 
 

Safe Environment and Code of Conduct Policies  
 Diocese of Saginaw 

 In an effort to continuously improve policies and 

procedures to keep our children and vulnerable adults 

safe, the Diocese of Saginaw has updated the Safe 

Environment and Code of Conduct Policies.   

Effective date is January 1, 2023. 
 

WEEK 3 
Safe Environment Policy Updates: 

All diocesan and parish employees are required to read 

and complete VIRTUS monthly training bulletins. 

Although not required, volunteers and ministers are 

strongly encouraged to read and complete VIRTUS 

monthly training bulletins as well. 

 

Religious Retirement Fund Collection  •  December 11  

 A special collection for the Religious Retirement Fund 
will be held on December 11.  Lighten the load.  An 
abbot writes, “Your gift helps ease our worldly burdens 
and allows us to continue living out our mission of 
seeking God and serving the Church”  Donations to next 
week’s retirement Fund for Religious Retirement Fund 
for Religious collection help hundreds of U.S. religious 
communities to provide for their aging numbers.  To 
learn more, please visit www.retiredreligious.org.   

 

Walking with Moms in Need  
 

 Due to the passing of Proposal 3 to legalize abortion 
up to the moment of birth, the fight to protect the 
dignity of life has intensified.  Walking with Moms in 
Need Ministry is active in several parishes in each of the 
5 Vicariates throughout the diocese.  The most 
important task of the ministry is to accompany women 
as they face pregnancy, helping them to feel supported, 
loved, and welcome, and in creating a list of community 

resources that will be available when a woman in crisis 
needs help and support.  These resources provide 
assistance to women making the decision to choose life 
for her child.  For more information to begin Walking 
with Moms in Need in your parish, please contact Beth 
at 989.797.6655 or bbauer@diosag.org or visit the 
website: https://saginaw.org/moms. 

 
Knights of Columbus 4232  ●   
 Sunday Morning Parish Breakfast  •  December 18 

 Breakfast fundraiser to benefit K 0f C Council 4232  
Charities on Sunday, December 18 from 9:00 AM until 
12:90 PM.  Breakfast includes scrambled eggs, sausage, 
hash browns, pancakes, coffee, juice, and milk. Adults: 
$9; Children 6-12: $5; Children 5 and under: free.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Welcome to Our Parish 
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office.  
 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office. 
 
Parish Staff 
Pastor ...................... Fr. Richard Bokinskie 
rickb@stasaginaw.org 
 
Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski 
gapatelski@aol.com 
 
Pastoral Associate .. Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 
annd@stasaginaw.org 
 
Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago 
dawnd@stasaginaw.org 
 
Bookkeeper ........................... Pat Messing 
patm@stasaginaw.org 
 
Baptism & Funeral Coordinator & 
RCIA Director ...................... Karen Bartels 
starcia@stasaginaw.org 
 
Interim Music Director ...........................  
...................................... Deborah Kraklow 
debk@stasaginaw.org 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM 
Sunday ........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM 
 ............................................ Winter Hours 
Tuesday - Thursday ..................... 8:30 AM 
First Friday ................................... 8:30 AM 
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM 
(Or by Appointment) 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(R.C.I.A.) 
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring. 
 
Baptisms 
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register. 
 
Marriage 
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest. 
 
Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits 
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit. 
 
Nouvel Catholic Central Schools 

www.NouvelCatholic.org 
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222 
High School ........................... 989.791.4330 
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361 

Sponsor of 
the Week 

Lawn Doctor 
 

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish. 

Parish 

Stewardship 
 

Each of us has his or her own role to 
play in the coming of the Kingdom of 
God.  John the Baptist was called to 
be the herald of the Messiah, 
preparing the way of the Lord.  To 
what is the Lord calling me?  
 
November 20, 2022  
Envelopes ......................... $13,336.00 
Loose ..................................... $925.85 
Electronic (ACH) ................. $5,878.00 
Children’s Collection ............... $46.32 
Brown Bag ............................... $40.00 
Military Collection ................. $250.00 
Campaign for Human Dev. . $1,850.00 
Total ................................. $22,326.17 
 
November 27, 2022  
Envelopes ........................... $6,582.00 
Loose .................................. $3,738.00 
Electronic (ACH) .................... $803.00 
Children’s Collection ............... $56.00 
Brown Bag ............................... $80.00 
Military Collection ................... $55.00 
Campaign for Human Dev. .... $150.00 
Religious Retirement ............. $175.00 
Christmas Flowers ................. $272.00 
Total ................................. $11,911.00 
 
Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning. 

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses


KEEPING WATCH Meditations for Advent | Week 2

POINTS TO PONDER
◗ How can you keep the fruits 

of the Spirit in mind? Do 
you need a daily reminder on 
your phone? Can a book or 
journal help? 

◗ What are some ways you can 
put action toward each of the 
fruits of the Spirit? 

◗ Consider seeking the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation this 
week and, as John the Baptist 
urged, “Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand” 
(Mt 3:2).

Bearing Fruit
Isaiah 11:1–10; Romans 15:4–9; Matthew 3:1–12

Maybe you’ve heard the phrase, “It’s 
not what you know; it’s who you 

know.” And maybe you even know of 
a situation when this was the case — 
when someone secured an opportunity 
because of a connection rather 
than on ability alone.

John the Baptist 
tells the Pharisees 
and Sadducees 
that claiming to 
be a descendant 
of Abraham 
will not be 
enough when 
the wheat is 
separated from 
the chaff. “Pro-
duce good fruit 
as evidence of your 
repentance” (Mt 3:8).

There’s no better time 
than Advent for us to begin 
bearing fruit for he who is coming, both 
at Christmas and the Second Coming. 
Fortunately, we have clear instructions 
on how to do that.

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 
Against such there is no law,” St. Paul 

writes in Galatians 5:22–23.
The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church adds, “The fruits of the Spirit 
are perfections that the Holy Spirit 
forms in us as the first fruits of eternal 

glory” (1832).
It’s a challenge to bear 
such fruit. But with 

God’s grace and 
the help of the 

Holy Spirit, we 
can “prepare 
the way of the 
Lord, / make 
straight his 
paths” (Mt 3:3). 
As you light the 

second purple 
candle on your 

Advent wreath this 
week, consider ways 

in which you can bear 
fruit.

We learned last week that we can’t 
know the hour at which Jesus will 
come again. But when he does, he will 
take into account what you know (the 
Faith); he’ll consider who you know 
(the Father); and he’ll consider what 
fruit you’ve borne. So may this Advent 
result in a lush and abundant harvest!

The Sacrament of

Prepare the way of the Lord with a clear con-
science. Most parishes offer times for confession or 
communal penance services during Advent. Feeling 
uncertain because it’s been a while? That’s okay — 
see the steps on the next page for a reassuring guide.



Awaiting 

Make waiting for Jesus an active task 
with these ideas, or create your own 
list!
• Bring more joy to your days and 

those of others by consciously 
remembering to smile more, 
which can affect your mood and 
that of others.

• Increase your generosity with an 
offer of money, goods, or service to causes for the least of those in your com-
munity. 

• Life presents endless moments that test our patience and kindness. Choose 
one aspect of your everyday experiences in which to be wildly patient or kind. 
Maybe it’s toward other drivers when on the road. Maybe it’s with your cowork-
ers. Maybe it’s those chaotic hours between the end of the school day through 
dinner and homework. Be extravagant, just as Jesus is with his love and grace.

THE IMMACULATE

There’s endless confusion about 
the Immaculate Conception. Many 
people think it refers to the con-
ception of Jesus by the Virgin Mary. 
Instead, we celebrate the conception 
of the Virgin Mary — the doctrine 
that states that Mary was conceived 
without the stain of original sin. 

The Immaculate Conception 
is celebrated on December 8. You 
could honor the Blessed Mother 
by praying the Rosary or the Hail 
Mary.

Hail Mary,
full of Grace,
the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit
of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now,
and at the hour of our death.
Amen. 

Copyright © by Our Sunday Visitor, Inc. Nihil Obstat: Msgr. Michael Heintz, Ph.D. Censor Librorum; Imprimatur ✠ Kevin C. Rhoades, Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend Images: Shutterstock.com

You may confess face to face with 
the priest or privately behind a screen. 
Either way, relax. The priest is there to 
help you experience God’s mercy.

The priest will welcome you and in-
vite you to make the Sign of the Cross. 
It will be helpful for the priest to know 
a little about you if he doesn’t already, 
and the time of your last confession. 
You may choose to begin with the 
traditional opening, “Bless me, Father, 
for I have sinned. It has been (weeks, 
months, years) since my last confes-
sion.” 

Confess your sins in your own 
words to the priest. An appropriate way 
to conclude is by saying, “I am sorry for 

these and all the sins of my past life.” 
The priest will help you from there.

After you have confessed your sins, 
the priest will offer encouragement for 
your moral and spiritual growth. He 
then gives you a penance — which may 
include a brief prayer — and asks you 
to make an act of contrition. Then the 
priest absolves you from your sins. Af-
ter this you may leave the confessional.

Complete the penance the priest 
gives you. Thank God for his mercy. 
Promise yourself and God that you will 
try to avoid these sins in the future. 
Talk to God and ask for his help espe-
cially in avoiding temptations — those 
near occasions of sin.

Dear Holy Spirit, I ask you to fill me with your strength and 
guide my thoughts, words, and actions, so that I might bear 
great fruit worthy of your grace. Amen.

Steps in the  
Rite of Reconciliation





Mission: We encourage faithful giving that is responsibly 
managed and reflective of the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Vision: Joyous giving in Jesus, forever supporting the needs 
of God’s people.

The Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan is
 a registered 501(c)(3), and all gifts are tax-deductible.

Thank you for the opportunity to share these impact stories of CCFMM Endowments. 
It is our intention to provide these stories quarterly. This quarter we share about the Sr. Roberta 

Kolasa Endowment for Lay Ministry.

CCFMM Fund Memorializes Sr. Roberta Kolasa,
Beloved Co-Founder of the Lay Ministry Program

Founded shortly after Vatican II, the Lay Ministry Program 
of the Saginaw Catholic Diocese was on the cutting edge. 
The program, started in 1978 by Bishop Francis F. Reh, 
Sr. Roberta Kolasa, and a group of priests from the Saginaw 
Catholic Diocese, would commission 500 lay ministers 
within its first twenty-five years.

One of the co-founders of the Lay Ministry Program, 
Sr. Roberta, SJ, was an alumnus of the Catholic Schools of 
the Saginaw Diocese, a Felician sister, a beloved teacher and 
theologian, and a woman proud of her Polish heritage. 
Those who were part of her lay ministry program speak of her with only the highest regard.

Sister Roberta graduated from Saginaw’s Holy Rosary High School in 1956 and was class valedictorian. Her father 
was born in Poland and her mother was from a Polish district in Chicago. Right after high school graduation, she 
entered the Felician Sisters’ Convent in Livonia and received a BA from Madonna College. She taught at Saint 
Christopher School in Bridgeport, where she shared her Polish heritage with her students, teaching them Polish 
dancing with authentic Polish costumes.

Sr. Roberta studied in Rome during Vatican II. Later, in the 1970s, she became a Servant of Jesus sister, SJ. In 1978 
she was called on to help develop the lay ministry in the Saginaw Diocese, and in 1979 she was appointed the first 
director for the new program. She continued to be involved until her death.

Sr. Jo Gaugier, OP, a close friend of Sr. Roberta and lay ministry team member, came to the Saginaw Diocese in 
1983. The two worked closely together and were co-coordinators of the program. 

“Sr. Roberta was very committed and dedicated to helping people develop their spiritual life. She had a master’s 
degree from Santa Maria College for religious sisters in Rome and a second master’s in Christian Spirituality from 

Creighton University.”

According to Sr. Jo, some of the areas lay ministers have been involved in include the following: Adult faith 
formation; Annulment Advocacy; Baptismal preparation; BeFriender leader/ministry; Catechetical ministry; 
Children’s liturgy; Engaged: couple to couple; Funeral Vigil presiding; Grief recovery; Homebound and nursing
home ministry; Hospitality for new members; Jail ministry; Liturgy planning; Marriage ministry; Outreach to the 
Poor; Pastoral associate, Worship service outside of Mass; and youth ministers. After more than four decades of



lay ministry in the Saginaw Catholic Diocese, Sr. Jo enthusiastically adds that there are still more lay ministers/
more ministries yet to be named! She also believes that “informed/formed lay ministers serve beyond Church 
(Ecclesia) and also in the World: family, society and workplace.”

Another member of the lay ministry team, Carole Watters, describes the four-year program begun by Sr. Roberta 
as a complete program. She says it changed people spiritually and emotionally.

As a close friend and lay ministry team member, Carole adds that Sr. Jo and Sister Roberta were great sparring 
buddies. Sr. Roberta was a loyal University of Michigan football fan while her colleague in the Lay Ministry 
Program, Sr. Jo, born in Lansing, was a staunch Michigan State University Spartan fan. While these two women 
worked closely together in lay ministry, they were on opposite sides when it came to gridiron action in the state. 
One rooted for the Maize and Blue while the other was all “Go Green!”

Now, over 40 years later, Sr. Roberta P. Kolasa is remembered for her significant role and her many contributions 
since being named Coordinator of Deacon-Lay Ministry Formation in 1978. Sr. Roberta was recognized with the 
National Association of Lay Ministers Award and also inducted into the Saginaw 
Catholic Schools Hall of Fame.

Sr. Roberta passed away September 25, 2013. She was loved and revered by all those in the Lay Ministry 
Program. Many were touched by her life, including her friend and lay ministry team member Carole Watters, who 
established The Sr. Roberta Kolasa Endowment for Lay Ministry in 2013 with the CCFMM. The fund was created 
as a lasting memorial to Sr. Roberta for unwavering devotion to her Catholic faith and her love and 
support for the Lay Ministry Program.

Written by Mary Beth Looby

For more information, call the CCFMM’s Executive Director, Kristin Smith,
at 989.300.9200 or kristin.smith@ccfmm.org

The CCFMM is here to help guide you with your planned and legacy giving.

With your IRA charitable rollover gift you can support the work of the CCFMM and enjoy valuable tax benefits 
by making a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) to the CCFMM. Even better, your gift may count toward 
your required minimum distribution for the year.

IRA Giving - A Gift that Keeps on Giving

Reduce your Taxable Income!
If you make a QCD, you will not have to pay federal income tax on the amount of your rollover gift. That’s a real 

tax advantage for a charitably minded IRA owner who does not need the required distribution to live on, and 
does not want to pay income taxes on required IRA distributions.

Enjoy Charitable Gift Benefits!
If you no longer itemize your deductions, you can still benefit from the reduction in income and resultant tax 

savings through an IRA rollover gift.

What are the Benefits of an IRA Gift?

Contact Kristin Smith, Executive Director, for more information on requirements and how to 

get started with your IRA giving at 989.303.9201 or kristin.smith@ccfmm.org
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738
Commercial - Industrial - Residential

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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