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Father Rick’s  
Reflections . . . 

 The last verse of today’s 
gospel is significant, as it proclaims 
the circumcision and the naming of 
the child Jesus.  That Mary and 
Joseph are obedient to the Jewish 
Torah is part of Luke’s good news. 
The rite of circumcision, celebrated 
eight days after birth, is called the 
“covenant of circumcision” and 
marks the male child’s formal entry 
into the covenantal Jewish 
community.  Every circumcision is a 
call to Abraham’s seed to renew 
the covenant, but in Jesus, the rite 
cuts the deepest – the covenant 
that is made in his flesh will one 
day be poured out not only in a 
drop of foreskin blood, but in the 
tortured flesh of the Son of Man 
and of God, crucified for the 
world’s salvation. 
 
 At circumcision, the child is 
also named, and Jesus is given the 
name that was announced to Mary 
before his conception – “Jesus” or 
Jeshua) meaning “savior.”  It is not 
just an external ritual but a matter 
of identity, a marking of the heart. 
For present-day parents, what they 
call their child is important – will it 
be a family name, one discovered 
by poring over the baby name 
reference book, or perhaps that of 
the latest celebrity?  The naming of 

the Jewish child within the 
circumcision rite is a significant life-
cycle event, for the name links the 
child to past generations and 
expresses hope for the future.  
After the Shoah, many European 
Jews gave their child the name of a 
parent or dear relative who had 
perished in the Holocaust, for in 
such naming the memory of the 
dead person is symbolically “born 
again into the world.”  Jesus, 
Savior, is a name for all 
generations, for the salvation of all.  
Although we do not know the 
words of the first-century rite, the 
prayer that accompanies the Jewish 
child’s naming asks; “May his heart 
be wide open to comprehend your 
holy will, that he may learn and 
teach, keep and fulfill your laws.” 
Jesus would do this most faithfully. 
We who are named Christians are 
given our deepest identity by our 
baptism into Christ.  After his 
resurrection, the early church 
repeatedly preached and worked 
miracles “in the name of Jesus,” 
that is, in the power of his personal 
presence in the Spirit.  
 
 Also, January 1 has been 
designated as the day on which the 
Church prays for world peace, and 
the Solemnity of Mary focuses our 
gaze on her silent wonder as she 
contemplates her child, trying to 
put together the significance of 
what had happened in the past 
nine months, dreaming about what 
the future might hold.  In all the 
gospels, Mary remains a woman 
wrapped in silence throughout 
Jesus’ preaching, death, and 
resurrection.  After the 
resurrection, Luke will place Mary 
at the heart of the community of 
disciples, still the silent mother, 
drawing around her the family of 

Jesus. It is the peace of Christ that 
we hope and pray for at the 
beginning of a new year – peace in 
our own hearts and in our families, 
in our church and in our world. 
 
 With New Year’s Day on 
Sunday, the holiday transfers to 
Monday.  Therefore, the parish 
offices are closed on Monday, 
January 2 and will reopen on 
Tuesday, January 3.  However, 
Nouvel Catholic Schools do not 
return until Wednesday, January 4. 
There will not be a school Mass on 
Thursday, just a normal weekday 
Mass. 
 
 Effective today, I have a new 
email address.  Due to cyber-
security protocols for the diocese, 
the priests, deacons, directors of 
parish life and bookkeepers have a 
new email address.  My new 
address is rbokinskie@diosag.org. 
The present one for the parish is 
still active but I will be moving all 
my parish correspondence to this 
new address.  Please make note of 
this change. 
 
 As we begin a new year, let us 
try and remember who it is that we 
adore and celebrate during this 
Christmas season.  We are to mirror 
our savior, Jesus, in our thoughts, 
words, and deeds.  May we make 
this a resolution for the new year 
and keep it beyond January 1. 
Happy New Year from the staff of St 
Thomas Aquinas Parish. 
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Readings for the Week of January 1, 2023

Sunday Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5,6,8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21

Monday Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and Gregory 
Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church 
1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28

Tuesday 1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Ps 98:1, 3CD-4, 5-6; Jn 1:29-34

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn 1:35-42

Thursday Memorial of Saint John Neumann, Bishop
1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn 1:43-51

Friday 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147: 12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Mk 1:7-11

Saturday 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 & 6a & 9b; Jn 2:1-11

Sunday The Epiphany of the Lord
Is 60:1-6 ; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; 
Mt 2:1-12

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation.

Prayers

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially:

Lois B. 
Linda Smith
Tessa Mary
Olivia Monsour
Larry S.
Al V.
Betty
Monica
Larry S.
Rose K.
David B.
Mandy
Larry
Ken
Peggy

Ivor Alcorn II

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities.

We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on December 30.  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-
2460 ext. 1 when a 
loved one’s name no 
longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list.
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Solemnity of  Mary, the Holy Mother of  God 
 

First Reading:  Numbers 6:22-27 

 The fourth book of the Bible is called the Book of Numbers simply because in describing the wondering of the 
people in the Sinai Desert, it gives two census reports.  In this section, we hear how God instructed the priestly 
leaders to bless the people. 
 

Second Reading:  Galatians 4:4-7 

 Galatia was a Roman province in what is now central Turkey.  Paul had visited there and founded a Christian 
community.  In this section of his letter to them, he explains that all people, no just a select few, are called to be sons 
and daughters of God. 
 
Stewardship Reflections 

”Wives, be subordinate to your husbands...Husbands, love your wives...Children, obey your parents in 
everything...Fathers, do not provoke your children…”   Colossians 3:18-21 

 Pope Francis said that families, through their life of prayer and love, become “schools of true human growth.”  
Being credible witnesses of Christian love, especially that of family members, exerts the most positive influence on 
our children.  We are all children of God, let us pray and love each other as God, Our Father, does for us. 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 Today’s gospel says Joseph “made his home in Nazareth.”  A “home” is built on the foundation love, commitment 
and a shared history and is decorated with forgiveness, acceptance, rituals, discipline and mutual support.  The Holy 
Family challenges us today:  Don’t live ‘anyplace’, live at HOME! 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We 
Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home in this community, we 
invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office 
for more information on becoming a member. 
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In Our Parish 

 
Tuesday, January 3 
8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, January 4 
8:30 AM Mass  
 
Thursday, January 5 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Friday, January 6 

First Friday 
4:00 PM  Mass 
 
Saturday, January 7 
4:00 PM  Mass 
 
Sunday, January 8 
10:00 AM  Mass  
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 

Food Program Outreach  •   
 Old Town Christian Outreach  •  January 7 & 8 

 Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned 
soups, crackers, package dinners, canned meats, canned vegetables/
fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals and any household paper products or 
cleaning products ie: dish/laundry detergents, cleaners, paper towel/
toilet paper.  Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 Gratiot 
Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.  
 

Christmas Flowers 

 The Christmas Flower donation listing will be published mid January.  
Thank you for the beautiful enhancement to the Church and Narthex. 
 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register 

 You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or 
register for a class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation 
session and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners 
attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the 
month. 
 

Lending Library  ●  Church Lower Level 

 Visit the shelves in the basement and pick up a book, enjoy and 
return at your convenience.  The library is located in the main hall of the 
church basemen and is opened before Mass and weekdays when the 
church is opened 
 

Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

 All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office 
Meeting Room.  Bible Study & Sharing is an informal morning reviewing 
the scriptures for Sunday. 

 A reminder, if Saginaw 
Township and/or Nouvel 
Catholic Central Schools are 
delayed or closed because 
of weather, there will be no 
morning Mass. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Around Our Parish 
 

Knights of Columbus 4232 Father Nouvel Council 
 No Family Burger Night on January 2, 2023.   

Next Parish Benefit Breakfast—January 15, benefiting 
St. Dominic Parish. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Diocesan Marriage Preparation Workshop 
 The Diocesan Marriage Preparation In-Person 
Workshop offers formation for engaged couples 
preparing to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage.  
Among the topics presented are Marriage as a 
Sacrament, Marital Intimacy, Natural Family Planning, 
Communication, Conflict Resolution, and Family of 
Origin.  The workshop features presentations by trained 
marriage facilitators, practical couple exercises, private 
couple discussion and prayer.  The workshop will be 
held at the Center for Ministry located at 5802 Weiss St, 
Saginaw, on January 14, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  The 
cost for this event is $90 per couple. Lunch and 
beverages will be provided.  Contact Beth Bauer for 
more information at bbauer@diosag.org or call 
989.797.6655.  To register, click on the following link: 
https://dioceseofsaginawweb.myshelby.org 
default.aspx?page=3347, or contact Maria Coss at 
mcoss@diosag.org. 

 
 
 

Pilgrimage to Italy    October24—November 2,  2023  

 You are invited to join Fr. Bill Rutkowski and Fr. 

Francis George on an Italian Pilgrimage in the spirit of 

St. Francis of Assisi, St. Padre Pio & St. Benedict.  This 

Pilgrimage is organized through Corporate Travel 

Service, Northville, MI.  Highlights include San Giovanni 

Rotondo (St. Padre Pio), the Amalfi Coast, 

Montecassino & Subiaco (St. Benedict), the major 

Basilicas and sites in Rome, with an optional Pre-Tour 

Pilgrimage to Assisi (St. Francis) October 22- 25, 2023. 

This land-only Pilgrimage starts at $3,349 pp/double 

occupancy (single occupancy +$850), 8 nights at 4-star 

hotels, daily Mass, daily breakfast, 1 lunch, 5 dinners, 

fees, taxes, and so much more.; (Pre-Tour Pilgrimage 

+$949: Assisi extension of 2 nights at a 4-star hotel, 2 

breakfasts, 1 dinner).  Group airfare is optional.  An 

information evening is set for Wednesday, January 18, 

6:30 p.m. in Shepherd Hall, Christ the Good Shepherd 

Parish, Saginaw, where a presentation will be made and 

questions answered.  The pilgrimage is limited to 50 

people, on a first come/first go basis.  For a Pilgrimage 

brochure, or for more information, please contact Fr. 

Bill at (517) 881-1132 or brutkowski@diosag.org . 

A New Year's Prayer 

Lord, You make all things new  

You bring hope alive in our hearts  

And cause our Spirits to be born again.  

Thank you for this new year  

For all the potential it holds.  

Come and kindle in us a mighty flame  

So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God  

And live forever to praise Your glorious name. Amen  

 

A modern prayer for the New Year from www.lords-prayer-words.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rbokinskie@diosag.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

R.F. Koester, Inc.

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

Today’s second reading reminds us 
that through Christ we have been 
delivered from the law and become 
sons and daughters of God.  New 
Year’s Day provides a perfect 
opportunity to ask ourselves the 
question:  Does my life reflect my 
gratitude for all that my loving Father 
has given me.

The Parish Financial Stewardship will 
be listed in future bulletins due to 
holiday publication dates.  Thank you.

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI
© 2022 DIOCESAN
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738
Commercial - Industrial - Residential

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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