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Father Rick’s  

Reflections . . . 

 We have today feast of gospel 
reversals. Herod has taken the title 
of “king of the Jews” to himself and 
perverted it by his ambitious grasp 
for power. In contrast, Jesus was 
born a powerless king of the Jews, 
the title that will be ironically nailed 
to the humble throne of his cross. 
Historical controversies aside, the 
magi thrill our imagination and 
bring wonder and excitement to 
the faith-filled search for Jesus that 
is the focus of every disciple’s 
journey through life.  The magi are 
surprising, seeing ones, guided to 
Jerusalem by their own drive to 
seek wisdom and by nature’s partial 
revelation in the star that rises in 
the east.  In that city they learn 
where they will find the child from 
the special revelation of God’s 
word and wisdom to Israel.  They 
see through the hypocritical 
protestations of Herod’s wish to go 
to pay homage himself to the 
newborn child.  Herod and his 
coterie are blind; they have access 
to the wisdom of the Scriptures, 
but they refuse to see the meaning 
of what prophets wrote.  Herod is 
frantic at the possible risk to his 
power, while the magi, aristocratic 
scholars from abroad, are almost 
naively willing to take risks and add 

to their scholarly wisdom the 
wisdom of the Hebrew Scriptures in 
their search for the royal child.  In 
the wolfish company of Herod and 
his cohorts, Matthew sees the magi 
as witnesses to the later call for all 
disciples to be “shrewd as serpents 
and simple as doves.” 
 
 The beauty of this imaginative 
narrative encourages us to what 
poetry encourages us – to keep 
listening, to silent reflection, to 
transcendence of the ordinary by 
giving it our full attention.  A star, a 
baby with its mother, human and 
holy words can lead us with the 
magi into and beyond the mystery 
of Christ in silent homage.  In our 
Christmas creches, the magi may 
seem “odd men out” in the humble 
company of Mary, Joseph, and the 
child.  But with their fine gifts and 
opulent robes the do belong there, 
for they are symbolic of every 
nation on earth that, in the words 
of the responsorial Psalm 72, we 
pray will come to adore God and 
participate in a kingdom of justice 
and peace that only God can 
establish, especially for the poor 
and needy of the earth. 
 As we gaze on the magi and 
hear their story, are we mindful of 
strangers who come to our own 
place, not in rich robes but usually 
in the poverty of contemporary 
seekers and stargazers?  What 
about the refugees and asylum 
seekers from many nations, those 
tired of hypocrisy and disillusioned 
about political power-mongering, 
the young who want a star that is 
worth following to rise in their lives, 
or, even though the journey may be 
difficult, the old and middle-aged 
who still dream of something more 
to enlighten them?  And do we not 
all, at some time, feel ourselves to 

be strangers and foreigners seeking 
to belong to a true home that will 
be the new Jerusalem?  I remember 
the phrase I once read: “Wise 
people still seek Him.” 
 
 Tomorrow, Monday, ends the 
Christmas season for us.  Monday is 
the feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord.  Since Christmas and the 
Solemnity of Mary fall on Sunday, 
the Baptism of the Lord gets moved 
to the Monday after the feast of 
Epiphany.  Next Sunday, we begin 
Ordinary Time again and continue 
our journey through faith listening 
to the Gospel of Matthew this year. 
 
 Life in the parish returns to 
normal if there is such a thing.  This 
week, both Pastoral and Finance 
Councils will have their meetings at 
their regularly scheduled times.  
We resume the school masses on 
Thursday mornings with NCCE/MS 
student community.  Yes, life 
returns to normal. 
 
 I want to express my gratitude 
to the staff and volunteers of our 
parish for their dedication and 
support, especially during the 
Advent-Christmas season.  It takes 
a great group of people to continue 
to message and outreach to those 
in need.  Also, I want to say 
“thanks” to everyone for your 
cards, goodies, and gifts during this 
season.  I truly appreciate your 
kindness and generosity.  May God 
be as 
generous to 
you in return.  
Have a 
blessed 
week. 
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Sunday 
The Epiphany of the 
Lord 
Is 60:1-6 ; Ps 72:1-2,  
7-8, 10-11, 12-13;  
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6;  
Mt 2:1-12 
 
Monday The Baptism of the Lord  
 Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38;  
 Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17 
 
Tuesday Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab & 5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:21-28 
 
Wednesday Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9;  
 Mk 1:29-39 
 
Thursday Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11; Mk 1:40-45 
 
Friday Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3 & 4bc, 6c-7, 8; Mk 2:1-12 
 
Saturday Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mk 2:13-17 
 
Sunday Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1 Cor 1:1-3;  
 Jn 1:29-34 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Larry S. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Rose K. 
David B. 
Mandy 
Larry 
Ken 
Peggy 

Ivor Alcorn II 
 

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on January 30.  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved 
one’s name no longer 
needs inclusion on the 
prayer list. 

 There is a long-standing Catholic tradition of blessing the home 
on the Feast of Epiphany.  It is a wonderful way to begin the New Year, 
with the family gathering to ask God’s blessing on their home and all 
those who visit.  It is an invitation for Jesus to be a daily guest in our 
home, and to be with us in our comings and goings, our conversations, 
our work and play, our joys and sorrows. 
 

 The most common way of doing this is to use a stick of to write above the home’s entrance, 20 + C + M + B + 23. 
The letters C, M, B have two meanings.  They are the initials of the traditional names of the three magi: Caspar, 
Melchior, and Balthazar. T hey also abbreviate the Latin words Christus mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless the 
house.”  The “+” signs represent the cross and 2023 is the year. 
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The Epiphany of  the Lord 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
 The last part of the book of Isaiah contains the words of a prophet who lives after the Jews returned from exile in 
Babylon, (which is modern-day Iraq).  They found their temple destroyed and the city leveled.  But with great faith the 
prophet envisions a wonderful future for Jerusalem. 
 
Second Reading:  Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
 The Ephesians were a community in which Jewish and Gentile converts to Christianity lived sid-by-side.  The 
author of this letter confirms that God’s saving grace is available to everyone, whatever their ethic or religious 
background. 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12 
 The reactions by the people of the birth of Jesus, “the newborn king” vary reatly.  The religious leaders, the chief 
priests and Scribes, greet the news with arrogant indifference to Jesus who comes to give new life and meaning to 
ritual and law.  King Herod reacats with anger and hostiulity to Jesus who comes to challenge the powerful and rich.  
But the three foreigners, (non-bleivers and Gentiles), welcome and honor Jesus with humility and with openness of 
mind and heart. 
 

For you reflection:  Epiphany is a story of seekers.  What opinions or images of Jesus, or cultural distractions do I need 
to look at that may hinder my seeking him? 
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”   Matthew 2:11 

 The image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus and opening their treasure chests for Him is an image that 
we should all try to follow each day.  In gratitude for all that we have been given, we are called to generously share all 
of our gifts, not just the ones we pick and choose.  God wants us to be generous with everything, but especially that 
one thing that means the most to you.  
 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 Today’s gospel tells us “all Jerusalem” was upset because “King Herod was deeply troubled.”  A similar ripple 
effect happens in families; one person’s negative attitude can affect the whole family.  If you want a peaceful and 
joyful home, it must start with you.  Be peaceful and joyful!  

Then they opened their treasures  
and offered him gifts of  

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Simon Dewey 
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In Our Parish 

 
Tuesday, January 3 
8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, January 4 
8:30 AM  Mass  
 
Thursday, January 5 
8:30 AM  Mass  
 
Friday, January 6 
8:30 AM  First Friday Mass 
 
Saturday, January 7 
4:00 PM  Mass 
 
Sunday, January 8 
10:00 AM  Mass  
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 

Parish Census Information 

 Please promptly notify the Parish Office if you have changed your phone 
number, are using cell phones, have moved and need to change your address 
or plan to move out of the parish.  A phone call will keep our records updated 
and eliminate unnecessary postage and is very much appreciated. 

 

Youth Mass  •  January 15  •  11:00 Mass 

 Join us for the Youth Mass is next Sunday, January 15 at the 11:00 Mass.  
We are looking for more of you to join us, particularly as readers, singers, and 
other musicians.  Contact Deb at the Parish Office debk@stasaginaw.org or 
use the Signup Form on the Parish Website. 

 

Hospitality Weekend  •  January 14 & 15 

 We hope to see you at the January Hospitality next weekend for a time 
of fellowship after the 4:00 pm, 8:30am, and 11:00 am Masses.  This is an 
opportunity to visit with your parish neighbors and share a friendly smile and 
visit.  
 

Christmas Flowers 

 The Christmas Flower donation listing will be published mid January.  
Thank you for the beautiful enhancement to the Church and Narthex.   
 

 Please do not water the Poinsettias.  We have a team that looks after 
and waters when needed. Thank you 
 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register 

 You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or 
register for a class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session 
and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass 
regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the month. 

 

Saginaw County Right to Life “Life Saver Drive”  •   January 21 / 22 
 Saginaw County Right to Life is hosting their 
annual Life Saver Drive here at St. Thomas Aquinas on 
the weekend of January 21 & 22.  The Life Savers 
provide financial support to the local life saving 
educational efforts of Saginaw County Right to Life.  
PLEASE give generously.  

 A reminder, if Saginaw 
Township and/or Nouvel 
Catholic Central Schools are 
delayed or closed because 
of weather, there will be no 
morning Mass. 

What Does GOD Want? 
A Practical Guide  

to making Decisions 
Fr. Michael Scanlan 

 

Join Deacon Patelski in this one-day class reviewing 
and reflecting on the book on Sunday, January 22 
following the 11:00am Mass.  Watch for more 
information.   

(Continued on page 6) 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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Around Our Parish 
 

Knights of Columbus 4232  ●   
 Sunday Morning Parish Breakfast  •  January 15 

 Breakfast fundraiser to benefit St. Dominic Parish on 
Sunday, January 15 from 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM.  
Breakfast includes scrambled eggs, sausage, hash browns, 
pancakes, coffee, juice, and milk. Adults: $9; Children 6-12: 
$5; Children 5 and under: free.  

 February Breakfast benefiting: St. Thomas Aquinas 

 

Pilgrimage to Italy    October24-November 2, 2023  

 You are invited to join Fr. Bill Rutkowski and Fr. Francis 

George on an Italian Pilgrimage in the spirit of St. Francis 

of Assisi, St. Padre Pio & St. Benedict.  This Pilgrimage is 

organized through Corporate Travel Service, Northville, 

MI.  Highlights include San Giovanni Rotondo (St. Padre 

Pio), the Amalfi Coast, Montecassino & Subiaco (St. 

Benedict), the major Basilicas and sites in Rome, with an 

optional Pre-Tour Pilgrimage to Assisi (St. Francis) 

October 22- 25, 2023. This land-only Pilgrimage starts at 

$3,349 pp/double occupancy (single occupancy +$850), 8 

nights at 4-star hotels, daily Mass, daily breakfast, 1 

lunch, 5 dinners, fees, taxes, and so much more.; (Pre-

Tour Pilgrimage +$949: Assisi extension of 2 nights at a 4-

star hotel, 2 breakfasts, 1 dinner).  Group airfare is 

optional.  An information evening is set for Wednesday, 

January 18, 6:30 p.m. in Shepherd Hall, Christ the Good 

Shepherd Parish, Saginaw, where a presentation will be 

made and questions answered.  The pilgrimage is limited 

to 50 people, on a first come/first go basis.  For a 

Pilgrimage brochure, or for more information, please 

contact Fr. Bill at (517) 881-1132 or 

brutkowski@diosag.org . 

 

A Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of Saint Paul  •  June 12-

23, 2023 

 Join Fr. Andy Booms and Fr. Jose Maria Cabrera of the 

Diocese of Saginaw on an extraordinary pilgrimage to 

Greece, Turkey & Aegean Sea.  Featuring seven nights in 

exclusive hotels throughout Greece and three nights on a 

beautiful cruise ship, to combine a land and sea in order 

to give you the best of Greece, and has been mapped to 

follow the footsteps of St. Paul.  The cost is $5990 on a 

private coach, and a professional Catholic guide.  Includes 

airfare from Detroit, breakfast and dinner each.  For 

information or to register (there are only forty two spaces 

available) please visit https://prorometours.com/greece-

june-2023/ or ProRome Tours at office@prorome.com / 

434-953-1112.  

(continued from page 5) 
 
Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

 All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room.  Bible Study & Sharing is an informal morning 
reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. 

 

 Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch •  January 14 & 15 

 Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: juice drink boxes/bags, 
packaged cookies, peanut butter, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, 
strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection 
marked ‘Brown Bag’. 
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly. 
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Parish

Stewardship

Today we remember the three wise 
men from the East who cam to pay 
homage to the infant Jesus, bringing 
him rich gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.  The gifts we bring- our 
time and service and some share of 
what we earn for the work we do -
are equally precious in His sight. 

The Parish Financial Stewardship will 
be listed in future bulletins due to 
holiday publication dates.  Thank you.

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI
© 2022 DIOCESAN

Sponsor of
the Week

Remer Plumbing, Heating & 
Air Conditioning, Inc.

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738
Commercial - Industrial - Residential

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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