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Father Rick’s  
Reflections . . . 

 We have returned to Ordinary 
Time from now until February 19. 
This year, we are listening to the 
Gospel of Matthew with a few 
digressions along the way.  In fact, 
today, we hear from the Gospel of 
John. 
 
 Our readings today could be 
seen as a hinge door.  The 
Lectionary pushes it open to allow 
us to gaze backward at the 
significant figure of John the 
Baptist, who points to the One we 
have celebrated as coming among 
us in the flesh in the Advent and 
Christmas seasons.  These same 
readings also direct our gaze 
forward to our ongoing call to be 
servants of God among the nations 
for the long haul of Ordinary Time.  
 
 What is stressed in today’s 
readings is appropriate as we move 
out of festal high points – we are 
called, in all seasons, every day, to 
live what we are by the grace of 
God: chosen and gifted people. 
 
 In the gospel we meet John 
the Baptist, who also knew his 
place in salvation history.  He sees 
Jesus coming toward him and 

points him out as “the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.”  Those listening to John, 
including those sent from the 
Pharisees, would be sensitive to the 
Hebrew biblical, cultic, and 
liturgical symbol of the lamb, which 
recalled both the messianic 
Suffering Servant tradition and the 
Passover lamb in the history of 
Israel’s deliverance.  Gathered as a 
eucharistic assembly, we affirm our 
faith in the One to whom John 
pointed, who is coming to us not on 
the Jordan’s banks but as the 
center of our liturgy – the Lamb of 
God who, by his life, death, and 
resurrection, has taken away the 
sin of the world.  The gospel refers 
to “sin” to the collective 
brokenness and sinfulness of the 
world, not to individual sins, and to 
the collective social and structural 
evil that will be arrayed against 
Jesus by his enemies.  As human 
beings we have solidarity in this sin. 
 
 The evangelist introduces us to 
John the Baptist in his prologue 
(John 1:6-9) because the vision of 
the prologue is what we hear John 
is sent to proclaim – Jesus as the 
preexistent Word, the Spirit-filled 
one, the Son of God.  Today’s 
reading suggests that John 
recognized Jesus when he came to 
John for baptism. unreported in this 
gospel.  At Jesus’ baptism, explains 
the Baptist, the Holy Spirit 
descended on him and still remains 
with him. John the Baptist’s mission 
was always to point to Jesus, never 
to himself.  The last words that the 
Baptist speaks later in the Fourth 
Gospel sum up his calling – “He 
must increase; I must 
decrease.” (John 3:30)  Our 
discipleship, too, without 
possessiveness, without blocking 

the view of Jesus, must point to the 
One who is “coming toward” them. 
We all need the humility of John 
the Baptist that recognizes that 
when we are acting prophetically, it 
is not our cause, our actions, our 
self-image, but God’s about which 
we are witnessing. 
 
 We have returned to the daily 
routine of parish life. Last week, we 
had our Finance and Pastoral 
Councils meetings.  This week, we 
have our Worship Commission 
meeting on Wednesday @ 6:30 pm. 
The Church has been undecorated 
from Christmas as we move toward 
Lent in February.  Now, we wander 
through the throes of winter and 
no sun (and no snow?).  I read 
something last week that Grand 
Rapids, MI had 5 minutes of 
sunshine the first full week of 
January.  No wonder everyone is 
tired, cranky, and in the doldrums. 
May we truly be light that scatters 
the darkness in the lives of those 
around us.  Have a blessed week.  
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January 15, 2023 • Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Scripture Readings for the Week of January 15, 2023

Sunday Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; 
Jn 1:29-34

Monday Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Anthony, Abbott
Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 & 10c; Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110: 1, 2, 3, 4; Mk 3:1-6

Thursday Heb 7:25‑ ‑ 8:6; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17; Mk 3:7-12

Friday Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8 & 10, 11-12, 13-14; Mk 3:13-19

Saturday Memorial of Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr
Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 3:20-21

Sunday Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 8:23-9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17: 
Mt 4:12-23

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation.

Prayers

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially:

Lois B. 
Linda Smith
Tessa Mary
Olivia Monsour
Larry S.
Al V.
Betty
Monica
Larry S.
Rose K.
David B.
Mandy
Larry
Ken
Peggy
Ivor Alcorn II

Tom K.
Charlie
Michael
Robert V.
Marley

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities.

We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on January 30.  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved 
one’s name no longer 
needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.

Ronald Warezak

Mary Louise Ivers

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
Ronald and Mary Louise whom you 
have called to be with you.  May 
the calming peace of your love be 
with their families.  Eternal rest 
grant unto them, O Lord, and may 
the perpetual light shine upon 
them.  Amen.
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 

 The book of Isaiah in four different places speaks of a mysterious servant of God.  This book is sent to do great 
and marvelous things that touch the entire world.  Christians have traditionally thought of Jesus as the fulfillment of 
these passages. 

 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

 Today and for the next four Sundays our second reading will be taken from the first letter of Paul to the 
Corinthians.  The reading is another example of the salutation used on classical letter writing: Paul identifies himself, 
acknowledges the community to whom he is writing, and extends warm personal greetings. 

 
Gospel Reading: John 1:29-42 

 By our Baptism, we were publicly called by name, consecrated (set apart) and christened into 
the life of Christ and the church.  At Jesus’ baptism, he too was named, e.g. “the Lamb of God”, “God’s chosen One”, 
and “Son of God”.  John the Baptizer was the voice who prepared a sinful world to welcome Jesus.  As we remember 
Jesus’ baptism, we remember our own, and that the same Spirit that lived in Jesus lives in us, calling us, consecrating 
us, and christening (Christing) us to be light for others. 

 
For Your Reflection: John the Baptist announced Jesus to his world.  How can I make Jesus knowable and visible to 
others through my own words and actions? 
 
Stewardship Reflections 

 “Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb...”Isaiah 49:5 

 God have given each of us different gifts. In order for God’s plan to work, you have to do what God is calling you 
to do and I have to do what God is calling me to do.  And guess what?  God has given each of us a different plan!  So, 
stop comparing yourself to others.  Don’t let envy and jealousy enter your life.  Be thankful for the gifts God has given 
you and become the saint that God is calling you to be. 
 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 Can you say, “I have testified Jesus is the Son of God?”  If you aren’t 
talking about Jesus in your family, you aren’t testifying.  If you are not 
walking your talk, your children will see your words as meaningless.  

Individual Rite of Penance “Confessions” 
2nd & 4th Saturday of the month  

9:00-10:00am 
 

January 28 
February 11 & 25 
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In Our Parish 

 
Tuesday, January 17 
8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, January 18 
8:30 AM  Mass  
6:30 PM  Worship Committee 
 
Thursday, January 19 
8:30 AM  Mass w/ NCCE-MS   
     Community 
 
Saturday, January 21 
4:00 PM  Mass 
 
Sunday, January 22 
830AM  Mass  
11:00 AM  Mass 
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  Inquire/Register 

 You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or 
register for a class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation 
session and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners 
attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the 
month. 

 

Liturgy of the Word for Children  

 Liturgy of the Word for Children is a program in which the Sunday 
scripture readings are proclaimed and explained on a level appropriate to 
children in grades pre-K (4 yo) – 4th at the 11:00 AM Sunday Mass now 
through May.  Any child in this age group may participate – no 
registration is necessary.  More information about this ministry is in the 
narthex next to the Children's Bulletins. 

 

Kids Bulletins 

 Bulletins are available in the narthex.  Pick one up to share the Gospel 
with your children.  The word, puzzles and games each week for ages 3-6 
and 7-12. 

 

Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

 All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office 
Meeting Room.  Bible Study & Sharing is an informal morning reviewing 
the scriptures for Sunday. 

 

Food Program Outreach  •  East Side Soup Kitchen •  January 21 & 22 

 The food collection for next weekend will be for the EAST SIDE SOUP 
KITCHEN.  Thank you for your continuing support.  ESSK is in always need 
of the following items:  #10 cans of Corn, Green Beans, Carrots, and Peas, 
Peaches, Pears, and Fruit Cocktail; Applesauce, Pork & Beans; Juice/Kool-
Aid Pouches, Small Bottled Water, Yams/Sweet Potatoes, Pudding & Fruit 
Cups any kind of Packaged Cookies and Cooking Spray.  Monetary 
donations can be sent directly to 940 E. Genesee, Saginaw, MI 48607, 
checks payable East Side Soup Kitchen. 

 

Saginaw County Right to Life “Life Saver Drive”  •   January 21 / 22 

 Saginaw County Right to Life is hosting their 
annual Life Saver Drive here at St. Thomas Aquinas on 
the weekend of January 21 & 22.  The Life Savers 
provide financial support to the local life saving 
educational efforts of Saginaw County Right to Life.  
PLEASE give generously.  

If Saginaw Township and/or Nouvel 
Catholic Central Schools are delayed 
or closed because of weather, there 
will be no morning Mass. 

Looking Ahead 
 
There will be no daily 8:30am Mass 
on  
 Tuesday, January 24 
 Wednesday, January 25 
 Thursday, January 26 
Fr. Rick will be attending the Priest 
Retreat out of town.   
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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Around Our Parish 
 

Diocese of Saginaw Ecumenical March for Life Event 

Friday, January 20, 2023 

Join Bishop Gruss and area 
Pastors for a rally at the 
Cathedral of Mary of the 
Assumption beginning at 
9:00 a.m., followed by a 
March at 10:00 a.m. to 
Holy Family Parish on S. 

Washington (across from Hoyt Park), where we will 
conclude with a 30 minute Ecumenical  Prayer Service that 
begins at 11:00 a.m.  The theme for this event is “Changing 
Hearts & Saving Lives” with the focus of spreading 
awareness and education of the many options available for 
women to choose life for their child. 

For more information, contact Lori Becker at 
989.797.6652 or lbecker@diosag.org 

 

New year, new name! And new website, too! 

Watch for the next edition of our diocesan magazine 
with a new name!  FAITH Saginaw is now Great Lakes 
Bay Catholic magazine, with the same inspiring stories 
of Christian witness, education and catechesis, lifestyle 
and advice, as well as news and events in every issue.  
Now, the publication is also 
available online at greatlakesbaycatholic.com.  Visit 
the site to find current and archived content, as well as 
news and stories from the Diocese of Saginaw that you 
can enjoy and share with family, friends and 
neighbors.  Ever wish you could text or email an article 
to a loved one who might be interested or encouraged 
by its message?  Now you can!  Great Lakes Bay 
Catholic in print and online will help you evangelize 
and grow as a “digital disciple” of Jesus Christ!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Service Remembering the millions of babies 
lost to abortion 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 at 4:00 pm, St. John Vianney 
Church, 6400 McCarty Rd. 

Sponsored by Saginaw County Right to Life.  Help us 
support H.I.S. Restorations Ministries Maternity Home by 
donating blankets (twin), new pillows, KEURIG pods of 
coffee, tea, hot chocolate, batteries (any size), light bulbs 
(LED), office supplies, cleaning supplies, toiletries and 
bottled water. 

 

Marriage Preparation Workshop: The Diocesan Marriage 
Preparation In-Person  •  April 15, 2023 

Workshop offers formation for engaged couples preparing 
to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage.  Among the topics 
presented are Marriage as a Sacrament, Marital Intimacy, 
Natural Family Planning,  Communication, Conflict 
Resolution, and Family of Origin.  The workshop features 
presentations by trained marriage facilitators, practical 
couple exercises, private couple discussion and prayer.  
The workshop will be held at the Center for Ministry 
located at 5802 Weiss St, Saginaw, on April 15, from 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm  The cost for this event is $90 per 
couple.  Lunch and beverages will be provided. 
Contact Beth Bauer for more information at 
bbauer@diosag.org or call 989.797.6655.  To register, click 
on the following link: https://
dioceseofsaginawweb.myshelby.org/default.aspx?
page=3347, or contact Maria Coss at mcoss@diosag.org. 
 

 

Knights of Columbus 4232  ●   
 Sunday Morning Parish Breakfast  •  February 19 

 Breakfast fundraiser to benefit St. Thomas Aquinas on 
Sunday, February 19 from 9:00am until 12:00pm.  
Breakfast includes scrambled eggs, sausage, hash browns, 
pancakes, coffee, juice, and milk. Adults: $9; Children 6-12: 
$5; Children 5 and under: free.  
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ...........9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Skorupski Funeral Home

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

Today’s responsorial Psalm is the 
theme song of the good steward: 
“Here am I Lord; I come to do your 
will.”  May I, too, stand ready to offer 
myself and my gifts in the service of 
God. 

January 8, 2023
Envelopes ......................... $11,170.00
Loose ..................................... $750.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $1,228.00
Brown Bag ............................... $30.00
Children’s ................................ $56.26
Total ................................. $13,234.26

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI
© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580322
https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses


 

What Does GOD Want? 

A Practical Guide  

to making Decisions 
 

Fr. Michael Scanlan 

 

Join 

Deacon Gary Patelski  

reviewing and reflecting on the book 

in this One-Day Session 

Sunday, January 22  

12:15pm 
(following 11:00 Mass) 

 
It will be helpful if you can read  
this small book before the class.   

A limited number of books available for  
$10 in the Parish Office.   

Also available on Amazon. 

gapatelski@aol.com 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me 
before the class.   

Deacon Gary 

mailto:gapatelski@aol.com
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738
Commercial - Industrial - Residential

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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