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Father Rick’s  
Reflections . . . 

 We return to our reading 
through the Gospel of Matthew for 
Cycle A.  Today, as he quotes from 
Isaiah, Matthew proclaims the public 
appearance of Jesus and his call to 
repentance.  This repentance is a 
radical conversion of heart and life 
for the sake of the kingdom.  
 
 Jesus begins to call those who 
are willing to allow him to rule over 
their hearts and so spread the 
reigning presence of God and “make 
disciples of all nations.”  His first call 
is to four fishermen at the Sea of 
Galilee – a place of a thriving fishing 
industry and located on international 
trade routes at a sufficient distance 
from Jerusalem.  Significantly, Jesus’ 
first call is to people who have 
something to leave behind, not to 
poor men who might jump at the 
chance of following Jesus to better 
themselves.  He sees the brothers, 
Peter and Andrew, casting their nets 
into the lake, not indulging in a more 
leisurely hook-and-line type of 
fishing.  Casting nets is a labor-
intensive job, demanding strength, 
long hours, unpredictable results, 
knowledge of what fish to keep and 
what to toll back and persistent 
dedication.  To such men comes 
Jesus’ invitation to follow him and 
use all the skills in a different kind of 
fishing – fishing for people.  We are 
not told if there had been any 
previous contact between Jesus and 

these fishermen, not is their 
obedient response elaborated.  What 
Matthew wants to stress is the 
initiative and the personal impact of 
Jesus, and Peter’s and Andrews’s 
readiness to follow him immediately. 
 
 Jesus then moves on to call two 
other brothers, James and John.  In 
this first call of two pairs of brothers, 
there is a hint of “brotherliness” (and 
“sisterliness”) in the following of 
Jesus that will be not only of blood 
ties, but also of the Spirit.  James and 
John are intent on other skills that 
are necessary for fishing – mending 
nets that, along with their boats, 
need to be kept in good repair.  Jesus 
calls, these two also respond to him. 
None of these first disciples can stay 
put.  Peter and Andrew leave what 
appears to be their own established 
business; James and John disrupt 
accepted social conventions by 
leaving their father’s business and 
family ties.  Their apprenticeship 
begins with hear Jesus teach in the 
synagogues throughout galilee and 
proclaim the good news of the 
kingdom. Jesus, Messiah of the word 
and deed, he also heals the sick. 
These are all ministries in which the 
community of disciples will also be 
involved, in Jesus’ name. 
 
 No matter our own lifestyle or 
social situation, as disciples of Jesus 
we are call called at various times to 
leave something behind so that we 
can follow him.  We, too, cannot stay 
put in an immature understanding of 
Jesus, cannot remain in enterprises 
that contradict our baptismal calling, 
or accept social structures that are 
contrary to the gospel ethic of love 
and respect for human dignity.  Each 
of us has to name for ourselves, in 
our own time and place, how we 
radically turn our hearts to following 
Jesus. 
 

 This week, I ask for your prayers 
for the priests of our diocese who are 
going to be on retreat.  This is the 
first time that our retreat will be 
outside the diocese and the first time 
that, like our Assembly of Priests, all 
active priests are to attend.  We will 
be gathering at Colombiere Center, a 
Jesuit conference center near 
Clarkston starting Sunday night and 
continuing through Thursday lunch. 
Our retreat is going to be led by Acts 
XXIX, a group based in the 
Archdiocese of Detroit, that works 
with dioceses throughout the 
country.  Their ministry is to help 
priests and their bishop in ministry. 
Their approach focuses “on healing, 
reviving, and equipping clergy in 
order to live more authentically 
human lives, and to more fruitfully 
evangelize, pastor and lead in this era 
for which few were trained.”  (Quote 
from their website, actsxxix.org)  
With us gone on retreat, there will be 
no daily masses next week.  I would 
ask that you keep us in prayer as we 
will keep you in prayer as well.  In 
case of emergencies, please call the 
parish office.  They will be able to 
assist you. 
 
 
 This past week, we had an 
accident in the Church with our 
baptismal font overflowing and 
flooding part of the main body of the 
Church as well as the lower level.  We 
called in professional people to clean 
up the mess created and needed to 
let the church dry out for a couple of 
days.  Hopefully by now, the church is 
dry and we can return to our regular 
ministries.  I do apologize for needing 
to cancel daily masses last week. 
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January 22, 2023 •  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Scripture Readings for the Week of January 22, 2023 

 
Sunday Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 8:23-9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17:  
 Mt 4:12-23 
 
Monday Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of  
 Unborn Children 
 Heb 9:15, 24-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6;  
 Mk 3:22-30 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales,  
 Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
 Heb 10:1-10; Ps 40:2 & 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11; Mk 3:31-35 
 
Wednesday Feast of the Conversion of Paul the Apostle 
 Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2;  
 Mk 16:15-18 
 
Thursday Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus, bishops 
 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10;  
 Mk 4:21-25 
 
Friday Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40;  
 Mk 4:26-34 
 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas,  
 Priest and Doctor of the Church 
 Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75;  
 Mk 4:35-41 
 
Sunday Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; 1 Cor 1:26-31; 
 Mt 5:1-12a 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Lois B.  
Linda Smith 
Tessa Mary 
Olivia Monsour 
Larry S. 
Al V. 
Betty 
Monica 
Larry S. 
Rose K. 
David B. 
Mandy 
Larry 
Ken 
Peggy 
Ivor Alcorn II 

Tom K. 
Charlie 
Michael 
Robert V. 
Marley 
 

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on January 30.  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved 
one’s name no longer 
needs inclusion on the 
prayer list. 
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

 Zebulan and Naphtali were two Jewish tribes who had settled in the northern area of the Holy Land, west of 
the Jordan River.  Eight centuries before Christ, this area experienced bitter defeat at the hands of Assyria.  The 
prophet Isaiah offers these northern people hope by looking ahead to a day when they would be especially blessed.  
This area was later known as Galilee, and Christians have seen Jesus as fulfilling this prophecy. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 

 Every year, as the Sundays of the Ordinary Time begin, we read from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  We do 
this because, in this letter, Paul deals with issues the Church faces in every age.  Some five years after Paul founded 
his community and moved on, he heard of polarizations in the Corinthian Church.  We will hear him speak bluntly to 
them about these divisions. 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-23 

 This passage focuses on a call that is central to the Christian life; the call to discipleship.  The invitation to the 
first disciples is coupled with Jesus’ command: “Reform your lives.”  Without reform or change, this daily conversion, 
or discipleship is not possible.  To follow Jesus requires a commitment to him in all we are, all we say, all we decide, 
all we choose to do or not to do.  What Jesus needs is ordinary folk who will give him themselves.  He can do much 
with people like that.  
 
For Your Reflection: People who fall in love sometimes disregard what seems calculated and logical.  How can 
disciples of Jesus become like this? 
 
Stewardship Reflections 

 “He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed Him.”   Matthew 4:22 
 Just as Jesus called the first apostles, He calls each of us to follow Him, too.  Not everyone is called to leave their 
business or family behind, but we are expected to put God first in everything.  In gratitude to God, we should give our 
first and best of everything to Him: our time in daily prayer, our talent in participating in one of our parish ministries 
and our treasure to support the financial needs of our parish mission. 
 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 When Jesus called his disciples, they came “immediately.”  Parents wish their children would respond as quickly, 
but they don’t.  Children grow slowly into responsibility.  It is a process like walking, not done “immediately”, but in 
small steps.  Parenting demands patient encouragement.  

Individual Rite of Penance “Confessions” 
2nd & 4th Saturday of the month  

9:00-10:00am 
 

January 28 
February 11 & 25 
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In Our Parish 

 
NO DAILY 8:30AM MASS  

Tuesday, January 24 
Wednesday, January 25 

Thursday, January 26 
 
Saturday, January 28 
4:00 PM  Mass 
 
Sunday, January 29 
830AM  Mass  
11:00 AM  Mass 
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 

 Statements will be mailed to our parishioners by the end of the 
month.  Call the Pat at 989-799-2460 Ext. 4  if you do not receive your 
letter or if you have any questions.   

 Remember, Christ’s Mission Appeal payments are not included on 
your parish contribution statement.  The Diocese will automatically send 
out statements to all who have given a one- time gift of $250 or more.  If 
you would like to request a Christ’s Mission Appeal statement, call Pat in 
the Parish Office.. 
 

ON-LINE GIVING AVAILABLE 

An online giving option for St. Thomas Aquinas is available for your 
convenience.   Please go on our website (www.stasaginaw.org) and click the 
On-Line Giving tab.  You have the option to specify where/how your gift is 
applied (General Operating, Brown Bag, Christmas, Easter, etc.).  Also if you 
wish, you may make your gift recurring by just clicking that option.  When 
you sign-up, you will need your bank routing number, account number or a 
credit card number.  Please call Pat  at 989-799-2460 Ext. 4 to help with the 
process, if needed.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

FOOD PROGRAM OUTREACH  •   
 BROWN BAG BUNCH •  JANUARY 28 & 29 
 Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the 
following needed items: juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, 
peanut butter, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, 
individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and 
mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in 
the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’. 
 

PARENT BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS  ●  INQUIRE/REGISTER 

 You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or 
register for a class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session 
and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass 
regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the month. 
 

PARISH CENSUS INFORMATION 

 Please promptly notify the Parish Office if you have changed your 
phone number, are using cell phones, have moved and need to change 
your address or plan to move out of the parish.  A phone call will keep 
our records updated and eliminate unnecessary postage and is very much 
appreciated. 
 

BULLETINS ON-LINE 

 Did you know you can access this bulletin online?  Visit our parish 
website at www.stasaginaw.org and click on the "Bulletin" tab!  

If Saginaw Township and/or Nouvel 
Catholic Central Schools are delayed 
or closed because of weather, there 
will be no morning Mass. 

BIBLE STUDY & SHARING  ●  
 WEDNESDAYS 10:00 AM 
 

 All are Welcome…Come as you can…
Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room.  
Bible Study & Sharing is an informal 
morning reviewing the scriptures for 
Sunday. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 

6 January 22, 2023  •  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Around Our Parish 
 
GO DEEPER WITH GOD    A SILENT RETREAT FOR 
WOMEN 

WHEN: February 3-5, 2023 
WHERE: Center for Ministry, 5802 Weiss St., 
Saginaw, MI 
COST: $185 for an individual room and $165 for a 
shared room (includes four meals and two socials) 
REGISTRATION: Visit saginaw.org/events or call 989-
797-6654 
This women’s retreat provides a wonderful opportunity 
to go deeper with God and awaken the spirit within.  
This will be a time to reflect with God in silence and 
experience many ways to open your heart 
before the Lenten season begins.  There will be time to 
journal, experience centering prayer, and participate in 
spiritual direction if you choose. 
Retreat leaders are Mary Jo Kerlin, Jean Thiele, and 
Stacey Trapani. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY WITH BISHOP GRUSS 

Come celebrate the monthly gathering, known as First 
Friday with Bishop Robert Gruss on Friday, February 3. 
Mass begins at 11:00 AM and takes place at the Cathedral 

of Mary of the Assumption. ALL ARE WELCOME to attend 
Mass without registering. Following Mass, you are invited 
to join Bishop Gruss for a meatless lunch and an informal 
presentation. The cost for lunch is $7 payable at the door. 
Online registration is available until 4:00 PM on 
Wednesday, February 1. 

 

Marriage Preparation Workshop: The Diocesan Marriage 
Preparation In-Person  •  April 15, 2023 

Workshop offers formation for engaged couples preparing 
to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage.  Among the topics 
presented are Marriage as a Sacrament, Marital Intimacy, 
Natural Family Planning,  Communication, Conflict 
Resolution, and Family of Origin.  The workshop features 
presentations by trained marriage facilitators, practical 
couple exercises, private couple discussion and prayer.  
The workshop will be held at the Center for Ministry 
located at 5802 Weiss St, Saginaw, on April 15, from 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm  The cost for this event is $90 per 
couple.  Lunch and beverages will be provided. 
Contact Beth Bauer for more information at 
bbauer@diosag.org or call 989.797.6655.  To register, click 
on the following link: https://
dioceseofsaginawweb.myshelby.org/default.aspx?
page=3347, or contact Maria Coss at mcoss@diosag.org. 

(continued from page 2) 

 
 Next Sunday, we 
begin “Catholic 
Schools Week” which 
run through February 
4.  Our diocese has 
embarked on an 
intense plan to strengthen our 
Catholic Schools and to encourage 
parents to avail themselves of this 

important ministry.  There are many 
different activities happening 
throughout the week but one I 
wanted to point out is that Nouvel 
Catholic Central Elementary & 
Middle School (NCCE/MS) is 
welcoming Bishop Gruss for their 
Thursday morning School Mass at 
8:30 am. Everyone is welcome to join 
our students for this celebration. 
 

 I am beginning to wonder is we 
are ever going to get more snow.  I 
know there are some people that are 
enjoying the mild winter, but I could 
use some “white” to make everything 
look clean again.  Have a great week 
and please keep the priests and 
bishop in prayer on our retreat this 
week.  
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ...........9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

McDonald Auto Group

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

The watchword today is 
immediately. Peter and Andrew, 
James and John all 
respond immediately to the call of 
Christ.  May I be as open as God's call 
and as ready to use my talents in His 
service as those first disciples were! 

January 15, 2023
Envelopes ......................... $17,378.00
Loose ..................................... $863.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $6,423.00
Brown Bag ............................... $45.00
Children’s ................................ $47.20
First Offering ......................... $289.00
Total ................................. $25,045.20

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI
© 2022 DIOCESAN
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738
Commercial - Industrial - Residential

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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