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Father Rick’s  
Reflections . . . 

 
 Disciples who live the 
Beatitudes that we heard last week 
are salt and light, says Jesus, in the 
continuation of the Sermon on the 
Mount.  Jesus says it directly, 
forcefully: “You are …” Good 
teacher that he is, Jesus compares 
discipleship with these two things 
that were familiar to and essential 
for his listeners. 
 
 For the people of Jesus’ day, 
salt had great importance, both 
socially and religiously.  Some of it 
uses persist today.  It was a food 
preservative and a food seasoning. 
Adding salt to food made it tastier, 
while adding it to incense 
preserved its fragrance and 
holiness.  Newborn babies were 
rubbed with salt in the belief that 
this was good for their health and 
could also have some symbolic 
religious significance of 
preservation and incorruptibility. 
Salt was applied to the skin to heal 
wounds.  It was used in covenant-
making rituals as a symbol of the 
fidelity to or “preserving” of the 
covenant.  To describe people’s 
speech as “seasoned with salt” was 
to suggest that their words were 
“tasty” – wise and graciously witty.  
Although some salt is needed for 
fertile soil, an excess is harmful, 
and so in a symbolic gesture of 
judgment, those who razed a city 

might scatter or “sow” it with salt 
to express the hope that nothing 
would grow there again. 
 
 When Jesus calls his disciples 
“the salt of the earth,” he is 
suggesting that they have a 
responsibility for savoring the 
world with God’s love, making it 
more to “God’s taste,” healing its 
wounds.  What is the contemporary 
corruption that we need to name 
and challenge so that our Christian 
“saltiness” contributes to humanity, 
society, our church, and our planet 
being preserved, healed, and 
enabled for the kingdom of God in 
Christ?  Salt is not sweet and 
sugary, and neither can our 
Christian discipleship be.  Put salt 
on a sore spot and it stings as well 
as heals. 
 
 Disciples are also light of the 
world.  Our baptismal ritual 
declares such by the presentation 
of the burning candle.  Like salt, so 
with fire – both exist not for 
themselves, but to give taste, 
warmth, or illumination to 
something beyond themselves.  Not 
the powerful Roman Empire of the 
first century or the superpower of 
any age, but life lived according to 
the Beatitudes is what will give light 
to the world.  This is to be a 
communal endeavor, as obvious as 
a well-lighted city on a hilltop. 
 
 Just as salt is used to make 
food tasty, so a lamp was lit in the 
one-roomed house of most of 
Jesus’ listeners in order to 
illuminate the whole living space. 
Disciples who are salt and light do 
not draw attention to themselves, 
but to God.  They declare that, 
through their commitment to the 
way of life to which Jesus calls his 

disciples and his sustaining grace, 
the reign of God is coming into our 
world. 
 
 “The Church is the salt of the 
earth, she is the light of the world. 
She is called to make present in 
society the leaven of the Kingdom 
of God and she does this primarily 
with her witness, the witness of 
brotherly love, of solidarity and of 
sharing with others.”  This is a 
quote from Pope Francis in a “Q & 
A Session with Members of 
Movements, Communities and 
Ecclesial Associations, May 18, 
2013.”  In 1993, the USCCB had a 
statement, “Communities of Salt 
and Light: Reflections on the Social 
Mission of Parish.”  This document 
has served as a guiding document 
for parish social ministry in the 
United States.  This website of the 
USCCB Department of Justice, 
Peace and Human Development 
uses this document as a lens 
through which to explore 
contemporary social ministry today 
and offers resources, best practices, 
and other materials to aid social 
ministry in a variety of settings.  If 
you would like more information 
about this endeavor, go to 
WeAreSaltAndLight.org for more 
information on how we are called 
to be communities of salt and light. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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February 5, 2023 • Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Scripture Readings for the Week of February 5, 2023

Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; 
Mt 5:13-16

Monday Memorial of Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs
Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 & 12, 24 & 35c; 
Mk 6:53-56

Tuesday Gn 1:20 ‑ ‑ 2:4a; Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 7:1-13

Wednesday Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30; 
Mk 7:14-23

Thursday Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mk 7:24-30

Friday Memorial of Saint Scholastica, Virgin
Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 7:31-37

Saturday Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10

Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34; 
1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation.

Prayers

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially:

Lois B. 
Larry S.
Harold G.
Tom M.
Pat M.
Al V.
Monica
David B.
Ivor Alcorn II
Tom K.
Charlie
Michael
Robert V.
Marley
Steve O.
Ron & Pat V.

Bob B.
Nancy B.

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities.

We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on February 28.  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-
2460 ext. 1 when a 
loved one’s name no 
longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list.

Individual Rite of Penance “Confessions”
2nd & 4th Saturday of the month 

9:00-10:00am

February 
11 & 25
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 58:7-10 

 The Jewish people had just returned from exile.  They were poor.  The prophet in today’s reading encourages 
them to share the little they do have with one another.  He reminds them of the religious practice that pleases God 
most of all. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

 In this reading, Paul continues to address the problem of actions in Corinth.  One group followed Apollos, an 
eloquent preacher who come there after Paul had left.  Some criticized Paul because his oratory didn’t compare to 
that of Apollos.  But Paul defends his style of preaching the Gospel as powerful in the spirit, even if it does not fit the 
philosophical form to which Greeks ere accustomed. 

 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:13-16 

 Ignatius of Antich wrote: “Just as a tree is known by the fruit it produces, so they who profess themselves to be 
Christians are known by what they do.”  The charge to be salt and light indicates that the Christian life is expressed in 
real and tangible words and actions.  Both salt and light, they themselves, have no purpose.  They exist for the good 
of the whole.  Christians are to bring forth the best in others; by their very presence, they are to defeat corruption 
and preserve the values in the Scriptures.  (Celebration. 65,67) 
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.”    Matthew 5:16 

 The generosity of being a good steward of your gifts has a positive effect on people and it is contagious!  Good 
works encourages more good works.  Generosity is a by-product of a grateful lifestyle.  The more we recognize God’s 
gifts, the more we want to share them.  Good stewards recognize that God is working through them and they don’t 
put themselves above the people they have been called to help. 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

 Today’s gospel challenges us to be a “light” to our family.  Parents shine their guiding light, not in front but 
behind them, inviting their children to follow their “good deeds.”  
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In Our Parish 

 

Tuesday, February 7 
8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, February 8 
8:30 AM  Mass  
6:30 PM  Finance Council 
7:30 PM  Pastoral Council  
 
Thursday, February 9 
8:30 AM  Mass w/ NCCE-MS   
     Community 
 
Saturday, February 11 

Hospitality Weekend 
9:00AM  
                Individual Rite of Penance 
4:00 PM  Mass 
 
Sunday, February 12 

Hospitality Weekend 
830AM  Mass  
11:00 AM  Mass 
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 
 

 We welcomed into the faith community through the waters of 
baptism Finn Isaiah Bullock, son of Mark & Anna 
(Anderson) Bullock.  May God bless him and his 
family as he becomes a Disciple of Christ. 
 

PARENT BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS  ●  
INQUIRE/REGISTER 

 You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or 
register for a class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation 
session and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners 
attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the 
month. 
 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 

 Statements were mailed to your homes.  If you have not received 
your letter or if you have any questions, call Pat  in the Parish Office at 
989-799-2460 Ext. 4. 

 Remember, Christ’s Mission Appeal payments are not included on 
your parish contribution statement.  The Diocese will automatically send 
out statements to all who have given a one- time gift of $250 or more.  If 
you would like to request a Christ’s Mission Appeal statement, call Pat in 
the Parish Office. 

 

RETURNING OF PALMS 

 You are invited to bring in your OLD PALMS to the 
gathering area and deposit them in the basket.  We will then 
burn them and use the ashes for the Ash Wednesday services. 

 

FOOD PROGRAM OUTREACH  •   
 BROWN BAG BUNCH •  FEBRUARY 11 & 12 
 Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the 
following needed items: juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, 
peanut butter, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, 
individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and 
mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in 
the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’. 

 

WINTER WEATHER POLICY 

 When there is inclement weather and 
Nouvel Catholic Central Schools and/or 
Saginaw Township Schools are CLOSED 
there will be NO morning Mass or church 
related events.  All day and evening 
church meetings will also be cancelled.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mass  
8:30 AM  

with NCCE School Community 
 

Mass 
7:00 PM 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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Around Our Parish 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS HEARTS 
 We at Saginaw County Right to Life are truly grateful 
for your participation in our recent Lifesaver Drive. 
$903.39 was collected.  Your dedication to the precious 
gift of life is very much appreciated.  Through your 
support and those of others who are committed to the 
sanctity of life, we will continue to educate and 
influence our community, and work toward the 
protection of all human life.  
 
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY  •  FEBRUARY 11 & 12 
 Join other churches and 
organizations in the area on Super 
Bowl Sunday to help tackle food 
hunger.  All donations will benefit 
the East Side Soup Kitchen.  
 
SAGINAW CATHOLIC MEN'S 
CONFERENCE 2023  •   
 SATURDAY, MARCH 25 
 Featuring Mass with Bishop Gruss at 4:00PM 
Speakers Peter Herbeck and Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers 
Saturday March 25, 2023  8:30AM - 5:00PM at Cathedral 
of Mary of the Assumption-615 Hoyt Ave, Saginaw, MI 

48607.   Early bird $25 pricing thru EventBrite.com ends 
on March 14, 2023.  Walk-up registration starts at 
8:00AM on event day.  Admission is $30 paid at the 
door, lunch included.  Priests, Deacons, Religious, & 
Under 21 -- free admission  Questions? call (989) 341-
3303.  More details at www.thecatholicmen.com. 
Premier Event Sponsor:  Jolt Credit Union 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4232  ●   

 SUNDAY MORNING PARISH BREAKFAST  •  

 FEBRUARY 19 

 Breakfast fundraiser to 

benefit ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 

on Sunday, February 19 from 

9:00am until 12:00pm.  

Breakfast includes scrambled 

eggs, sausage, hash browns, 

pancakes, coffee, juice, and milk. Adults: $9; Children 6-

12: $5; Children 5 and under: free.  

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4232  •   

 FAMILY BURGER NIGHT MONDAYS 

 Join us for Family (Burger) Night!!!  Every Monday 

from 5:00-7:00 PM.  Serving the best Hamburgers, 

Cheeseburgers, Hotdogs, and Coney Dogs with those 

delicious fries or chips.  Take outs are also available. 

(continued from page 2) 

 

 It is hard to believe that Lent 
will be starting in a couple of weeks 
– February 22.  If you have palm 
branches from last year (or older) 
and you want to dispose of them, 
there is a basket in the narthex of 
the Church where you can put 
them.  We will use them for our 
ashes on Ash Wednesday. 

 
 The shortest month of the 
year has begun.  The animal 
prognosticators – Punxsutawney 
Phil and Woody the Woodchuck – 
have made their decisions about 
winter.  No matter how we look at 
it, we still have to get through 
February and March before we can 
begin to see signs of spring.  Just a 
reminder that Finance and Pastoral 

Councils have their meetings this 
week on Wednesday.  Thanks for 
your prayers for the priests’ retreat 
last week.  It was an intense but a 
good week for us.  Please keep our 
diocese in your prayers as we move 
forward, seeking God’s will and 
direction for us.  Have a blessed 
week. 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ...........9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly. 
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Beef 'O' Brady's

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

In the first reading, Isaiah urges us in 
the name of the Lord to feed the 
hungry, shelter the homeless, and 
clothe the naked.  If we do so, he 
assures us, the Lord will hear and 
answer our cries for help in time of 
need. 

January 29, 2023
Envelopes ........................... $6,762.00
Loose ..................................... $603.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $1,883.00
Brown Bag ............................. $320.00
Children’s ................................ $44.00
Total ................................... $9,612.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI
© 2022 DIOCESAN
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https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses


PLEASE JOIN WITH OTHER CHURCHES AND 
ORGANIZATIONS AROUND THE AREA ON  

 

 
 

 
 

TO HELP THOSE LESS FORTUNATE 
 

FEBRUARY 11 & 12, 2023 

LET’S TACKLE HUNGER! TOGETHER! 

DONATE ONE DOLLAR TO FEED THOSE IN NEED. 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR EFFORTS  

TO FEED THE HUNGRY IN OUR COMMUNITY. 
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738
Commercial - Industrial - Residential

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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