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Father Rick’s  
Reflections . . . 

 In our world of today, we live 
with retaliation that seems almost 
an automatic response – from the 
playground to the floors of 
government.  When speaking about 
the Old testament response of “an 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth,”  Jesus is not trying to 
distinguish between Old Testament 
harshness and the New Testament 
love ethic.  The law of retaliation 
was formulated in both the pagan 
and Jewish world as a principle of 
proportionate retribution, and 
therefore a moral advance over 
unbridled and excessive revenge of 
“payback” in tribal societies.  What 
Jesus proclaims is again a radical 
reinterpretation of the Law, and 
with the dramatic skill of a great 
teacher he presents his audience 
with some “case studies” to make 
the point. 
 
 If someone strikes a disciple’s 
cheek, instead of retaliation, the 
disciple should offer the other 
cheek as well.  If a debtor is taken 
to court and ordered to surrender 
his tunic as collateral for the loan, 
the disciple should also give his 
cloak.  Palestinian eyebrows would 
be raised at the memorable mental 
picture of a debtor disciple standing 
publicly naked in the court, bereft 
of both his under and outer 
garments, the latter often used 
also, as a blanket at night.  The 
third example is that of a disciple’s 
response to what could be legally 

demanded by a Roman soldier – 
that a Palestinian carry the soldier’s 
heavy pack for a mile (1,000 paces). 
As one trudged past the milestone, 
not to dump the pack but to offer 
to go another mile with the 
occupying enemy would seem 
absolute foolishness.  Likewise, to 
give to anyone who wanted to 
borrow seems extreme. 
 
 But God is so generous, and a 
disciple should be so secure in this 
love that there is no need to insist 
on one’s rights.  Writing his gospel 
through the prism of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, Matthew sees 
the light of Jesus’ response to love 
broken into the colors of the 
generous, practical, and radical.  
For the sake of others, even 
enemies, Jesus went the extra mile” 
to his death, did not retaliate 
against the blows during his 
passion, and was stripped naked, 
not only clothes but of life itself. 
 
 But how to understand the 
world “[B]e perfect, just as your 
heavenly Father is perfect” in a way 
that does not seem impossibly 
unattainable?  The meaning of 
perfect here, based on the words in 
Hebrew and Greek, is “wholeness,” 
or “maturity.” God will still be God 
and we will still be human, but a 
disciple is called to act 
wholeheartedly, maturely, focused 
on God’s universal, generous, and 
impartial love for all that God has 
created.  This response is much the 
same as the earlier mention of 
“clean of heart” in the Beatitudes. 
Our love is to be a countercultural, 
kingdom response to the love of 
God.  Perhaps at times we can only 
struggle and thank God for what he 
loves in those we find it hard to 
love – as we go on struggling to do 

just that! 
 
 Wednesday, 
February 22, 
begins the season 
of Lent with Ash 
Wednesday.  We 
will have the distribution of ashes 
during our two masses – 8:30 am 
with NCCE/MS school community 
and 7:00 pm.  Also, with the 
beginning of Lent, just a reminder 
of the regulations of fast and 
abstinence.  Fast pertains to 
anyone over 18 and has not yet 
reached 60 to not eat between 
meals and the two smaller meals 
are not to be equal to the larger 
meal that day.  The two days of fast 
are Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday. Abstinence pertains to 
anyone over the age of 14 (there is 
no upper number) to not eat meat 
on Ash Wednesday and the Fridays 
of Lent.  We will also have Stations 
of the Cross on Fridays at 7:00 pm 
in the Church.  You should have or 
will receive a mailing from the 
parish with all this information in it. 
 
 Effective Ash Wednesday, 
February 22, 2023, the Church has 
promulgated an update to the Rite 
of Penance.  We can opt to using 
the new rite then but we must be 
using the updated rite and prayers 
by April 16, 2023.  Next week, we 
will have some more information in 
the bulletin on the changes which 
we will begin using March 1. 
Mostly, the changes are the 
translation of the words used in the 
celebration of the sacrament. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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February 19, 2023 •  Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Scripture Readings for the Week of February 19, 2023 

 
Sunday Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13;  
 1 Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48 
 
Monday Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29 
 
Tuesday Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mk 9:30-37 
 
Wednesday Ash Wednesday 
 Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 & 17;  
 2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
 
Thursday Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 9:22-25 
 
Friday Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 
 
Saturday Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 5:27-32 
 
Sunday First Sunday of Lent 
 Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17;  
 Rom 5:12-19 or Rom 5:12, 17-19; Mt 4:1-11 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Lois B.  
Larry S. 
Harold G. 
Al V. 
Monica 
David B. 
Ivor Alcorn II 
Tom K. 
Charlie 
Michael 
Robert V. 
Marley 
Steve O. 
Ron & Pat V. 
Bob B. 
Nancy B. 
 

Ren 
Charlie W. 
 

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on February 28.  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-
2460 ext. 1 when a 
loved one’s name no 
longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 

Mass  
8:30 AM  

with NCCE School Community 
 

Mass 
7:00 PM 
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

FIRST READING: LEVITICUS 19:12, 17-18

We are reading today from the third book of the bible, Leviticus, which is a collection of Jewish laws.  Today’s 
passage discusses how to treat your neighbor.  For Old Testaments people, a neighbor was a fellow Israelite. (When 
we listen to today’s Gospel, we will hear Jesus take this a step further.)

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 3:16-23

In this reading, Paul continues to address the problem in Corinth.  One group followed Apollos, an eloquent 
preacher who came after Paul had left.  Another group was loyal to Kephas (which is the Aramaic name for Peter).  
Paul uses an unusual image to explain why such factions don’t belong in a Christian community.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…”  Matthew 5:44

Love your enemies, easier said than done, no doubt.  But, remember, the foundation of stewardship is prayer.  
When we are in close communication with God, it opens our heart and it turns our attention away from “me” and 
moves it towards God and others.  It allows us to have a little more empathy for “our enemy”.  When we pray for 
others, even “our enemies”, maybe it softens their hearts as well.

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE BY BUD OZAR

Giving the shirt off your back, turning the other cheek or walking / driving the extra mile is normal stuff in 
families.  We do that for one another.  Today’s gospel reminds us all people, even those we don’t like, are our 
brothers and sisters.  Our family should prepare us to be FAMILY to others. 

FAST AND ABSTINENCE: All Lenten Fridays are days 
to abstain (14 or older) from meat.  Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday are days of fast (18-59) and 
abstinence from meat (14 or older).

LITTLE BLACK BOOK are available in the gathering 
area of the church.  Remember to take one home to 
follow along with the 6 minute daily Lenten 
meditations. 

LENT IS COMING!  Join our faith community—and 
nearly 13,000 Catholic communities across the 
United States— in a transformative Lenten journey 
with CRS Rice Bowl.  Pick up your family’s CRS Rice 
Bowl from the basket in the narthex.   During the 
40 days of Lent, we will reflect on the impact of 
global hunger and climate change on vulnerable 
communities around the word, and we will pray, 
fast and give alms to help our sisters and brothers 
in need.  Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 
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In Our Parish 

 

Tuesday, February 21 
8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, February 22 

Ash Wednesday 
8:30 AM  Mass  w/ NCCE-MS   
   Community 
7:00 PM  Mass 
 
Thursday, February 23 
8:30 AM  Mass  
 
Saturday, February 25 
4:00 PM  Mass w/ RCIA Rite of 
 Sending 
 
Sunday, February 26 
830AM  Mass  
11:00 AM  Mass 
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 
ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS  

 May God continue to bless Richard & Nancy Riffel as they 
celebrate 40 years of faith filled marriage.  Richard and Nancy were 
married February 12 1983 here at St. Thomas.  May they have a blessed 
year and many more. 
 
BIRTHDAY BLESSING 
 

 The parish celebrated with Betty VanOchten on her 90th birthday 
last Sunday.  May the LORD bless you, and may your year full of many 
blessings.  Happy Birthday  
 
PARENT BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS  ●  INQUIRE/REGISTER 
 

 You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or 
register for a class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation 
session and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners 
attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the 
month. 
 
BIBLE STUDY & SHARING  ●  WEDNESDAYS 10:00 AM 
 

 All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office 
Meeting Room for an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for 
Sunday. 
 
FOOD PROGRAM OUTREACH  •  BROWN BAG BUNCH •  FEBRUARY 25 & 26 

 Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the 
following needed items: juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, 
peanut butter, lunchmeat, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, 
snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and 
grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise. 

Jesus the Jew – A Lenten Presentation 
 

 Join us this Lent on Wednesday 
evenings during Lent as Deacon Gary 
Patelski and Arlene share their 
presentations on Jesus the Jew.   

 The presentations are laced with Jewish 
artifacts that Jesus would have 
experienced, including a reenactment of a seder meal.   

 COME discover, how this infant, born in Bethlehem, who was a Jew, 
became the most influential person of all times. 

Wednesdays   March 1,8,15,22 & 29 
6:30 PM 

FREE 
RSVP: 989-799-2460 x1  

(to prepare materials) 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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Around Our Parish 
 

SAGINAW DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 
LENTEN SILENT RETREAT  •  MARCH 18 

 The Saginaw Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will 
offer a Lenten Silent Retreat for all women of the Diocese 
at the Center for Ministry in Saginaw on Saturday, March 
18.  The retreat starts at 9:00am(registration begins at 
8:30) and will end at approximately 4:00 pm.  This year’s 
retreat leader will be Fr. Andy LaFramboise, whose 
presentation title will be "Then Their Eyes Were Opened: 
Kindling Eucharistic Faith.”  Mass, adoration, and Stations 
of the Cross will be included.  The cost for the retreat is $27 
(in advance /incl. morning snack & lunch).  RSVP to Rita 
Maher (989-635-7072) before March 13. 

 
SAGINAW CATHOLIC MEN'S CONFERENCE 2023  •   
 SATURDAY, MARCH 25 
 Featuring Mass with Bishop Gruss at 4:00PM 
Speakers Peter Herbeck and Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers 
Saturday March 25, 2023  8:30AM - 5:00PM at Cathedral of 
Mary of the Assumption-615 Hoyt Ave, Saginaw, MI 48607.   
Early bird $25 pricing thru EventBrite.com ends on March 
14, 2023.  Walk-up registration starts at 8:00AM on event 
day.  Admission is $30 paid at the door, lunch included.  
Priests, Deacons, Religious, & Under 21 -- free admission  
Questions? call (989) 341-3303.  More details at 
www.thecatholicmen.com. 
Premier Event Sponsor:  Jolt Credit Union 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4232  •   

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 

 Knights of Columbus Council 4232 is accepting 
Scholarship Applications. 

The Following students are Eligible: 
~ 2023 High School Graduate 
~ Student or Parent must be Active and Registered with 

one of the following Parishes:  St John Vianney; Christ 
the Good Shepherd; St Thomas Aquinas, St Dominic 
and St John Paul II Parish (parent does not need to be a 
Knight) 

~ Child of K of C Council 4232 member who belongs to 
another Parish  
~ Student must be accepted by an Accredited College or 
University 
~ Must be a full time College Student (12 or more credit 
hours) 
~ Applications can be found online at: kofc4232.org 
~ Completed Applications are due: April 5, 2023, to 

either your parish office or mailed to: Knights of 
Columbus Scholarship 4840 Shattuck 

 Saginaw, Mi 48603 
 
HIRING 
 

  LifeClinic Community Resources is hiring a 
Registered Nurse position and Medical Receptionists 
for locations in Saginaw and Bay City.  This is a part-
time - one day per week position.  More information 
can be found on the kiosk. 

(continued from page 2) 
 

 I call your attention to Deacon 
Gary’s class on Jesus the Jew 
starting Wednesday, March 1 and 
continuing the following five 
Wednesdays of Lent.  He will have 
that class in the Church. 

 
 I’m not sure if we are in spring 
or winter with the crazy weather, 
we have had this past week.  Also, I 
have been watching my barometer 
as it goes up and down daily. 
Contrary to what anyone may say, 
Spring doesn’t arrive until March 

20.  Now, will we have snow or rain 
or a combination of both over the 
next few weeks.  Time will tell. 
Have a blessed week.  Happy Lent! 
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5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rbokinskie@diosag.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ...........9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Gary’s Auto Body

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

In today’s first reading, the Israelites 
are urged to love their neighbors as 
themselves.  In the Gospel, Jesus 
spells out how we are to do that is to 
give generously to those who ask of 
us and not to turn our backs on those 
who seek to borrow. 

February 12, 2023
Envelopes ......................... $14,708.00
Loose ..................................... $643.00
Electronic (ACH) .................... $678.00
Brown Bag ............................. $150.00
Children’s ................................ $27.06
Souper Bowl Sunday .......... $1,661.60
Total ................................. $17,867.66

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI
© 2022 DIOCESAN
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https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738
Commercial - Industrial - Residential

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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