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Fifth Sunday of   
Lent 

This illness is not  
to end in death,  

but is for the glory of God, t 
hat the Son of God may  
be glorified through it. 

 
John 11:14 
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Father Rick’s  
Reflections . . . 
 

 Today, we have a remarkable 
gospel story that proclaims that no 
one is so far gone into death that 
Jesus cannot call them back to life, 
for he is the resurrection and the 
life, which is more than just 
physical life, in the present as well 
as on the other side of death. 
Martha and Mary are models for 
our journey – never a direct, 
straight-line event – to profound 
faith. Martha takes the initiative in 
welcoming Jesus and professes a 
typical Jewish faith (held by the 
Pharisee party) in the resurrection 
“on the last day,” the day of 
judgment and resurrection at the 
end of time.  But in John’s Gospel, it 
is important that faith is not just 
focused on a distant event but is a 
death-defying affirmation of the 
“now” reality of God’s presence 
and power in Jesus.  That reality 
calls us to come forth trustingly into 
life from the narrow confines of our 
daily anxieties, from the fears of 
our mortality, and from what 
seems to wither and die in us from 
day to day.  So to Martha, Jesus 
proclaims, “I am the resurrection 
and the life,” and Martha professes 
her faith in him as the Messiah, the 
Son of God.  Mary and the other 
mourners arrive at the scene and 
Mary, like her sister, makes straight 
for Jesus.  Then, together, they 

move toward the tomb of Lazarus. 
There Jesus weeps – not only tears 
of friendship for his friend, but also 
tears of anger at the last enemy, 
death, which he has been sent to 
destroy. 
 
 We can sure feel sympathy for 
Martha who, having just professed 
her faith in Jesus, now protests at 
his command to take away the 
stone because of her expectation of 
the stench of four-day death.  As it 
does for Peter and for ourselves, 
faith can waver when what seems 
to be “reality” intrudes with its 
apparent unpleasant consequences 
for our lives. Jesus’ prayer to his 
Father and his loud cry – “Lazarus, 
come out!” – tear open both 
heaven and earth to witness to the 
truth that, for the glory of God, 
Jesus will bring us out of death. 
Lazarus emerges, his face and body 
still wrapped in his burial cloths, 
and Jesus commands the watchers, 
“Untie him and let him go.”  Soon 
Jesus himself will be a tomb-
dweller for three days, but he will 
leave the burial cloths in the tomb, 
will come forth unaided and 
unveiled by human help as the 
risen and sent One who goes into 
the presence of his Father. 
 
 Although called forth to life by 
Jesus in our baptism, we, like 
Lazarus, need others to help us go 
free, and during Lent this command 
to untie, or unbind, one another 
has a special urgency.  The last 
scrutiny is celebrated today, and 
with the elect, the parish 
community prays for both their 
unbinding from sin as they are 
called to the new life of baptism in 
two weeks’ time, and for ourselves, 
the already baptized, who are still 
bound in our sinfulness.  For all of 

us, Jesus is our hope of coming 
forth into the new life of his Easter 
mysteries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 We have the last of our 
Communal Penance Services in our 
area this week.  First, we have 
Sunday afternoon (March 26) at 
2:30 pm at St Helen Church. 
Second, we will gather on Thursday, 
March 30, at 7:00 pm at St Stephen 
Church.  If you still wish to 
celebrate this sacrament, please 
contact the parish office to set up 
an appointment. 
 
 It is hard to believe that next 
Sunday begins Holy Week.  We 
begin the week with Passion 
Sunday and the procession of palms 
in the Church.  As a diocese, we will 
gather on Tuesday of Holy Week for 
the Chrism Mass where the priests 
of the diocese will renew their 
commitment to the diocese and 
bishop and the bishop will bless the 
oils we use throughout the year for 
the sacraments.  Then Lent ends 
and we begin the celebration of 
“Triduum,” the Three Days of Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy 
Saturday, and Easter Sunday.  There 
will be more in next week’s bulletin, 
but please mark your calendars for 
the celebrations of Triduum: 
Holy Thursday @ 7:00 pm with 
adoration until 10:00 pm 
concluding with Night Prayer 
Good Friday @ 1:00 pm 
Holy Saturday @ 8:30 pm with the 
blessing of the Easter Fire and 
Water along with welcoming our 
candidates into the Church.   
Easter Sunday @ 8:30 am and 11:00 
am. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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March 26, 2023 •  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Scripture Readings for the Week of March 26, 2023 
 

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; Rom 8:8-11;  
 Jn 11:1-45 
 
Monday Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62;  
 Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn 8:1-11 
 
Tuesday Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18. 19-21; Jn 8:21-30 
 
Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56;  
 Jn 8:31-42 
 
Thursday Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59 
 
Friday Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:31-42 
 
Saturday Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10; 11-12abcd, 13; Jn 11:45-56 
 
Sunday Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
 Procession: Mt 21:1-11  
 At Mass: Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14-27:66 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Lois B.  
Larry S. 
Harold G. 
Al V. 
Monica 
David B. 
Ivor Alcorn II 
Tom K. 
Michael 
Marley 
Steve O. 
Bob B. 
Nancy B. 
Ren 
Charlie W. 

Kerry B. 
Walter Z. 
 

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on April 28.  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved 
one’s name no longer 
needs inclusion on the 
prayer list. 

Why don’t we sing the Gloria or say Alleluia during Lent? 
 The Gloria is a joyful hymn of praise thanking God and recognizing Jesus as the Lamb of God.  The Alleluia is another 
exclamation of praise.  While we literally know Jesus has risen and set us free, during Lent, we focus expectant anticipation 
of these events to come. 
 Lent is a time to revisit Old Testament events leading to Christ’s mission and the salvation of humanity.  It’s a time of 
facing the human struggles impeding our own resurrection.  Refraining from joyous hymns of exultation maintains Lent’s 
penitential mood. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fifth Sunday of  Lent 
 

FIRST READING: EZEKIEL 37:12-14 

 The prophet Ezekiel spoke to God’s people during their exile in Babylon, 580 years before Christ.  In today’s 
passage, the prophet (using the image of death and resurrection) assures the people that God will one day bring them 
back to their homeland. 

 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:8-11 

 Paul’s letter to the Romans is his most detailed and important theological work.  Throughout the letter, he 
teaches that Jesus overcame sin and the ultimate effect of sin, death.  In today’s passage, Paul stresses that through 
the Spirit, this saving of Jesus is present and active in Christians in all times and places. 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION: JOHN 11:1-45 

 The raising of Lazarus becomes the event where death and life touch each other.  By raising Lazarus, Jesus, who is 
the resurrection and the life, demonstrates that death is not the last word but a passage way to everlasting life.  As 
Jesus loved Lazarus, so Jesus love us.  Through Lazarus, Jesus says to us now, “Live! Come out and don’t be afraid! 
Move out of the place of death and move toward life.” 
 

FOR YOUR REFLECTION:  How can we “untie” or free others from fear, hopelessness, depression, etc.? 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?”     John 11:40 

 Many of us say that we believe in God.  We go to church on Sunday.  We volunteer for events at our parish.  But 
when life gets hard, the pressure is on, when things aren’t going our way, do we really believe, do we really put our 
trust in the Lord?  When we live a life of gratitude, being thankful for the gifts we have been given, we really do see 
that God is providing all that we need.  It opens our hearts to see God’s active presence in our daily lives. 

 

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE BY BUD OZAR 

 Our families can become wrapped up chasing things we perceive will make us happy. Jesus’ words to Lazarus, He 
says to us: “Come out” from what entombs you.  In this fifth week of Lent “untie” yourself and be free from 
unnecessary possessions.  

FAST AND ABSTINENCE: All Lenten Fridays are days to abstain (14 or older, 
no upper limit) from meat.  Ash Wednesday and Fridays of Lent are days of 
fast (18 and before 60 ) no eating between meals and two smaller meals 
cannot equal the main meal. 
 
FIFTH WEEK OF LENT 
 

THE POWER OF SACRIFICE 
 Lent can feel like a long time.  Sometimes we’d like to skip right to Easter!  
But through prayer and sacrifices, we share in Christ’s suffering and prepare 
for the joy of his resurrection.  This Lent, we’ve learned how people in 
Honduras, the Philippines and Kenya made sacrifices so their families and 
communities can thrive.  
 

 How have your Lenten sacrifices helped your family and community and 
communities around the world?  Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more  

 

March 31 

5th Grade Students of  
Nouvel Catholic Central 

 

7:00 PM 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church  •  Saginaw, Michigan 5 

In Our Parish 
 

Tuesday, March 28 
NEW Mass Time 

7:00 PM Mass 
 
Wednesday, March 29 
8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Thursday, March 30 
8:30 AM  Mass  w/ NCCE-MS   
   Community 
 
Friday, March 31 
7:00 PM  Stations of the Cross 
 
Saturday, April 1 

Palm Sunday 
4:00 PM  Mass  
 
Sunday, April 2 

Palm Sunday 
830AM  Mass  
11:00 AM  Mass  
 

Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

St. Thomas Aquinas News 
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION  •  THANK YOU 
 Thank you for your generous support of The Catholic Relief Services 
Collection and for revealing Christ’s love to those who are poor and 
marginalized around the world.  If you missed the collection, it’s not too late 
to give!  Just visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections for more information.  
Gifts can be made at https://support.crs.org/donate/  
 
PARENT BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS  ●  INQUIRE/REGISTER 
 

 You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to inquire or 
register for a class.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session 
and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass 
regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the month. 
 
BIBLE STUDY & SHARING  ●  WEDNESDAYS 10:00 AM 
 

 All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting 
Room for an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. 
 
Food Program Outreach  •   
 Old Town Christian Outreach  •  APRIL 4 & 5 
 Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned 
soups, crackers, package dinners, canned meats, canned vegetables/fruits, 
pancake mix/syrup, cereals and any household paper products or cleaning 
products ie: dish/laundry detergents, cleaners, paper towel/toilet paper.  
Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 
48602.  
 
NOUVEL CATHOLIC CENTRAL ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL  
 ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION LENTEN FISH FRY  
Fridays thru April 7.  Served 4:30-7:00pm.  Dine-in or Take-out available.  
More information NouvelCatholic.org/FishFry   

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

4:00 PM 

8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

 

The Triduum at St. Thomas Aquinas 
 

Holy Thursday 7:00 PM 
 

Passion Friday 1:00 PM 
 

Holy Saturday 8:30 PM 
 

Easter Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

Communal Rite of  
Penance 

 
Sunday, March 26  •  2:30 PM 
 St. Helen Church 
 
Thursday, March 30  •  7:00 PM 

 St. Stephen Church    St. Dominic Parish 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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Around Our Parish 
 

DIOCESAN 2023-24 PRO-LIFE EVENTS 
 The Office of Parish Life & Evangelization is pleased to 
announce the following upcoming pro-life events, including 
a pilgrimage to Washington D.C.!  November 8, 2023 – 
Commemoration of the passing of Proposal 3.  As we move 
forward in the fight against abortion, all are welcome to 
join a special March for Life in Lansing.  This march is being 
organized by the National March for Life and Right to Life 
of Michigan.  January 19, 2024 – National March for Life in 
Washington D.C.  After a 4-year pause, the March for Life 
Pilgrimage returns!  Bishop Gruss will join as we travel to 
stand with thousands of others to protect the dignity of 
life.  Pilgrims will also attend a Students for Life Summit on 
January 20. Dates to save are January 18–21, 2024. 
More details will be available soon.  If you have any 
questions, you may contact Lori Becker at 
lbecker@diosag.org or call 989.797.6652. 
 

JAIL & PRISON MINISTRY  •  DIOCESE OF SAGINAW 
 In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says, “I was in prison, 
and you came to me.”  Those who are incarcerated have 
many different and individual needs, including the need to 
continue, strengthen or renew their relationship with God. 
Right now, someone is waiting for a visit to receive Holy 
Communion, a Bible, or for someone to listen and provide 
spiritual care.  Within the Diocese of Saginaw there are 
eleven county jails and two prisons in need of clergy and 
laity minister visits.  Currently, there are not enough 
ministers and clergy to meet these needs.  If you feel that 
Jesus is calling you to this vital ministry, we invite you 

contact Lori Becker, Coordinator of Diocesan Outreach, at 
989.797.6652 or lbecker@diosag.org for more information. 
Training and mentoring are provided at no cost.  Thank you 
for your prayerful consideration. 
 

FATIMA PRAYER CELL  •  TUESDAYS @ 1:00 PM  

 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CHURCH 

 Come pray with us on Tuesday at 1:00 PM, reciting the 
rosary and some short prayers to establish  devotions to 
Mary’s immaculate Heart and the Most Scared Heart of 
Jesus as she requested at Fatima.  We need her 
intercession and protection against the many evils 
throughout the world. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, COUNCIL #4232  ●   
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 
 The Council is accepting applications for the next 
school year.  Applications can be found online at https://
kofc4232.org/k-of-c-scholarship 
  Completed Applications are due: April 5, 2023, to either 
your parish office or mailed to: Knights of Columbus 
Scholarship 4840 Shattuck, Saginaw, Mi 48603. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4232  •  LENTEN FISH FRY 
 Fridays of Lent through- April 7    4:30-7:00pm 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4232  ●   
 SUNDAY MORNING PARISH BREAKFAST  •  APRIL 16 

 Breakfast fundraiser to benefit St. John Paull II on 
Sunday, April 16 from 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM.  Breakfast 
includes scrambled eggs, sausage, hash browns, pancakes, 
coffee, juice, and milk. Adults: $9; Children 6-12: $5; 
Children 5 and under: free.  

(continued from page 2) 

 
 It was a great experience and 
pleasure to welcome Bishop Gruss 
to our parish last weekend.  I know 
that he appreciated the kind words 
of welcome from everyone. 
 

 Well, spring finally came last 
Monday afternoon with sunshine 
and warmer temperatures.  Now, 
will that continue throughout the 
next couple of weeks?  Only time 
will tell.  Have a blessed week. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rbokinskie@diosag.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Interim Music Director...........................
...................................... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday........................... 8:30 & 11:00 AM
............................................ Winter Hours
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ...........9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Self-Serve Lumber

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship
When Jesus heard about the illness of 
His friend, Lazarus, He responded, 
“This illness is not to end in death; 
rather it is for God’s glory, that 
through it the Son of God may be 
glorified.”  Every aspect of our lives 
our gifts as well as our sufferings can, 
if surrendered to Christ, lead to 
blessing for ourselves and others. 

March 19, 2023
Envelopes ......................... $10,702.00
Loose ..................................... $757.25
Electronic (ACH) ................. $5,203.00
Children’s ................................ $46.00
Brown Bag ............................... $20.00
Easter Flowers ....................... $552.00
Catholic Relief Services ...... $2,687.00
Total ................................. $19,967.25

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI
© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580322
https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses


Meditations for the Season of Lent
C H R I S TC H R I S T

P r o c l a i m i n g

The Fifth Week of Lent

In today’s Gospel a friend of Jesus 
is dying, and Jesus purposely waits 

before going to him in Bethany. 
By the time Jesus arrives, Lazarus 
has died, and his two sisters are 
distraught. If Jesus had come at once, 
he could have healed their brother!

Both women profess their faith 
in Jesus as Lord and their belief 
that they will be reunited with their 
brother in eternity, but they are 
grieving deeply. The painful question 
that hangs in the balance is: Why did 
Jesus allow this bad thing to happen 
to Lazarus? Jesus answers this 
question earlier in the passage when 
he said this was all part of a plan to 
reveal God’s glory.

The story of Lazarus is a 
precursor to what will happen next 
week when God allows Jesus to die 
on the cross and then raises Jesus 
from the dead. What seems to be a 

terrible tragedy will be transformed 
into the greatest miracle of all time. 
As people of faith, we understand 
that even in the darkest moments of 
our lives there is a promise of new 
life, new hope, new energy, and new 
possibilities.

“Where is God, if evil is present in our world, if there are men 
and women who are hungry and thirsty, homeless, exiles and 
refugees? Where is God, when innocent persons die as a result 

of violence, terrorism and war? … These are questions that 
humanly speaking have no answer. We can only look to Jesus and 

ask him. And Jesus’ answer is this: ‘God is in them.’ Jesus is in 
them; he suffers in them and deeply identifies with each of them.” 

— Pope Francis, Way of the Cross at World Youth Day 2016

When Bad Things Happen 
John 11:1–45

❯ Do you believe that God 
will give you the strength 
you need to get through all 
things?

❯ Can you recall something 
bad that happened in your 
life that ultimately resulted in 
something good?

❯ In what ways have you grown 
stronger because of the trials 
in your life?

FOR REFLECTION

1. How many times does 
Jesus fall in the Stations of 
the Cross?

2. Who helped Jesus carry his 
cross? 

3. When does Lent officially 
end?

LENT 
TRIVIA

Answers on reverse.
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Comforting the Sorrowful
Lenten Prayer
This week’s prayer, by St. Padre 
Pio of Pietrelcina, asks for help in 
difficult times: 

“O Lord, we ask for a boundless 
confidence and trust in your 
divine mercy and the courage to 
accept the crosses and sufferings 
which bring immense goodness to 
our souls and that of your Church. 
Help us to love you with a pure 
and contrite heart, and to humble 
ourselves beneath your cross, as 
we climb the mountain of holiness, 
carrying our cross that leads to 
heavenly glory. Amen.”

Family 
Focus

Answers: 1. Jesus falls three times. 2. Simon of Cyrene helped Jesus carry the cross. 3. Lent officially ends at sundown on Holy Thursday.

It is not easy to explain 
to children why bad 
things happen. Start 
by acknowledging 

that everyone has 
difficulties in life but we 

know that God will help us. Explain 
that Jesus died on a cross but three 
days later God brought him back to 
life on Easter Sunday. That’s why we 
believe that even though something 
bad happens, God can make 
something good come from it.

As Catholics, the essence of faith is believing in Jesus 
Christ, the son of God, who revealed truths about his 
loving and merciful Father, about life and death, about 
our relationships with other people, 
about the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and about eternity. But faith is 
more than just believing. Faith is 
a lifelong process of growing in 
our relationship with Jesus Christ, 
making a personal commitment to follow in his 
footsteps, and deepening our understanding  
of what it means to be his disciple.

W hat  I s  Fa i th?

Images: Shutterstock.com

CatechismCONNECTION
“The Paschal mystery of Christ’s cross 
and Resurrection stands at the center 
of the Good News that the apostles, 
and the Church following them, are to 
proclaim to the world. God’s saving plan 
was accomplished ‘once for all’ by the 
redemptive death of his Son Jesus Christ.” 

— Catechism of the Catholic Church, 571

The word “bereaved” has 
roots meaning “to be 

torn apart.” When someone 
dies, bereaved people 
experience a deep emotional 
wound. It is no surprise that 
comforting the sorrowful 
is a work of mercy. One of 
the best ways to comfort 
someone who is grieving is 
to listen. Don’t try to change 
the way the person is feeling. 
Just listen. And while you 
are listening, pray for the 
person who is grieving.



Mission: We encourage faithful giving that is responsibly 
managed and reflective of the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Vision: Joyous giving in Jesus, forever supporting the needs 
of God’s people.

The Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan is
 a registered 501(c)(3), and all gifts are tax-deductible.

Thank you for the opportunity to share these impact stories of CCFMM Endowments. 
It is our intention to provide these stories quarterly. This quarter we share about the Catholic 

Women’s Conference and the National Catholic Youth Conference.

CCFMM Executive Director active in Catholic events in local 
communities and around the state

You might see Kristin Smith cheering for the home team 
at a Catholic school varsity football game, hear her singing 
at a Sunday liturgy, or see her praying with others from 
around the diocese at First Friday Mass at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral. 

If you attend the annual Michigan Catholic Women’s 
Conference in Lansing each fall, you could spot her there 
as well, enjoying great speakers, musicians, 
and entertainment. 

In October 2022, Kristin joined 1,000 other spirited 
women who came from dioceses all around the state to 
sing, pray, shop, and experience the fellowship of 
sisterhood in Christ Jesus. 

“As executive director of the Catholic Community 
Foundation of Mid-Michigan (CCFMM), it is 
important for me to be involved in the community,” 
Kristin says. “I believe that attending local and 
state events is a valuable means of growing our faith community.”

According to Kristin, the Catholic Women’s Conference provides fellowship as well as opportunities for 
reconciliation, prayer, and Mass. 

“It is a great way to meet Catholic women from different walks of life, make new 
friendships and strengthen existing friendships,” Kristin says. “I always walk away from 

this conference with a renewed sense of the wonder of our Catholic faith.”

Kristin encourages diocesan women to save the date for this year’s Michigan Catholic Women’s Conference at the 
Lansing Center on October 21, 2023. It is a life-changing experience for many.

To purchase your ticket for this year be sure to check out the Michigan Catholic Women’s Conference 
website at https://michigancwc.org/

From left to right: Amy Wisniewski, Erin Looby Carlson, 
Ann Schwarze, Joan Sampson, Mary Beth Looby, 
Meghan Looby Waintraub, and Kristin Smith.

Kristin joins women from Michigan and out-of-state dioceses 
for a photo featuring the 2022 conference theme: For Such a 
Time as This.

Written by Mary Beth Looby



For more information, call the CCFMM’s Executive Director, Kristin Smith,
at 989.300.9200 or kristin.smith@ccfmm.org

The CCFMM is here to help guide you with your planned and legacy giving.

CCFMM helps Midland students attend 
National Catholic Youth Conference in Long Beach, CA

A group of Assumption Midland youth had a 
“Walk on Water” experience at the 2022 National 
Catholic Youth Conference last November in 
Long Beach, CA. The conference theme, inspired 
by the story of Jesus calling Peter to come out onto 
the water despite being in the eye of a storm 
(Matt 14:29), encouraged a group of high school-age 
youth from Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to step out of their boats to deepen their faith and 
trust in God.

The trip was funded in part by a grant from the St. John Neumann Fund, managed by the CCFMM.

In their own words, the participants reflected on the conference’s impact:

“I feel a lot closer to God and the people I came with. 
The speakers were all very good and I feel like I can love God more and show it better.”

“On the last day of the trip I went to confession and this changed me mentally 
and physically. The priest made me look at God in a greater picture in my life.”

“The nightly sessions were overflowing with jubilation for the Lord, 
the speakers were furious with passion and each day brought about a more 

mystically awesome revelation of the beauty of God.”

“Thanks to our parish for all of their support and fundraising. 
I really can’t recommend this experience enough!”

Kathy Russell, director of Youth Ministry at Assumption, said the teens joined 2,600 other young Catholics from 
across the country during the three-day event. Takeaways included an emphasis on daily prayer, faith sharing, and 
building community. 

“We are not in this boat alone,” she said. “We need friends who bring us 
closer to God and support us in our faith.”

Written by Joan Ramm
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738
Commercial - Industrial - Residential

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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