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Celebration of Sacraments

Baptism Please contact the parish office to
register for the required Baptism class, to
schedule a Baptism or for more
information. Next Baptism preparation
class is scheduled for May 3, 2021,

7:00 p.m. (Note date is subject to change).

Reconciliation Saturday 3:15—3:50 p.m.;
Sunday 9:15— 9:50 a.m. or contact the par-
ish office or email Fr. Jacob at:
dbgrouse@dbqarch.org to schedule an ap-
pointment to celebrate this Sacrament of
God’s forgiveness.

Marriage Contact the parish office at least
six months before intended wedding date.
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April 25, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Acts of the Apostles 4:8-12; 1 John 3:1-2; John 10:11-18

It’s a good feeling to know we are cared for. Being cared for is
so basic to human living that people who aren’t cared for simply die
premature deaths. Sociologists now have “proof” of this, but the
human family has known this a long, long time. More primitive and
pastoral societies had elaborate ways to assure that no individual would
be left abandoned or feel unloved. Modern, advanced societies, such
as our own, could learn a great deal from these societies. We advanced
nations seem to have little moral compunction to care for the homeless,
the abandoned, the neglected, the forsaken, who populate our cities and
highways. Voices of protest seldom have major impact to correct such
deplorable conditions.

So when the Jewish nation depicted their God as a careful, even
compassionate, shepherd, they were making a statement about how
they felt about their God, and about what kind of God they wanted God
to be. God proved to be that kind of God. (At times God seemed to
lapse from being a “Good Shepherd” but it was Israel’s lapse and sin
that made them feel abandoned—God did not abandon them.)

It was an easy step for Jesus—God’s own love incarnate—to
declare Himself as the Good Shepherd. Jesus embodied in the flesh the
nature of God for us—One who cares for us with an infinite care and
love.

Shepherding is not a familiar image to us, but being cared for or
not cared for is easy to understand. This “Good Shepherd” Sunday
should give us deep feelings of being loved by a God who knows how
much we need that love for our well being.

Next week’s readings:
Acts of the Apostles 9:26-31; 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8




Alleluia!  The Lord is near to all who call on him.  Alleluia!
Fr. Jacob will continue to live stream all weekday and Louie and Mabel Balk wSan ctuary Candle
weekend masses on his YouTube. Y
You can access it by logging into eur parish website: Sonny Christianson Altar Bread

notredamecresco.com

scroll down on the home page and click on the YouTube icon

Please keep in mind that the Archbishop has continued the
dispensation from attendance at mass until further notice so
if you have any concern (including age, health, etc.) about
attending mass in church, please stay home!

Monday, April 26 No Mass
Pray for everyone affected by Covid.

Tuesday, April 27 Mass in church and livestreamed
Rosary at 4:55 p.m.
5:15 p.m. +Mary Schwelch

Wednesday, April 28 Mass in church and livestreamed
8:00 a.m. +Sheri Conlan

Thursday, April 29—School Mass

School personnel and students only in church
Public is invited to watch the livesiream

9:00 a.m. +Tillie DeWalle

Friday, April 30-Mass in church and livestreamed
8:00 a.m. +Agnes McGee

Saturday, May 1 - Mass in church and livestreamed

4:00 p.m. +Bernadine Kelly

EMs: Steve and Terry Duerre, Marcie Huhe

Lectors: Terry Duerre, Mary Larson

Servers: Emma and Reagan Drees

Music: Harlan Larson, Jamie Fisk

Greeters: Galen and Lavon Fye

Ushers: Steve and Terry Duerre, Jim Murphy, Ethan Rice

Sunday, May 2- Mass in church and livestreamed

8:00 a.m. +Mary Ann Kuhn

EMs: Janet Andera, Mae Davis, Julie Haskovec

Lectors: Roger Kleve, Ken Hubka

Servers: Claire Kach, Mason Regan

Music: Pam Daley, Carol Foley

Greeters: Janet Andera, Mae Davis

Ushers: Joe and Julie Haskovec, Marvin Lensing,
Tom Mullen

10:00 a.m. Mass in church and livestreamed
Baccalaureate +Darrell and Michaleen Riehle

Music: Dee Hosek, Polly Jones

Other ministers from the families of our Seniors

If you are not involved with Baccalaureate, you may wish to
attend a different mass this weekend. Thank you.

Ifyou are graduating from high school this year and a parish-

ioner of Notre Dame and did not receive an invitation to Bacca-

laureate, please call the parish office, 563 547-3565.

The hunger for love is much more difficult to remove
than the hunger for bread.

4:00—5:00 p.m. Easter Series Program to be held on

April 25, May 2 and 9 in the Notre Dame Church.

This week, April 25, Pascal Gumisiriza, a fellow Catholic from
Uganda, will lead this session.

Liturgical Ministry Schedule: There is a liturgical schedule
for the months of May, June and July available on the parish
website. If you are willing to serve as an EM, Usher, Lector,
Server, Greeter or Musician during the upcoming months,
please contact the parish office, 563 547-3565.

Stewardship of Praver
Please pray for the sick of our parish, including the
Jollowing and those listed in the Book of Petitions.

Parker Byrnes Dianne Kovarik

Makiah Pierce Dean Dietzenbach
Dorothy Barnes Debra Winsell
Steve McCarville Bill Rink
Arlene Kuennen Al Reicks
Marian Wiltgen Lori Schmitt
Don Neubauer Bill Smith
Pat Smith Randy Smith
Paula Growden Cole Christopher
Bob Stoker Nancy Pecinovsky
Monica McGee Newman Liz Yount
Lavon Hyberger Jim Dietzenbach
David Gosch Craig Church

Our sympathy. . .

Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls
of Ivan Beaver, father of Krista Godman; and
Verna Massman, sister of Elaine Kleve. Eternal rest grant
unto them, O Lord.

We clear the prayer list quarterly. Please contact
the office at that time to have a name put on again if desired.

We are pleased to pray for the sick, if you would like
to add a name, please call the parish office after receiving per-
mission from the person to have their name published; howev-
er, to preserve space if a person has sufficiently recovered and
can be removed from the prayer list, also please contact the
parish office.

Ministry of Prayer Network: If you would like to
serve on this Prayer Network, please email the office at:
DBQO47S@dbgarch.org. When a request is received, you will
receive an email asking for your prayers for the immediate
need. If you have an urgent need for prayer, call the office at
563 547-3565 to activate the prayer network.

Stewardship of Offering
April 18, 2021

Total Stewardship Contributions/Offertory Income

Needed each week: $10,923.00
Last week’s Envelope Contribution Income: $ 7,007.00
Last week’s ACH Contribution Income: $ 7,054.00
Last week’s offertory income: $ 410.00

To be good stewards we must be good shepherds, will-
ing to lay down our lives for those committed to our care, not
mere hired hands who run off, “leaving the sheep to be
snatched and scattered by the wolf.”

Custodial positions available at Notre Dame. Full time or
part-time. For more information, please contact the parish of-
fice, 563 547-3565.

Baptism Class: If you are expecting a baby or preparing
to have your child baptized and have not attended a Baptism
Class in the past three years, you need to attend a Baptism class
before the Baptism takes place. Please note this class is offered
4 times a year. Please plan accordingly to attend a class before
the date you wish to celebrate the sacrament. The next class
will be held on Monday, May 3, 7:00 p.m., Joseph Room.
Please call the parish office to register, 563 547-3565.




Easter Series “This is My Body™ A Series on the Eucharist.
The series will be presented in the church from 4:00—35:00
pm. April 25 “Universal Church”; May 2 “Everlasting
Food: and May 9 “To All the Nations”. Free childcare in the
hall for potty-trained children of those in attendance.

Year of St. Joseph and the Year of the Family To cele-
brate these two occasions, please find children’s activity
booklets in the front entrance of the church for your
child(ren) to enjoy.

Rejoice; For He is Risen! An Easter Season Bible Study
running from now until Pentecost. Each week we’ll be re-
viewing the readings for the upcoming weekend.

Attend either of two sessions held weekly, 7 pm Wed or 1 pm
Fri in the meeting room at A& W/Long John Silvers. Choose
the time and day that works best for you. Study questions for
discussion will be available for those interested who want to
go the extra step and get more out of the study. Optional
study guides available for purchase. Open to anyone interest-
ed in hearing more about the weekend readings. No need to
pre-register, No fees, just show up. For info contact Duane
Heit at 563-419-2385 or duaneheit@yahoo.com

Scrip Program includes Dollar Fresh, Pinter’s, Ruppert’s
Ace Hardware, Fareway, Fisk’s, Subway, Casey’s, A &
W, Long John Silvers, Sue-Z-Q, Atomic Pizza and Kwik
Star. Gift cards are available for purchase at the parish
office. Please call to order, 563 547-3565. Scrip will be
available in church the weekend of May 1-2.

Diaper Drive April 10-25. Join in collecting new diapers
and wipes of any size and brand to donate to local pregnancy
centers and food pantries. You may drop them off at the
Notre Dame Parish Office. Sponsored by Holly Schmitt and
Kalissa Schmelzer, students at South Winneshiek High
School and parishioners of St. Aloysius, Calmar.

March for Life Saturday, May 1, St. Benedict, Decorah.
10:00 a.m. Mass; 10:30 a.m. Music and Sign Making; 12:00
p.m. Speakers; 12:45 p.m. March; 1:30 p.m. light lunch.
Most pro-life events are held in January around the anniver-
sary of the Roe vs. Wade Supreme Court Decision but May 1
was chosen for this event to honor Mary the Mother of Jesus
standing up for the unborn. Sponsored by Holly Schmitt and
Kalissa Schmelzer, students at South Winneshiek High
School and parishioners of St. Aloysius, Calmar.

April is Child Abuse Awareness Month. During this
month, we reflect on ways that we can learn about child
abuse and neglect and how you can be an advocate for chil-
dren in need. Consider participating in a day of prayer on
April 25th for Blue Sunday, for all abused children. If you
feel called to serve, there is an opportunity for you to help
children in need right here in your local community. For
more information about volunteering with CASA, please
email: Kkerry.brennan «dia.iowa.cov

Knights of Columbus: Every knight joins for a reason
whether to grow in faith, to serve our communities or to pro-
tect those most in need. There is much work to be done in
our world. Faith and Service are the reasons Knights of Co-
lumbus exists. We invite you to join us putting our Faith in
Action. Visit www.kofc.org/joinus now till June 30th for free
online. Use promo code McGivney2020

Thank You

We are grateful for all the volunteers who offer their
time and talent as good stewards for the betterment of the
parish. This week we thank all our volunteers.

We welcome Emeryn Viola Swestka, daughter of Brian and
Samantha Swestka, who was baptized at Notre Dame on

. |
April 17.

Thank you! A bigthank you to everyone who helped with the yard
work around Notre Dame property. It looks great!

Cresco Community Blood Drive Wed., April 28, 12:00—5:30 p.m.
VEFW Post 4561. Set up your lifesaving appointment by text to Life-
serve to 999-777 or call 800 287-4903 or visit lifeservebloodcenter.org

The Decorah Deanery Council of Catholic Women held a meeting
on April 6. This was the first meeting since January 2020, due to the
pandemic. At the meeting, new officers were elected and installed.
President Julie Vulk from St. Benedict Parish, Decorah; Co-VP Carrie
and Shelia Rassman from Holy Trinity Parish, Protivin; President Elect
Stephanie Feldman from Notre Dame Parish, Cresco; Secretary Bonnie
Hackman from St. John’s Parish, Fort Atkinson and Treasurer Pam
Rochford from Immaculate Conception Parish in Sumner. Our spiritual
advisor is Msgr. Cletus Hawes from Wexford. The Decorah Deanery
consists of the following parishes: St. Al’s, Calmar; Qur Lady of Seven
Dolors, Festina; St. Francis de Sales, Ossian; St. Wenceslaus, Spillville;
Notre Dame, Cresco; St. Ben’s, Decorah; St. John Nepomucene, Fort
Atkinson; Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Lawler; Assumption of the BVM,
Little Turkey; Holy Trinity, Protivin; St. Luke, St. Lucas; St. Mary,
Waucoma; Immaculate Conception, Lansing; St. Ann-St. Joseph Harp-
ers Ferry; St. Joseph, New Albin; Immaculate Conception, Wexford; St.
Pat’s, Monona; St. Mary, McGregor; St. Bridget, Postville; St. Pat’s,
Waukon; St. Mary, Dorchester; St. Mary, Hanover; Holy Name, West
Union; St. Peter, Clermont; St. Francis of Assisi, Fayette; Immaculate
Conception, Sumner. We wish to thank all outgoing officers, Mary
Rausch, Donna Snitker and Ann Herold for their service. The officers
will serve for 2 years. All ladies of the deanery are welcomed to be
members of the council of Catholic women, especially now, during this
time of pandemic and still, a bit of uncertainty in our future. Many par-
ishes no longer have active women organizations, the deanery can be
where women come together as active members of the Council of Cath-
olic Women and be connected to the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic
Women which is affiliated to the National Council of Catholic Women.
Please join us. If you wish further information, please contact Pres.
Julie Vulk at 563.380.8412 or javulk@yahoo.com.

ACCW membership All women of the parish are encouraged to
become sustaining members of the Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of
Catholic Women. The annual membership fee is $10 and the form can
be found at www.dbqarch.org/council-of-catholic-women on the Arch-
diocesen website. If you prefer, please send your name, address, email
and a check made out to ACCW for $10 to: Lisa Hemesath, ACCW
Treasurer, 1116 240th St., State Center, IA 50247. Your membership
includes a subscription to the quarterly newsletter, The Link.

Pillow Cleaning will be held at Cresco Methodist Church on Thurs,,
April 29, 7:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Journey & Healing: Trauma in LGBTQIA+ Communities, an
NEIPJC Panel Discussion via Zoom will be happening on April 30,
2020 at 6pm. https://zoom.us/meetine/recister/t)0of-
CtrDotH9TdZnt24thvS-5e0eXcm8y

EIPJC’s expert panel discussion will consider the effects of the
LGBTQIA+ journey on mental health and the traumas faced, delve into
the reasons for the increased amount of stressors, learn how the speciali-
zation of affirmative therapy supports healing, and discover how allies
can support the LGBTQIA-+ community in their journey and their heal-
ing from the trauma they face.

Therefore, as God'’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances
you may have against one another.

Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

Colossians 3:12-13
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