Notre Dame Parish

Cresco, Iowa

St. Agnes Oratory, Plymouth Rock and St. Bridget Oratory, Bluffton
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Rev. Jacob Rouse

Pastor
Notre Dame Church
223 2nd Ave. E.

Parish Office:
9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday
116 East Third Street
Phone: 563 547-3565
Fax: 563 547-3835
Hall; 563 547-4652

Parish Website:
notredamecresco.com

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Mass
Livestreamed at:
https://youtube.com/(@notredamecresco

Mindy Jones, Bookkeeper
Connie Frana, Office Manager
Melanie Vobr,
Coordinator of Faith Formation
m.vobr@dbgarch.org
Brian McGee,
Coordinator of Family & Youth Ministry
b.mcgee@dbgarch.org
LeRoy Webb, Pastoral Minister
Katie Schmitt, Principal
563 547-4513
School Website: https://
sites.google.com/nd.pvt.k12.ia.us/
ndschool/home?authuser=0

Celebration of Sacraments
Baptism Please contact the parish office to
register for the required Baptism class, to
schedule a Baptism or for more
information. Next Baptism preparation
class is scheduled for Feb. 12, 2024.

7:00 p.m. (Note date is subject to change).

Reconciliation Contact the parish office to
schedule an appointment to celebrate this
Sacrament of God’s forgiveness.

Marriage Contact the parish office at least
six months before intended wedding date.
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December 3, 2023
First Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37

“Would that you might meet us doing right, that we were
mindful of you in our ways!”

The first Sunday of the Church’s liturgical year is an echo
of the last Sunday of the liturgical year: we await the Lord’s
coming. “Rend the heavens and come down. . .” the prophet cries!

This is a sharp reminder that the season of Advent is not
just a hurried and harried few weeks of preparation to celebrate
Jesus’ birth. This season invites us to look forward to the end, as
well as to look back toward the beginning.

All this really translates into the oft overlooked reality that
God’s saving power acts upon us in the present. God meets us, as
the prophets says, right now. And the prophet goes on to say that
hopefully that meeting will find us “doing right.”

Sometimes in the hustle and bustle to get everything in
place for the celebration on Dec. 25th, we miss the presence of
God meeting us in lots of subtle ways on Dec. 3, Dec. 8th,

Dec. 15th—indeed each day of the Advent season. We need to be
alert to God’s presence, right now, as we write cards, shop, bake,
visit friends, go caroling, and do the countless things we do the
next several weeks. If we are alert, awake, attentive, we will
experience God rending the heavens to come down to us each day,
not just on Christmas morning.

Next week’s readings:
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8




Lord make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.

Monday, Dec. 4—No Mass. Pray for vocations

Tuesday, Dec. 5-Mass
5:15 p.m. +Merlin Reicks
Sacristan: Terry Duerre

Wednesday, Dec. 6

8:00 a.m. +Bud and Mary Ann Billmyer
Musie: Jed Becker

Sacristan: Jed and Joyce Becker

Thursday, Dec. 7Mass for Feast of Immaculate Conception
No 9:00 a.m. Mass

5:15 p.m. +Frank Lorenzo

EMHCs: Wayne and Janet Kreitzer, Sue Runyan

Lector: Sue Runyan
Servers: Cali Schwickerath, Raelynn Fortney
Music:  Katie Ferrie, Wendy Schatz

Greeters: Chuck and Sanna Feldman

Hosts: Don Dietzenbach Family

Ushers: Don Dietzenbach Family, Dick Jones, Dale Lickteig
Sacristan: Stan and Connie Kepros

Friday, Dec. 8-School Mass
9:00 a.m. +Rusty and Dorothy Barnes
Sacristan: Bill and Connie Sindelar

Saturday, Dec. 9—Mass in church and livestreamed

2:00 p.m. Wedding of Austin Hrdlicka and Maddie Fitzgerald
4:00 p.m. +Sharon Eckerman and Lowell Scholbrock
EMHCs: Mary Larson, Angie Kappes, Lisa Kimball

Lector: Mary Larson
Servers: Sam Meyer
Music: Pam Daley, Deb Moellers

Greeters: Bryan and Denise Sheehy

Hosts: Bryan and Denise Sheehy

Ushers: Bryan Sheehy, Joe and Lynn Rose, Jim Murphy
Sacristan: Harlan and Mary Larson

Sunday, Dec. 10
8:00 a.m. +Leland and Evelyn Truka
EMHCs: Wayne and Kelly Mashek, Julie Wilson

Lector: Juliec Wilson, Ken Hubka
Servers: Claire and James Kach
Music: LuAnn McCormick, Polly Jones

Greeters: David and Elaine Bergan

Hosts: Wayne and Kelly Mashek

Ushers: Bart and Julie Wilson, Marvin Lensing, Tom Mullen
Saeristan: Marvin Lensing

10:00 a.m. +Ruben Gamez

EMHCs: Jed and Joyce Becker, Jessica Kapler

Lector: Jed Becker, Gary Langreck

Servers: Harper and Hadley Riehle

Music:  Joe Wacha, Polly Jones

Greeters: Chris and Amanda Keller

Hosts: Mark Kapler Family

Ushers: Brad and Jodi Dull, Jery Wilson, Brian McConnell
Sacristan: Jessica Kapler

Show us, Lord, your love; and grant us your salvation.

Donations are being accepted for Christmas Flowers. Please
put your donation in an envelope marked “Christmas Flowers”
with you name and the name(s) of those you wish to remem-
ber.

In Memory

Joe and Peggy Rouchka Sanctuary Candle
Stewardship of Prayer

Please pray for the sick of our parish, including the following

and those listed in the Book of Petitions.

Parker Byrnes Dianne Kovarik
Makiah Pierce Dean Dietzenbach
Tom Rouchka JoDene Van Dyke
Arlene Kuennen Joyce Kapler

Bill Smith Don Neubauer
Ann Burgess Frances Kovarik Langham
Liz Yount Dan Pahl

Lavon Hyberger Kevin Neuzil
Mary Stejskal John Gossman
Paula Growden Pat Smith

Randy Smith Beverly Koshatka
Janice Ries Brenda Anding
Stu Gordon Shelly McAllister
Lisa Peter Ethan Pepera
Ellie Lorenzo Colleen Voves
Deb Wilkins Leona Herold
Connie Frana Dick Franks
Lonnie Dishinger Marinus Mlady
Audrey Grinhaug Bill Rink

Luther Govern Ken Hruska

We are pleased to pray for the sick, if you would like to
add a name, please call the parish office after receiving permis-
sion from the person to have their name published; however, to
preserve space if a person has recovered and can be removed

Jrom the prayer list, also please contact the parish office.

Ministry of Prayer Network: If you would like to serve
on this Prayer Network, please email the office at:
DBQ047S1@dbqgarch.org. When a request is received, you will
receive an email asking for your prayers for the immediate need.
If you have an urgent need for prayer, call the office at 563 547-
35635 to activate the prayer network.

Stewardship of Offering
November 26, 2023
Total Stewardship Contributions/Offertory Income

Needed each week: $10,750.00
Last week’s Envelope Contribution Income: $ 6,973.00
Last week’s ACH Contribution Income: $ 5,147.00
Last week’s offertory income: $ 656.50

We are servants of God, each with his or her own task.
We will be judged good stewards if, at His coming, He finds us
ready and conscientiously pursuing the tasks to which we have
been called.

Bible Study is held on Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. in
the Joseph Room. The group will study the readings for the up-
coming weekend. Everyone is welcome.

Notre Dame Children and Youth Choirs are seeking new
members! The Children's Choir is open to all students in grades

1-6, and leads the community in song during Masses throughout
the year: Sign up at: https://notredamecresco.com/liturgical-
ministry




Sewing Circle will meet on Mon., Dec. 4, 2:00 p.m., Notre
Dame Church Hall.

Liturgy Committee will meet on Thurs., Dec. 7, 3:30 p.m.,
Joseph Room.

Cornerstone Team Retreat will be held on Sun., Dec. 10,
9:00 a.m.—noon, Notre Dame Church Hall.

2024 Budget Boxes and Calendars are available in the ele-
vator lobby. If you participate in ACH, Gifts of Grain or
Gifts from your IRA, you do not have a budget box.

Scrip Program (includes Dollar Fresh, HyVee, Pinter’s,
Ruppert’s Ace Hardware, Fareway, Fisk’s, Subway, Casey’s,
A & W, Sue-Z-Q, Atomic Pizza and Kwik Star.) Cards avail-
able at the parish office and in church the weekends of De-
cember 2-3; 9-10; 16-17.

Giving Tree Please return the unwrapped item with the tag
to the parish office by Monday, Dec. 4. Thank you!

St. Andrew’s Circle will be hosting 2 meal and Bingo on
Saturday, December 9th. A meal will be served at SPM in
the Parish Hall of pork sandwiches, potato salad, baked
beans, and a dessert for $8/plate. Bingo will follow the meal
from 5:30-7:30PM for $.50/card. For more information,
contact Alanda Meyer at 563-419-5680 or Karen Stevenson
at 641-330-9789.

December 18th Grades K-5 Christmas Concert: 1:30 PM
and 6:30 PM at Notre Dame Catholic Church. All are wel-

come to attend.

Finding Light, Hope & Healing “Finding Light, Hope, and
Healing™ is our new parish ministry that is open to all who
are newly separated and divorced, those still struggling with
issues many years later, and children of divorced/separated
parents. Trained parish ministers are ready to walk with you
on an individual basis by providing a listening ear, helpful
resources and guidance. For more information, contact
Melanie Vobr at the Parish Office by calling 563-547-3565 or
emailing m.vobr@dbqarch.org.

Adult Winter Dance Join us Saturday, January 13th from
6:00PM—M idnight at the Heritage Event Center (229 3rd
Ave. W., Cresco) for our Adult Winter Dance! This event is
open to anyone age 18 and older and features a catered meal
from McAllister’s, cash bar, and great music! Dress code is
business-casual. Tickets required for admittance. Tickets
available for individuals or couples at the Parish Office.
Contact Brian McGee for more information at
b.mcgee@dbqgarch.org.

You can help. Please donate to the Retirement Fund for Re-
ligious next week. Your gift will provide essential care for
senior sisters, brothers and religious order priests. Let us
show our gratitude to these individuals by giving generously.

Single Catholic Women 20-35: Franciscan Sisters invite you
to in-person and on-line Discernment Events designed for
you. Discover your calling and purpose. Visit https://fscc-
calledtobe.org or contact Sr. Julie Ann 920-323-9632.

Thank You

We are grateful for all the volunteers who offer their time and talent
as good stewards for the betterment of the parish. This week we
thank the Money Counters.

Help families and help yourself by providing the gift of Catholic
education! Your donation to the Our Faith School Tuition Organization
(STO) gives the gift of Catholic school education to Iowa families who
might not have that opportunity. With this support, qualifying families
can choose a Christ-centered education. If you file an lowa income tax
return, your contributions to the STO qualify for a 75% tax credit, sav-
ing you BIG money on your taxes. Help families and help yourselves, a
donation to the STO is good for families, and good for you!! Visit
www.ourfaithsto.org or for more information, talk to your tax profes-
sional or financial advisor, or call Steve Kane - Our Faith STO Director
at 563-552-0297

Rosary Program - Our Lady (Notre Dame) is asking each of us to pray
the rosary every day. If The rosary is so powerful, and carries with it so
many graces. Continue to tally the number of rosaries prayed on any
piece of paper and drop the results in the collection basket as part of
your offering. Monthly totals will be published in the bulletin. Rosaries,
along with instructions on how to pray the rosary, and tally slips can be
found in the News and Literature stand in the church entry. Rosaries
prayed in November: 617. Notre Dame, pray for us.

Christmas Reflections 2023: “Christmas Reflections ” will be celebrat-
ed Saturday, December 9nd and Sunday, December 10th at the German-
American Museum in St. Lucas from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. Come enjoy
new historic displays, Christmas décor, music, the famous “attic”, St.
Nick and Christimas movies in the chapel. Delicious soups and ham
sandwiches will be served along with cookies, cider and coffee on both
days. Suggested donation 15.00. Special event donations by 1891 Fi-
nancial Life and Reicks View Farms and Melissa Lea Reicks Founda-
tion. Annual event sponsored by the St. Lucas Historical Society.

First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association will hold their annual
Christmas party potluck on Sunday, December 3rd, at the Spillville
Library at 201 Oak Street beginning at 11:30 am. All members and their
families are invited. Potluck dinner begins at noon. Our branch will
supply spiral ham, hot dogs, refreshments, coffee and place settings.
There will be door prizes, games, crafts, and Santa visit. Contact Becky
Kuhn, secretary, at 563-562-9043 with any questions.

Take a fresh look at your Marriage. Consider making a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend and enrich your lives together. Itisa
unique approach aimed at revitalizing Christian Marriage. For more
information call 563-920-9419. Upcoming dates: April 12-14, 2024 in
Epworth; September 27-29, 2024 in Dubuque; and November 8-10,
2024 in Holstein.

2024 Archdiocesan Women's Conference: Beauty in Christ: Reviving
QOur Hearts Registration is set to open by Wednesday, November

22! Saturday, January 27, 2024 Time: 8:00 AM to 1:30 PM (Time is
tentative) The theme of this year's virtual conference is "Reviving Our
Hearts!" and will include keynote presentations by national speaker
Mari Pablo and local speaker, Mary Pedersen. It’s time to start planning
to host a group at your parish or cluster! More information, including
registration information, can be found at https://
www.archwomensconference.org/! Contact Joanne Pohland

at j.pohland@dbgarch.org if you have questions

The 23" Annual Decorah Chorale “Home for Christmas™ concert will
be held Saturday, December 9 at 7:00 p.m. at Decorah Lutheran Church.
This benefit concert will support the work of Winneshiek County Habi-
tat for Humanity and Decorah Area Food Pantry through the concert
free-will offering.

Pro-Life Meeting, Tuesday, December 5, 10:30am at St. Benedict Par-
ish Hall. We will be discussing and planning our Spring Conference.

Small can triumph over big. It has before and will again. If
things seem against you, hold your head up, persevere.
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A meal will be served at 5PM in the Parish
Hall of pork sandwiches, potato salad,
baked beans and a dessert for $8/plate.

This will be followed by Bingo from
5:30-7:30PM for $.50/card.

For more information, contact:

Alanda Meyer Karen Stevenson

563-419-5680 . 641-330-9789
alandameyer@hotmail.com  karen.stevenson52155@gmail.com
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Please give to those who
have given a lifetime.

Elderly religious need your help. Like those pictured, nearly 25,000 senior
sisters, brothers and religious order priests have dedicated their lives to
serving others by praying for us, ministering to all, educating the young,
caring for those who are sick and helping those in need—usually for little or
no pay. Today, their religious communities do not have enough retirement
savings. Your donation will make a real difference by providing essential
care, medicine and other necessities. Please give generously.

To give at your parish: Make your check payable to
your parish. (Write RFR on the memo line.)

To donate by mail: Make your check payable to
Retirement Fund for Religious. Please do not mail cash.

Amount: Q$1,000 Q3500 Q%250 O$00 U$s50 Q%25 QOther$

Name
Address

City Zip code

Email address (for e-newsletters)

(AL(:h)diocese

Top row, from left:

Brother Charles Douglas, 55), 88;
Sister Marianna Danko, SSMI, 8o;
Father James Day, OSST, 77.
Bottom row, from left:

Sister Celeste Burgos, MHSH, 79;
Sister Brenda Cherry, OSP, 84.

retiredreligious.org

Data Preference (Please check Yes or No.)

The data 1 provided may be used to complete this
transaction and may be used and stored in the
records of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops Retirement Fund for Religious.

O Yes, | agree.
O No, the data | provided may only be
used for this transaction.

Please check with your employer
about matching gifts.

National Religious Retirement Office - 3211 Fourth Street NE - Washington DC 20017-1194 - Phone (202) 541-3215 « Fax (202) 541-3053

@ Printed on recycled paper, 30% post-consumer fiber - ©2023 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC « All rights reserved - Photographer: Jim Judkis

20200423
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507-273-4158
We Store Everything
RYV, Trailers, Household, Autos

9314 Valley Avenue - Cresco
NE lowa's Largest RV Storage Facility

Cresco
- Ba n k

A DIVISION OF DECORAH
BANK & TRUST CO.
126 2nd Ave. SE, Cresco, lowa 52136
563-547-2244 | weaw.cresco.bank

®

%qROCHASKA

— REALTORS —
ESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICE

www.epcresco.com
121 N. Eim, Cresco, IA » 563-547-3700

CUSB

BANK
www.cusb.com
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FRLT & S50l Y
| ?ﬂﬂnihﬂﬁpﬁm'ilﬂ‘ji WL | 2475 State Hwy. 8
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Phone 563-382-0010
pinterfandscaping@nettel.net
www.pintersgardensandpumpkins.com

GARDEN CENTER - BAKERY - PUMPKIN PATCH
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Fax (563) 382-0011

Member FOIC | @ —
. S8 0L 206NEImSt, | 4 dnie HOMETOWN
MedAllister |, " "t ACE Hardwarel AccouNTING INC.| ameripise &

Catering
563-380-3146

Z/ 563-203-7419
.z.Y s "" eo@lhehauco.la

Monday by appt., Tues 8:30-7,
Wed & Thurs 8:30-8, Fri 8:30-5, Sat 8-12

Rhonda & Nick Ruppert, owners
563-547-2936 * Hwy. 9 Cresco, IA
Open Mon-Fri 7:30-6:00; Sat 7:30-5:00; Sun 10:00-3:00
www.Acehardware.com
Shop 24/7 Have delivered to store
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THANK YOU
We Appreciate Your Business!
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To Get The Most Out Of Your Advertising
Dollar... Call 563-547-2025
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“Full Accounting Services”
Bookkeeping » Payrofl « Financial Statements
123 North Elm » Cresco, 1A 52136
PH 563-547-1771 « FX 563—547—2501
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oo StateFarm-

Don Dietzenbach RICP

(563) 547-2720

Aaron Hvitved, APMA?®
Hvitved & Associates
126 2*d Ave SE, Ste. 200, Cresco, IA 52136
563-547-5340 1-800-894-0523

DR.DONALD W.EOLEY
CHIROPRACTOR

127 2nd Ave, West
Cresco, lowa 52136

RIGHT BY THE ST%PUC;E‘E)S G 563-547-5250
PHONE (563) 547-2967 Sy v dondietzenbach.com
\ Cresco
[ -
Chiropractic
=, IFN;SI.;RANVCdE ,l/ Clinic
AL American Foop 800-668-3253 el b | Dr. Jokn P, Gehling & Dr. Joshua Lichy
Hwy. 9 West - Cresco, IA 52135 h ] me Springs sage Hwy 9, Cresco Iowa _EA7.
fencloil {563) 547-2382  (563) 566-2621 (641) 732-6611 563-547-3553
ez 563-547-3112 ncioii.com WWW.clains.com sleepyhollowauto.com 407 7th St. SW, Cresco
&L Hindt Hude\)% RICK'S REPAIR | <URE > Upper lowa
FUNERAL HOMES 130 2nd St W. Cresco, lowa 52136 Q&m‘ ES!;;Q, 00/77/77[//7/03”0/75
James E. Hindt 563-547-3799 Ceech us You can afford to talk with us
Katie N. Hudek Rick Wangen & BURKE AUGTION SERVICE 9 out on Cresco. lowa i
563-547-3501 Owner 124 N. Elm - Cresco, lowa 516,3'569-3;;4 ﬁ ! .
e Complete Auto Repair 563-547-2554 = vorivin, 14 IS Dave Neubaver ~ Ray Reicks
www.hindthudekfuneralhomes.com o—< WEBSITE: www.burkecresco.com | (= www.poiasheksiocker.com |  563.547.4404 563-547-4686
Roger Kleve Seed
VKr hogest | (NORTHEAST IOWA Channel. @
umr Seedsmanship At Work'
of Both Maolors
aend Worlds e Randy Swestka Drew Zahasky 563-379-6709
129 2nd Ave. SE, Cresco, 1A 52136 205~ = - Specializing in Concrete: Flat Foundations,
563 547 3289 563-547-9994 35::'?::33:5240;;;;;] 563-203-1717 ICF, Decorative, Curb, Overlays and More
Hwy. 9 West . . . . e S,
Cagr @ B TRk | CATARZAN | e e
& itepy L= *BOTTLED WATER T S TS HOWARD COUNTY
CAMPER SALES and SERVIGE < Kerlan S ABSTRACT & TITLE CO.
=i Srnts Fione” Melissa & Aaron Schatz Zach Steinmetz » Kevin Neuzil + Steve Hubka We put CRESCO on the map.
1-B00-556-0266 Call 563-547-5992 m, §07-273-6081  563-203-0215  563-547-1753 115 South Park Place. C. 1A 57136
PH. 563-547-5100 Hwy. 9 East « Cresco, Iowa Timming Stump Grinding Farm outh Park Place, Cresco,
www.campsiterv.com  FAX 563-547-2500 OPEN 5:30 am 7 Days a Week! 563-547-4014 culhgan com Removal Residential Lot Clearing 563-547-4944
QUENTIN J. VSETECKA
SIG N § | A Doua \ PLANTPEDDLER EISK o .
Schrage, Cresco ansad OE The Coripsny Growing 12X 1oy F E‘“
Owner -Motor TussFi7amsm | Flowers, Plants, Weddings, |} AR IV & OM E
ﬁ@ﬁl Call 563-547-4476 Company [emien | Gifts, Special Occasions More than & Hardware Store!
Hwy. 9 West » Cresco Late Mode! Used Gars and Trucks
i Cresco, 1A 52136 | 530 2nd Ave. SW  Cresco, IA 52136 | GRESCO, JOWA » 563-547-2492
Large Format Printing, Business Signs Business Phona | -5 ; ] HRS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30; Sat. 7:30-5:00;
Vinyl Graphics’and More 1 oy avon o196 1500 547-S096 | 563-547-2811 Bikery & Coffes Honse 563-547-2361 Sundays 10:00-2:00
»
~D ret'lsion
5 |WHITESELL|F o-5ss
§ER‘"CE INC. enry )f 5 T 319- 361-6442 s
IS || STTChes & ornrs rucksinguc .
521 2nd Avenue SW » P.O. Box 88 212 North Elm Street. Cresco, 1A 52136 T_—---7 sé}fﬁ‘;ﬂ“:'ég‘:::,ﬂg" ’
Phone 563.47 2528 568, 547-2256 iy N Creseo, fown 4 il Shay Caclin M i t & St
one 563-547- -547- FOR ALL OF YOUR EMBROIDERY onuIMmMen one
E-mall: cbs@lowatelecom.net ; ; 2 Cell: 319-361-6442 Horse: 563-547-2633
Websito: www crecgobuildingservice.com A T NG/EEDf | Mike Whitesell Ph:(605)-670-0418 1143d 5. SW * Cresco, 1A 52136 563-569-8447
Council #1571 ) ze3s,
nusurance 4 MEHMERT P <
A AGENCY, INC. o Join BE.ST B i 2
or ; The in Trailers ma W Wi
Kelly O’Donnell '’ o
V & V Insuranee Agency, Inc. information  § Yool Boxes & Truck Beds INC LT

PO Box 159 Cresco, IA 52136
Ph: (563) 547-2161
http://www.vandvins.com

563-581-2239

CALL US AT 1-800-446-1407

TILING, BACKHOE & DOZER WORK, ROCK & FILL
641-985-4076 563-547-5115
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