
Seeking 

Trust 

Curiosity 

Openness 

HOPE 
THIS WEEK 

SUNDAY 16 DEC 

 7 PM - Youth Ministry, Kostka Hall 
 

MONDAY 17 DEC / Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17 

 8 AM - Mass, St. Joseph Parish 
 

TUESDAY 18 DEC /  Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-13/Mt 1:18-25 

 8:15 AM - Mass (+Jim Higgins) 

 6:30 PM - Communal Reconciliation Svc. 
 

WEDNESDAY 19 DEC / Jgs 13:2-25/Ps 71:3-17/Lk 1:5-25 

 8:15 AM - Mass (+Stanley Kwasny) 

 3 PM - Building Committee, Ellis 

 7 PM - PCCW Board Meeting, Rectory 

 9 PM - Late Night Mass, Newman Center 
 

THURSDAY 20 DEC / Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-6/Lk 1:26-38 

 8:15 AM - Mass  (+Beverly Filtz) 

 9 AM-3:30 PM - Adoration - 3 PM - Divine Mercy 

 4 PM - Finance Council, Rectory 
 

FRIDAY 21 DEC /  Sg 2:8-14/Ps 33:2-3, 11-21/Lk 1:39-45 

 8:15 AM - Mass (+Helen Jersey) 
 

SATURDAY 22 DEC / 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1-8/Lk 1:46-56 

 9 AM - Reconciliation 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-19/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 

 5 PM Saturday (+Darlene Okray)    

 8 AM Sunday (+Stan Wysocki)  - 7:30 - Rosary 

 10 AM Sunday (+Roger Patoka) 
 

The Solemnity of the  

CHRISTMAS 
Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-3, 11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 

 4 PM 24 DEC - Church
 4:20 PM 24 DEC - Kostka Hall 

 Children’s Choir at 4PM

 7 PM 24 DEC - Celebration Choir at 6:30 
 9:30 PM 24 DEC  
 9 AM 25 DEC 
 

WEDNESDAY 26 DEC /  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3-

     17/Mt 10:17-22 

 8:15 AM - Mass (+Louis Rucinski) 

 Parish Offices Closed 
 

THURSDAY 27 DEC / 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

 8:15 AM - Mass  (+Barney & Evelyn Ciesielski) 

 9 AM-3:30 PM - Adoration  - 3 PM - Divine Mercy  
 

FRIDAY 28 DEC /  1 Jn 1:5-2:2/Ps 124:2-8/Mt 2:13-18 

 8:15 AM - Mass (+Ervin Redding) 
 

SATURDAY 29 DEC / 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-6/Lk 2:22-35 

 9 AM - Reconciliation 

 

Feast of the HOLY FAMILY 
1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52 

 5 PM 30 DEC (+Emily Jerzak)    

 8 AM 31 DEC  (+Mary Ann Powell)   7:30 - Rosary 

 10 AM Sunday (+Dorothy Jajewski) 
 6 PM Sunday (For all members of Holy Spirit Parish) 



 

frsteve@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

 
deaconrick@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

, Administrative-Parish Life Coordinator 

lee@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

, Pastoral Care Director

julie@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

, Campus Ministry Director 

zach@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

, Faith Formation & Evangelization 

Director, colleen@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

, Finance Coordinator 

srbarb@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

Music Director  

mary@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

Student Liturgy Coordinator 

liturgy@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

 

www.pacellicatholicschools.com | 341.2445 
 

BUILDING UPON A FIRM  
FOUNDATION 

Chairs: 

 
Joining Our Parish:  Fr. Steve would be 

glad to talk with you about parish membership.  Send 

him an email at frtom@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

or call him at 345-6500 to make an appointment. 

 

Celebrating Baptism: Baptism is cele-

brated at Lord’s Day Mass at various times of the 

liturgical year.  If you want to raise your child in the 

Catholic faith and celebrate your child’s baptism, 

please call Fr. Steve for more information.  Parents 

celebrating the baptism of heir first child are asked 

to complete a baptism orientation seminar. 

 

Caring for the Sick: If you or a loved one 

are seriously ill, homebound or anticipating surgery, 

please call Fr. Steve to schedule a visit and/or the 

sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 

 

Campus Ministry: Point Catholic is the 

name of Holy Spirit’s outreach to college students 

attending UW-Stevens Point and Mid-State Tech-

nical College.  You can learn more about campus 

ministry at our web site. 

 

Facebook: Like us at Holy Spirit Parish and 

Point Catholic.  Joining Facebook is easy. Go to 

www.facebook.com. 

838 Fremont St., 344.9117 
2108 Fourth Ave., 345.6500 

Dear People of Holy Spirit Parish: 
 

       “...but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
       (Luke 3:17) 
 

We reach the third threshold on our journey into the heart: Open-
ness. Openness to what? To Christ. Which means an openness to 
change.  “Chaff” is the husk and dead stalk of the plant that has 
no nutrition in it.  Winnowing removes these dead parts from the living seed.  And 
one very good use for the chaff is fueling a fire. 
 

If curiosity is honored and respected, the heart senses it is safe to arise and express 
itself more freely in life.  This will transform - that is change - everything.  Whether 
gently or dramatically, old structures of fear will be broken down (winnowed) and 
replaced with real relationship.  Like chaff, those old attitudes and beliefs now be-
come fuel for the fire of transformation. 
 

I give credit to the Holy Spirit for arranging to have our Communal Penance Ser-
vices fall on this week just as we enter into this work of change.  The Communal 
Penance Service at Holy Spirit parish will be on Tuesday the 18th at 6:30pm.  We 
will have at least six priests present.  Through a misunderstanding, St. Peter’s Com-
munal Penance Service will be on the same night at the same time.  Fr. Joseph and 
I, along with all of the other priests in the deanery, have agreed that in the future it 
is better to come together as parishes to celebrate these.  So, in Lent we will return 
to the practice of St. Peter’s and Holy Spirit having a combined Communal Penance 
Service.  St Stephen’s and St. Joseph’s combined Penance Service will be at St. Ste-
phen on Thursday, December 20th at 6:30pm. 
 

Regardless of where you go to receive the sacrament let your examination of con-
science be on “openness.”  Are you open to the call of the King of Love to follow 
him?  What old ways of thinking, acting, believing need to be winnowed?  What 
kind of Catholic, what kind of disciple, what kind of human being is longing to be 
born in you?  And what is holding you back from allowing that birth to take place?  
Oh how beautiful our celebrations will be with Christ’s life taking flesh in many 
hearts this Christmas!   
 

The early Christmas Eve liturgy is always the fullest.  Out of concern for fire codes 
as well as comfort, our Sacred Worship committee is providing a 4 p.m. Mass in the 
Church and a 4:20 p.m. Mass in the Church basement.  We hope this will prevent 
people standing in the entrance way and the dangerous narrowing of aisles with 
overflow chairs. 
   

Fr. Dennis Lynch will preside at the upstairs liturgy and I will preside at the liturgy 
in Kostka Hall. The liturgy downstairs is being designed with children in mind in-
cluding the children’s choir leading us in carols beginning at 4:00 p.m.  If Christmas 
“Peace” is your preference, then Mass upstairs would be best.  If Christmas “Joy” is 
what you seek, then downstairs is your destination.  The adult choir will sing at 
the 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve liturgy including a half hour of caroling before Mass.  
Fr. Dennis will preside at that so I can be rested up for the 9:30 p.m. celebration.  
For those who celebrate at home on Christmas Eve and in Church on Christmas 
Day we will gather at 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day morning. 
   

Some among us find it especially difficult to be thinking about Christmas liturgies, 
when they have final exams this week!    Friday the 21st is the last day of exams for 
UWSP students.  This weekend at some of the liturgies we are saying farewell to 
students who are graduating at the end of this semester.  Our last 9 p.m. Mass will 
be this Wednesday, Dec. 19th.  Wednesday evening Masses will resume again Janu-
ary 23rd. 
 

Whether celebrating here or away I pray you will be “open” to all the love Christ 
desires to bring you this year. 



Elsewhere 
 

FRANCISCANS DOWNTOWN: The movie Anne Frank 
Remembers will be shown on Wednesday, Dec. 19 and Yentl 
on Wednesday, Dec. 26.  Both shown at 1 p.m.  All are 
welcome. 
 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS BROKEN?: Feeling frustrated by 
your strings or balls of Christmas tree lights?  Are they 
broken or tangled?  Don’t throw them away!  The copper 
inside can be recycled for cash!  St. Joseph Parish is collect-
ing unwanted lights as a fundraiser until January 15th.  
They can be dropped in the red box in the parish gathering 
space. For more info. contact Renee at 715-341-1716 x101. 
 

YEAR END  
CONTRIBUTIONS 

Remember that contributions intended for 2018 must be 
received by noon Dec. 31st, the last business day of the 
year. According to IRS regulations, contributions received 
after Jan. 1st must be applied to 2019. 

PARTICIPATION AT MASS 

DEC 8/9 

  5 p.m. — 253                              8 a.m. — 195                             
10 a.m. — 290                             6 p.m. — 235    

Feast of the Immaculate Conception    

6 p.m. — 190                            8 a.m. — 172                            

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH GIVING 
DEC 8/9…………………..$21,720.27 

 

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 
Target……………….$114,000 

Pledged/Contributed……$46,361 
Under Target…………$67,639 

Number of Contributors — 207 (21%) 
 

As you shop for last-minute gifts and other 
holiday purchases, please consider the 

goods and services offered by a bulletin ad-
vertisers.  We are grateful for their support. 

Of time, talent and treasure 

FEEDING HUNGRY KIDS 
In the 2017-2018 school year, 32% of children in the 
Stevens Point Area Public School District, nearly 1 in 
3, met federal poverty guidelines. At SPASH the num-
ber was 30%, at Ben Franklin Jr. High 34% and at the 
Fernandez Center for Alternative Learning  (the Alter-
native High School), an alarming 70%. 
 Responding to this harsh reality, Holy Spirit Par-
ish coordinates Feeding Hungry Kids, a program at 
Ben Franklin Junior High and SPASH providing cheese, 
fruit and Nutri-Grain Bars to help students stay fo-
cused in class, remain in school and improve their 
chances of success.  At the high school approximately 
30 students receive something each day. 
 During Advent and Christmastime parishioners 
are asked for contributions to fund this program 
throughout the year.  Checks and cash contributions 
can be placed in the collection or brought to the office.  
Write checks to Holy Spirit Parish.  Identify cash or 
check donations as benefitting Hungry Kids. 

You’re Invited  
for Christmas Dinner  

Holy Spirit is serving Christmas Dinner on Christ-
mas Day for parishioners and community members 
who may be alone or seeking fellowship that day. 
Dinner will be served in Kostka Hall from 11 a.m.- 
1 p.m. Please call the parish office, 344-9117, to 
make a reservation, or by Dec. 14th to request a 
home-delivered Christmas dinner. 
 Additionally, volunteer greeters, servers, driv-
ers, and people to help with set up and clean up are 
needed for this event.  If you would like to help 
please contact Mary Ann Krems at 344-2453 or 
jmak@charter.net. 

’tis the season for  

GIFT CARDS! 
Whether it’s ingredients for holi-
day baking, shopping for Christ-
mas presents or, maybe, giving 
as presents themselves — GIFT 
CARDS are a winning proposi-
tion.  Using Gift Cards benefits our parish, our Catholic 
schools and YOU! 
 Stop by the Gift Card table before/after weekend 
Mass to see how easy they are to purchase and use, or 
visit the Rectory office during the week.  



Finals Week 
Finals week is December 17th-
21st. The Point Catholic center 
will open from 8am until mid-
night for any students who are 
looking for a warm, welcoming, and quiet place to 
study. We will be providing coffee and snacks, as well! 
 

Building Relationships 

Our campus minister, Zach Laughlin, would like to help 
create strong relationships between parishioners and 
students. To do this, he first needs to get to know our 
parishioners better. While the students are on break, 
Zach is available to take parishioners out for coffee and/
or lunch, just pull him aside next time you see him, or 
email him at zach@holyspiritstevenspoint.org! 
 

SEEK Retreat 

Just because they’re on break doesn’t mean students 
aren’t still active in their faith!  Fr. Steve & Zach will be 
taking 9 students to a Catholic conference called SEEK. 
This conference is sponsored by the Catholic organiza-
tion FOCUS. We will be traveling, with the Eau Claire 
Newman Center, to Indianapolis from January 3-7. We 
will join close to 20,000 college students from all over 
the U.S. who are passionate about Jesus and their Cath-

olic faith! Please keep us in 
your prayers  and we look 
forward to telling you 
about our experience! 

Ongoing Adult/Family Formation  
Opportunities… 
here  — there — and everywhere. Contact Colleen or the identified 

contact person for more! 

GIVEN Marriage Retreat – What is it? 
The concept of a GIVEN marriage enrichment retreat comes to us from 
the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Like our diocese, they saw a need to develop 
enrichment for couples in a model that fits into a busy lifestyle. Through 
their generosity, our Diocese of La Crosse has been granted access to their 
‘model’ with permission to tailor it to fit our diocesan needs. 
GIVEN retreats are stand-alone experiences. They are designed to intro-
duce couples to the joy of spending time together in a retreat format and 
deepen their desire to attend more in-depth retreat programs that are of-
fered in our diocese — or elsewhere. 
 

The diocesan team collaborates with the host parish to bring God’s beauti-
ful message about marriage to those in attendance. 
 

For more information: 
1.) visit http://diolc.org/marriage/marriage-enrichment 
2.) click the registration button on the site you want to attend.  
Hint: this might make a great Christmas gift (after an invitational conversation) 
for a favorite married, engaged, or seriously dating couple in your life. Perhaps 

paying the nominal registration fee , a gas card, and sending them to dinner :) 
The first 3 opportunities (roughly 8:30am-2:30pm) in our diocese are: 
12 January in Marshfield 
26 January in Chippewa Falls 
23 February in La Crosse 
If you have more questions, please send them to aheinzen@diolc.org. 
 

Thursday, January 10, 
2019 9:30 AM - 1:30 PM  

St. Francis Xavier  
Cathedral, Green Bay  

Bishop Wycislo Center  

"Charism" is the Greek word 
used in the New Testament 
for "favor" or "gratuitous 
gift." Are you curious about 

the theology of charisms and how you might impact others as a 
disciple through your charisms? If so, this is a conversation that you 
don’t want to miss.  Participants will have an opportunity to reflect 
on their own charisms.  RSVP is required to Colleen at  
colleen@holyspiritstevenspoint.org by Wednesday, December 19, 
as we will be guests of Green Bay. 
 

Additionally, “Christmas Quarter” events will be happening 
after select Masses on the Sundays of Christmas with the entire 
parish invited to food, fun and a mini-formation moment! 
These are intergenerational and we can certainly use some     
Behind the Scenes help! 
Sunday, 30 December: Feast of the Holy Family  
Holy Family Board Game Night — following 6 p.m. Mass 
Bring your friends and favorite board game to share! 
Sunday, 6 January: Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
Epiphany Party follows 10 a.m. Mass/at Breakfast Café! 
Sunday, 13 January: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
Baptism Party/Reception follows 10 a.m. Mass 
 
Our parish website has launched its Advent Page — so check it 
out at www.holyspiritstevenspoint.org/advent 
More special gifts and opportunities are coming your way! If 
you have children who are not registered in our programs and 
would like to get them registered, receive resources, help on our 
team, or serve on our Faith Formation committee — contact 
Colleen at colleen@holyspiritstevenspoint.org.  



 
 

Advent/Christmas Giving Calendar 
 

Solemnity of  
CHRISTMAS 
4P Christmas Eve in 
Church 
4:20P Christmas Eve 
for families in Kostka 
Hall 
- Children’s Choir con-
cert at 4:00 
 

7P Christmas Eve 
- Celebration Choir 
concert at 6:30 
 

9:30P Christmas Eve 
 

9A Christmas Morning 
 

 

Feast of the 
HOLY FAMILY 
5P Saturday, Dec. 29 
8A, 10A & 6P Sunday, 

CELEBRATING RECONCILIATION 
Holy Spirit Parish will celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation on: 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, 6:30 p.m.  The sacrament will also be offered on Mon-
day, Dec. 17,  7 p.m., at St. Bronislava, and Thursday, Dec. 20, 2 p.m. at 
Franciscans Downtown and 6:30 p.m., at St. Stephen Parish.  

 

CHILDREN SING CHRISTMAS EVE 
Children in Grades 1-6 are invited to sing as part of a choir prior to the 
4:20 p.m., Mass. Register your child by emailing mhofer@uwsp.edu or 
calling the rectory at 344-9117. Your child will need to attend 2 rehears-

als in church: Friday Dec. 21, 6 p.m. or Sunday Dec. 23, 4:30 p.m. 

We hope that our liturgies will attract people to our worship from 
outside our community. We strive to present an environment in 
which they’ll feel welcomed and to which they’ll want to return.   

In addition to the parish and hospital lots, parking is 
available in nearby university lots.  If you’re able to park in one of 
those lots and walk a short distance, that will free up space for 
visitors and those who can’t walk. 

 will enhance our worship at the 7 p.m., 9:30 p.m. and      
9 a.m. Christmas liturgies. 

Who are the friends, co-workers and family members 
you could invite to celebrate Christmas with our parish? 

I 
nstead of an Advent calendar that 

something, the  REVERSE Advent 

Calendar is one in which 

. The calendar you find below 

identifies items that are needed by Operation 

Bootstrap, Mobile Pantry of Portage County, 

Salvation Army Hope Center, Franciscans 

Downtown and Portage County Infant Care. 

This is something families can plan and work 

on together. All of the items could be provid-

ed, or some of them.  
  

The general idea is to collect the requested 

items throughout the season, collecting them 

in boxes or grocery bags. With each day’s 

donation, or those made occasionally through-

out the season there could be a moment of 

prayer for those who depend upon these items 

and the volunteers who assist in generously 

responding to the needs of the poor.  Clip the 

calendar and keep it in a prominent place. 
  

Finally, the bags and boxes of donated items 

will be collected after Christmas, ideally on the 

Solemnity of the Epiphany, Jan. 6/7, a day 

upon which we remember the gifts given by 

the Magi. 


