
 
SUNDAY 1 DEC 
 8:30–11:30 AM - Breakfast Café, Kostka Hall 
 7 PM - Confirmation Years 1 & 2 
 

MONDAY 2 DEC / Is 4:2-6/Ps122:1-9/Mt 8:5-11 
 6:30 AM - Discipleship Group/Advent Readings, Rectory  
 8:15 AM - Mass, St. Stephen Parish   
 7:30 PM - Point Catholic Women Bible Study, Newman Ctr. 
 

TUESDAY 3 DEC / Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24 
 8:15 AM - Mass FTM  (Marge Ostrowski) 
 10 AM - Discipleship Group/Advent Readings, Rectory  
 4 PM - Salvation Army Meal Ministry 
 5:30 PM - Art & Environment Committee Mtg., Kostka Hall 
 6:30 PM - Celebration Choir Rehearsal, Church 
 6:30 PM - Rite of Christian Initiation, Newman Center 
 6:30 PM - Discipleship Group/Advent Readings, Rectory 
 

WEDNESDAY 4 DEC / Is 25:6-10/Ps 23:1-6/Mt 15:29-37 

 8:15 AM - Mass, FTM  (+Paul & Bernice Raschka) 
 1 PM - Arimatheans Team Meeting, Rectory 
 6 PM - Campus Ministry Discipleship Group, Newman Center 
 9 PM - Late Night Mass, FSB Newman Center Chapel 
 

THURSDAY 5 DEC / Is 26:1-6/Ps 118: 1 and 8-9. 19-21, 25-27/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

 8:15 AM - Mass, FSB  (+Irene Losinski) 

 9 AM-3:30 PM - Eucharistic Adoration       - 3 PM - Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 6:30 PM - Parish Committee Mtgs., Kostka Hall 

(Campus Ministry, Faith Formation, Family Life, Sacred Worship, Social Justice) 

 7:30 PM - Point Catholic Men Bible Study, Newman Ctr. 
 

FRIDAY 6 DEC /  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 

 8:15 AM - Mass, FSB  

 9 AM-3:30 PM - Eucharistic Adoration       - 3 PM - Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 

SATURDAY 7 DEC /  Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5-8 

 9 AM - Reconciliation 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent 7/8 DEC  
Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 19/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 

 5 PM Saturday, FSB (+Bob Kowalski)    

 8 AM Sunday, FSB (+William Wanta, Sr.)      - 7:30 - Rosary 

 10 AM Sunday, FSB (+Rucinski & Jacobson families) 
 6 PM Sunday, FSB (for the parish) 
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Come and find other good people with whom to grow in 
faith and to meet the challenges of life.  The Wednesday 
evening group will be reading Bishop Barron’s book, Letter 
to a Suffering Church, that faces squarely the clergy abuse 
problem and provides a way for individual believers and for 
the Church to get through it. Books will be provided. 
 

The other groups will prepare their hearts for Christmas by 
reading the Advent Gospels.  By sharing our own experienc-
es of Christ, present and active in this world, we will 
strengthen one another’s sense of Hope.  Opportunities for 
being a part of a group are: 
 

Monday 6:30 a.m. Advent Gospels 
Tuesday 10 a.m. Advent Gospels 

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Advent Gosepls 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.  

Bishop Barron Letter to a Suffering Church 
Thursday 1 p.m. Advent Gospels 

The Spirit Breakfast Café will be open from 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
next Sunday, Dec. 8th, in Kostka Hall. Serving egg bake, 
French toast, scrambled eggs, Fair Trade coffee, donuts & 
more. Only $6. Come to eat before 10 a.m. 
Mass or stay after either morning Mass for a 
great meal.  If you’d like to volunteer to help, 
please sign up via a link on the parish website 
or call 344-9117. 
 

coffee, tea, chocolate and other products also 

will be on sale. 

 

There is still time to sign up to deliver poinsetti-

as to a handful of our good people at home and 

in care centers.  Poinsettias will be available 

for pick-up on the weekend of December 7/8, 

around Mass times, please go to the Sign UP  

Genius Link on the church website, e-mail Julie@- 

holySpiritstevenspoint.org or call 344-9117. 

ADVENT POINSETTIA DELIVERY IS HERE! 

Help spread a little Advent 
cheer by choosing a  

parishioner near, delivering 
a simple gift and giving 

homebound hearts a lift! 



MISSION STATEMENT 
Disciples called to worship, 

sent to serve. 
 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
By the year 2023, Holy Spirit Parish will: 
 

provide worship opportunities where all 
are welcome and welcomed; where each 
person feels supported and encouraged to 
meet Jesus in a real and personal way; 
where we are strengthened to go forth to 
share our talents and resources with oth-
ers within and beyond our parish. 
 

support parish committees with prayerful 
consideration and utilization of the gener-
ous gifts of time, talent, and treasure of-
fered by the members of our parish. 
 

engage and awaken people of all ages to 
the lifelong process of seeking Jesus 
through faith growth experiences. 
 

invite all to feel welcomed and cherished 
as members of our parish family, and to 
deepen our connections through minis-
tries of compassion, small group gatherings 
and fellowship events that reflect the love 
of Christ. 
 

empower Holy Spirit Parish, according to 
the Social Teachings of the Catholic 
Church, to meet the needs of all Creation 
with love, prayer, and service through acts 
of Social Justice and Charitable Works in 
our community, nation, and world. 
 

honor the uniqueness of each university 
student and empower them to become 
disciples ready for the challenges of the 
21st century. 
 

provide every family. who would like,  
the opportunity for a Catholic School  
Education. 

 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Justine Brilowski, Casey Davis,  

John Eckendorf, Bill Fehrenbach, Mary Ann 
Krems, Bob Ostrowski, Paul Peterson,  

Joanna Slattery, Kevin Weinfurter,  
Ginny Williams, Susan Zach 

 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Chairs: John Clifford, Vern Schroth 

 

Rectory: 838 Fremont St., 344.9117 
Newman Center: 2108 Fourth Ave., 345.6500 

Dear People of Holy Spirit Parish: 
 

 “Stay Awake! For you do not know on which day 
   your Lord will come.” (Matthew 24:42) 
 

“Your Lord will come!”  Christmas celebrates three comings 
of Christ: His coming in History as a child, His coming in 
Mystery at Christmas and His coming in Majesty at the 
end of time.  Though Chapter 24 of Matthew is clearly 
talking about his return in Majesty, Christ’s commanded 
preparation also applies to us preparing for his return in 
Mystery:  Stay Awake!  Fear quenches our spirit and causes 
us to become unconscious of others and of God.  We fall asleep.  Hope keeps us con-
scious of others and of God.  It keeps us awake.  For God’s Spirit of peace and joy to 
be born in us this Christmas we must cultivate Hope. 
 

Even after just two meetings, those who are taking part in our Small Discipleship 
Groups are experiencing an awakening in Hope. These Small Discipleship Groups are 
a place where it is safe to become conscious again of things of the heart.  About 
twenty-five people came for the Wednesday evening group which is reading Bishop 
Barron’s Letter to a Suffering Church about the clergy abuse crises.  Even when fac-
ing such a difficult topic, Hope has awakened.  
 

Next Sunday we will celebrate the Rite of Welcome at the 10 a.m. liturgy.  In this 
Rite those seeking full communion in the Catholic Church will make public their 
desire and we will give them first signs of our love and support.  We have six candi-
dates in RCIA at this time, though not all have chosen to celebrate the Rite of Wel-
come at this time.  These beautiful people have filled the RCIA team with Hope.  
Come Sunday to share the experience. 
 

With the start of this new year of faith we have completed a year of praying the St. 
Michael Prayer during Mass.  We will continue to pray for our Bishops and the heal-
ing of our Catholic Church but will leave to individuals to pray the St. Michael pray-
er at the end of Mass.  There are St. Michael Prayer cards available at the church en-
trances.   
 

Lastly, I share the outcome of our Finance and Pastoral Council meetings the week 
before Thanksgiving.  With growing confidence of a sale of the Newman Center we 
turned our thoughts to what happens after we finish Phase I, the construction of the 
new Ministry Center.  In our recent newsletter I posed two options for us after com-
pleting Phase I of the building project.  Option #1 was to wait two years to collect 
enough pledges to pay for Phase II.  This option would have us start the renovations 
of the church in 2022.  It would minimize the amount of money we would borrow.   
 

Option #2 was to take out a larger loan and begin Phase II immediately after com-
pleting Phase I, perhaps in April of 2020.  This would involve more interest payments 
but save on increasing costs of construction. 
 

As it turns out, once the Finance Council did a detailed analysis of pledge income and 
interest payments they found the earliest possible date to begin Phase II is Spring of 
2021.  That will involve taking out a medium sized loan and collecting pledges for a 
year. 
 

Although this is very disappointing, there are some benefits.  It will give us the 
chance to do a slow and careful design for the church renovations.  Thus far a great 
deal of attention has been given to the design of the new Ministry Center.  Plans for 
the Church’s new plumbing, electrical,  heating, cooling and ventilation systems have 
all been worked out in detail.  But many details regarding the renovation of the wor-
ship space have not.   
 

I stand in wonder at our parish staff, building committee and Councils who have 
worked through countless challenges to bring us this far.  Let us Stay Awake with 
them! 

 
 



Transitions of Grace 

Wedding Anniversaries:  These couples of the parish are cele-
brating significant years of marriage in November: 

 Dennis and Maria Fahey, 50 years, Dec. 13th 

 Mike and Natasha Enders, 25 years, Dec. 31st 
 

Eternal Life:  We acknowledge the passing of Don Soder-
berg.  May he rest in peace.   

Elsewhere 

FRANCISCANS DOWNTOWN: The movie The Horse Whis-

perer will be shown on Wednesday at 1 p.m.  
 

Also at Franciscans - Downtown Conversations/
Supper with James Stewart/George Bailey will be held 
on Tuesday, Dec. 3rd at 6 p.m. Come for the free supper 
and fellowship of community with Chili/hotdogs and bev-
erages provided.  Snack or salads would be greatly appreci-
ated.  Conversation will center around It’s a Wonderful Life, 
no one is a failure who has friends. 
 

PCMS PRESENTS “FROZEN JR. THE MUSICAL”: Sup-

port Pacelli Catholic Middle School and students from our 
parish as they present this fun musical!  Performances, held at 
Pacelli High School FFC, on Thursday, Dec. 5th at 7 p.m., Fri-
day, Dec. 6th at 7 p.m. and Saturday Dec. 7th at 2 p.m.  Ticket 
prices: Adults $8, Students $6, Age 3 & under free. 
 

LIVE NATIVITY: St. Adalbert Parish & School present “Jesus 
is the Reason for the Season!” with a live nativity presentation at 
the Rosholt Fairgrounds on Friday, Dec 6th between 6 and       
8 p.m. 
 

COOKIE WALK: St. Joseph Parish PCCW will hold their 30th 
Annual Cookie Walk on Saturday Dec. 7th.  Doors open at       
9 a.m. and the sale lasts until all the cookies are gone.  Come 
shop the huge variety of homemade Christmas Cookies in the 
St. Joseph Family Center.  The cost is $7.50/pound if you 
package your own or $8.50/pound for prepackaged cookies.  
You won’t want to miss this delicious sale! 
 

KC CHRISTMAS DINNER: This annual event, which is 
open to the public, will be held Saturday, Dec. 7th between 5 

and 7p.m. at the Clubhouse, 401 W. Clark Street.  Choose 
from a premium 14-16 oz. Rib Eye Steak, a full rack of dry 
smoked or BBQ ribs, Chicken Cordon Bleu, or lasagna.  En-
trees include salad bar, baked potato, vegetables and rolls.   
 

CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE: St. Mary-Torun’s PCCW will 
hold this event on Sunday Dec. 8th.  Doors open at 9:30 a.m.  

Please take time this week, to review and 
complete your Respond to the Spirit materi-
als.  Bring them to Mass next weekend or 
drop them at the rectory office.  They can be 

placed in the baskets at any church entranceway.  Thanks to 
all who’ve already returned materials! 

PCCW Success! 
The  ladies of Holy Spirit Council of Catholic Women 
would like to express a THANK YOU to all who donated 
baked goods or purchased items at our recent bake sale. 
Also, Thank you! to Father Steve for the cherry pie and 
Lucy Gwidt for the decorated cake. Proceeds from the raf-
fle are donated to our Haiti mission. The ladies are also 
grateful for the contributions of yarn. The yarn drive will 
be ongoing; donations of yarn can be left in the main 
( Fremont St.) church entrance. Have a blessed season of 
Advent! 

Excerpts of the following two articles and much more can be 
found in the November edition of our parish newsletter  
The Advocate you recently received. 
 

Saying Goodbye to Campus Ministry  
& Holy Spirit Parish                                             Zach Laughlin 

It may be startling to some, but I want to be 
honest and announce that I will be leaving 
Holy Spirit Parish at the end of December. 
Through mutual discernment with Fr. Steve, it 
has been determined that the campus ministry 
role is not a good fit for my talents and pas-
sions, nor does my style jive well with the students. Simply 
put, I feel a calling to serve the secular world. While the seed 
has been in my heart my whole life, it has become clearer to 
me over the last year that my passion is for the unaffiliated, 
the “lost,” those who have left the Church, oppose it, or those 
who don’t really understand what religion is in the first 
place.  
 

While there will be plenty of time for goodbyes, I want to 
sincerely thank Holy Spirit Parish for welcoming me into your 
community and allowing me to serve. There are so many 
wonderful people at this parish. You have taught me through 
both relationship and example, what it means to follow Jesus, 
as well as what it means to be truly dedicated to a communi-
ty. For this, and many other things, I want to offer a heartfelt 
thank you!  
 

Future of Point Catholic Ministry                       Fr. Steve Brice 
In his article, Zach Laughlin shares that he will be ending his 
role as Director of Campus Ministries here at Holy Spirit on 
December 31st of this year. I affirm his statement there that it 
was through our mutual discernment that it became clear 
that his considerable talents and energy would be best put to 
use in a different ministry. In my own words, he feels called 
to share faith with the marginalized and un-churched more 
than to work in a parish setting with life-long, practicing 
Catholics. I have learned much from this young man, wise 
beyond his years, and am sure he will be a significant part of 
the bridge that sees Catholicism cross from the present into 
the future. 
 

I have asked Jessica Enstad to step into the role 
of Director of Campus Ministries for the com-
ing semester. Jessica is graduating from UWSP 
this December with a Degree in Child, Youth 
and Family Studies. But even more, Jessica has 
been a leader in our campus ministries for the last three and a 
half years. Her present plan is to do a year of service abroad 
starting this coming summer. But she is pleased to be able to 
continue involvement with Point Catholic ministries until 
she goes. 
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HOLY SPIRIT 
WORSHIP 

 
 

 

Solemnity of  
CHRISTMAS 
4P Christmas Eve in 
Church 
4:20P Christmas Eve 
for families in Kostka 
Hall 
- Children’s Choir con-
cert at 4:00 
 

7P Christmas Eve 
- Celebration Choir 
concert at 6:30 
 

9P Christmas Eve 
 

9A Christmas Morning 
 

 

Feast of the 
HOLY FAMILY 
5P Saturday, Dec. 28 
8A, 10A & 6P Sunday, 
Dec. 29 
 

Solemnity of  
MARY,  
MOTHER  
OF GOD 
6:30P Tuesday, Dec. 31 
8:15A Wednesday, Jan. 1 
 

Solemnity of 
the EPIPHANY 
OF THE LORD 
5P Saturday, Jan. 4 
8A, 10A, 6P Sunday, 
Jan. 5 
 

As we remember the 
Magi bringing their 
gifts to Bethlehem, 
this is the weekend 
we invite parishioners 
to bring contributions 
for the Christmastide 
Giving Project. 
 
 
 

 
  

Christmastide 
Giving Project 
T he Christmastide calendar 

offers an opportunity for 
parish members of all ages to 
honor the season of Jesus’ birth 
and His birth in us. As we focus 
on what’s most important to 
this season we attempt to re-
flect the generosity and compas-
sion of Christ through our gen-
erosity and compassion. 
 

The calendar on the next page 
identifies items that are request-
ed by community organizations. 
This year’s project will benefit 
Portage County Prenatal Care 
Coordination, Operation Boot-
strap, Family Crisis Center, 
Kid’s Closet and Franciscans 
Downtown. 
 

The Christmastide giving pro-
ject is something families can 
plan and work on together. Clip 
the calendar and keep it dis-
played in a prominent place. All 
or a few of the items can be 
donated. The plan is to pur-
chase the requested items 
throughout the season and col-
lect them at home in boxes or 
bags. As each item is added to 
the collection, spend a moment 
in prayer for those who depend 
on your generosity as well as for 
the organization volunteers and 
staff who respond daily to the 
needs of our most vulnerable 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

Finally, the bags and boxes of 
donations will be collected on 
the Solemnity of the Epiphany, 
the end of Christmastide, the 
day we remember the gifts giv-
en by the Magi.  
 

See page 6 for more information 
about these important agencies 
that provide much needed ser-
vice to Portage County and our 
surrounding areas 

CELEBRATING  
RECONCILIATION 
Holy Spirit Parish will cele-
brate the sacrament of Rec-
onciliation on: 
 Tuesday, Dec. 17, 6:30 
p.m. 
Other opportunities to cele-
brate this sacrament will be 
held on: 
 Monday, Dec. 16, 7 p.m., 
at St. Bronislava, Plover. 
 Thursday, Dec. 19, 6:30 
p.m., at St. Stephen Parish. 
  

Reconciliation also will be 
offered at 9 a.m. Saturdays 
at Holy Spirit. 
 

HEALING MASS 
Advent is the season we 
prepare our hearts to receive 
Christ anew. Our hope in 
Christ is our focus for the 
season. On the first week-
end of Advent we will pray 
for renewed hope. 
 

The Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick will 
be offered at the 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday and 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday liturgies Nov. 30/
Dec. 1. All who need heal-
ing, whether physical, men-
tal or emotional, will be in-
vited to receive the sacra-
ment. There will be multi-
ple priests present.  
 

Those who are mobile will 
be invited to come forward, 
as we do for communion. 
Those who are not mobile 
are asked to sit in the handi-
capped pews in the front.  
The anointing will take 
place at the end of Mass. 
Those not seeking the sacra-
ment will be free to go.  
 

 
 

HOLY DAY 
The Solemnity of the Im-
maculate Conception of 
Mary will be celebrated 
with Mass at 8:15 a.m. 
Monday, Dec. 9th. It is not a 
Holy Day of Obligation this 
year. 
 

LATE-NIGHT MASS 
Amid the hectic pace of De-
cember, a mid-week break 
for silence, scripture and 
song might be just what we 
need. That’s what Late-
Night Mass offers at 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 11 and 
18 in the Newman Center 
Chapel.  
 

ADORATION 
Spend time with the Lord 
Thursday mornings and 
afternoons in church. Bene-
diction is at 3:30 p.m.  
 

CHILDREN SING ON 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
A children’s choir will offer 
a program prior to the 4:20 
p.m. Christmas Eve Mass. 
  

Children in Grades K-6 are 
invited to sing or play their 
instruments as part of this 
Christmas Eve Choir.  
 

Follow these two steps to 
get involved: 
 

 Register your child by 
emailing mhofer@uw-
sp.edu or calling 344-9117 

 

 Attend 2 of the 3 rehears-
als in church: 

 

Sunday Dec. 1,  
11:20 a.m. - 12:20 p.m. 

 

Sunday Dec. 15,  
11:20 a.m. - 12:20 p.m. 

 

Monday Dec. 23,  
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

 

Advent & Christmas 


