
At the Ministry Center... 
 

The Ministry Center and Parish Offices are closed.  Be as-
sured that email and voice mail will be checked regularly by 
all staff members. However, in the event of a critical need, 
please call the office to schedule an appointment.  
 

The Church is open for personal prayer between the hours of 
8 a.m. and 3 p.m. daily.  Please use the south door to enter 
the church.  Other doors will remain locked at all times.  

 

*All Meetings held via “Zoom” 
 

 

MONDAY 18 MAY / Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1-6 , 9/Jn 15:26—16:4 

 1 PM - Phase II Owner/Contractor Meeting  
 

TUESDAY 19 MAY / Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-3, 7-8/Jn 16:5-11 

 8:15 AM - MASS  (+Irene Skibba) Live feed/Video FSB 
 9:30 AM - Parish Staff Meeting  
 6:30 PM - Small Discipleship Group  
 6:30 PM - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
 

WEDNESDAY 20 MAY / Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-14/Jn 16:12-15 

 8:15 AM - MASS (+Joseph Misiewicz) Live feed/Video FSB 

 4:30 PM - Finance Council Meeting 
 

THURSDAY 21 MAY / Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1-4/Jn 16:16-20 

 8:15 AM - MASS (+John Brzezinski) Live feed/Video FSB 

 1 PM - Small Discipleship Group  
 6 PM - Pastoral Council Meeting 
 

FRIDAY 22 MAY / Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-7/Jn 16:20-23 

 8:15 AM - MASS (+John & Edna Kohl) Live feed/Video FSB 
 

SATURDAY 23 MAY /  Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10/Jn 16:23-28 

 MASS (+Dunigan & Ziehr families)  Private FDP 

 

7th Sunday of Easter / 23/24 MAY 
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord  

                   Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-9/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
 

SUNDAY 24 MAY 
 MASS (+Gloria Olszewski)  Private FDL 
 9 AM - MASS (+Rose & Charles Pieczynski)  Live feed/Video FSB 
 4 PM - Confirmation Year 1& 2 

FSB: Fr. Steve Brice  FDL: Fr. Dennis Lynch FDP: Fr. Don Przybylski 

2151 Stanley Street 
715-344-9117 
 
May 17, 2020 

www.HolySpiritStevensPoint.org 

Monthly Grief Support Group Resumes 
 

“You may say: It’s too much -- all this grief, all this violence 
and injustice, it’s too hard. You are right: The mind can compre-
hend one death, but it cannot comprehend thousands . . . . Mother 
Theresa once said, “If I look at the mass, I will never act. If I look 
at the one, I will.” And so, begin with one. Can you choose one per-

son to practice wondering about? Can you listen to the story they 
have to tell? If your fists tighten, or your heart beats fast, or if 
shame rises to your face, it’s ok. Breath through it. Trust that you 
can. The heart is a muscle: the more you use it, the stronger it be-
comes.”  -- Valarie Kaur, See No Stranger: a Memoir and Mani-
festo of Revolutionary Love 
 

Last week, the death toll from the novel coronavirus sur-
passed 80,000 in the United States. Last week, as has been 
true each week since the “Safer-at-Home” initiative took ef-
fect, members of our parish died or had family members die - 
sometimes unexpectedly. And, throughout this time many 
of us have noted the anniversary of the death of a loved one, 
and; some of us have been newly diagnosed with chronic 
diseases we are aware will ultimately lead to our deaths. 
 

Without question, the personal griefs we bear are being exac-
erbated by the communal grief we bear as we experience the 
uncertainty and insecurity wrought by the coronavirus pan-
demic. However personal our grieving is, it needn’t be private 
and unattended. In fact, St. Paul, in his mercy and wisdom, 
compels us to share in the consolation of God as expressed 
through the Christian community: “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 
and God of all consolation, who encourages us in our every 
affliction, so that we may be able to encourage those in any 
trouble with the consolation we ourselves have received from 
God (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)." 
 

If you are in need of encouragement and consolation, or have 
some to offer, please consider participating in the monthly 
Grief Support Group being offered on the second Monday 
evening of the month, beginning June 8th at 6:30 p.m., via 
the ZOOM conferencing video and telephone platform. For 
more information about this group, or to register 
to participate, please contact Ginny Williams, ginny28-
@live.com, or Harry Magee,  hmagee5@gmail.com, or call 
the Ministry Center, 344-9117.  

https://revolutionarylove.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffa1242a6691785223b2f5e1&id=ca0bf1e6e8&e=55c8aaa6a6
https://revolutionarylove.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffa1242a6691785223b2f5e1&id=ca0bf1e6e8&e=55c8aaa6a6
mailto:ginny28@live.com
mailto:ginny28@live.com
mailto:hmagee5@gmail.com
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PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Justine Brilowski, Casey Davis,  

John Eckendorf, Bill Fehrenbach, Mary Ann 
Krems, Eric Leary, Bob Ostrowski,  

Paul Peterson, Joanna Slattery, 
Ginny Williams, Susan Zach 

 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Chairs: John Clifford, Vern Schroth 

Dear People of Holy Spirit Parish: 
 

 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father  
  and you are in me and I in you.” (John14:20) 
 

Just before Mass last weekend we pastors received the awaited let-
ter from Bishop Callahan giving us his directives for how we are to 
be church during the time the Badger Bounce Back Plan is in effect. 
In general, it appears Bishop Callahan is taking a more cautious  
approach with the reopening of parishes. Basically he is telling us to wait in place. 
Here are excerpts from his May 8th letter to us pastors: 

 

The directives of 19 March 2020 for the Diocese of La Crosse continue as previously 

outlined. 

 

All public Masses are suspended at this time. Holy Mass should continue to be 
celebrated privately in all parishes. Continue to fulfill the intentions for the given 
date in a private Mass, one Mass for each intention. The only occasions at which the lay 
faithful may attend Mass in the Diocese of La Crosse are: 

 1. At the express invitation of the priest-celebrant, due to the lay faithful 
 having requested the Mass intention; nine persons or fewer. 
 2. At a wedding Mass; nine persons or fewer. 
 3. At a funeral Mass; nine persons or fewer. 
No parking lot masses, cemetery Masses, outdoor Masses, Communion outside of Mass, 
parking lot rosaries or other events should be celebrated at this time. 

 

At this time, I am making the following additions to the previous issued directives. 
Permission is granted for the following occasions at which the lay faithful (nine or 
fewer) may be invited to attend a private Mass in the Diocese of La Crosse at the 
invitation of the Pastor. 

 -Baptism of the Elect and reception into full communion of candidates 

 may be celebrated in a private Mass: One Mass per candidate; nine 
 persons or fewer in attendance at any time. 
 -First Communion: one family per private Mass; nine persons or fewer.  

 

The Bishop goes on to talk about Confirmations and deacon and priest Ordinations. 
Priest Unity Days, scheduled for the end of June, are cancelled and Ordinations will 
be celebrated “if possible” June 23 for deacons and June 27 for priests.  

 

He also mentions that the Bishops of Wisconsin have developed a liturgy for 
distributing Communion outside of Mass that will be tested in the Madison Diocese 
before being approved for the rest of us. He closes: 

 

For anything further—don’t do it, unless you hear from me—or Fr. Dhein. God be with 
you…+William.  

 

Again, this was a letter addressed to priests, who evidently have been trying lots of 
ways to get around the Governor’s directives. Thus the Bishop’s blunt final com-
ment: “don’t do it.” 

 

I am aware of a disagreement regarding cemeteries that has to get worked out. 
Bishop Callahan in his letter of March 19th , which he says in this letter remains in 
place, said “The guidelines of ten people or fewer should be followed for all parish 
gatherings whether that is a private Mass, a gathering, a meeting or an outdoor 
event.” (Underlining mine). Area funeral directors say their legal guidance from 
above says when outside, like at a cemetery, the numbers are unlimited as long as 
social distancing is observed. I will keep you posted as this gets resolved.  

 

The Bishop’s letter come just in time. Next Sunday we will be blessing the marriage 
of Preston Genett and Kate Collins. They have been legally married for a number of 
years but now seek to add the spiritual dimension and sacramental bond to their 
relationship. It will be Sunday afternoon with less than ten people present. I will let 
them know the whole family is rejoicing with them.  

 

And, I’ll make sure they know that they are in Christ 
and Christ is in them. 

Keep in touch 
 

We will continue to use email and 
Flocknote to be in touch with you. 

Facebook provides not only a way to be 
in touch but also to take part in daily 
and Sunday Mass through a Live Video 
Feed.  Log into the parish Facebook 
page, Holy Spirit Parish, at 8:15 a.m. 
Tuesday through Friday and 9 a.m. on 
Sunday to watch the Mass live.  You 
can always watch these videos at any 
time, again, through our Facebook 
page. 
 

For those who are able, know that your 
financial support is greatly needed and 
appreciated.  You can mail your enve-
lopes to the parish or set up an auto-
matic bill pay with your bank.  The 
Diocese has set up an option that di-
rects debit and credit card  giving to 
each parish.  The link for this program 
can be found on the parish website.  
Questions?  Call Sr. Barb at 344-9117. 
 



Transitions of Grace 

 

Eternal Life:  We acknowledge the passing of Norm 
Zakrzewski.  May he rest in peace.  
 

Wedding Anniversaries:  These couples of the parish are 
celebrating significant years of marriage in May: 

 Ken and Anne Dachyk, 65 years, May 7 

 Richard and Delores Zakoski, 60 years, May 7 

 Bill and Judy Opiola, 50 years, May 9 

 Kevin and Sherri Hefferan, 25 years, May 13 

 Emmett and Marian Polum, 60 years, May 14 

 Bob and Ellie Brush, 55 years, May 15 

 Everest and Esther Woyak, 55 years, May 22 

 Bob and Linda Pallen, 50 years, May 23 
 James and Mary Pavelski, 65 years, May 30 

Diocesan Annual Appeal Update 

 

Each year the parishes of the La Crosse Diocese join hands 
to make sure essential ministries 
are provided in our Diocese and 
throughout the world.  Those min-
istries include the training of 
priests, professional support to par-
ishes, and charitable works outside 
the Diocese from disaster relief to 
spreading the Gospel.   
 

Donations to this year’s Diocesan 
Annual Appeal need to be to the Diocese by June 26th.  We 
remain $40,505 short of our $118,185 assessment.  What 
ever is not paid by the 26th becomes interest bearing debt 
for us.  Contributions need to be sent to:   Diocesan Annu-
al Appeal, PO Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602.  Please put 
“Holy Spirit Parish” in the notation line. 
 

Salvation Army Meal Ministry 
 

For years, Holy Spirit Parish has provid-
ed dinner every Tuesday evening for our 
Salvation Army neighbors. We are look-
ing for people who would be willing to 
prepare dinner and drop it off at their 
door. (Keeping yourself and them safe). 
If you are able to help, contact Patty 
Noel at pattynoel3209@aol.com or    
715-341-1473. 

Construction/Renovation Update 
 

With the landscaping done around the new Ministry Center 
exterior, the bucket list for Phase I is getting shorter and 
shorter.  The third handrail for the stairs leading up to the 
church and toe-bump-less carpeting are coming soon.  Work 
for Phase II is now well underway. 
 

The following financial summary gained us approval from the 
diocese to proceed with Phase II. 
 

 Project Costs 
  Ellis Construction known costs $602,564 
  Ellis Contingency funds   $200,000 
  New Sound System      $37,000 
  Asbestos Removal      $50,000 
  Total      $889,564 
 

 Loan from Diocese for Phase I   $418,000 
 

 Total Liabilities              $1,307,564 
  

 Resources to cover liabilities 
  Cash      $130,692 
  Savings (from sale of Newman)  $370,756 
  Pledges (due by 12/2023)   $917,849 
  Total               $1,419,299 
 

 Excess revenue over liabilities   $111,735 
 

The excess is what we will need for interest payments on the 
loan.  If you take out the $170,000 allotted for the painting of 
the church, since we won’t tackle that till next summer, we 
have more than enough between cash and savings on hand to 
cover the rest of the Phase I project list, barring large unfore-
seen costs.  Thus, it was agreed by our building committee 
and Ellis Construction to maximize efficiency and minimize 
costs by doing the majority of the Phase II projects all at once, 
instead of spreading them out over the year as originally 
planned.   
 

Since this report was sent, interest in adding video capacity 
for taping and live streaming masses has grown.  With donors 
who have already come forward and savings from a much 
lower than expected bid on asbestos removal we are looking 
at bids on systems ranging from $15 to $30 thousand dollars. 
 

The new schedule has the work on the HVAC (Heating, ven-
tilation and air conditioning) beginning right after Memorial 
day and finishing late June to early July.   Then, the Baptist-
ery, lighting, electrical and sound system work would begin, 
finishing by September.  Along the way the bell tower would 
be repaired and the church re-tuck pointed. This leaves the 
painting of the Church 
till a time our pledges 
have come in and the 
painters have an opening 
in their schedule.  Apart 
from the painting, when 
we are able to gather 
again in church as a 
whole parish family, it 
shall be a renovated 
church!! 

Thanks! 
 

Mobile Pantry thanks all for their generous mone-
tary donations in April.   This money will be used to 
purchase food and other household items for those 
in need in rural Portage County. 

mailto:pattynoel3209@aol.com


Laudato Si Anniversary 
 

In honor of the 5th anniversary of the publica-
tion of the Encyclical Laudato Si', Pope Francis 
asks: “What kind of world do we want to leave 
to those who will come after us, to children who 
are growing up?"  Motivated by this question, he 
says, “I would like to invite you to participate 
in Laudato Si' Week from 16-24 May 2020. It is a 
global campaign on the occasion of the fifth an-
niversary of the encyclical letter Laudato si': On 
the care of our common home.”  A link to the activi-
ties for this week can be found on our parish 
website in the “Spiritual Enrichment”  area. 

 

 

Being a catechist is a vocation of service in the church, a 
gift of the Holy Spirit that fills and changes lives with 
joy. 
Thank you to this year's parish catechists, aides and 
subs who have served so faithfully in the classroom, in 
the undercroft, from the pews and on-line! 
 

"Even when the task seems too much, the resources too few, 
the obstacles too great, it should never be forgotten that yours 
is a holy work. The Holy Spirit is present wherever the name 
of Christ is proclaimed. He is in our midst whenever we lift 

up our hearts and minds to God in prayer. He will give you the light and 
strength you need!” - Pope Francis 

Support for those in need 
 

Because of the Coronavirus, each and every one of us is experi-
encing enormous changes, and growing challenges, in our daily 
life. For the first time, you may find yourself filing for unem-
ployment benefits and waiting anxiously for a check; you may 
be confronted with the agonizing decision of whether to pay 
the utility bill or buy groceries; you may no longer be able to 
care for yourself and your loved ones in ways familiar and 
comfortable to you, and you are grieving and needing support.  
 

Please know that you are not alone in your need, or in your 
uncertainty about when and where to ask for help. Below is a 
list of community agencies that can assist you with securing 
food, paying bills, etc. In addition to this list, the parish is of-
fering grocery gift cards to parishioners who ask and encourag-
ing you to draw on our 
Works of Mercy fund. 
Contributing to this 
fund, if you are able, is 
also most welcomed. 
Finally, having some-
one to talk and pray 
with may ease some of 
the burden of this 
time. Whatever your concern, please call  the parish office:   
344-9117 ext. 1. We are here to help. 
 

Emergency Services  715-344-7438 
Refers to:  Operation Bootstrap 

Food Pantry, clothing, shelter, medical & dental assistance, 
housewares,  transportation assistance, holiday baskets and 
other emergency needs 
 

United Way 211 
 

CAP Services 715-343-7175 
Registration for various assistance programs 
 

Family Crisis Center 1616 West River Drive 715-343-7125 

Facility and phone staffed 24/7 
Full pantry, household supplies, grocery gift cards 
 

Energy Assistance Program 715-344-5999 
 

Stevens Point Area School District 

Weekday grab and go breakfast and lunch to any child 18 or 
under, regardless of enrollment. Pick up between 10 a.m. and  

noon at any area public school. 
 

Boys and Girls Club of Stevens Point 941 Michigan  

Avenue 
Boys and Girls Club of Plover 2401 Cedar Drive 
Daily grab and go snack and dinner to any child 18 or under. 
Friday Backpack for Hope with food for a family for the week-
end. 
 

Hunger Task Force Families with children eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals attending schools with closures due to the 
pandemic are eligible to receive a pre-loaded EBT card for every 
eligible card in an amount no less than the value of school 
lunch and breakfast for the amount of time their school will be 
closed.  This, recently approved, benefit is available through a 
USDA Wisconsin for Pandemic EBT program included in the 
Families First Coronavirus Response Act.  For more infor-
mation contact the Director of Advocacy at Hunger Task 
Force by email at maureen@hun-gertaskforce.org. 
 

Aging & Disability Center Meals During Pandemic 
1519 Water Street    715-346-1401 
Grab and go meals are available to those over 60 years of age 
on Wednesdays.  One hot meal and up to 6 frozen meals can 
be picked up each week.  Must call  to pre-register. 
 

Meals on Wheels 41 Park Ridge Drive 715-341-0081 

Currently, delivering cold meals 5 days a week and hot meals 2 
days a week. 
 

Salvation Army Hope Center 1600 Briggs Street, St. Pt.    
715-341-2437 
Housing, Full Pantry 
Daily Meals to Go. Emergency food share on weekends. 
 

Community Thrift Store & Food Pantry 2124 Rice Street  

715-344-7395 
Food Pantry Each Tuesday   10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
 

Interfaith Food Pantry 2820 Post Road, Plover 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays         5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Welcome 2 times per month 
 

Rosholt Food Pantry 247 Depot Street, Rosholt 
1st & 3rd Mondays 3 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
 

Mobile Pantry 715-341-9922 
Monthly food pantry delivery to residents in outlying areas 
2nd and 4th Thursday of each month 
 

 



 

POINT CATHOLIC SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 
Our college seniors have overcome what had to be the hardest 
semester of their college careers. We are unable to recognize 
them at mass this year, but I wanted to highlight them regard-
less. I am so proud of each one of them for their dedication to 
their academics, along with a strong commitment to their faith 
throughout college. We wish them all the best in their future 
endeavors and I am grateful we could surround them with a lov-
ing and supportive faith community while in college. I look for-
ward to welcoming the incoming students in the fall and foster-
ing that same positive and faith filled environment for all we 
encounter here at Point Catholic and Holy Spirit Parish. 


