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S hould you continue to worship and continue to serve as a member of Holy Spirit Parish?  This annual report you hold in 
your hands answers this question with a resounding “Yes” by demonstrating that we are deeply engaged in Christ’s work in 

this world. Please read carefully through the following pages considering if your gifts of time, talent and treasure are well invest-
ed.  Then pray over how God is calling you to serve him in this coming year.  Let us know what you hear the Spirit calling you 
to by renewing your parish membership, indicating what ministry areas you wish to be involved in and pledging your financial 
support.  The forms to do so will be mailed to you next week. 
 

In the midst of this perfect storm of pandemic, economic crisis, racial upset and conflicted elections, Holy Spirit parish has re-
mained a steady fountain of faith, hope and love.  Back in April, after the economy started closing down, a nervous pastor pro-
posed diverting funds from our building fund to cover future shortfalls in income. He was met with a resounding “absolutely 
not” from staff, finance council and parish members. To this pastor’s amazement, not only have building fund pledges contin-
ued to flow steadily, allowing us to keep many local contractors em-
ployed these past six months as we have renovated the Church, but 
weekly stewardship income has also remained surprisingly strong. 
Over and above meeting parish needs and our ongoing charitable 
works, unsolicited members have contributed over $10,000 to a fund 
to assist people in need due to Covid related issues.  $6,500.00 of 
that has already been disbursed. 
 

Though in smaller settings and with masked faces, we have contin-
ued to nurture the souls of our families celebrating Baptisms, First 
Communions, Weddings, Anointings, Funerals and vibrant weekday 
and weekend liturgies.  Though so much more needs to be done, we 
have teams of volunteers calling our elderly and solitary to insure 
they have the support they need. Recently, younger people have 
come forward to take the place of our team of Eucharistic Ministers 
to the Homebound who because of their own age have not felt safe 
to exercise their ministry.  We have continued to form our families 
in faith through a virtual faith-sharing group and book study, a sum-
mer “staycation” bible school program and the engagement of our 
Confirmation students with service in the community. 
 

In a society characterized by shouting and denouncing we have been 
led by parish mixed race families to hold listening and dialogue ses-
sions around the issue of race.  By rooting ourselves in the teachings 
of Christ and the Catholic Church we are building common ground 
between polarized parties on the moral issues of our day.  As a com-
munity of faith, we are prayerfully preparing to participate in the 
coming national elections by openly discussing the values at stake. 
 

It is no doubt that this perfect storm has moved more students than usual to seek out support from Point Catholic Campus 
Ministry in these first weeks of the school year.  We are here for them.  Not somehow to shelter them from the storm, but to 
navigate through it with them. They need to grow into people who worship and serve in a world as complex as ours. 
 

Has our world ever been in greater need of communities of faith, hope and love?  Read the full story about Holy Spirit Parish in 
the following pages, then renew and deepen your commitment to Christ by renewing and deepening your commitment to Holy 
Spirit Parish.  We are simply those He has called to worship and sent to serve. 

Disciples Called To Worship and Sent To Serve                                                                      Fr. Steve Brice 

Combined Parishes /Holy Spirit Membership 

Baptisms, Funerals and Weddings 



A t Point Catholic we strive to “treat each individual as a unique child of God 
and work to form lifelong disciples who are ready for the challenges of the 
21st century.” Members of our Campus Ministry Committee are Kevin Czerwinski, 

Michele Miller, Julie Zsido, Kathy Budelier, Amanda Filtz & Jessica Enstad.  
 

2019-2020 year: We kicked off the school year with our usual events including Bible 
Studies, Student Suppers, Late Night Mass and our Fall Retreat. The Retreat theme 
was Encountering Love and took place at the Wisconsin Lions Camp in Rosholt.  
 

As the semester progressed, we began to pack and prepare for our move out of the Newman Center. The Campus Minister ba-
ton was passed from Zach Laughlin to Jessica Enstad at the new year. Zach pursued other jobs following his passions and Jessi-
ca moved from Student Social Justice Coordinator to our Full Time Campus Minister after graduating from UWSP in Decem-
ber.  
 

The last few weeks in the Newman Center were filled with life & love as we held our last Busy Student Retreat which conclud-
ed with a farewell ceremony at the Newman Center. A few weeks later, we were able to gather to bless and dedicate our new 
Ministry Center before the world drastically changed just days after. 
 

Our first Student Supper was held in Spirit Hall and then three, short days later, students packed up and moved home to finish 
the rest of the semester online. I, along with the rest of the world, was taken aback with the sudden succession of events. I had 

to adapt to stay connected and keep the faith in our students alive even from home. 
So... Point Catholic went virtual!!  
 

There were so many unknowns and the world was changing by the minute and I 
knew I needed to do all I could to maintain relationships with our students as they 
faced the last two months of the semester online and at home away from our com-
munity. We continued to hold our weekly Bible Studies, Student Suppers, Late 
Night Mass and peer ministry all virtually, while increasing our social media pres-
ence to connect even more.  
 

We all navigated the summer months anxiously waiting and anticipating what the fall would bring. The fall is here and stu-
dents are back! We are ready to bring Campus Ministry to students in a unique and different way this year! It has been won-
derful to see students on campus and in church again! I look forward to what’s to come this year!  
 

Goals for the 2020-2021 year:  

 To grow and build our Point Catholic community while staying connected to all those who are apart from us this 
year.  

 Run campus ministry in a unique & dynamic way by offering all of our events in hybrid formats to connect with all 

those on campus and reaching those who are at home.  

 To strengthen the relationships between students through a new peer ministry outreach.  

Point Catholic Campus Ministry: A Year of Transition                                                          Jessica Enstad 

I t’s nearly time to bid farewell to the fabulous crew at Ellis Construction.  From beginning 
to end, they have done a fantastic job!  With the leadership of Project Managers Jim Ander-

son and Pat Pierce and Architect/Designers Steve Chizzo and Soua Cheng the building is well 
engineered and beautifully designed!  The work couldn’t have been completed without the 
coordination and hard work of Jobsite Supervisors Nick Cisewski on Phase I and Chris 
Lemanczyk on Phase II.  Their juggling of timing for many, many subcontractors and blend-
ing of everyone’s schedule was really well done!  As if that wasn’t enough work for them 
they were the first here and last out each day after a long day of construction/carpentry. 
 

Next up is work on the sound  
and video system in 
the church.  Our con-
tractor/consultant 

crew from Audio Architects will be onsite in the next 
week to bring much-needed new technology to the 
church.  Then we have a break until next summer when 
we’ll work with Church Interiors to bring a new interi-
or paint design and project through to completion! 

Nearing the Finish Line … For Now                                                                                       Lee Olsen 



Social Justice - Working to Better the World                                                                   Deacon Rick Letto 

T he Vision Statement for the Social Justice Committee is to “empower Holy Spirit Parish, according to the Social 
Teachings of the Catholic Church, to meet the needs of all Creation with love, prayer, and service through acts 

of Social Justice and Charitable Works in our community, nation, and world”. 
 

This past year has been a very busy year for the Social Justice Committee! But, before we move on to discuss our activities of 
the 2019-2020 Church Year, we would like to acknowledge the loss of a key member of our Social Justice Committee and an 
ardent advocate for Social Justice, Mary Ann Krems. Mary Ann was a vibrant member of our committee but also our communi-
ty. She embodied the vision of our committee and will be truly missed.  
 

Our current committee members include: David Baker, Patricia Boylan, Karen Clifford, Richard Hoffmann, Deacon Rick 
Letto (Chairperson), Harry Magee, Arlene Meyerhofer, John and Patty Noel, Clint Schultz, Emily 
Stanislawski (Campus Ministry Representative), Carol Steltenpohl, Marilyn Slusarski, Jim Wiese, 
Bob Wolensky, Susan Zach, Rosan Zahn 
 

We participated in the Parish Budgeting process by identifying a budget for various Charitable 
Works and Justice related ministries. Our budget was presented to Parish and Finance Councils 
for approval. 
 

During the 2019-2020 church year various committee members and parishioners participated in a 
variety of Charitable Works and Social Justice ministries that included: 
 

Ongoing Ministries 

Monthly Matthew 25 food collections for various community organizations 
Christmastide Giving provided various items to community organizations 

Feeding Hungry Kids provided nutrition for middle and high school students 
Salvation Army meals prepared weekly for residents at the Salvation Army 

Hope Center 
Haiti Mission to help raise funds for teacher salaries helping to educate the chil-

dren 
Christmas Dinner was prepared to provide those in the community a meal at 

Christmas 
Fair Trade sales helps to bring awareness of a meaningful wage for coop farmers 
 

New Ministries 

Haiti Well Project; we are raising funds to build a well for the school and parish  
Voter Registration; provided educational series on voter registration & absentee ballots 
Student Voter Registration; working with Student Government Association at UWSP to assist students with voter 

registration 
Franciscans Downtown; volunteers spending time in “Ministry of Presence and Hospitality” 
Rent Ready; a community program providing rent assurance to community members in need 

Sub-Committee on Racism; hosted listening session and reviewed Bishops Pastoral Letter “Open Wide Our Hearts” 
to eradicate racism 

Sub-Committee on the Environment; “Climate Change in Wisconsin” presentation, promoted Earth Week and 
Walk for the Earth 

Advocacy: a letter writing campaign against the Deportation of Hmong and Laotian Community Members. Letters 

were sent to various US House and Senate members. 
Feed My Hungry Children; packaged bags of rice to be shipped to 3rd world countries 
 

2020-2021 – A Look Ahead; Areas of Future Interest 
 

The Social Justice Team, in addition to continuing the efforts of the past years, has also looked at 
various other areas of interest for the future. We will continue to explore ways to help empower 
our parishioners to live out Catholic Social Teachings as shared by our Catholic Bishops. Some of 
the future areas of involvement to be explored are: 
 

Respect Life/Right to Life/End of Life Issues 
Economic Justice Community Organizing Project 

Human Trafficking 
Immigration 
Prison Ministry 

Boys & Girls Club Mentors 



Members:  Tom Firkus, Adam Osypowski, Guy Gehrman, 
Michele Miller, Kathy Budelier, Deb Patoka, Chet Przybylski, 
Mary Przybylski and Mary Pionkowski 
 

Our mission statement: 

P rovide worship opportunities where all are welcome and 
welcomed; where 

each person feels support-
ed and encouraged to 
meet Jesus in a real and 
personal way; where we 
are strengthened to go 
forth to share our talents 
and resources with others 
within and beyond our 
parish 
 

Accomplishments this second year… 

 Met with our Liturgical ministers last Fall, in an evening 
to support, to unify and recommit to our ministries 

 Developed a Technology Team to live stream our Masses 
and other programs  during the pandemic 

 Studied the Diocesan Covid guidelines and worked to 
adapt a safe environment for parishioners to physically 
attend Mass during the Covid pandemic here at Holy 
Spirit Parish 

 Started and continued to work with leaders in each Litur-
gical ministry so as to adapt their ministry for the Covid  

  pandemic time 

 Developed small groups who met to help prayerfully plan 
this past Advent and Lenten Seasons 

 Developed new ways to keep our parishioners connected 
during the Covid pandemic 

 Provided live stream Masses each Sunday and most 
weekdays during the Covid pandemic 

 Offered some contemporary Christian video music to live 
steam as preludes to our Weekend live stream 

 

 We have set the following goals for the coming 
year… 

 Continue to educate ourselves in the liturgy and celebrat-
ing the sacraments  

 Continue to evaluate our church renovations, church 
painting, decorating, placement of handicap spaces and 
chairs  

 Continue to evaluate 
changing Covid circum-
stances related to our 
public gathering for Mass 
and other meetings 

 Look ahead as to how we 
will promote people safe-
ly coming back to full 
attendance at Mass once 
the Covid concerns are 
medically lifted.  

Sacred Worship Committee’s Year in Review      
                Mary Pionkowski 

F amily Life Ministries vision is to… “invite all to feel wel-
comed and cherished as members of our parish family, 

and to deepen our connections through ministries of compas-
sion, small group gatherings and fellowship events that re-
flect the love of Christ.” 
 

Our 2019-2020 Committee members are:  Tim Budelier, Jo-
Ann Chase, William Clark, Karen Gilman, Nancy Huspeni, 
Carolyn Laude, Karalyn Peterson, Marian Scheider, Mike 
Sowiak, Ginny Williams, Sarah Zaborowski 
 

Our goals for 2020-2021 include: 
 

 Continue to define Family Life Ministries.  To more in-
tentionally create an environment, through fellowship 
events and small groups in which parishioners may better 
get to know one another and share in meaningful and 
supportive relationships, in and through our Lord, Jesus 
Christ 

 Assess past and current programs, activities, and events 
related to our parish family life.  This includes our Minis-

tries of Accompaniment, which 
are the Arimathean Grief Ministry 
Team, the FOCCUS marriage 
preparation facilitators, First baby 
baskets, meals for new parents, 
Leaders of Prayer and lay volun-
teers who facilitate a monthly 
prayer service with communion at 

Atrium, Volunteer Homebound Eucharistic Ministries, 
and the Poinsettia program during Advent.  Assist with 
socials for parish gatherings as able. 

 Continue to support Cub and Scout troops, the Holy 
Name Society for Men, the Parish Council of Catholic 
Women (PCCW) and the Thrive Mom’s Group 

 Organized “Let the Children Come” to assist children in 
following the Mass 

 Possible new activities include: a Veteran’s support 
group, a men’s support 
group, assisting with 
Alpha, assist in provid-
ing face masks for 
Mass, “Love Thy 
Neighbor” outreach, 
and obtain volunteers 
to sanitize after Masses 

 Continue to identify needs based on our vision statement 

 Present our budget to the Finance Council and Parish 
Council 
 

In the last year we’ve had some new members join the com-
mittee and some have left.  We thank those who have gone 
on to other endeavors and look forward to others joining us. 
 

With the Covid-19 regulations, it has been difficult for us to 
gather.  It is important for the parish to keep us apprised of 
what is going on in the parish.  It’s encouraging to note that 
even in the midst of the pandemic, we continue to grow into 
becoming closer as a family. 

Family Life: Looking to Life after Covid Jo Ann Chase  



Sharing Our Gifts: Pledges Update                                                                                          Becky Jirous 

T he Ministry Center is completed except for the church painting, tuck pointing and audio/visual system! Since 2017, the vast 
majority of the donors have faithfully made their installment payments. We’ve also received some memorial donations as 

well as additional donor gifts beyond the original pledges. Some pledge installment payments are scheduled until December 
2023. We’ve also experienced defaulted pledges whereby donors who could not complete their pledges due to death, relocation, 
etc. 
 

While the initial deposits and subsequent installment payments have contributed greatly to our project payments, Holy Spirit 
Parish did borrow from the Diocese of La Crosse to pay construction bills in a timely manner. The Diocese loans funds to mem-
ber churches at a favorable interest rate. Our current interest payment is $1,200 per month. As donors continue their install-
ment payments, we will begin to pay-off the Diocesan loan.  
 

I have been approached by donors who ask if 
they can send “extra” money toward their 
pledge balance due – and the answer is YES! – 

and a fair number of you have done just that. 
Earlier payment of pledges will help reduce our 
interest costs and allow us to repay the loan 
more quickly. 
 

If you are new to Holy Spirit Parish or in a fi-
nancial position to further contribute to the 
building fund, I ask that you prayerfully con-
sider fulfilling the pledges that others were un-
able to fulfill. Please feel free to contact me if 
you’d like to further discuss adopting all or a 
portion of an unfulfilled pledge. 
 

I am thankful for the pleasant, bright and mod-
ern atmosphere I am fortunate to work in. 

O h what a fiscal year it has been. The first 6 months flew 
by. December was a great month. From a fiscal stand-

point Revenues were $25,000 greater than Expenses for the 
month and $20,000 ahead Year to Date. The next 3 months 
were a whirlwind of activity as Phase 1 of the Building Cam-
paign was completed on time and under budget. By the end of 
March, Revenue was $40,000 behind budget and YTD Expens-
es were $32,840 greater than YTD Revenue. 
 

The last 3 months were nothing short of miraculous!  Peo-
ple adapted their giving by mailing in their donations in-
stead of putting them into a collection basket. Online & 
ACH giving were also used by many parishioners. While 
it’s true that Total Revenue for the year was $958,151 and 
($72,075) behind budget; to only fall an additional $32,000 
behind budget in the last 3 months without having any 
attendance at masses is incredible! Note that Expenses also 
were under budget. Salaries and Ministries were both 
about ($33,000) under budget. School Support was 
($27,394) under budget thanks to Pacelli Catholic Schools 
cutting our subsidy payments in half for the last 3 months. 
 

The only Expense things over budget were Facilities & 
Utilities and “Other”. The Facilities & Utilities were over 
budget due to heating the new ministry center during the 
winter construction and some unexpected minor repairs. 
The “Other” category includes some Capital Expenditures 
that were not budgeted and paying off the Diocesan Annu-

al Appeal to the tune of $24,916 also not budgeted. So adjust-
ing the year end ($43,032) excess Expense over Revenue by the 
$24,916 means that regular operations finished the year at only 
($18,116) shortfall of Revenue to Expense. At the end of March 
Expenses were $32,840 greater than Revenue so the last 3 
months of the fiscal year we actually had Revenues greater 
than expenses to the tune of $14,724. Miraculous in-
deed!  Thank you for your tremendous commitment to the 
ministries of Holy Spirit Parish and so to Christ! 

Finance Council Fiscal Year News                                                                                            John Clifford 



“When a person falls in love with Jesus, that person becomes a disciple of Jesus.  Just ask the Saints, they knew Jesus and they knew he died, 
rose and opened heaven for them.  In turn, they were willing to die to self for him and bring him as many new friends as they could in their 

lifetimes.  Because of my role with faith formation I have been learning more about these wonderful heroes. I feel the more we learn about the 
Saints, they will bring us closer to Jesus, and the better we know Jesus, we will come to love him more and more.  And because of this love we 
have for Him, we will want to be His disciples, who go out into the world to be His heart and hands to all we meet.” 
                 Renee Brzezinski, Coordinator of Grade 1-6 Faith Formation 
 

T he vision of Holy Spirit’s Faith Formation program is to “engage and awaken people of all ages to 

the lifelong process of seeking Jesus through faith growth experiences.” At Holy Spirit, these expe-
riences can, and do, take many forms: Sacrament Preparation (especially, the Sacraments of Initiation: 
Baptism, First Holy Communion, Confirmation and the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults), Chil-
dren’s Liturgy of the Word, religious education for our children, youth and families, youth ministry ac-
tivities and service events, small faith-sharing groups for adults, adult book studies, intercessory prayer, 
and the enjoyment of guest speakers and retreats. Through all of these opportunities, we have the 
chance to deepen our relationships with one another and with Jesus Christ as we laugh, learn, love and live 
the Gospel. 
  

In the last year, 7 infants were baptized, 22 children celebrated their first reconciliation and first Holy Com-
munion and 17 young adults were confirmed. Over 150 children and youth participated in some form of 
religious education and service. An equal number of adults shared in a variety of small discipleship groups. 
Many of our religious education families welcomed family-centered, home-based activities during the Ad-
vent and Easter Quarters. 
 

Although the pandemic derailed the continuation of in-person Faith Formation beginning in mid-March, we 
developed virtual formation opportunities in order to send weekly content to our families with younger 
children in preparation for each Lord’s Day Mass; to continue student preparation for First Holy 
Eucharist and Confirmation; to offer a five day summer “Staycation” Bible School program; to 
share in the Alpha Summer Pilot Series for adults and to host a virtual book discussion centered 
on “Reading, Praying, Living the US Bishops’ Open Wide Our Hearts.” 
 

In the coming year, our greatest desire is to build upon the goodness and mercy of God and, 
opening our hearts one to another, deepen our awareness of and response to the grace God offers 
us. 
 

We learn first of God’s goodness and mercy in our homes, “the first school of love.” Home has 
been, and remains, a haven for many as COVID19 continues to curtail interactions and activities. 
It seems a good year, then, to introduce our Grades 1-6 families to a simple and rich family-

centered, home-based curriculum called A Family of Faith. Our lead catechists will support and 
encourage these families in the giving and receiving of Life and Love as families work through 
shared lessons and activities at home. 
 

We will use “hybrid” instruction for our upper grades, providing both in-person and virtual teach-
ing and large and small group discussion. Our 7th and 8th graders will continue with 
LifeTeen’s Edge program while our Years 1 and 2 Confirmation students will engage with 

Teen Alpha. Both programs focus on the building of trust and relationships through hospitality, 
acceptance and encouragement as, together, we come to know and love Jesus more fully. Our 
Year 3 Confirmandi will work with their Sponsors to articulate what it is they believe and are 
confirming. We will celebrate the Rite of Confirmation with them in November. Finally, we are ex-

cited to welcome UW-SP student Lizzy Novak as our Youth Minister! She will lead a wonder-
ful array of twice-monthly social and service events through which our youth may build commu-
nity and grow in discipleship. 
 

Upcoming Formation Events for Adults include our September Spirit Nights Mission with Jesse 
Manibusan; the Fall and Spring Alpha Series in which guests may explore with one another what 
gives life meaning and what may bring a sense of inner joy and fulfillment; a November Women’s 
Retreat on Meeting our Grace in marriage, parenting and service; an adult film and discussion series, 
and; a Spring Lenten experience in Group Spiritual Direction led by two certified Spiritual Direc-
tors. 
 

Please plan to participate! Engage and awaken the soul to the deep and abiding love of God, the 

healing friendship of Jesus and the powerful encouragement of the Holy Spirit. 

Faith Formation is Forever! Building a Life-Long Relationship with Jesus                     Julie Meadows 


