
 
3rd Sunday of Advent  
 

December 13, 2020 
www.HolySpiritStevensPoint.org 

 

All Meetings held via “Zoom” unless noted 
 

MONDAY 14 DEC / Nm 24:2-7, 15-17/Ps 25:4-9/Mt 21:23-27 

 SIGN UP FOR Dec 19/20 Public Masses 

 6:30 AM - St. Stephen Parish   

 6:30 PM - Grief Support Meeting 

 6:30 PM - PCCW Board Meeting 
 

TUESDAY 15 DEC / Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23/Mt 21:28-32 

SIGN UP FOR Dec 19/20 Public Masses 

 8:15 AM - Live Stream MASS (+Joseph Misiewicz) FSB 
 9:30 AM - Staff Meeting/Prayer 
 4 PM - Salvation Army Meal Ministry 
 6:30 PM - Advent Small Group 
 

WEDNESDAY 16 DEC / Is 45:6-8, 18, 21-25/Ps 85:9-14/Lk 7:18-23 

 SIGN UP FOR Dec 19/20 Public Masses 

 8:15 AM - Live Stream MASS (+Irene Skibba) FSB 

 4:30 PM - Finance Council Meeting 
 6:30 PM - Sacrament of Reconciliation, Ministry Center 
 

THURSDAY 17 DEC / Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-4, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17 

 SIGN UP FOR Dec 19/20 Public Masses 

 8:15 AM - Live Stream MASS (+Mary Ann Powell) FSB 

 1 PM - Advent Small Group 

 6 PM - Pastoral Council 
 

FRIDAY 18 DEC / Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 

 8:15 AM - Live Stream MASS (+Don Soderberg) FSB 
 

SATURDAY 19 DEC /  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25/Ps 71:3-6, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25 

 9-10 AM - Reconciliation, Ministry Center/Library 

 5 PM - Public MASS (+Norbert Guzman) FSB 
 

4th Sunday Advent in Ordinary Time / DEC 19/20 
Sm 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16/Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

 

 8 AM Live Feed/Video MASS  (+Stan Wysocki)  FSB 
 10 AM - Public MASS (+Jim Graboski) FSB 

 

FSB: Fr. Steve Brice  FDL: Fr. Dennis Lynch FDP: Fr. Don Przybylski FTM: Fr. Todd Mlsna 

 
 

Solemnity of CHRISTMAS 
4 PM Christmas Eve - Live Stream on  
  YouTube only 
 *Only ministers required for Mass will be present at 
 this Mass - no general public attendance* 
 
 

7 PM Christmas Eve - Public Mass  
  Registration Required 
 *Sign up through the parish website or by calling  
 344-9117 x2.  In order to maintain Covid-19 safety 
 precautions “walk-ins” will not be allowed.* 
 
 

9 AM Christmas Morning - Public Mass  
  Registration Required 
 *Sign up through the parish website or by calling 
 344-9117 x2.  In order to maintain Covid-19 safety 
 precautions “walk-ins” will not be allowed.* 
 

 

Feast of the HOLY FAMILY   
Dec. 26/27 
5P Saturday - Public Mass/Registration Required 
 *Sign up through the parish website or by calling 344-9117 x2.   
 

8AM Sunday - Live Stream on YouTube only 
 

10AM Sunday - Public Mass/Registration Required 
 *Sign up through the parish website or by calling 344-9117 x2.   

 
 

Solemnity of MARY,  
MOTHER OF GOD 
8:15A Friday, Jan. 1- Live Stream on YouTube only 
 

Solemnity of the  
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD JAN. 2/3 

As we remember the Magi bringing their gifts to  
Bethlehem, this is the weekend we invite  

parishioners to bring contributions for the  
Christmastide Giving Project. 

 

5P Saturday - Public Mass/Registration Required 
 *Sign up through the parish website or by calling 344-9117 x2.   
 

8AM Sunday - Live Stream on YouTube only 
 

10AM Sunday - Public Mass/Registration Required 
 *Sign up through the parish website or by calling 344-9117 x2.   
 

 



Dear Holy Spirit Parish: 
 

   “Rejoice Always” 
     (I Thessalonians 5:16) 
 

It is from this opening line of the second reading on the Third Sun-
day of Advent that it gets the name “Gaudate” Sunday.  “Gaudate” is 
the  Greek word for “Rejoice.”  The pink candle further expresses the 
joy that breaks through all the purple hues of human life.  It is a natural tendency 
to feel that there is something wrong with us if in the midst of a world pandemic, 
environmental disasters, and conflicts of every sort we know peace and even joy.  
To the contrary, Paul, in this second reading urges the disciples, living in an even 
harsher world than ours, to remain rooted in joy and hope.  
 

Unearthly joy is breaking through in many ways in this open hearted Holy Spirit 
family.  We were intending to celebrate the Rite of Welcome at the 10:00am Mass 
today.  This is the Rite in which those seeking Easter Sacraments of Initiation 
(Baptism, Confirmation and Communion) first make their intention public.  How-
ever at our meeting last week we discovered that one candidate and two of our 
sponsors have tested positive for Covid 19.  
 

So this afternoon we are holding the Rite of Welcome via Zoom.  We will share it as 
a prelude to Mass next Sunday (the 20th) so you can see who we are praying for 
through the coming months.  The Rite of Welcome is not a final commitment so it 
is a normal part of the RCIA process for some to decide that the Sacraments of Ini-
tiation are not right for them at this time.  But God willing, this coming Easter we 
will celebrate the Baptism of Baba Riggs, his First Communion and his Confirma-
tion along with the Confirmations of Theresa Saucedo, Dona Warren and Ronald 
Kwaw.  What a cause for joy!! 
 

Another sign of Spirit and hope bubbling up in this community was celebrated after 
the 10:00am Mass today.  We drew winners for the parish Raffle.  Perhaps you re-
member that we dedicated the income from this raffle to the required updating of 
the old elevator that is our only handicapped access into Kostka Hall.  And maybe, 
like me, you doubted whether in these extremely difficult financial times we could 
even come close to raising that $8,000.00 expense.  Well, thanks to generous donors 
who covered prize expenses we will realize a profit of just over $14,000.00!!  Thank 
you Spirit Fest Committee for your unstoppable hope!  And thank you Holy Spirit 
Family for your unending generosity. 
 

Just in case you haven’t heard it else where, we have finally, after much delibera-
tion,  set the schedule for Christmas liturgies.  At the time of this writing we are 
still intending to offer Masses for people to gather as we do on Sunday.  But there is 
no way we could offer enough Masses for everyone who would like to attend.  Be-
sides the limitations of social distancing, there is the matter of sanitizing the build-
ing between Masses which would require staff to work much of the night.   
 

It is an agonizing decision to make but we are erring again on the side of caution 
and offering a limited number of in-person liturgies.  There will be a live streamed 
only Mass with all of the Christmas singing we love at 4:00pm Christmas Eve.  
Then there will be an instrumental only Masses open for in person attendance at 
7:00pm Christmas Eve and 9:00am Christmas Day.  Because of the planning fami-
lies must work through for holidays we are opening registration for Christmas litur-
gies a week earlier than usual.  Registration for attending in person Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day Masses opens tomorrow, Monday December 14th. 
 

And for those who don’t get my Pastoral Ponderings, we could add to our list of 
joys that UWSP enrollment for fall of 2021 is up 25% overthis year.  As students 
hunker down this exam week we all lift our hearts in joy. 

 
 

 
 

 
     

 

frsteve@holyspiritstevenspoint.org
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frtoddmlsna@aol.com 

 
deaconrick@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

, Administrative Coordinator 

lee@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

, Campus Ministry Director 

jessica@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

, Finance Director 

becky@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

, Faith Formation Director 

 julie@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

Liturgical Music Director 

mary@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Justine Brilowski, Bill Fehrenbach, Bob 

Ostrowski, Paul Peterson, Chet Przybyl-
ski, Dave Rosenthal, Joanna Slattery, 

Ginny Williams, Susan Zach 
 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Chairs: John Clifford, Vern Schroth 

Keep in touch 
 

The Parish Offices are closed, howev-
er, during regular business hours, the 
staff is still working.  Be assured that 
email and voice mail are checked reg-
ularly by all staff members. We will 
continue to use email and Flocknote 
to be in touch with you. 
 
The Church is open for personal 
prayer between the hours of   8 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. daily. 
 
Log into the parish Facebook page, 
Holy Spirit Parish, at 8:15 a.m. 
Tuesday through Friday and 8 a.m. 
on Sunday to watch the Mass live.  
 
For those who are able, know that 
your financial support is greatly 
needed and appreciated.  You can 
mail your contributions or envelopes 
to the parish or call Becky at 344-
9117 and she will set up your auto-
matic giving with your bank. 



Stephen Ministries News!      Fr. Steve Brice 
 

An  exciting thing to share—Stephen Ministries are tak-
ing new team members!  So if you were wondering what 
you were going to to with several more months of shelter-
ing at home.... we have you covered!!  The training to be a 
Stephen Minister is twenty sessions.  While the schedule 
is still in the planning stages, JoAnn and Sherri hope to do 
training blocks on a Friday evening and Saturday over sev-
eral weekends. 
 

What again are Stephen Ministries?  This is a national 
program with years of experience that gives people the 
skills to be pastoral ministers, that is to be able to extend 
the love and compassion of Christ to people in need of 
support.  Those people could be the homebound, the hos-

pitalized, the grieving, 
the underemployed, 
those with a new baby 
to care fore, those car-
ing for a disabled or 

special needs family member, and any other situation 
where a person is need of some loving support. 
 

A Stephen Minister does not pretend to be a nurse or a 
counselor.  They are trained to honor those professional 
boundaries.  A Stephen Minister is trained to listen and 
assure another person they are loved and not alone, which 
is in many cases what the person is in need most of all. 
 

My hope is that all of our homebound & nursing home 
ministers, grief ministers, new baby ministers, and those 
wishing to help with hospital visitations will go through 
the Stephen Ministry Program  for two reasons.  One, the 
training will give you greater confidence and expand your 
skills. And secondly, part of the program is that Stephen 
Ministers meet with other ministers in a small group on 
regular basis for processing, supervision and continued 
training. 
 

It fills me with great hope as I imagine the day when we 
have scores of trained pastoral care ministers supporting 
parish members.  It will take the sense of community Ho-
ly Spirit has always prided itself for and take it to a whole 
new level! 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH GIVING 
Week Ending Dec. 4, 2020  

Parish Envelopes……….$6,578.00 
            ACH Giving……$4,763.18 
Offertory…………...…….$170.00 
                      Total:      $11,511.18 

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 
Target……………….$123,605 

Pledged/Contributed……$55,558 
Under Target…………$68,047 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
I don’t know if you recall, but everything you have  

and are is a gift from Him.   
The Diocesan Appeal is really all about doing  

His work… 
You should really seriously think about getting  

involved...Please consider making a gift. 
 

Of time, talent and treasure 

Holy Hour for Families 
 

Let’s all stand together as God’s family by praying to-
gether even a midst a pandemic.   Council 1170 of the 
Knights of Columbus is proud to continue a Holy Hour 
for families December 14, 2020 at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church 1709 Wyatt Avenue starting at 7:00PM. The 
hour of prayer includes Exposition, Rosary, Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy, Benediction, a prayer for families, and 
Confession will be held in the conference room to en-
sure social distancing.  Masks are required along with 
respecting social distancing requirements.  God would 
love to see you there.   

Everyday Stewardship 
Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 
 

As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. This is not just 
during seasons like Advent, but all year long. When we talk 
about being prayerful everyday stewards, we are speaking 
about cultivating an awareness of God being with us at all 
times. Each day we begin by offering God the entirety of our 
day. Each night we rest in Him and hope that the hours that 
passed gave Him glory. 
 

During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to cultivate this 
life of prayer, but without it we can too easily lose sight of 
the reason for the season. It is during this time of year we 
need to heed the words of St. Paul more than ever when he 
wrote to the Thessalonians, “Rejoice always. Pray without 
ceasing.” This is how we will be able to avoid the pitfalls of 
consumerism and secularism and keep our eyes fixed on Je-
sus. 
 

Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas party. Take 
him with you shopping for gifts in the department store. Be 
aware of him when you sit down to watch television specials 
you have seen every year of your life. Give him all your time 
and let his presence fill your every moment. By striving to be 
connecting with Jesus at all times, you will bear greater fruit 
and the joy you experience will be much greater than you 
could imagine. You might even spend a few less dollars and 
spend more time with those you love, particularly the one 
who loves you the most, the Incarnation himself. 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS      ©LPi 



Christmastide 
Giving Project 
Once again, Holy Spirit parish will 
observe the joyous and prayerful days 
of Christmastide with charitable giv-
ing for mothers and infants who need 
support in our community. Our 
Christmastide calendar gives parish 
members of all ages the opportunity 
to share their gifts in honor of Jesus’ 
birth and His birth in us. 

 

Save the calendar, included in this 
bulletin, and keep it displayed in a 
prominent place. Mark the days of 
Christmastide by purchasing 
many or a few of the items listed 
on the calendar. The items have 
been identified as “ most needed” by 
the agencies we’re supporting this 
year: Family Crisis Center, Interfaith 
Pantry, Franciscan’s Downtown, 
Hmong  Headstart, Kid’s Closet, Op-
eration Bootstrap, Portage Co. Prena-
tal Care, and the Salvation Army. 
 

As each item is added to your collec-
tion, spend a moment in prayer for 
those who depend on your generosi-
ty. Also remember in prayer the vol-
unteers and staff of each agency who 
respond every day to the needs of 
our most vulnerable sisters and broth-
ers in Christ. 
 

Donations can be brought to the 
Ministry Center on the Solemnity of 
the Epiphany when we’ll remember 
the gifts of the Magi given to the 
Christ Child by presenting our gifts 
to the agencies serving the families in 
need. 
 

As we focus on what’s most im-
portant this season we each have the 
opportunity to reflect the generosity 
and compassion of Christ. You can be 
certain that your generosity and com-
passion will bring comfort and joy to 
the many mothers and infants in need 
in our community. 
 

Want to know more about the agen-
cies we’re supporting this year?  
Here’s some information about some  
of the important work going on in 

Portage County: 
 

PORTAGE COUNTY PRENATAL  
CARE COORDINATION (PNCC): 
PNCC is a Public Health nursing pro-
gram serving women whose pregnan-
cies are at risk for a variety of reasons, 
medical, social/emotional, and eco-
nomic. Registered nurses provide assis-
tance throughout the pregnancy, the 
birth experience and the 6 weeks fol-
lowing birth, to meet the critical needs 
of the mother and infant for food, 
clothing, housing, transportation, medi-
cal care, educational and economic sup-
port and personal safety. 
 

OPERATION BOOTSTRAP: Opera-
tion Bootstrap is an all volunteer social 
service agency. Bootstrap helps Portage 
County families with basic needs, food, 
clothing, shelter, heat, electricity, wa-
ter, gas or bus passes and emergency 
medications in crisis situations. It of-
fers assistance that is NOT available 
elsewhere in the community via refer-
rals from agencies, halfway houses, pas-
tors and school staff. 
 

FAMILY CRISIS  CENTER (FCC): 
The FCC provides victims of violence, 
including domestic abuse and sexual 
assault, free and confidential assistance 
and shelter. A 24-hour toll-free crisis 
line, walk in services, culturally specific 
services for Hmong and Spanish speak-
ing  clients and services for youth in 
crisis/runaways, are all available. 
 

KIDS’S  CLOSET: Kid’s Closet is a 
unique outreach service of Evergreen 
Community Initiatives that offers assis-
tance to Portage County mothers in 
need with infant and children’s cloth-
ing and with personal care items. 
 

FRANCISCANS  DOWNTOWN: 
Franciscans Downtown opened in 2014 
as a place of hospitality, rest and inspi-
ration, sponsored by Franciscans OFM. 
Offering a refreshment area, quiet 
space, restrooms, conversation, reading 
material and movie discussions, the all 
volunteer staff personally welcomes all 
guests to a safe, warm place regardless 
of their path in life. 

 We Continue 

 to Celebrate  

Advent  

ADVENT THEME 
“For You Oh Lord, My Soul In 
Stillness Waits”, a familiar re-
frain of Psalm 95, holds a pro-
found truth.   It is visualized in 
the Star of Bethlehem shining 
down on the silent stable in the 
dark of night.  It was on that 
Silent Night, when all was calm, 
that God was conceived within 
our humanity.  It is true that 
the chaotic world upsets our 
hearts.  But it is also true that 
upset hearts bring chaos to the 
world.  We need to bring  justice 
to the world.  But that is possi-
ble insofar as we have peace in 
our hearts.  Each week of Ad-
vent we will work to deepen the 
peace beginning with our 
homes, then our minds, then 
our emotions, then our wills. 
Until with a soul quieted like 
Mary’s before God, we to can 
say: Let it be done to me as you 
say.”   

 



 




