
The Painters are Here! 

 

I t’s an exciting time in our church.  The painting 
crew from Church Interiors arrived on April 12th 

and got quickly to work patching/spackling and tap-
ing in preparation for the painting to begin.  On 
Thursday, the 15th, additional painters arrived to ap-
ply the base coats of paint to the walls and ceiling.   
At the time of this writing they are scheduled to be 
finished with their portion of the work by the 22nd.  
Then the time consuming detail work will begin.  
We’ll keep you apprised of their progress as time goes 
forward. 

 

All Meetings held via “Zoom” unless noted 
 

MONDAY 26 APR / Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3-4/Jn 10:1-10 

Register for Weekend Mass at Pacelli May 1/2 thru Thursday 

 6:30 AM - St. Stephen Parish   

 7 PM - Point Catholic Women’s Bible Study, Zoom/Min. Ctr. 
 

TUESDAY 27 APR / Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1-7/Jn 10:22-30 

 8:15 AM - Public/Live Stream MASS  
   (+Conrad, Jerome & Jim Pieczynski) FSB 
 9:30 AM - Staff Meeting/Prayer 
 4 PM - Salvation Army Meal Ministry 
 7 PM - Point Catholic Men’s Bible Study, Zoom/Min. Ctr. 
 

WEDNESDAY 28 APR / Acts 12:24—13:5/Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8/Jn 12:44-50 

 8:15 AM-Public/Live Stream MASS (+Gene Worzalla) FTM 

 12 PM - Wild Goose Wednesday Video Series 

 5 PM - Point Catholic Student Supper 

 6 PM - Reconciliation, Ministry Center Library 

 6:30 PM - Confirmation Yr. 1-2 & Faith Formation Gr. 7-8 

 8 PM - Point Catholic Public Late Night Mass FSB 

 

THURSDAY 29 APR / Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27/Jn 13:16-20 

 8:15 AM - Public/Live Stream MASS (+Helen Olson) FSB 

 9 AM-3:30 PM - Eucharistic Adoration     
  -3 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 3 PM - Point Catholic Rosary, Ministry Center 

 

FRIDAY 30 APR / Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-11/Jn 14:1-6 

 Point Catholic Rummage Sale Weekend 

 8:15 AM - Public/Live Stream MASS (+Antonia Schnur) FSB 

 6:30 PM - Stephen Ministry Training 

 

SATURDAY 1 MAY /  Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-4/Jn 14:7-14  

 Point Catholic Rummage Sale Weekend 

 9 AM - Stephen Ministry Training 

 9-11 AM - Reconciliation, Ministry Center Library 

 

5th Sunday of Easter / 1/2 May 
Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-28, 30-32/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 

 

 5 PM - Public MASS (+Mary Jane Messersmith) FSB 

 8 AM- Public/Live Stream MASS  (+PCCW)  FSB 
 10 AM - Public MASS (+Chester Sr. & Lorraine Przybylski) FSB 

 6 PM - Public Mass (+For the people of Holy Spirit Parish) FSB 
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Joining Our Parish:  Fr. Steve would be 

glad to talk with you about parish membership.  

Send him an email at frtsteve@holyspirit-

stevenspoint.org or call him at 344-9117 to make an 

appointment. 
 

Celebrating Baptism: Baptism is cele-

brated at Lord’s Day Mass at various times of the 

liturgical year.  If you want to raise your child in the 

Catholic faith and celebrate your child’s baptism, 

please call Fr. Steve for more information.  Parents 

celebrating the baptism of their first child are asked 

to complete a baptism orientation seminar. 
 

Caring for the Sick: If you or a loved one 

are seriously ill, homebound or anticipating surgery, 

please call Fr. Steve to schedule a visit and/or the 

sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 
 

Campus Ministry: Point Catholic is the 

name of Holy Spirit’s outreach to college students 

attending UW-Stevens Point and Mid-State Tech-

nical College.  You can learn more about campus 

ministry at our web site. 

Dear Holy Spirit Parish: 
 

 “I am the Good Shepherd, I know mine and mine know me. 
        (John 10:14) 
 

“The Body of Christ.  Amen.  These are the words our First Com-
munion children reflected on this weekend during their retreat in 
preparation for making their First Holy Communions next Sunday at the 10am 
Mass.  The words are mysterious.  Yet they open a child’s heart directly to God, 
to the God whose heart is directly open to them.  And how blessed these children 
are to grow up in a community which also, every week enters into that same 
holy communion.  Those of us with a few years behind us can easily look back 
and see how coming to Christ with an open heart again and again has allowed 
Christ to lead us safely through life.  Christ the Good Shepherd who knows his 
own and whose own know him, leads us to the fullness of life. 
 

The grace of the Sacrament will be in full view this Wednesday evening at our 
last Point Catholic Student Supper of the year.  The guest speakers are represent-
atives of SPIRITUS.  SPIRITUS is a ministry of the Green Bay Diocese in which 
young adults dedicate a year of their lives to youth ministry.  The speakers are 
coming to invite our students to become SPIRITUS team members.  One of the 
speakers will be our own parish son Jack Lawlis.  I am certain Jack would attrib-
ute his active faith as a young adult to the example of his parents and their fami-
ly’s regularly coming to the altar and opening their hearts to the Good Shepherd. 
 

Thank you to all who played a part in amassing the MOUNTAIN of items for 
this coming weekend’s Point Catholic Rummage Sale.  This too is such an en-
couraging sign of grace at work.  The students are putting together this rummage 
sale to raise funds to go, not to a rock concert, but to a Catholic Religious Con-
ference!!!  At this conference they will go to Mass, Confession, hear the best of 
Catholic speakers, and meet thousands of other young Catholic adults excited 
about their faith.  To send 10 students to the conference in Salt Lake City will 
run in the $8,000 range so this will not be the only fundraiser you will be invited 
to participate in between now and December.  The Good Shepherd is calling 
them. 
 

This weekend JC from the FC (John Clifford from the Finance Council) is giving 
us his monthly financial update.  In my own words we remain cautiously opti-
mistic about our parish operations.  We are especially thankful for those who 
have paid up their Building Fund pledges and have redirected their contributions 
back to parish operations through their Sunday envelopes or automatic with-
drawals.  This gives us hope that the day will come when we can take our minis-
tries off of survival mode and let them begin to  grow again.  The area of greatest 
concern remains the Diocesan Annual Appeal.  The Appeal ends in 10 weeks.  We 
have come a long way but still have $22,499.00 to raise.  377 families are partici-
pating.  That leaves 123 to reach our goal of 500 families. What we don’t raise 
becomes an interest bearing debt to the Diocese.  And the Appeal does so much 
good!  Donations  have averaged about $250.  Just put “Diocesan Annual Appeal” 
in the memo line and we’ll get your check to the Diocese. 
 

This Wednesday Joann Chase and Sherry Boyce, our Stephen Ministry Trainers, 
are meeting with parish staff to develop a list of counselors our Stephen Minis-
ters can refer people to if their care receiver needs and desires professional assis-
tance.  We are half way through our 50 hours of training now.  The training  has 
been excellent.  It is solidly faith based.  As in the Sacrament, it turns us again 
and again to the Good Shepherd.  In all these ways, he knows us.  And we know 
him. 

 
 



Of time talent and treasure 
Annual Appeal Update                        Becky Jirous 
 

W e are closing in on our Diocesan Annu-
al Appeal goal! We have already sur-

passed the amount raised last year and are 
over 80% of the way to the finish line. A BIG 
THANKS goes out to 373 families that have 
contributed $100,000 thus far. Thirty-five of 
those families have heard our call and made 
first time contributions to the appeal. We 
need 127 families to reach our 500 family participation goal. 
Additionally, at $250 per family, we could easily meet our 
goal. 
 

Why give to the Diocesan Annual Appeal? We asked some 
Holy Spirit Parishioners why they give and will be sharing 
their thoughts over the next few weeks in various ways. 
We hope they will affirm your contribution or inspire you 
to do so. 
 

I support the Diocesan Annual Appeal because it does the work 
we are all called to do.  I cannot do this work alone and I think 
that each of us would find it difficult to do on our own. “What 
work?” you may ask.   
 

The DAA supports our Catholic Schools that provide a strong 
faith background for the students, it provides for the education 
and ongoing training for priests, deacons, religious and seminari-
ans; it sponsors the Sunday Mass on television.  Those are largely 
local and diocesan programs. However, it also goes out into the 

wider world by aiding missionaries to spread God's word to the 
ends of the earth and by helping Catholic Charities to assist peo-
ple in physical ways. 
 

I cannot do these things alone but I can put my drop in 
the bucket to support the Annual Appeal. Won't you join 
your fellow parishioners by putting your drop in the 
bucket too?   
 

Ruth Kulas 
 

We ask the parishioners of Holy Spirit who have not 

made their pledge yet to please do so now. Give what 

you can – by working together that we can achieve 

our goal! 

 

An Elegant Way to Fund the DAA 
 

A n evening of elegant dining awaits! 
 

Bob and Mary Taylor have offered 
to prepare and host, at their home, an 
eight-course French dinner with wine 
pairings for Fr. Steve and his surprise 
guest along with six people.  
 

Six tickets are available at a cost of 
$125 each.  All proceeds will be applied 
to the Diocesan Annual Appeal.  The dinner will be 
served during May/June - with the actual date to be de-
termined. 
 

These tickets go on sale on Monday, April 26th.  Call the 
office, at 344-9117, after 9am to enjoy this experience 
with others while helping us to meet our Annual Appeal 
goal. 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH GIVING 
Week Ending April 16, 2021  

Autodrafts & Debit/Credit Cards……….$7,816 
            Envelopes…………………...……..$6,910 
                Offertory……………….…...……$273 
                      Total….…………...………$14,999 

 

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 
Goal……………….$123,605 

Pledged……$101,106 
Balance to Goal…………$22,499 

% of Goal Achieved…...81.8% 
 

Participation Goal……..500 families 
 # of Donors……..377 families 

% of Donors Goal Participating…75.4% 
 

PLEDGE TO THE APPEAL ONLINE AT: 
HTTPS:/DIOLC.ORG/DONATE-ONLINE/ 

Matthew 25 Collection 
 

P arishioners are invited to donate items 
needed for area charitable organiza-

tions at the beginning of each month.  Our 
May Matthew 25 recipient is the Kid’s 
Closet, an outreach program of Evergreen 
Initiatives. They would be grateful to re-
ceive summer clothing for children of all 
sizes and ages in addition to personal hy-
giene products like body wash, shampoo, 

deodorant, etc.  Items can be dropped at the Ministry 
Center anytime before Monday, May 10th. 

Holy Spirit Finances          John Clifford, Finance Council 

M arch was a very good month! Total Revenue was 
$2.572 more than the $75,000 we are hoping to aver-

age over the last 4 months of the fiscal year. And Expenses 
were below budget! So we had a profit for the month. 



Family of Faith Year-End Celebration 
 
   WEDNESDAY              
   MAY 12TH  
        5:30 pm 
 

 
 

Come one, come all GRADE 1-6 Family of Faith Families! 
 

IT’S A PARKING LOT TAILGATE! 
 

        IT’S CLASSIC CHURCH PICNIC GAMES!   
 

                 IT’S MINUTE-TO-WIN-IT FAMILY FUN!                                  
                   

                         IT’S A PRAYER SERVICE with SONG! 
  

    (‘Cause when you sing, you pray twice!!) 
 

Let’s celebrate a remarkable year of resilient faithfulness and 
home-centered, family togetherness encouraged by the love 
and care of our parish community.  Pack a family picnic to 
enjoy from the trunk of your car.  We’ll circle up in the park-
ing lot around a small bonfire pit, eat “together” and plan on 
sharing in some socially distanced, outdoor fun.   

 

 

Youth Ministry News    
 

We’re excited to announce that Lizzy Novak, our High School Ministry Coordinator, will be with us 
through the summer and into next year!  She’s putting together some wonderful plans for our youth 
to keep them engaged with one another and their faith, from June through August.  What’s in the 
works?  A car wash fund-raiser; a bike ride, bonfire and brats; participation in our Salvation Army 
Meal Ministry; an afternoon of fishing and swimming at a nearby lake; preparing Sib Pab meals appro-
priate for Hmong elders at Farmshed; and, an August kayaking day trip … just to name a few possibil-
ities.  There is more to come! 

Summer Parish-Family Fun!                                                                Julie Meadows                                                         

A s you make your summer plans, the Faith Formation Committee invites YOU to plan on joining in these outdoor,   
parish  formation and social events! 

SUNDAY, JUNE 6TH – “HOOKED” ON THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
Come catch a few fish and fish for a deeper understanding of God’s boundless and  
passionate love for us! 

 
Bukolt Park Lodge Area 

4:00 - 5:30 PM 
(Please note: This is the state-wide, license-free fishing weekend!) 

 

 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20TH – “THE TENT OF ALL MEETING” 
Encounter God’s presence, as Moses did, at the tent of all meeting 

and share in an evening of story-telling, church camp songs and s’mores! 
Collins Park Campground 

2711 County Road I, Rosholt, WI. 
6:30 – 8:00 PM 

(Picnic with your family, first, or reserve a near-by camp site and stay the night!) 

Campus Ministry Rummage Sale 
 

H oly Spirit Parish is having a rummage sale next 
weekend!! All proceeds will go to support the col-

lege students of Point Catholic attending SEEK, a Catho-
lic young adult conference this upcoming winter! Mark 
your calendars for the sale; you won’t want to miss it!  
 

The dates and times for the sale are as follows: 
 

April 30: 8am-5pm 

May 1: 8am-5pm 
May 2: 8am-1pm 

 

Additionally, if you are interested in supporting students 
attending the conference, 
please reach out to Jessica: 
jessica@holyspiritstevens-
point.org or by calling the par-
ish office at 344-9117 to learn 
more. 

 

 

 In the midst of the contradictions and perplexities we must confront 

each day, the din of so many words and opinions, there is the quiet 

voice of the Risen Lord who keeps saying to us: “Peace be with you!” 

 

           Follow Pope Francis (@pontifex) at www.twitter.com 

mailto:jessica@holyspiritstevenspoint.org
mailto:jessica@holyspiritstevenspoint.org


No Longer Empty: Help Wanted      Fr. Placid Stroik 
 

I t was Thursday March 19, 2020 and  Franciscans  Down-
town was empty, as empty as it was on the morning of 

June 1, 2014 when it opened for the first time as a place of 
hospitality and conversation. The Corona virus pandemic 
would force a year long shutdown. 
 

On Monday, March 8, 2021 seven guests came in to the 
newly reopened Franciscans Downtown,  wearing masks,  
hands sanitized and each sitting down at a separate table 6 
feet apart. Two volunteers,  Richard Hoffmann and Bob-
biejoy, presented them with a bowl of chili with crackers 
and a soda and Fr. Placid offered  a hot dog, cookies and 
other snacks to the guests. 
 

Lively conversation crackled through the  warm air.  Guests 
and volunteers covered topics from “ when can we no long-
er wear the masks”, to writing messages of gratitude to a 
long time volunteer, Mary Jane Meshak, who keeps the 
floors and the display windows  clean. 
 

Fr. Placid shared a photo of the Tree of Life with the visi-
tors. Over 200 memorial card “ornaments” of family and 
friends,  Sisters and Franciscans replaced the traditional 
Christmas tree decorations in the Franciscan chaplaincy 
where Fr. ministers and resides part time,  in Mani-
towoc.   A lively 7 minute con-
versation followed, about who 
really gets to enjoy the shade of 
the Tree of Life forever. Differ-
ing cultural and religious beliefs 
kept the exchange a bit tense for 
a moment.  Such is life at Fran-
ciscans Downtown. 
 

This is one snapshot in time of 
what Volunteers can do at Franciscans Downtown.  Are 
you caring and hospitable, “awesome” enough to do 
this?   Stop by Franciscans Downtown, across from 
the Public Library,  Mondays and Wednesdays,  1-3pm  or 
call Fr. Placid, 201-663-1652 for more information.  

Haiti Well Project Update Deacon Rick Letto 
 

W e continue to make 
progress with the 

Haiti Well Project!   
 

First, a big THANK YOU to 
everyone who has contrib-
uted to our Good Friday 
Well Project collection. We 
have raised an additional 
$11,000.00. A final total will be tallied shortly as donations 
have continued to come in. My heart is full of gratitude for 
the continued support for our Haiti Well Project. We now 
have around $31,000.00 toward the drilling, construction, 
and infrastructure for the well.  
 

So, what is next?   
 

In April we met with Northwater Consulting to discuss our 
next steps. We signed an extension to continue their work 
with the well drilling and testing phase of the project. They 
will work on a time and materials basis with a not to ex-
ceed maximum of $5,500. 
 

Here are the following activities that they will assist with: 
They will prepare a Request For Proposal (RFP) to drill two 
boreholes, and if successful, construct a well and perform 
well tests. We will send the RFP off to three prospective 
well drilling companies.  Once we receive the RFP’s back, 
Northwater will assist us with the review of the contractor 
proposals and the selection of a drilling contractor. 
 

Once a contractor is chosen; we will drill a borehole on the 
parish/school property. Based upon the result of this first 
borehole, “Northwater will review the geophysical data and 
interpretations to make a recommendation for the second 
drilling location.” If we have good results and strike water 
at the first borehole and the appropriate water is supplied 
by this well, we will not move forward to the second bore-
hole.  
 

If the first borehole does not supply water or sufficient wa-
ter, we would drill a second borehole either on the parish/
school site or move to the off-site location that was identi-
fied in the Hydrogeological Study. This would entail work-
ing with local landowners and the local community govern-
ment on acquiring the site for the proposed well. This is 
Plan B, let us hope that we strike water on the parish/
school site, but we have a backup plan if the first site comes 
up dry. 
 

This is truly a project guided by the Holy Spirit out of love 
for our Haitian sisters and brothers.  
 

Fr. Max is very happy with our progress and is deeply ap-
preciative of all the support. He will continue to work with 
us on-site to help guide this project to completion. 
 

Allow me to conclude with another heartfelt Thank You on 
behalf of the whole Haiti Mission Team!  You continue to 
live our Parish Mission of Disciples Called to Worship and 
Sent to Serve! 

A Month for Mary         Deacon Bill Holzhaeuser 

 

M ay is Mary’s month!  And Holy Spirit Parish will cele-
brate Mary with a traditional May Crowning liturgy 

on Sunday May 2, 2021 at Noon in the entry gathering 
space at Holy Spirit Church.  

 

“May Crowning” recognizes Mary as 
Queen of heaven and earth. We are 
reminded that Mary made room for 
Jesus, both physically and spiritually, 
in her womb and in her life. We can be 
like Mary and open our lives, welcome 
Jesus in, and make room for God to 
dwell within us. 
 

Come join us in this celebration or 
visit Mary in prayer. All are welcome.  


