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T 
he bus is leaving!  It’s destination clearly indicated.  Those 

not wanting to go are getting off.  Those desiring to go, are 

getting on.  All Aboard! 

 

We are in our third year of changing from being cultural Catho-

lics to being intentional disciples of Jesus Christ.  We are mov-

ing from being a maintenance Church to a Church on mission.   

 

One clear sign that the bus is moving is that some people have 

been getting off and other people have been getting on. Since 

July 1 of 2020, 49 households have left Holy Spirit Parish and  

40 have come to join. 

 

There are many usual reasons families change parishes: jobs, 

relocations, retirement.  This past year there were also some 

unusual reasons: masking, social issues, and politics. 

 

The accompanying chart of parish vital statistics—households, 

baptisms, marriages and funerals—indicates we cannot simply 

maintain, we cannot continue doing what we have always 

done.  The world around us is changing dramatically.  We need 

to change our way of sharing the Gospel to reach the present 

and future generations. 

 

In this Annual Parish Report you have a snapshot of a parish 

in transformation.  Each ministry states its vision, recounts its 

achievements of this past year, and lays out its goals for the 

coming year.  If what you read excites you as much as it ex-

cites me…. Get On Board! 

 

Next you will receive either by email or postal mail your “Respond To The Spirit” parish membership packet. 

To let us know you want to be on this journey with Holy Spirit Parish, please update your census information, indicate 

which ministries you would like to serve in, and decide your level of financial support. Then return your packet to the par-

ish office in the next couple of weeks. 

 

The bus is leaving.  Its destination, here in, clearly indicated.  All Aboard! 

“All Aboard!”                                                                                                                  Fr. Steve Brice 
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Point Catholic Campus Ministry: Remaining Faithful & Bearing Fruit                           Jessica Enstad 

A 
t Point Catholic we “strive to cultivate a community of faith that empowers and supports students to grow as disciples 

of Christ”. Despite all of the obstacles and challenges that the last school year brought, the Lord was certainly at work 

in the hearts and minds of our college students. The abundance of fruit that was produced through our ministries last year 

was unbelievable! I want to share a few of those highlights with you before looking ahead to what’s to come this year. Alt-

hough our retreats were held in a more reserved way, the Spirit filled all the 

gaps and brought many students into deeper communion with each other 

and the Lord. Our Emmaus Partner ministry took off during the shutdown 

when everyone was isolated, but students yearned for it to continue even 

when they were back together again. A fruitful peer to peer ministry where 

students can intentionally connect with one another each week. I also had 

the opportunity to journey with 10 women for an hour each week over the 

last year. Upon walking with them and hearing their story, I was able to 

hear the deep longing they all had to go deeper in their faith and in their 

relationship with Jesus.  

 

Our overall community grew immense-

ly and a significant part of it was due to 

the ability to connect with so many 

through virtual ministry. We were able 

to stay connected over the breaks 

through game nights and a book club. 

We had our weekly men’s and women’s 

bible studies, but I was challenged with 

a very good question, “Why can’t we 

have a joint bible study?” to which I 

replied “We can! I’ll make it happen.” 

Thus, monthly Community Bible Study 

was born and drew 30 men and women 

to go deeper in relationship with one another. If that was-

n’t radically eye opening, students requested it be more 

than once a month! So this year, men’s and women’s bible 

study and community bible study will alternate weeks.  

 

With all of the energy and enthusiasm from last year, I 

look forward to all that is to bear fruit this year! Here are 

our goals for the coming year at Point Catholic: 

 Growth in student involvement through building 

a Student Leadership Team 

 Strengthen community through fellowship & a 

meal at our Student Suppers 

 Off Campus Fall Retreat 

 Spring Break Service trip 

 Discern bringing a team of FOCUS 

missionaries to UWSP & HSP 

 Attend the SEEK Conference virtually 

 Growing our Peer Ministry 

 

Thank you for your faithful and generous 

support through goodie bag and board game 

donations, as well as support of next year’s 

trip to the SEEK Conference by attending the 

rummage sale and purchasing Tree of Life 

shirts. Your selfless giving and kindness are 

greatly appreciated! I ask for continued pray-

ers for our students and our ministry here as 

we journey through this year led by Christ! 



Faith Formation Year in Review                                                                                Julie Meadows 
 

I 
n the past year, all of us could say our outer lives have been 

formed, reformed and transformed by the COVID pan-

demic.  Significantly, many of us who have embraced the 

vision of Faith Formation here - to engage and awaken peo-

ple of all ages to the lifelong process of seeking Jesus through 

faith growth experiences - realize that we have also been 

formed, reformed and transformed deep within our 

hearts.  By the grace of God and the encouragement of the 

Holy Spirit, even in this challenging time, we have grown 

more open, more lively, more wise, more self-giving through 

a remarkable variety of faith-growth experiences, including: 

Sacrament Preparation (especially, the Sacraments of Initia-

tion: Baptism, First Holy Communion, Confirmation and 

the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults), Children’s Litur-

gy of the Word, religious education for our children, youth 

and families, youth ministry activities and service events, 

small faith-sharing groups for adults, adult book studies and 

film nights, intercessory prayer, and the enjoyment of guest 

speakers and retreats. Some of these opportunities have been 

in person, some virtual through ZOOM, some pre-recorded 

or live-streamed and presented via our YouTube channel. 

Through all of these opportunities, we have had the chance 

to deepen our relationships with one another and with Jesus 

Christ as we have laughed, learned, loved and lived the Gos-

pel. 

 

Here are some highlights: 

 SPIRIT NIGHTS with Jesse Manibussen 

 A Family of Faith: innovative, family-centered catechesis 

for grades K-6 

 Fall and Spring ALPHA sessions 

 “Meeting Your Grace” Fall Women’s Retreat 

 Advent Lessons and Carols 

 Provocative films: Of Gods and Men and David Atten-

borough’s A Life on This Planet 

 Lenten 24 Hours for the Lord - Youth and Young Adult 

Edition! 

 Wednesday Wild Goose Video Series 

 Vibrant book discussions:  Fratelli Tutti and Making All 

Things New: Catholicity, Cosmology and Consciousness 

 Confirmandi Community Service: Salvation Army 

Meals, Thanksgiving Door Decor for Area Seniors, Val-

entine Video “Card” for St. Michael’s Hospital staff, 

Fleece Blankets for the Humane Society 

 Rocky Railway VBC with St. Bron’s 

 All-Parish Summer Fun: Fishin’ for Jesus excursion and 

the Tent of All Meeting bonfire, songs and s’mores 

night! 
 

In 2020, 16 infants were 

baptized, 7 children cele-

brated their first recon-

ciliation and first Holy 

Communion and 13 

young adults were con-

firmed. Approximate-

ly 45 children, grades 1-

6, and 70 youth, grades 7-12 shared 

in hybrid forms of religious educa-

tion and service. A large number of 

adults shared in small discipleship 

groups and singular formation expe-

riences.  

 

In 2021, we will expand the A Fami-

ly of Faith program to include parish

-based First Sunday gatherings and 

monthly Enrichment Nights.  Re-

newed monthly formation events for 

adults include The Inside Story, during which parishioners 

share thoughts about being Catholic in today’s world, and 

the Budelier’s Different Kind of Bible Study.  

 

Please plan to participate! Engage and awaken your soul to 

the deep and abiding love of God, the healing friendship of 

Jesus and the powerful encouragement of the Holy Spirit. 

What’s happening with High School Ministries?                                                          Lizzie Novak 

L 
ast year, our parish young people did an awesome job of 

forming faith and community as we met virtually each 

week for Confirmation classes; shared in monthly, hybrid 

Youth Ministry events, and; enjoyed a couple of specials like 

our “24 Hours for the Lord - Youth 

and Young Adult Edition,” in Lent, 

and our Amazing Race celebration, 

which closed the program year. 

 

This year, our Year 1 and 2 Confirma-

tion students will discern what it 

means to be a dynamic Catholic 

through a curriculum 

called Decision Point, created by 

Catholic author, Matthew Kelly. 

Decision Point guides students 

through the intricacies of our Catholic faith and encourages 

relevant conversation that helps young people to better un-

derstand themselves and their relationship with God. This 

Fall, our Year 3 Confirmandi will talk weekly with their 

Sponsors as they form a Love Letter to God: a personal state-

ment of what it is they believe and are confirming. These 

students will celebrate the Rite of Confirmation in Novem-

ber! 

 

All of our high school students have the opportunity to grow 

in faith and community through our Youth Ministry pro-

gram as well! From tie-dying t-shirts to ringing bells for the 

Salvation Army, from Packer game tailgates to hand-making 

Rosaries, we have many amazing events designed to foster 

community and to instill hearts of service and gratitude 

within our next generation.  



A 
s we all know, the Covid-19 pandemic hit in early 2020 and had great influence on the final results of the June 30, 2020 

fiscal year. Well can you imagine what it did for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021? How do you budget expenses and 

estimate revenues when parishioners cannot come to the parish for Mass? It was impossible! As you can see from the 

budget figures in the chart the total expense figure of $1,040,443 was only slightly higher than the previous year’s 

$1,001,459. And for the first time in my 14 years of being on the Finance Council, we didn’t think we could balance the 

budget as Total Revenue estimates were only $998,492.  

 

Thank heavens for the technology that allowed people to work remotely, and attend Mass via video recording! Fr. Steve, 

the staff and the parishioners of Holy Spirit Parish worked and prayed together to keep total expenses to $984,905. This 

was ($55,537) under budget and the first time in HSP’s existence that expenses were under a million dollars. Note that to-

tal ministries was over $31,000 under budg-

et which is something we don’t want to 

continue if we are truly “sent to serve”. 

 

Due to the extraordinary generosity of our 

parishioners and the efforts of the staff, to-

tal revenue was $1,022,268 which created 

the “profit” of $37,363! Another milestone 

for the parish in that for the first time in 

our history our revenues exceeded our ex-

penses! Over $58,000 of the other revenue 

came from the forgiveness of our Covid Pay-

roll Protection Plan loan and pushed total 

revenue over the $1,000,000 mark!  

 

Combine these operational results with the 

fact that we more than covered our target 

for the Diocesan Annual Appeal, makes the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 an extraor-

dinary financial success! 

Finance Council Fiscal Year News                                                                                     John Clifford 

Holy Spirit Financial Picture for June 30, 2021 
Revenue vs. Expense  

My First Year - Gone Already!                                                                                            Becky Jirous 

T 
he end of Holy Spirit’s fiscal year on 

June 30
th

 also marked completion of my 

first year as Finance Director. On my first 

day, 16 people were counting on me to pay 

them timely and accurately. The next day 

was the start of a new fiscal year, which 

meant I needed to close out the prior year accounting. I got 

through the June accounting and quarterly payroll tax fil-

ings. We needed a new school janitor and it is my job to help 

with recruitment and onboarding (tax forms, etc). Mean-

while, we needed to complete the Bishop’s Annual Report 

that provides statistics (number of registered families, num-

ber of contributors, number of various sacraments adminis-

tered, number of faith formation students) and, of course, 

our statement of operations recast into their format as well 

as allocating our school costs for reimbursement. My first 

full month was gone before I knew it! 

 

Subsequent months brought the routine weekly banking, 

contributions, payroll and month end cycles that I was be-

ginning to master. In the fall we kicked off our annual dioce-

san annual appeal with a team bound and determined to hit 

our target and over the course of seven months we did just 

that. January flew by with year-end W2’s and other tax fil-

ings along with reviewing 900+ annual giving statements. 

The spring months had lots of activity with the various 

committees and Finance Council to complete the 2021/2022 

budget. In May, I studied and completed the complex PPP 

loan forgiveness application and the $58,000 loan was forgiv-

en in June. Around that time, the idea of a Stewardship 

Committee hatched and the group has formed and is meet-

ing. During June and July, I did an evaluation as to whether 

we should employ or contract cleaning services at the school 

and met with potential service providers. In my “spare” 

time, I converted 2 years of historical payroll and general 

ledger records to a new diocesan-standard software program 

and chart of accounts. Holy Spirit’s accounting successfully 

went live on the new software July 1.  

 

Learning a new job can be both challenging and rewarding. I 

have had moments of frustration and some great belly 

laughs. I am especially grateful for the substantial guidance, 

support and kindness afforded me by Father Steve, Lee Ol-

sen, Vern Schroth and John Clifford. If you called me, I ap-

preciated your patience as I worked to take care of your 

need. Most of all, I am grateful for the entire membership of 

Holy Spirit Parish and the many wonderful, faith-filled peo-

ple I have the opportunity to meet and encounter each day.   



Sacred Worship Committee - Nurturing our Prayer and Praise through a Pandemic   Mary Pionkowski 

A 
s a committee we seek to “provide worship opportuni-

ties where all are welcome and welcomed; where each 

person feels supported and encouraged to meet Jesus in a real 

and personal way; where we are strengthened to go forth to 

share our talents and resources with others within and be-

yond our parish.” 

 

This past year has been like no other due to the Covid-19 

Pandemic. We have endured the needed adjustments and 

continue to monitor the best practices so as to keep every-

one attending Liturgies as safe as possible.   

 

This past year we have …… 

 

 Kept the faith and hope of our parish members alive 

through a most difficult year by providing rich Sunday 

liturgies in person and online 

 Seen the completion of our church interior renovation 

project 

 Used our new gathering space to aid families celebrating 

a loved one’s funeral 

 Continued to expand our technical support team to live 

stream our weekend mass 

 Welcomed Deacon Bill Holzhaeuser 

 Added a blessing for Eucharistic ministers to the home-

bound before sending them off after Mass 

 Prepared and celebrated beautiful Christmas and Easter 

seasons despite Covid challenges. 

 Continued to monitor and advise on the best practices 

to protect each other from Covid-19 during our liturgies. 

 Read Divine Renovation to open our discussion for the 

future vision of our parish 

 

Our goals for the coming year…… 

 

 Support a college student 

choir at the 6:00pm Sun-

day evening mass during 

the school year 

 Support a contemporary 

Christian music group to 

sing on specific weekends 

and events throughout 

the year 

 Continue to be in discus-

sion on the vision of our 

parish and how we pray and worship together 

 Continue to support and train current Liturgical Minis-

ters and recruit new Liturgical Ministers in all areas of 

our worship 

 

Members: Adam Osypowski, Tom Firkus, Chet & Mary 

Przybylski, Guy Gehrman, Deb Patoka, Michele Miller 

(Chair), Kathy Budelier, Mary Pionkowski 

Family Life Ministry                                                                                              Deacon Bill Holzhaeuser 

J 
esus invites us all to Him. He wants us to be with Him. Our baptism calls for us to be disciples - to reach out and share 

Jesus’ invitation with all people. The vision of Family Life Ministries at Holy Spirit is to do just that… to “invite all to 

feel welcomed and cherished as members of our parish family, and to deepen our connections through ministries of com-

passion, small group gatherings and fellowship events that reflect the love of Christ.” 

 

So, how have we been doing this over the past year? Admittedly, it has been challenging but we have been making pro-

gress.  Plans were made to start up the Breakfast Cafe’ and Spirit Lunches but are stalled 

until we can take part in them confidently and safely. And, we hope to have SpiritFEST 

again next year. For a while we had an “After Mass Social” at each of the Masses. It was 

wonderful to see everyone enjoy coffee and treats with good conversation. There was 

evidence of joy and sounds of laughter as people were able to reconnect. Plans are being 

made to make this a regular event and to make it easier for volunteers to share their 

baking and hosting talents. We’re also looking to improve the title - Any ideas? 

 

Stephen Ministries have seven trained Care Givers. They provide confidential, one-to-one 

Christian care to individuals at Holy Spirit who are experiencing difficulties in their lives. 

More Care Givers will soon be trained. The Arimatheans continue to provide support by 

maintaining a connection between grieving family members and Holy Spirit Parish. In addition, a monthly Grief Support 

group, homebound communion ministry, hospital visits and Communion services at Stevens Point Heath Services have 

started up again.  

 

Hospitality and grief ministry is not all we do. Family Life also ministers to the family. Scouting has not missed a beat as 

young people continue to grow and become their very best selves. We welcome young families to our parish with our First 

Baby Basket and New Parent Meals, as well as, making Mass an inviting place for children. The Parish Council of Catholic 

Women is fully active as well. 

 

We are called to bring Jesus to everyone and everyone to Jesus. We welcome new members. Our current active members 

include: JoAnn Chase, Karalyn Peterson, Sherry Boyce, Carolyn Laude, Ginny Williams, Ruth Kulas, Dave Baker, Deacon 

Bill Holzhaeuser, Judy Splinter, Paulette Bye, and Marian Scheider.  



Social Justice - Responding to the Spirit                                                                    Karen Clifford 

T 
he Social Justice Committee continues to embrace our vision to “Empower Holy Spirit Parish according to the social 

teachings of the Catholic Church, to meet the needs of all creation with love, prayer and service through acts of social 

justice and charitable works in our community, nation, and the world.”  

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR: 

 

Ongoing Charitable Ministries: 

CHRISTMASTIDE GIVING distributed much needed items to mothers and infants through 8 local charities and added the 

Hmong Headstart program to our list.  

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER was catered by Rockman’s last December because of Covid restrictions and delivered on Christmas 

Eve to over 100 elderly and homebound by a team of over 20 parishioners. 

 

FEEDING HUNGRY KIDS fed nutritious snacks to hungry kids at SPASH despite school shut downs and virtual learning.   

 

MATTHEW 25 collections continued each month with parish members safely dropping items off at the parish center.  

 

SALVATION ARMY DINNERS were safely prepared at home each Tuesday by volunteers, during UWSP student breaks 

and summer vacation. Recruiting and coordinating the parish volunteers is done by the Social Justice committee.     

 

HAITI MISSION PROJECT completed its 7
th

 year of funding teacher salaries and assisted with feeding the school children.  

A well with a manual pump has been installed on the parish property.    

  

Works of Social Justice: 

The RACIAL JUSTICE sub-committee followed up last fall’s 2 Listening Sessions with 2 new Zoom opportunities to exam-

ine our beliefs and behaviors.  A lecture by Lindsay Bernhagen offered insight into our biases and a 4 week book discussion 

with Dona Warren enabled us to develop skills to reach “Beyond our Bubble.”  

 

A VOTING RIGHTS discussion led to a new subcommittee formed to study voter suppression. Their bulletin article re-

viewed the moral and historic need for protecting voting rights. 

 

The ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP sub-committee surveyed parishioners about 

environmental issues, and our moral obligation to care for the earth.  Earth Week was 

commemorated with a panel of environmental experts speaking on themes from St. 

Francis’ Canticle of the Sun. The Green Corner, in the bulletin, serves as a platform for 

brief environmental messages.  A longer bulletin article educated us on single use plas-

tics. Research by committee members Ryan Negro and Jim Wiese has been done on the 

energy efficiency of our parish buildings and the potential to improve efficiency. 

 

Parish support of RENT READY a “hands-up” community program that pairs volun-

teers as companions to program graduates who have credit or other problems in their past, as they transition into housing.  

 

FRANCISCAN’S DOWNTOWN has reopened with Covid precautions in place. We  support  this “Ministry of Presence 

and Hospitality” with charitable donations and  help recruiting volunteers. 

 

IN THE YEAR AHEAD we’ll engage in all of our current charitable projects. Our efforts will also address justice issues 

through research, education, sharing information and outreach based on Catholic teaching.    

The Haiti project continues: with the installation of an electric pump and infrastructure to distribute water to the rec-

tory and school kiosk; funding for teacher salaries and food assistance to school children; exploration of a Covid 

vaccination initiative; return of the chili supper fundraiser if possible. 

The struggle for racial justice among community minority groups will be further explored and programs scheduled . 

New yard signs and use of the outdoor digital sign will be used to promote Social Justice issues. 

Immigration issues and Afghan refugee concerns in particular are being studied and monitored by the committee. 

Laudato Si is the cornerstone of the Environmental Stewardship activities this year, starting with a presentation by Fr. 

Dennis Lynch on Oct. 14
th

.   Earth Week will be celebrated and Green Corner articles will be published.  An energy 

audit is being considered and research of grant funding for parish energy upgrades, including solar will continue. 

 

“The greatest joy in the world is to experience being used by the Lord to make a difference in someone’s life or in the 

world.” Fr. James Mallon 

 

We welcome each of you with an interest or “strength” in Justice and Charitable works projects to join us in making a dif-

ference.  Please contact a Social Justice Committee member for more information. Our members are: Patti Boylan, Karen 

Clifford ( Co-chair), Gregg Hansel, Richard Hoffman, Deacon Rick Letto, Harry Magee, Arlene Meyerhofer, John and Patty 

Noel, Emily Stanislawski (Campus Ministry Representative), Carol Steltenpohl (Co-chair), Marilyn Slusarski, Jim Wiese, 

Bob Wolensky, Susan Zach, Rosan Zahn. 


