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T 
his 2021-2022 year has been one of listening to 
the Spirit as it leads us from Cultural Catholi-
cism to Intentional Discipleship.  It was the  

Spirit in Fr. James Mallon’s visionary work  Divine 
Renovation that moved our Pastoral Council at their 
September meeting in 2021 to officially endorse it as 
our guide to transformation. Through the Divine Ren-
ovation organization our parish staff have taken part in 
trainings and have received ongoing coaching. We 
have been encouraged to define for ourselves what a 
Disciple is and then organize all our pastoral activity 
around making Disciples. 
 

In addition to speaking through the Divine Renovation 
community, the Lord spoke loud and clear to us 
through the Synod process initiated by Pope Francis.  
Thirty two groups, of all ages and relationships to the 
Church, met during Lent to listen to the Spirit speak 
through each other’s life experiences. With a striking 
unison that spanned all the groups, a cry for inclusivi-
ty was heard.  We long to be a Church where all are 
truly welcome. 
 

Encouraged by our Divine Renovation coaches, we 
took the ME25 survey for a first time this spring.  This 
membership engagement evaluation tool is giving us a 
means to actually measure whether our ministries are 
growing Disciples or not and so make better decisions 
about where to invest our efforts. 
 

After listening to Fr. Mallon, the Synod participants 
and the results of the ME25 I have gone fishing.  I 
have been casting a vision, trying to articulate the core 
of what the Spirit has been saying, and so engage your 
heart more deeply in this work of transformation. 
Simply put, here is that vision. Holy Spirit parish is a 
community of Disciples of Jesus.  Disciples of Jesus 
are those who grow to be like him, bearers of redeem-
ing love.  Redeeming love restores dignity and com-
munity to those who have lost it.  It is all inclusive. 
Those transformed by redeeming love become bearers 
of that love themselves. They become Disciples of Je-
sus.   

 

In so many ways Holy Spirit parish already is such a 
community.  As you read in this Annual Report the 
effects our ministries have had on people’s lives this 
past year, I pray you will be moved to deepen your 
commitment to this community and its work. 
 
 

Speak Lord Your Servants Are Listening.              Fr. Steve Brice 
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Point Catholic Campus Ministry: Striving higher & going deeper      Jessica Enstad 

W 
ithin Point Catholic, we strive to cultivate a community of faith that empowers and supports students to grow 
as disciples of Christ. Every year  seems to build and grow off the last with increasing energy and oppor -
tunities! After glancing back at last year’s report, I am overjoyed to share that we accomplished all of the goals 

set for Point Catholic this last year! It is a tremendous gift to look back and 
see all of the progress and growth we’ve made in a year. Here’s a glance 
back at the highlights and goals we achieved. We were able to go to the 
Wisconsin Lions Camp for a day fall retreat soaking in nature, community 
and good food pressures! Our Busy Student Retreat brought together the 
largest group of retreatants over the last couple of years. These students met 
with spiritual directors for a week and were able to dive into the theological 
virtues of faith, hope & love. Although the national SEEK Conference was 
virtual again this past year, we still made a retreat experience out of it and 
took a group of 18 students to 
Green Bay. There, we partici-
pated in the conference from 

afar while building relationships and community away from campus. Then, 
against all odds, a group of 12 students went down to Kentucky for a spring 
break service trip! The logistics, planning and presence of Covid didn't 
make it easy, but God made it possible and life changing for everyone! Last-
ly, and certainly the most exciting, we have brought in a team of FOCUS 
missionaries to our parish and campus! I can't wait to see how the Lord 
works through our Point Catholic Campus Ministry this year!  
 
I’m excited to share a student’s life changing experience from Point Catho-
lic with all of you:  
 
“Hi! My name is Gretchen and I am a junior at UWSP studying Family and 
Consumer Sciences. When I came to college, I was excited to start something new and choose what I did with my time. 
Among these choices was the choice I made not to attend Mass. I continued making that choice through my first semester 

and part of my second semester. Then Ash Wednesday came around, 
and I realized that I should go to Mass. I was incredibly nervous, but I 
walked into Holy Spirit Parish to simply go to Ash Wednesday Mass, 
nothing more. After Mass, I headed towards the door to leave, but Jessi-
ca stopped me and asked if I wanted to go on the Busy Student Retreat. 
At this point in my life, I was not a spontaneous person, but I looked and 
saw such genuine joy in everyone around me, so I took a leap of faith 
and said “yes” to the retreat. That “yes” then changed my life. All of 
Point Catholic started inviting me to Bible studies and student suppers, 
and I started to build deep friendships with people there and I saw how 
invested they were in their faith. I started choosing to invest in my own 

faith, and one way I did that was by going on the Spring Break trip to Kentucky. 
There, I served a family in need surrounded by other faith-filled people, which 
deepened my faith even more. Now I choose to go to every Point Catholic event I 
can because that is where I feel loved and at home. My choices have changed, my 
friendships have changed, my entire life has changed- all for the better, and all 
because of the joy and faith of Point Catholic.”  
 

So thank you Holy Spirit 
Parish for being a commu-
nity with arms open wide 
to receive students just 
like Gretchen. Thank you for your faith filled and steadfast sup-
port of every young person to walk through our doors. We have 
the beautiful opportunity to offer a home for these students at a 
critical time in their faith journey and expose them to parish 
life.   Thank you for your presence here in supporting these 
young people in word and deed.  
 



FAITH FORMATION:  SEEKING, SOWING, GROWING, REAPING          Julie Meadows 
 

I 
n faith formation, we strive “to engage and awaken people of all ages 
to the lifelong process of seeking Jesus through faith growth expe-
riences.”  In the past year – particularly in our family formation program, 

ALPHA, Confirmation, SPIRIT Nights with Jon M. Sweeney, our Advent and 
Lenten book and speaker series, The Chosen, and the Listening Sessions of 
the Synod there has been wonderful engagement; a genuine seeking, 
sowing, growing, and reaping the harvest of a faith more fully alive!  How do 
we know?  Members and friends of Holy Spirit Parish are telling us so:  

A FAMILY OF FAITH FAMILY FORMATION PROGRAM   
 

“We came to the parish filled with sorrow 
and wondering, ‘How best can we get our 
children involved in church?’ We were 
looking for an environment that would en-
gage them in their faith.  Our sorrow has 
turned to joy in seeing them, now, grow and 
question and deepen.  This causes me to 
grow and question and deepen, too.” – John 
Arens 
 
“I have seen families become closer by taking on some of their children's faith 

formation at home, as a family, rather than 
relying on catechists to share that infor-
mation. In myself, I have realized how much 
I really know about my faith - and how much 
more I want to learn and develop in myself!” 
– Annette Hultman 
 
The community aspect of our parish life 
enriches us all. In Faith Formation we’re 
developing good friendships here.” – Justin 
Poggemann  

 

ALPHA 
“Personal stories and sharing let me know that I’m not alone.  By the Holy Spirit, 
I am more faith-filled.” – Lily Paul 
 

“We were encouraged to participate and we weren't judged by anything we 
shared.  Everyone was very supportive.  We have made good friends through 
Alpha and feel more at home here, now.” – Jim Piotrowski 
 

“I had a strong belief in and relationship with God/Jesus/Holy Spirit, but these 
had become ‘stagnant’.  ALPHA renewed my sense of the Good News of the 
Gospel and deepened my relationship with Christ and others!” – Sue Vetter 
 

CONFIRMATION 
“The church is a good place to go, especially in 
hard times.  I come into church when it’s quiet 
and just sit before the Lord and pray.  I know 
there are people here to support and care for 
me.  Being before the presence of Jesus and 
building relationships with others is more im-
portant to me than ever.” – Sophia Durkee  
 

 
“I am learning a lot in Confirmation . . . now, I put a lot more effort into my reli-
gion every day.” – Jaycee Glen 
 

“More than before, I see we are called to 
help those who are not as fortunate as 
us.  We can help those in our own area 
most of all.  The church makes it easy to 
do this.  We are meant to help others 
and to lead by example.  This is what 
God calls us to do.” – Ian Osypowski 
 

ADULT FORMATION 
“Last spring I had the privilege of facilitating a discipleship group around The 

Chosen tv series. Originally, I thought this series 
would help others see Jesus and His disciples in a 
new light and spark something new in their faith.  
However, what I received from this experience was 
far more than what I gave.  Through shared reflection, 
I received spiritual support and inspiration as I got to 
know many 

inspiring people on a deeper level. I sud-
denly felt I was not alone on my faith jour-
ney!  I learned we all have struggles with 
our faith and how Jesus wants us to live.  
Often we don’t get it right, but we keep 
trying; that’s what’s important.  Life is a 
bumpy road, but by connecting with others 
in my faith community, and supporting 
each other along the way, the journey becomes a little easier and a lot more 
fulfilling.” – Natasha Enders 

 
“Through shared reflections around 
series like Ilia Delio’s Catholicity book 
and The Chosen, we listen and learn 
from one another putting our best 
minds, hearts and truths together, 

blessed by the Holy Spirit.  This gives me 
a sense of belonging and of hope, and it 
deepens my faith.” – Arlene Meyerhofer 
 

“As a new member at Holy Spirit Parish, I 
am amazed at what can be accomplished 
when people are empowered to move 
forward to transform Holy Spirit Parish 
from a maintenance parish to a mission parish.” – Pat Wenzl 
 

A PERSONAL NOTE FROM JULIE 
As I transition from my role as Direc-
tor of Faith Formation to that of Co-
ordinator of Adult Formation I am 
keenly aware of how your expres-
sions of faith, hope and love have 
turned over the soil of my heart and 
planted new seeds of contemplation 
and gratitude which continue to grow 
and blossom in my soul, deepening 
my reverence of all that calls us into 

communion with one another and with Christ Jesus!  It has been an honor 
and privilege to share in ministry with you.  And, it’s my privilege to welcome 
Leah and all the good things she brings to our community as we look for-
ward to a new year of seeking, sowing, growing and reaping the great fruits 
of our faith! 
 

A PERSONAL NOTE FROM LEAH 
It is awe inspiring to hear of all of the many ways in which the Holy Spirit has 
been at work in the lives of so many of you in the past year.  Your willing-
ness to grow in faith and learn in new ways together as a parish is what truly 
compelled me to say “yes” to being your Director of Faith Formation and 
Evangelization.  As we move toward our vision of becoming a church that is 
transformed by the way we live, learn and grow together in faith as disciples, 
I look forward to the many opportunities ahead to seek, sow, grow and reap 
the great fruits that God has planned for us.   



Commentary  

F 
or the second year in a row the finance council’s budget predicted an excess of expenses over revenue and for the 
second year in a row the skill of the Parish Staff, a bit of good fortune and the INCREDIBLE GENEROSITY of 
Holy Spirit Parishioners produced revenue in excess of expenses even though expenses were over budget!   

 

What an Extraordinary Financial Success! While every category of Revenue was over budget, the biggest reasons for 
Total Revenue of $1,057,286 being over Budget by $105,283 were Bequests and Memorials of $32,818 and Restricted 
Contributions of $28,000 that are included in Miscellaneous Revenue. And while Total Expenses were over Budget, it 
was only by $34,736 which is less than 1% of Total; as you can see Salaries, Ministries and School Support were at or 
under or very close to Budget. What an Incredible Fiscal Year.  
 

Also note that every Revenue  cate-
gory except Miscellaneous was great-
er than last year.  And while Expense 
categories were a mixed bag of over/
under, it was good to see that we 
spent more than $20,000 on Minis-
tries this year versus last year and 
that School Support was almost 
$20,000 less than last fiscal year. 

 

So for one more time this is JC from 
the FC and the entire Finance     

Council saying 

THANKS A MILLION AND 
A WHOLE LOT MORE!! 

 

Abbreviations & Explanations:  
Cur = Current; Mo = Month; YTD = 
Year to Date; Act = Actual; REP = Reli-
gious Education Programs; Int = Interest; 
Rev = Revenue; Exp = Expense; ($) = neg-
ative number; Fund Raisers = includes 
Picnic, Bingo, Gift Cards; Miscellaneous 
Revenue = includes Rent and Parent Letters; Other Expenses = includes Office expenses, Diocesan and Deanery Assessments and    
Capital Expenditures. 

Finance Council Fiscal Year News                                                                           John Clifford 

A Legacy of Stewardship                        Becky Jirous 

M 
ost people get a glazed over look when I’m intro-
duced as the Finance Director and say something 
like: “Ohhh, that’s niice…” It’s okay, I get it. But, 

what if I told you about a steward of time, talent and treasure 
that I met in my office over the past several years – after their 
death? 
An envelope from an Iowa attorney arrived via mail in mid-
October 2020. Various thoughts crossed my mind as I opened 
it…Looking for clients? Lawsuit? What? Holy Spirit Parish is 
named in a Will created in 2014 and the testator had passed on 
October 11th. Three universities and three church-related or-
ganizations, including us, would share the estate. This was the 
Will of a treasure steward!  
 

I was unable to learn much from various readily accessible 
records about this thoughtful and generous steward because 
the association with Holy Spirit Parish appeared to be from 
the 1970’s to 1990’s.   
 

A priest who had served at both St. Stan’s and Newman was 
named in the Will as an alternate executor. I reached out and 
explained the reason for my call. He paused for a bit. Then, he 
recalled in quick succession: Lay Formation Institute gradu-
ate, led the lectors for quite a few years, Eucharistic minister, 

Bishop’s Educational Endowment Fund board member, liked 
to learn about, and help others learn about, their faith. I locat-
ed an online obituary that reinforced a life of commitment to 
God, serving the church and teaching others. I smiled and 
thought, “Clearly a time and talent steward!”.  
 

Now, it was time to wait. I put the folder in a frequently used 
drawer. Each time I saw the file, I said a prayer for the repose 
of the steward’s soul. Given what I’d learned, I believe the 
steward would have done the same for me. After a year, we 
received notice the estate would be settled shortly. 
 

An envelope from the estate attorney arrived in January 2022. 
I carefully slit it open and took out the contents: a letter stat-
ing the estate was settled, a form for Father Steve to sign and 
a check for $28,384.65!  The estate funds were not restricted 
for a specific use. They have been entrusted to the oversight 
of the Finance Council. The modest cost of the recent ME25 
survey was paid for via this estate gift as, we believe, this well
-rounded intentional steward during life and in legacy would 
have approved of its use for increasing membership engage-
ment and spirituality at Holy Spirit Parish. 
 

Go ahead, ask me what’s going on in my office. You never 
know what story I might have for you! 

Holy Spirit Financial Picture for June 30, 2022 
Revenue vs. Expense 



Family Life Ministry                                                                        Deacon Bill Holzhaeuser 

P 
ope Francis reminds us that it is a gift and a privilege to 
be part of a family and that God intends the family – 
whether our personal family or our parish family – to be 

a school of love: a place to witness to and model a deep and 
abiding faith; a place to learn patterns of healthy Christian 
engagement that demonstrate gratitude, patience, thoughtful-
ness, forgiveness, and joy. Through our family life together, 
we hope to strengthen, support, and encourage your family. 
We are delighted to share this journey. 
 

We strengthen our family by reaching out. Homebound minis-
ters share the challenges and concerns of everyone’s spiritual 
needs. They realize the unique and precious gift we are given. 
They care for the body and spirit of those we are serving. 

 
Another way we strengthen 
and support each other is 
through our Grief Support 
Programs – Stephen Minis-
try, Greif Support Group, 
and the Arimatheans.     
 

Stephen Ministry is in its 
second year of serving our 

parish.  Stephen Ministers have been carefully selected to 
serve in this role because of their caregiving gifts. Pictured are 
the current Stephen Ministers who received 50 hours of train-
ing in providing high quality distinctively Christian care to 
those who are facing a time of struggle in their life. In the 
training they learn to listen, care, support, and encourage their 
care receiver throughout their one-to-one time of meeting.   
 

If you or someone you know would like to learn more about 
Holy Spirit Parish’s Stephen Ministry program, we are here 
for you. Contact  one of Stephen leaders: Sherry Boyce (715-
252-1580 or boycesbb@gmailcom) or Bonnie Grubba (715-
252-1580 or natureinstone@yahoo.com) 
 

Another way Family Life supports people is through a month-
ly Grief Support Group. Instead of a one-on-one relationship 
as is designed in Stephen Ministry, the Greif Support Group 
shares, as the name implies, in a group setting. All is confi-
dential thus no photos. Holy Spirit offers a special time where 
one can learn about grief, share experiences, and finds 
strength and inspiration. The Grief Support Group meets the 
second Monday of each month from 1 to 2pm. Please feel 
welcome to contact Harry Magee by email 
(hmagee5@gmail.com) or Dave Baker by phone (715-340-
2653) for more information. 
 

Pope Francis calls for our family to be a school of love. Well, 
that means we need to know who is sitting in the pews next to 

us. Have you heard of Name Tag Sun-
day? It also means that we celebrate 
together. Have you heard of Spirit So-
cials and SpiritFEST?  
 

Hospitality is a big part of Family Life. 
Every first weekend of the month is 
Name Tag Sunday when we invite eve-
ryone to wear a name tag and learn 
with whom they are worshiping. 
 

It has been a long time com-
ing, but thanks to Laurie and 
Tom Weinfurter and the 
team, We had SpiritFEST 
this year. It was a great way 
to celebrate as a parish. Plan 
on attending next year again 
on July 23, 2023.  

T 
he Sacred Worship Committee strives to “provide wor-
ship opportunities where all are welcome and wel-
comed; where each person feels supported and encour-

aged to meet Jesus in a real and personal way; where we are 
strengthened to go forth to share our talents and resources 
with others within and beyond our parish.” 
 

This past year, we have continued to monitor the pandemic 
and to make the changes and adjustments necessary to keep 
everyone safe. Fortunately, as the pandemic has eased, many 
of these changes have helped us return some of the things we 
have missed so much, with renewed energy and spirit. Our 
musicians have returned to the front of church with full mu-
sic and singing. We are able to sit closer together at Mass, in 
community with each other, and see the smiling faces around 
us. And we have been able to resume after mass socials in 
our beautiful Spirit Hall.  
 

We have also been able to move forward with some new and 
exciting changes that we believe will make us a stronger, 
more vibrant community. We have continued to grow and 
connect with each other through implementing ideas from 
the book Divine Renovation such as Name Tag Sundays, 
getting to know the people around us before Mass, welcom-
ing newcomers, and establishing a prayer ministry after 
Mass. We have added a new contemporary music choir un-
der the direction of Sharon Maes, and we have established a 
Mentor Ministry to help new parishioners more quickly feel 
welcome and at home at Holy Spirit Parish. 
 

As we look forward to the coming year, we want to continue 
to focus on creating a welcoming atmosphere, and encourag-
ing all parishioners to become more connected with each 
other and engaged during our worship. We are looking to 
recruit new Liturgical Ministers in all areas (ushers, sacris-
tans, Eucharistic ministers, readers, servers, musicians) and 
are planning an evening of training and renewal for new and 
current ministers. We have established a Music Selection 
Committee in order to have more variety of ideas and input 
for the music we use in our worship. We are striving to find 
ways to better involve the youth in our parish through 
ministries at Mass such as ushering, serving, and re-
establishing a youth music ministry. And we are looking to 
grow and support our college student music ministry at the 
6pm Mass. We are excited to grow with you in the coming 
year!  
 

Members: Michelle Miller (chair), Adam Osypowski, Guy 
Gehrman, Kathy Budelier, Christine Neidlein, Bob Konkol, 
Natasha Enders 

Sacred Worship Committee    Natasha Enders 

mailto:hmagee5@gmail.com


Social Justice - Beginning with Love.  Ending with Justice                               Karen Clifford 

T 
he pandemic has eased in 2022 and the work of the So-
cial Justice Committee is back up to full speed!  Recog-
nizing the many needs in our community, nation and 

world we continue to support: 
 

Feeding Hungry Kids.  Did you know 
that more than 1/3 of students at SPASH 
meet Federal poverty guidelines and on 
any given day 20-30 students are home-
less?  A team of 7 volunteers delivers fruit, 
cheese and grain bars every Monday to the 
SPASH guidance office, a gift from Holy 
Spirit parish. 
 

Matthew 25.  Each 
month a carload of your donations re-
plenish one of 7 different non- profit 
agency pantries. “Wow!  What a great 
donation of food and household items 
to the Mobile Pantry of Portage Co.  
These items will be delivered to those 
in need in rural Portage Co.  Thank 
you for your support.” Marcy Ferriter, 
Coordinator,The Mobile Pantry. 
 

Christmastide Giving.  8 local char ities pick up a van full 
of new baby and mom necessities that you donate throughout 
the Christmas season.  In doing so, we honor our commitment 
to support vulnerable and at risk mothers and their infants. 
“We are so grateful for your generous gift of bedding, hygiene 
items and cleaning supplies which has a direct, positive im-
pact on survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.  
Thanks so much!” The Family Crisis Center. 

 

Welcoming Kid’s Closet to Kostka Hall.  
Families who need help clothing their in-
fants and children have a place to find help. 
The doors of our parish opened in August to 
Evergreen Initiatives, a non- profit agency 
that serves children in need in our commu-
nity. 
 

Refugee resettlement.  You’ve generously 
given furniture, food and household goods 
to help newly arrived families survive in 
their new home.  4 families have been di-

rectly supported by our parish and a dozen parishioners have 
volunteered their time and talents to help families navigate 
their new lives in Stevens Point. 
 

Haiti Mission Project.  The well project is ongoing and due 
to be completed this year with funds donated by our parish-
ioners.  This is in addition to your continuing support of 
teacher’s salaries and food for the school children. Thank you 
Holy Spirit parish for your unending love and generous 
hearts! 
 

Love is nothing without action. The Social Justice Com-

mittee is dedicated to charitable work in our community, na-

tion and the world.  We are equally committed to works of 

justice.  We plan to forge ahead with parish wide programs 

and projects that highlight and inform us about racial justice 

and inclusivity issues, environmental stewardship and civic 

justice.  We will continue to call parishioner’s attention to the 

issues of justice and empower our parish to meet those needs 

with love, prayer and action, according to the teachings of the 

Church.  

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ 

Sacred Worship Faith Testimony 
Shelby and Nick Page 
It was apparent when I 

first started at UWSP 

that Holy Spirit was a 

place of worship that was 

filled with the presence 

of God and open to ad-

dressing topics in our 

present day. Then Nick 

wanted to come to mass 

and it was so refreshing 

for him not to feel out of 

place, even though he 

was not baptized. Now 

Holy Spirit has become 

our home and every week we look forward to connecting with 

God and the community he has flourished. The name tag 

masses, as well as volunteer opportunities, have helped us to 

get to know parishioners. We both also participated in RCIA, 

as I was Nick's sponsor. It was a wonderful experience to wit-

ness others traveling on similar journeys. The Easter Vig-

il fulfilled so many of our prayers, and finally Nick was offi-

cially welcomed into the church. Then came August and one 

of our most intimate "God Moments”: our wedding. We are 

still in awe of all the precious moments where we find God in 

everyday life, and we look forward to a lifetime of moments 

to come. There are a few parishioners who have made us feel 

extra blessed: the Bergins, Dietrichs, and our marriage prep. 

couple, the 

Hart-

mans.  Since 

we have joined 

the parish they 

have looked 

after us with 

warm letters, 

meaningful 

conversations, 

and friendship. 

We are forever 

grateful that 

God put these 

couples, as 

well as Holy 

Spirit, in our 

lives!  


