
 
MONDAY • 9 JANUARY - THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 (11b)/ 
Mt 3:13-17     

 10:30 AM  - Small Faith Sharing Group, Spirit Hall 

 1 PM - Grief Support Ministry, Conference Rm 

 6:30 PM - Apostles Choir Rehearsal 
 
TUESDAY • 10 JANUARY 
Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab & 5-9/Mk 1:21-28 or Heb 1:1-6 & 2:5-12/ 
Mk 1:14-21-28   

 8:15 AM - Live Stream MASS (+Harold Pleet)  

 9:15 AM - Staff Meeting/Prayer, Conference Rm 

 4:30 PM - Christmas Dinner Recap Mtg, Spirit Hall 

 6:30 PM - Student Supper Planning Mtg, Spirit Hall 
 
WEDNESDAY • 11 JANUARY  
Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-9/Mk 1:29-39     
 8:15 AM - Live Stream MASS (+Larry & Judy Kluck)  

 9:15 AM - Fatima Series, Conference Rm 

 5:45 PM - Tech Committee Mtg, Conference Rm 

 6 PM - Reconciliation, Church Confessional 

 6:30 PM -  Confirmation/Purpose, Spirit Hall 

 6:30 PM - Resettlement Mtg, Conference Rm 
 
THURSDAY • 12 JANUARY  
Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11/Mk 1:40-45  
 8:15 AM -- Live Stream MASS  (+Kenneth Cisewski)  

 9 AM - 3:30 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

 11 AM - Stewardship Committee Mtg, Conference Rm 

 5 PM - Place of Peace Meal, Kostka Hall 

 6:30 PM - Town Hall Meeting, Spirit Hall 
 
FRIDAY •  13 JANUARY 
Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 & 4bc, 6c-7, 8/Mk 2:1-12   
 8:15 AM - Live Stream MASS (+Justine Starr)  
 
SATURDAY • 14 JANUARY  
Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mk 2:13-17         
 8 AM - Red Cross CPR/AED Training, Spirit Hall  

 9-11 AM - Reconciliation, Church Confessional 
 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - JAN 14/15 
Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34        
 5 PM - MASS & Live Stream (+Gary Check) 

 7:30 AM - Rosary 

 8 AM - MASS (+Larry & Judy Kluck) 
 10:30 AM - MASS (+Greg Kulas) 

 6 PM - MASS (+Holy Spir it Par ish)  

Eucharistic Revival - This Weeks A  Minute with Jesus: 

Wise men came to worship Jesus 

 

Wise men from far away saw an incredibly bright star moving 

across the sky. They followed the star to see where it would take 

them. It led them to the Infant Jesus. The wise men gave

precious gifts to the Savior, gifts for a king: gold, frankincense and 

myrrh. They knew that Jesus was a great king, even though He 

looked like a small Child. Jesus gives us the greatest Gift – the Gift 

of Himself in the Eucharist again and again in a life-giving            

encounter. 

 

Let’s pray this right now and every day this week:  Jesus, the wise 

man brought You precious gifts. But, thank You for giving us the 

most precious Gift of Yourself in the Eucharist. This week, read 

how the wise men came to worship Jesus and bring Him gifts in 

Matthew 2:1-12 

 
On January 9th we celebrate the FEAST OF THE BAPTISM 
OF THE LORD. 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan.  And just as he was coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him.  And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  
                                                                         Mark 1:9-11 
 
Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had been baptized 

in the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit descended upon Him, 
solemnly declared him your beloved Son, grant that your     
children by adoption, reborn of the water and the Holy Spirit, 

may always be well pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  Amen 



Dear Holy Spirit Parish: 
 

  

“All from Sheba shall come, bearing gold and Frankincense.”   
                                                                             (Isaiah 60:6) 
 
On this last Sunday of the Christmas season Isaiah continues to 
stretch our hearts from concern for our personal salvation or that of 
our tribe, to concern for the whole human family. We owe Isaiah much in moving      
human consciousness from belief in tribal gods to monotheism, belief that there is one 
God who has given birth to all. 
 
This is the perfect Scripture text for my making my case before Thursday’s Town Hall 
Meeting for a new Parish Mission Statement. But let’s be clear from the start, this pastor 
is going no where without the people of Holy Spirit parish. If there is a clear consensus 
Thursday that we should stay with our current Mission Statement or that there is another 
one that people will give their hearts too, I will support it whole heartedly as well. 
 
So why am I proposing a change? I was deeply moved by our Synod gatherings last 
Lent.  I heard people of all ages and relations to the Church make the same plea: Let us 
be a church where all are welcome.  And the two groups needing welcome spoken of 
most frequently were women and members of the LGBTQ community. Now a little   
story. 
 
After the celebration of Confirmation November 6th a number of people came home  
upset.  Most of them, but not all, were women. Before the celebration, St. Bron’s had 
called asking if we could help supply altar servers. We sent our proposed list including 
boys and girls. We were told in response that the Bishop is asking for only male servers.  
We made the decision to not send any and Deacon Bill withdrew his offer to assist at the 
altar. The reason Bishops give for having only male altar servers is that they see it as a 
chance to recruit young men to the priesthood. 
 
As the liturgy unfolded there were only male scripture readers and male gift bearers. In 
fact one of the gift bearers had a twin sister and she was not allowed to bring up the 
gifts. With all the priests and deacons present, there were no women Eucharistic        
ministers. 
 
What do good Catholics do? Nothing? The Bishop knows best? What does the Mission 
Statement “Disciples called to Worship and Sent to Serve” direct us to do? Well, what 
did happen is a group of mothers and other concerned women wrote to Bishop Callahan 
expressing their pain and frustration for their children and for the Church. They didn’t 
merely try to comfort their daughters. They acted to address the cause of the suffering.  
They could not settle with doing “service/charity” but were impelled to work for 
“structural change/justice.” 
 
And may I point out, that this work for justice isn’t about breaking church rules or going 
against doctrine. It is about calling people to the fullness of Church teachings. Parallel 
examples could be offered concerning the LGBTQ community and other marginalized 
groups. 
 
Stories like this impel me to go beyond works of charity to work for justice. With Isaiah 
I feel called to move beyond concern for my own salvation to the healing of our world.  
We need a Mission Statement that clearly moves us in that direction.  Something like:  
Disciples bringing God’s reign of justice and peace.  We will need Worship to sustain us 
in this work.  We will need to continue Serving with compassion.  But the end we seek 
by worshiping and serving is God’s reign of justice and peace. 
                 
Please take time this week to write down your dream for Holy Spirit Parish and a one 
sentence Mission Statement that will move us toward that dream.  Bring it with you 
Thursday to the town hall meeting to share or get it to the parish office to be included in 
the report to the Parish Council on the 19th. 

 

     

Fr. Steven J. Brice 
frsteve@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

 
Deacon Richard A. Letto,  

Haiti Missions Coordinator 
deaconrick@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

 
Fr. Todd Mlsna, Associate Pastor  

tmlsna@diolclergy.org 
 

Deacon William J Holzhaeuser 
 Family Life Director 

deaconbill@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 
 

Kathy Muegge  
Administrative  

Coordinator 
kathy@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

 
Jessica Enstad,  

Director of Campus Ministry 
jessica@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

 
Becky Jirous, Finance Director 

tmlsna@diolclergy.org 
 

Julie Meadows,  
Director of Adult Faith Formation 
 julie@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

 
Natasha Enders, Liturgical Music Director  

natasha@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 
 

Leah Kurzynski, 
 Director of Faith Formation K-12 

leah@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 
                   _______________ 

 
PASTORAL COUNCIL 

 
Steve Bergin, Guy Gehrman,                    
Jim Kasukonis, Austin Lee,                    

Kurt Mansavage, Chet Przybylski,      
Sandy Retzki, Dave Rosenthal,               

Joanna Slattery, Sue Vetter, Susan Zach 
                  ________________ 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Justin Moroder, Vern Schroth 

SAVE THE DATE! 
January 27, 2023 
Season 3   -    9:15 AM - Spirit 

Come and See! 



                 
  Haiti Chili Supper  
       Saturday February 11, 2023 

  5:30pm-7:00pm in Spirit Hall 
 
Mark your calendars for the Annual Haiti Chili Supper! This is 
a great opportunity to enjoy several different types of Chili 
(With Noodles, Without Noodles, and Chicken Chili). New this 
Year will be a chicken noodle soup. This year will also be our 
Annual Haiti Teacher Salaries Fund Drive. Please plan on 
your contribution to this annual fund raiser. This is a great  
opportunity to enjoy a delicious meal, fellowship, and support 
our Parish Haiti Mission. We hope to see you there!  

Of time talent and treasure 

 

PARTICIPATION AT MASS 

December  31/January 1, 2023 

5pm — 141        8am — 90             

10:30am — 105        6pm — 58        

                    

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH GIVING 

Week Ending December 30, 2022 

 

Auto drafts & Debit/Credit Cards...…...$8,426 

      Envelopes………………...………....$33,180 

        Offertory…………………...…….…$1,581 

           Total….………....……...…....….$43,187 

 

Christmas Envelopes…………….....… $10,885 

 

Please note that we will no longer be mailing the Bulletin/
Newsletter editions. 
 
The next Bulletin/Newsletter is to be published for the 
weekend of January 29th.   
 
If you would like to have these editions mailed, please 
call or email Kathy at the parish office.  (715) 344-9117 
kathy@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 

To all who generously donated to 
the Retirement Fund for Religious - 
Thank You: 
A sister writes, “We remember the 
many people who believe in the    
Retirement Fund for Religious,   
thanking them in prayer for their great 
generosity and compassion.” God 
bless you for donating to the  
Retirement Fund for Religious! 

Transitions of Grace 
 

Wedding Anniversaries:  Congratulations and blessings to 
these couples of the parish who are celebrating a milestone year 
of marriage this January: 
     Brian & Heidi Oberstadt 
     Donald & Rita Zalewski 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS  - FAITH AND FEAR                               By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 
Faith and Fear 
When I was little, you could tell I believed in the destructive power of the monsters who lived beneath my bed because I would never let my ankles 
anywhere near the bottom of the mattress. (It’s common knowledge that bare ankles are premium monster bait — ask any child you know).  
 
You can often tell what a person believes by what they fear.  
 
But here’s the thing: belief isn’t always enough. It’s obvious that Herod believed in Christ’s power because of how terrified he was by it and by the 
room he made in his life for the possible impact of the Messiah. In fact, if belief was the only measure of orthodoxy, you could stand most modern 
Christians next to Herod and he would tower above them. Remember, there’s something just as bad as disobeying God: discounting Him. I know I 
am guilty of that in a thousand small ways each day. In the person I ignore or the opinion I sneer at. In the unkind words I let roll from my tongue. 
In the prayers of thanksgiving that I don’t say because I am “too busy.”  
 
I believe in God, but I do not fear Him — mostly because my very modern understanding of the concept of “fear” would lump God in with those 
monsters beneath my bed.  
 
But what if we understood fear in a more traditional sense — awe, reverence, and wonder? “All kings shall pay him homage, all nations shall serve 
him.” — Psalm 72:11   When Herod heard the news of the coming of the Messiah, it compelled him to do something. Not the right thing, mind you, 
but something.  It moved him into action. So, then, it should move us all.  
 
We saw his star at its rising, and have come to do him homage. — Matthew 2:2 

The Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 
Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever.   

Amen 
 




