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The Disciple Maker Index survey will assist us in achieving our vision. The results of the survey are telling us that we are making
great strides in some areas. However, it’s also indicating that there is opportunity for improvement in other areas.

Our staff, leadership team and parish council will be reviewing these results to determine what steps can be taken in light of
achieving our parish vision and incorporating those actions into our Five-Year Plan. Here are the highlights of the survey results:

DEMOGRAPHICS

In spring of 2021, our parish took part in a national study called the Disciple Maker Index. About 350 parishioners responded to
the survey, which was conducted by the Catholic Leadership Institute. This equates to about 1/3 of our Mass-going parishioners. 

The goal of this study is to provide parishioners with an opportunity to reflect on their spiritual growth and involvement in the
parish, in turn providing insight to parish leadership as to how we can improve and grow as disciples of Jesus. As you know our
mission at St Peter parish is to Make Missionary Disciples. The way to accomplish this is through our vision, which is:

SURVEY RESULTS

Saint Peter Parish is where Christ is personally encountered, intentionally followed and joyfully shared.
Members will worship together, grow spiritually, serve others, build community and give cheerfully.

The people that participated in the survey fall into the following demographic
categories. There is a wide distribution of age brackets that participated in the
survey. The amount of time in the parish shows that we have a great deal of
longevity in the parish.

PART 1  

ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH

AUGUST 29, 2021

Over 75
 

66-75
 

56-65
 

46-55
 

36-4526-35
 

18-25
 

Under 18
 

Age
Bracket

20+ Years
 

11-20 Years
 

6-10 Years3-5 Years
 

1-2 Years<1 Year
 How Many

Years Have
You Been In
The Parish?

STRENGTHS

Belief: Scripture is Word of God
Belief: Eucharist is Body & Blood of Christ
Recommend Parish

St. Peter
73%
70%
60%

Diocese
70%
72%
56%

National
69%
71%
53%

We were pleased to see the following items as our strengths. The numbers indicate
that a good majority of respondents strongly agree in our Catholic core beliefs.



OPPORTUNITIES

Mass Attendance
Individual Prayer Time
Catholic Devotions

St. Peter
90%
86%
48%

Diocese
90%
89%
46%

National
94%
87%
43%

One of the most significant ways to indicate the support of an
idea or experience is if one would recommend it. In our case,
60% of our respondents indicated that they strongly agree
that they would recommend our parish to a friend. This result
is better than both the diocese and national average.

Another strength of ours is in our prayer life. The results indicate that we are a very prayerful community and are in alignment
with both the diocesan and national averages. Most of our respondents attend Mass and spend time individually in prayer either
monthly or more often.

Prayer is a choice made by us to personally encounter Christ  and intentionally follow Him. These results prove that our 
members are worshipping together and growing spiritually through Mass and prayer.

While these numbers are high among the respondents, it is critical that we continue to put forth effort in reaching those who
have not responded. This area continues to be a major area of focus for our parish.

Offers music that deepens my desire to participate more fully in the Sunday liturgy
Conversations: Confidence in teachings
Conversations: Sharing Personal Story
Conversations: Sharing Jesus Story

St. Peter
23%
25%
26%
26%

Diocese
34%
18%
15%
18%

National
32%
16%
13%
17%

As good as the above results are, the survey also shows us that we do have room for
improvement. Only a quarter of respondents strongly agree that we offer music that
deepens their desire to participate more fully in the Sunday liturgy. Responding to previous
survey results, we added a contemporary song supplement to provide a mix of newer and
older styles of music. This happened just before the covid-19 shutdown. We would like to
improve in this area and Fr. Bob welcomes any additional feedback you can provide.

Although we are better than diocesan and national averages in the Conversations category, as missionary disciples we are ALL
called to share the Good News of Jesus Christ anytime, anywhere. 

Another key element in being a missionary disciple is the practice of extending an invitation to others to attend a parish activity
or Mass. Our results indicate that over 80% of respondents have done this only once or twice a year or have never done so. 

We have a lot of work to do in these areas and have already begun with two initiatives: ChristLife and Evangelical Catholic. 

Our parish has offered and continues to offer a way for parishioners to learn how to share their faith with others. We began to
offer the ChristLife series in 2017. The ChristLife series helps you to Discover Christ, Follow Christ and then Share Christ. It
teaches the basic tenets of our faith and how to reach out and invite others to faith-related activities. This series provides
individuals with tools and the practice in using them in each of the three segments. Several hundred people have already taken
advantage of this experience to grow in their faith. This series will be offered again starting in September of this year. 

Another initiative which will help in all of these areas is Evangelical Catholic. It is in the beginning stages of being launched. This,
too, will aid us in bringing the Gospel to our neighborhoods, workplaces and families. 

The percentages below indicate that only ¼ of respondents strongly agree that St Peter’s equips them to have conversations
about their faith with family and friends by teaching them how to share their personal witness story and the story of Jesus. In
addition, only ¼ strongly agree that St Peter’s helps them grow their confidence in the Church’s teachings so they can answer
other’s questions. 

The Eucharist and the Word of God are fundamental in personally encountering Christ which leads us to intentionally follow Him
and ultimately share Him. We are better than or in line with the diocesan and national average in the core beliefs of our Catholic
faith. These results indicate that we are in alignment with 
our vision.
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