
Homily Notes – 16th Sunday Ordinary Time – 18 July 2021 
1st - Jer 23:1-6, 2nd - Eph 2:13-18, Gospel - Mk 6:30-34.  

 

Theme: The high importance of godly leaders who are capable of teaching, 
with a special focus on the leadership of parents. 

 

1. How important is leadership!  Yahoo's new chief gets $70M pay package. New Yahoo Chief 
Executive Marissa Mayer's compensation package could total more than $70 million in salary, bonuses, 
restricted stock, and stock options over five years, according to a regulatory filing made by the company 
Thursday. Mayer's pay package is broken out into $1 million in annual salary, as much as $2 million in an 
annual bonus, and $42 million in stock options and other awards, as well as $14 million in "make whole 
restricted options" for forfeiture of compensation from Google Inc. As the first female Google engineer 
and one of its earliest employees, Mayer's net worth is already estimated to be as much as $300 million. 
This illustrates how important it is to have the “right” leadership! 
 

2. Leadership in the Bible is often referred to as the “shepherds” of a people. These can be religious 
leaders or the leaders of the nation. For us, that would include all religious leaders, bishops, pastors, 
deacons, elders, but also teachers, administrators, board members and academics. On the secular side it 
would include all national leaders, state leaders, and local community leaders as well as decision-makers 
in all businesses. In a biblical sense, all these are people with the care of oversight, guidance, and 
protection of a group of people. Oh, yes, that also includes fathers and mothers who have this role in the 
family. 
 

3. Summary from the readings:  
In the first reading, the prophet Jeremiah, (VI century B.C.), thunders against Israel’s careless 
leaders - the king, some priests, and some court prophets – for their corruption, for their contempt 
for the commandments, and their lack of concern for the poor. He also foretells the rise of a good, 
new shepherd in the family line of David.  

 

Today’s Good Shepherd Psalm (23rd)  affirms David’s faith and trust in God, “the Good 
Shepherd.”  

 

The second reading introduces Jesus as the shepherd of both Jews and Gentiles and that he came 
and “preached peace” to both camps.  
 

In the Gospel reading we can see the importance of Jesus’s teaching. Jesus was trying to get away 
with his disciples after their first mission, but when confronted with the mass of the people who 
were “like sheep without a shepherd,” he began to teach them many things. These readings all 
indicate the importance of godly teaching in the ministry of Jesus, and, indeed throughout the Old 
and the New Testament. Leadership which is able to both lead and instruct (teach) is so very 
important. 

 

4. Cultural background: The importance of the role of the Pope as a teaching shepherd is depicted 
very powerfully in art at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. See the homily notes online for a beautiful 
description of this. 
 
 

5. At the Second Vatican Council, the importance of the ministry of the Word, the teaching ministry of 
the Church was highlighted by a liturgical ceremony every day in which the Book of the Gospels was 
brought into the Council Room and “enthroned” before the venerable council. And the Council taught,  

 The Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures just as she venerates the body of the Lord, 
since, especially in the sacred liturgy, she unceasingly receives and offers to the faithful the bread 
of life from the table both of God's word and of Christ's body (From the Constitution on Divine 
Revelation, #21, CCC ). 

 

6. An exercise in Bible reading. The following passages all describe good and bad functions of 
shepherds. Read them all and reflect on what guidance they give. 
 



a. Jeremiah 23:1-6. This is a condemnation of bad shepherds. Note that the remaining 34 verses 
of this chapter are a denunciation of bad priests and prophets (who are among the most important 
shepherds [leaders] of the people). God then promises that he will himself take share of his sheep, 
prefiguring Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd. 
 

b. Ezekiel 34: describes bad shepherds. “Woe to the shepherds of Israel who have been pasturing 
themselves! Should not shepherds, rather, pasture sheep?” God then promises to provide a “good 
shepherd.” 
 

c. Zech 11:4-17: There is a surprise in this chapter. The bad shepherds “will take no note of those 
who perish, nor seek the strays nor heal the injured, nor feed what survives – he will eat the flesh 
of the fat ones and tear off their hoofs. 
 

d. Isa 56:11 (9-12) – “They are relentless dogs, they know not when they have enough. These are 
the shepherds who know no discretion; Each of them goes his own way, every one of them to his 
own gain: 
“Come, I will fetch some wine; let us carouse with strong drink, Tomorrow will be like today, or 
even greater.”  Others: Isa 40:11; John 10:1-18; Matt 18:10-14; Lk 15:4-7; Num 27:17 and 
others. 

 

After reading all these, make two lists: the first of all bad behavior that is condemned by God; the second, 
all the good, responsible behavior that should be characteristic of a good shepherd, a Christian leader. 
How important it is to have godly leaders!  How destructive to a people or a nation to have evil leaders. 
 
Example of one key value necessary to be a good shepherd: Disinterestedness. See online example of 
this virtue as exemplified in George Washington. 
 
 

7. Since we have a baptism this morning, let us reflect a bit more on the role of fathers and mothers 
as “shepherds” of their families. 

 

 The husband has the primary role. Husbands are the “head of the wife” and family with the role 
of providing and protecting. Spiritually the active involvement of the “man of the house” is crucial for the 
formation of the children. The husband is to be obedient and submissive to Christ as a model. We men 
need to set a good model of obedience to God if we expect everyone else in the family to also be obedient 
to all legitimate authority. 
 The wife has a similar role, although under, in a certain sense to her husband’s authority.                   
The fourth commandment states “honor your father and your mother that your days may be long upon the 
earth that the Lord has given you.” Husband and wife need to be a good team, always united, working 
together. 
 

8. A good guideline for all actions in the family (and outside) comes from Micah 6:8, “You have 
been told, O man, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you? To do justice and to love 
goodness, and to walk humbly with your God.” This is what we are called to in baptism. Will we as 
parents be willing to live this kind of life and bring up our children to do the same? 
 

9. One important value to remember in the family is that dad and mom are supposed to be parents, 
not necessarily their children’s best friends. We, as parents, are responsible for formation and 
discipline of our children, always done in love. (See Heb 12:5-11 on the need for discipline). This is the 
reason that divorce is so destructive. Once the parents are separated, the children learn to play one against 
the other so that discipline and difficult guidance becomes almost impossible. 
 
10. In conclusion, how important is godly leadership?  What happens in a society where we no longer 
respect God and his commands? At Academy sports business they have had $13,000 worth of shoes 
stolen from the store since January 1! How will this affect our style of business and our social 
interactions? Are we as Catholic Christians willing to be salt and light to the world, or will we be silent? 
 



 
The two questions for every Mass:  

What should I offer to God in the offering this morning? 
 

What is the one thing I can gain from this Mass to make me the better-version-of-myself that God wants? 

 
 
Cultural background: The importance of the role of the Pope as a teaching shepherd is depicted 
very powerfully in art at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. At the very back of the basilica, there is one of the 
most famous pieces in art history, done by the great sculptor Bernini. It’s called the “Altar of the Chair”. 
It is so famous that it marks the beginning of the baroque era. Pope Alexander VII had commissioned 
Bernini to build a sumptuous monument which would give prominence to the ancient wooden chair 
believed to have actually been used by St. Peter. “Bernini built a throne in gilded bronze richly 
ornamented with bas-reliefs, in which the chair was enclosed: two pieces of furniture, one within the 
other. At the top of the altar, there is the brilliant translucent image of the Holy Spirit in the form of a 
dove surrounded by angels. The Holy Spirit is descending upon a huge bronze chair which houses what, 
in the 16th century, was believed to be the actual chair on which St. Peter sat to teach the people of Rome. 
Peter’s chair is a symbol of the teaching authority of the Church and particularly of the Popes, the 
successors of St. Peter, who are Christ’s vicars on earth. The most formal teachings of the Church are said 
to be “ex cathedra,” meaning literally “from the chair”. Underneath the chair there are four bishops, who 
are all famous teaching saints in the early Church – Athanasius, John Chrysostom, Augustine, and 
Ambrose – who are depicted referring to and spiritually upholding the teaching authority of the Church 
and the papacy. But the element that is most relevant to today’s Scriptures is found sculpted into the 
backrest of the Chair. It’s a depiction of Peter feeding Christ’s sheep. It’s a reference to the end of St. 
John’s Gospel when Jesus asked Peter three times, “Simon, son of John, so you love me?” Peter replied 
that he did. And Jesus responded, “Feed my lambs,” “tend my sheep.”  Peter’s obedience in caring for 
Christ’s sheep is seen above all, therefore, in his TEACHING OF Christ’s truth. Every year on 
February 22, the Church celebrates the feast of the Chair of St. Peter, to commemorate St. Peter’s 
teaching in Rome. 
 
Example of one key value necessary to be a good shepherd: Disinterestedness. Frequently the 
shepherds are depicted as feeding off of the flock, not feeding or pasturing the flock. This means using 
one’s position for personal gain. A key word in values is “disinterestedness”. It means freedom from bias 
or from selfish motives. 

 Disinterestedness is one of the essential civic virtues that Americans must have (citizens of any 
democracy with freedom), because it prevents a single faction from taking too much power in 
government and prevents the oligarchy from which the founders tried so hard to protect future 
generations. 

George Washington, arguably the most influential founder for the modern generation, 
demonstrated disinterestedness by stepping down from the presidency in September of 1796. He 
had the option of keeping the presidency, and the people were even willing to vote for him as an 
absolute monarch. He refused this because he had experienced life under an absolute monarch, and 
he did not want that fate for the future generations of Americans. Instead, he acted disinterestedly. 
The disinterestedness that he demonstrated was emulated by many of the presidents following 
him. If the people of America do not show disinterestedness, they end up corrupting the 
government and making it work towards their own personal benefits. Disinterestedness is 
fundamental to preventing democratic despotism and ensuring the rights of the minority. 

 


