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HOLY FAMILY SEMINARY UPDATE 2012 

 

Greetings, Brothers in Christ! 

 

In the first issue of the alumni newsletter, we talked about the property on Ashby Road being sold to the City 

of Overland, who turned it into a city park. We also talked about an historical marker that was placed outside 

the Congregation’s cemetery in back of the property, so visitors to the park could read about the former use of 

our hallowed grounds. 

 

We received an e-mail from an alumnus who was surprised to hear that the community cemetery was still on 

the Ashby Road property, and he wondered why it wasn’t transferred to San Antonio, Texas when the 

Missionaries moved their operations there.  He also asked if the cemetery will be used in the future. 

 

The cost to exhume all the members and move them was more than what the community could afford. The 

contract agreement with the City of Overland is that the community will retain the rights to the cemetery, but 

the City of Overland’s Parks Department will take care of the maintenance. When the City of Overland took 

over the Ashby Road property, the cemetery was in dire need of repair, with weeds growing in and around the 

property, and the fence needing work. There were a few citizens from Overland who got together and took it 

upon themselves to replace the fencing and gates and clean up the inside and outside of the cemetery. 

 

Although possible, it is very unlikely that Missionaries of the Holy Family will bury members in the Ashby 

Road Cemetery in the future. Some current members have requested that, upon death, they be shipped to their 

hometown for internment, and these requests have been granted. Some plots were bought at a local Catholic 

cemetery in St. Louis, where three members of the community have since been interred. There are also plots in 

a Catholic cemetery in San Antonio where members are buried, with open plots still available at each place. 

 

Regarding all that has happened, we need your feedback. The suggestion was made to embark on a new 

project, whereby the alumni association could begin a fund to purchase a monument for the cemetery. The 

monument would be used for the past, present, and future. The name, dates of birth and death, and the place of 

internment for each deceased community member would be included. 

 

Do you like this idea? Or, do you have another idea for an alumni project? Your feedback would be greatly 
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appreciated! You are enthusiastically encouraged to contact Maurice “Maury” Prater, Advancement Director 

for the Missionaries of the Holy Family, by postal mail (return envelope provided), telephone, or e-mail: 

 

3014 Oregon Avenue, Saint Louis, MO 63118-1412 

(888) 484-9945 � MPrater@MSF-America.org 

 

Or, e-mail your response through our alumni website: 

 

www.holyfamilyseminaryalumni.catholicweb.com 

 

We want to hear from you! 

 

 

OUR NEW HOLY FAMILY PRIEST 
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Father Robert DeLong, M.S.F. (center) celebrates his first Mass as an ordained Priest of Jesus Christ, a Mass of Thanksgiving, 
on Saturday, December 31, 2011 at Holy Family Parish in New Braunfels, Texas, 

the church where he was ordained the previous evening. 

WE HAVE MEN IN FORMATION 

 

According to Father Jim Wasser, M.S.F., the Formation Director for the Missionaries of the Holy Family, 

three men are expected to begin their studies in San Antonio in August 2012 to become members of the 

community. One is a candidate for the priesthood, and the other two are candidates for the brotherhood. The 

Berthier House on Cas Hills Drive in San Antonio is now the Vocation & Formation Center. The three 

candidates will live at the Berthier House, along with Father Wasser and the Vocation Director, Father Mario 

Galindo, M.S.F. The Missionaries of the Holy Family are no longer renting a formation house from the 

Archdiocese of San Antonio. The Berthier House has recently undergone some renovations, including new 

landscaping, made possible by a grant from the National Religious Retirement Organization. Much more about 

our new candidates will be available in the winter issue of The Messenger magazine. 
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REQUIESCAT IN PACE 

 

Fortified with the Sacraments of Holy Mother Church, Father 

Leonard Henry Kelly, M.S.F. died Friday, May 18, 2012 at 

Padua Place Nursing Home in San Antonio. He was born on 

February 27, 1925 in Gambo, Newfoundland in Canada, the 

son of Michael Patrick Kelly and Iva Label Burges. He is 

survived by a brother, Michael, and a sister, Marie. 

 

Father Kelly joined the Missionaries of the Holy Family in 

1949 and attended Holy Family Seminary in Overland on 

Ashby Road. He entered the Novitiate on August 15, 1951, 

made his First Profession of Vows on August 15, 1952, and 

made his Perpetual Profession of Vows on August 15, 1955. 

He was ordained to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ on June 1, 

1957. He served in the Dioceses of Brownsville and Corpus 

Christi and in the Archdiocese of San Antonio. 

COME & SEE WEEKEND 2012 

 

The Missionaries of the Holy Family, in partnership with the Apostolate for Family Consecration, are holding 

a Come & See Weekend, October 26-28, for men interested in learning about the priesthood or brotherhood. 

The retreat will take place at the beautiful Ave Maria Retreat Center in Danville, Illinois, owned by Dr. John 

and Mary Timmons. For more information, or to sign up a candidate, please call toll free, 1-888-484-9945, or 

visit www.holyfamilyseminaryalumni.catholicweb.com. 

 

STILL SEEKING 

 

We are looking for contact information or the whereabouts of James “Keith” Bender and Bernard “Bernie” 

Broeckling, both from the Saint Louis area and from the graduating class of 1967. Do you know where we can 

find Keith or Bernie? 

 

WANTED 

 

We need someone from Texas to help us find alumni from Corpus Christi and the South Texas area, and to 

help us coordinate any projects or alumni socials to be held in conjunction with alumni from Saint Louis. 

Would you like to volunteer? 

 

MY FONDEST MEMORY OF HOLY FAMILY SEMINARY 

by Leon Frigillana, R.N. 

 

In early spring 1958, I rode my bike to the seminary on a Sunday afternoon, just to check it out. I encountered 

Father John McDermott, “Father Mac,” Vocation Director for the seminary high school. He gave me a tour, 

and he spoke to me about the priesthood, the Holy Family fathers and brothers, the community’s overall 

mission, and much more.  

 

His presentation was so convincing that I was sure this was for me. Immediately, I returned home, and, after 

dinner, I informed my parents that, in September, I was entering the seminary. And I did! 
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“It has become clear that much needs to be done 

to strengthen the vocation of marriage and the life 

of the Christian family. The Holy Family Prayer 

Book deserves to find a place in every family’s 

home!” 

— Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 

The Holy Family Prayer Book: Prayers for Every Family is devoted to the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 

Joseph as the standard of holiness for all families. The variety of original and traditional prayers are dedicated 

to helping families stay spiritually grounded in an increasingly secular world. 

 

Available in English and Spanish. The English version has a foreword by Cardinal Timothy Dolan of the 

Archdiocese of New York, and the Spanish version has a foreword by Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller of the 

Archdiocese of San Antonio. Both editions have an imprimatur by Bishop Emeritus Robert J. Hermann of the 

Archdiocese of Saint Louis. $8.99 

 

Available October 1. Pre-order today by calling Liguori Publications at (800) 325-9521, or order online by 

visiting www.Amazon.com and typing “Holy Family Prayer Book” in the search box. Proceeds will help pay 

for the healthcare expenses of our elderly priests and brothers. Thank you and God bless your family! 

MY FONDEST MEMORY, CONTINUED 

 

For the next seven years, I was educated by an extraordinary group of intelligent and caring men of the cloth. 

Father Mac was present throughout my seven-year journey, and he was my spiritual mentor and advisor. In my 

seventh year, Philosophy 2, doubts surfaced about my vocation to the priesthood. With Father Mac’s gentle 

wisdom, and after much prayer and thought, I made the difficult decision to leave, and I became a nurse. 

 

Father Mac had a favorite motto, “A.M.D.G.” Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam. All “for the greater glory of God!” 


