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HOLY FAMILY SEMINARY UPDATE 2014

Greetings, Friends in Christ!

In the immortal words of Father John McDermott (Fr. Mac): “Tempus Fugit!” Yes, time is flying by and it’s
time once again for the Annual Alumni Newsletter.

The Lay Apostolate Board of the Missionaries of the Holy Family met in San Antonio, Texas on Friday
afternoon, October 11, 2013. Some of the topics discussed were:

 Establish a permanent Vocation Director position (currently it is combined with Formation).
 Focus on formation of religious brothers (we have two Brother candidates in Formation).
 Add female members to the Apostolate Board (we did add three this year).
 Include people under the age of 30 to the Apostolate Board (we did add one this year).
 Recruit a person from Texas to serve as Coordinator of Alumni Events (volunteer position).
 Nominate a seminary alumnus, Mr. Leon Frigillana, to the Board (nomination was approved).

Since the Saint Louis members of the Apostolate Board were not available to attend the meeting in San
Antonio, there was a follow up meeting in early November in the rectory of Saint Wenceslaus Church. Some
of the topics covered were:

 How can the Board members in Saint Louis actively promote vocations?
 How can we be more effective with social media?
 Will our Family Moment videos airing on EWTN attract any vocations?
 What is best for the Holy Family Cemetery, a monument or engraved paver bricks (see back cover)?

Alumni Project Recommendations

 Find the permanent student records that were originally stored on Ashby Road!
 Organize an Alumni Reunion in Missouri and Texas for 2015.

+JMJ+



REMEMBERING WHEN
by Father James Wasser, M.S.F.

Remembering the early days at Holy Family Sem-
inary is like, in many ways, reviewing my past
high school and college days along with many
other seminarians.

Holy Family Seminary was, and still is, a very
beautiful property spread out over 33.50 acres of
majestic oak and cedar trees of many differ-
ent varieties. When living there as a young semi-
narian, I always looked forward to autumn, winter
and spring.

During the months of September through Novem-
ber, you could always count on Mother Nature to
wield her multi-colored paint brushes on the au-
tumn leaves. With the leaves bearing their beauti-
ful colors and the lake set in the middle of it all, it
was a living portrait of God's beauty.Fr. Jim (at the ambo) in the late 1970s at Holy Family Seminary.

Winters at the seminary were always very cold. Yet, when the snows came and the lake froze over, there was
great fun down on the lake with ice skating and Fr. Rindt's famous “hot chocolate” and his homemade pot of
chili. It was a great time for both seminarians as well as our surrounding neighbors.

Following the winter months came spring. Spring was also a time when Mother Nature again worked her
magic. The once barren trees began to shed new life, and the hills among the trees turned green with the new
grass springing forth. Of course, that meant the start of another grass-cutting season for all the seminarians, as
well as gardening and clean-up of the property from what winter left behind.

During the early days, I recall the many hours of study and academic work required if one wanted to follow
through and become a priest or religious brother. There were many hours of teaching at the seminary by the
Missionaries of the Holy Family. These hours of teaching were indeed a blessing for them as well as, at times,
a sacrifice. All were dedicated to being there for the seminarians and walking with them down the road to ful-
filling their vocations.

Not all of the work and caring for the seminary and other areas were carried out by the ordained staff. We
were truly blessed in having the Oblate Sisters of Santa Marta present to handle the cooking and laundry
needs of the seminary. Also involved with the seminary were the men and women known as the “Patrons.”
These were parents and friends of the seminarians who were extremely dedicated to whatever the needs were
for the good of the seminary. They held many different types of social activities that greatly assisted us in the
area of finances as well as property care.

As I look back on a personal level, I was blessed to have known many noble members of our province
throughout the years. Men like: Fr. John McDermott, Fr. James Lienert, Fr. Joseph Mathey, Fr. Larry Rindt,
Fr. Jerry Mackin, Fr. Joseph Groben, Bro. Giles Gaul, Bro. Jude Treviño, Fr. John Dowling, and Fr. Joseph
Roelke, as well as many, many more. These men and others have gone before us for the purpose of spreading
the message of the Holy Family and the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. God bless your family!

+JMJ+



Novices in Chile: Oscar and Augustus are standing (far left).

HOLY FAMILY FORMATION REPORT
by Father Alberto Treviño, M.S.F.

On July 1, 2013, I accepted ministry positions in the areas of Vocation and Formation. Our community was
saddened with the passing of Father Mario Galindo in May 2013 who was serving as Vocation Director. Fa-
ther Jim Wasser, who was the Formation Director at the time, asked to be assigned to a parish. Since I had
done both ministries before, I was asked to take responsibility for both positions.

Father Feddy Himawan was asked to help me in the vocation ministry. Father Feddy took care of the vocation
talks and workshops, and I took care of the communications via mail and e-mail inquiries from men interested
in learning more about religious life. However, Father Feddy will be returning to his home province of Java,
Indonesia on Sunday, September 14. We will greatly miss him!

Since we are short on personnel, the provincial government decided that our two novices will serve their novi-
tiate period in Chile with men from our international provinces in South America. The Chile Province is run-
ning a novitiate program with their own candidates and others from the provinces of Argentina, North Brazil,
South Brazil, and East Brazil, as well as our candidates from North America.

On January 2, 2014, I flew with our two novices to Santiago, Chile. They officially entered the novitiate dur-
ing a ceremony on January 11. This ceremony also included the first profession of vows of a novice from the
North Brazil Province. Nine of the ten men who entered the novitiate are still in the program.

This novitiate is a great way for our candidates to get to know the international aspect of our community. Both
of our candidates are learning Spanish and getting to know members from other provinces. They are also serv-
ing in the ministries of the Chile Province.

Both of our novices are Brother candidates:

 Oscar Resendez is from Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Seguin, Texas, which is served by our Order.
 Augustus Chijioke Akudolu is originally from Nigeria, an African nation.

Below is the address of the Seminario de la Sagrada Familia (Holy Family Seminary) in Santiago, Chile, and I
hope you will write to them and encourage them in this very special year. They would really welcome your
prayers, cards, and letters. The novitiate year will run from January 11, 2014 to January 12, 2015. So far, they
are scheduled to make their first vows while still in Chile.

Seminario Sagrada Familia
Las Jazmines 6055, Las Rejas sur
Estación Central Santiago
Chile

We also have a priest candidate who is scheduled to
join us this fall if he can get a student visa. Please
keep us in your prayers and keep praying for voca-
tions. If you are ever in San Antonio, stop by the
Berthier Formation House for a visit.

I invite you to help us with the promotion of reli-
gious vocations, especially in your home parish.

I remain your brother in Jesus, Mary & Joseph!



ALUMNI PROJECT

As mentioned on the front cover, the Apostolate Board members in Saint Louis discussed the Holy Family
Cemetery. Instead of a monument, which would be rather expensive, engraved paver bricks could be used as
a walkway or placed around the crucifix in the cemetery (like a patio area). We feel the paver bricks are
more affordable and a lot easier to work with than a monument.

The whole purpose of this project is to remember and pray for the deceased members of our community,
whether they are buried at Holy Family Cemetery or in other locations around the country. Every deceased
Holy Family priest or brother would have his name engraved on a paver brick. So, what do you think?

To make this project work, it depends on the commitment of the Holy Family Seminary Alumni Association.
Do you like the idea? Would you support it financially? WE NEED YOUR FEEDBACK!

Please send your comments, ideas, and suggestions to Maurice Prater at the Advancement Office:

 MPrater@MSF-America.org and (314) 577-6300 or (888) 484-9945
 3014 Oregon Avenue, Saint Louis, MO 63118

CONTACT INFORMATION NEEDED

 Robert Dietz, Bruce Giboney, and Robert Williams from the Class of 1965
 James (Keith) Bender and Bernard (Bernie) Brockling from the Class of 1967

REQUIESCAT IN PACE

Fortified with the Sacraments of Holy Mother Church, Brother John Griffin, M.S.F., age 68, died on Sunday,
March 16, 2014 in San Antonio, Texas. He made his perpetual vows on August 15, 2003.

We have also learned that Rev. Peter McNamara has died. He was from the freshman class of 1957.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

IN CLOSING

If you have any stories of your memories of Holy Family Seminary or pictures that you would like to share,
we would love to hear from you. We are currently looking for pictures of the old Book Store (before the fire)
and Sawmill. Again, just contact Maurice in the Advancement Office. God bless your family! +JMJ+


