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SIXTY (60!) YEARS AGO ALREADY
by Weldon Tieken — High School Freshman Class of 1957

On September 28, 1895, Father John Berthier, M.S. (a La Salette priest) founded the Missionaries of the Holy
Family (M.S.F.) in Grave, Holland. One of his goals was to accept belated vocations, which he thought there
was a need for during his day.

In 1956, the Missionaries of the Holy Family, North American Province, decided to expand their seminary in
Overland, Missouri to include a high school department. The first class of freshmen began with 15 students.
Three students were from out of state and 12 were from the Saint Louis area. Classes began on September 6,
1957. It was a completely different style of living for all the students. There were religious exercises, as well
as study and work periods.

Weldon making Temporary Vows on August 15, 1962.

Students were allowed visitors only on Sunday
afternoons. Once a month, students from Saint
Louis could go home on Saturday afternoon, but
they had to be back on Sunday in time for
evening religious exercises.

The following years led to sophomore, junior,
and senior classes. There was already a college
department in place.

Student enrollment eventually began to decline,
and, in 1968, the high school was closed with
only one senior graduating that year. The
senior’s name was Joe Roelke, and he went on to
become a priest — eventually, provincial
superior of the Missionaries of the Holy Family.

This September marks 60 years since the high
school first opened its doors. Many students and
priests have memories we will never forget!

+JMJ+



PROVINCIAL
PERSPECTIVE

by Very Rev. Philip Sosa, M.S.F.

Over the many years as a professed
member of the Missionaries of the
Holy Family, I have seen our num-
bers decline. We are not the only
religious community experiencing
this lack of vocations. In spite of the
small number of only 20 members
(14 priests, 1 brother, and 5 interna-
tional priests), the work and cooper-
ation of our community has been
good.

Our North American Province has
been able to stay on sound fiscal
ground. Given the economic situa-
tion of the country, we do have to
keep a watchful eye on our finances.

Some Missionaries of the Holy Family at an Assembly Meeting in April 2017.

Our Mission Advancement Office was a good investment, and it was established by Father Joe Roelke. Pres-
ently, Maury Prater is the director, and the office offers us several resources to help promote our community:
The Messenger magazine, Perpetual Mass Association Enrollments, Holy Family Circle giving club, Friends
of the Holy Family prayer association, and Family Forever Society for bequests.

The International Co-Op Program has blessed us with the presence of five priests, four from the Java Prov-
ince in Indonesia and one from the Madagascar Province in Africa. They are involved in our parishes, and
they help us with mission appeals, which also financially benefits their provinces, too. The international prov-
inces involved in the program to date have been Poland, Java, and Madagascar.

Vocations are a serious concern and this is a priority. We must continue praying to the Master  of the
Harvest! The Apostolate for Family Consecration, a lay organization, has contacted us since the family apos-
tolate is also their mission. They hope to direct possible vocations to our community.

Years ago, because of the large number of members, two annual retreats were offered. Now we have one an-
nual retreat in October at the Oblate Renewal Center in San Antonio, Texas. Everyone is required to be there,
and it is a good community experience.

Caring for our religious elders has always been a priority, too. Our house on Cas Hills in San Antonio
is an elder-friendly home, and members are invited to live there. We also have two retired members at Padua
Place nursing home in San Antonio. Retirees can negotiate as to their place of retirement.

Given the small number of members, there may be a change in our government structure. We could operate
like a regional area directly responsible to the Superior General in Rome. A regional superior would have the
same responsibility as a provincial superior. Nothing else would change in the daily life of the province.

Keep us in your prayers, and please pray for vocations. Thank you for your continued support and friendship.

May God bless your family!

+JMJ+



VOCATION UPDATE
North American Province

by Rev. James Wasser, M.S.F.

Rev. Ignatius “Father Feddy” Himawan, M.S.F. is
the new Vocation Director for the Missionaries of
the Holy Family in the North American Province.
Because there has been such a brief transition,
however, I am providing this update as the former
director.

First, regarding our Formation Program, we pres-
ently have not accepted any candidates for the fall
of 2017. This does not mean that we aren’t doing
anything to foster vocations!

Each week, we receive approximately 8 to 10 in-
quiries from our two main vocational resources,
which are online services: Vision Magazine and
Vocation Placement. Both groups receive requests
from men interested in religious life. Father Jim blessing students from Saint Frances Cabrini Academy.

In turn, these requests are shared with different religious vocation directors around the United States who have
signed up to receive these listings. From this point, it is up to the individual vocation director to decide wheth-
er or not he wants to respond to a particular candidate.

When the Missionaries of the Holy Family receive a request, this same request is being sent to almost 140 oth-
er communities such as ours. So the competition is very tough. Many small communities are seeing a decline
in religious vocations, but that does not mean we stop seeking out men for the priesthood!

Another problem that we face is the fact that almost 60% of the men making inquiries are over the age of 50,
and they are unable to finance their education, including room and board. This is indeed a big deterrent for us.

We are also receiving requests from foreign countries. Prospects are then directed to other provinces of the
Missionaries of the Holy Family that are closer to the homelands of the inquiring candidates.

So, even though qualified prospects are few at present, we need to continue to look to the future. When we
have our Chapter Meeting in October 2017, we will be making additional plans about our community.

Now, to end on a positive note, there is one young man extremely interested in our  community, and I
keep in contact with him every two weeks. He is currently in a summer program that provides the opportunity
to work with many poor people. Please keep him in your prayers.

May God bless you and your family. Continue to pray daily for our province, as well as for those men consid-
ering God’s call to the religious life. Peace in the Holy Family! +JMJ+

ALSO WANTED (in addition to more vocations)...

… Yearbooks! We are trying to put together a Library of Seminary Yearbooks, and we are missing ones for
1962, 1965, and 1966. Does anyone have a copy of these yearbooks that we can borrow?

If so, please e-mail Weldon Tieken at placma@aol.com or Maury Prater at mprater@msf-america.org.



The Old Sawmill

REST IN PEACE

 Rev. John (Jack) Kilburg, M.S.F. died on No-
vember 6, 2016.

Through the website of www.ancestry.com, we
have learned of the deaths of three of our former
seminarians:

Mr. Ruben A. Falcon died on March 31,
1995.

 Mr. James George Dryer, Jr. died on July 12,
2005.

 Mr. Peter Joseph Hines died on October 26,
2015.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let per-
petual light shine upon them. Amen. May the souls
of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.

IN CLOSING

If you would like to submit an article about your time at Holy Family Seminary, we would love to hear from
you. Or, if you have any photographs to share, we would like them, too! Please send your materials to Maury
Prater at 3014 Oregon Avenue, Saint Louis, MO 63118-1412, or via e-mail at mprater@msf-america.org.

God bless your family. +JMJ+

Holy Family Prayer Book
Prayers for Every Family

Original prayers written by the Missionaries of the Holy Family,
plus traditional prayers.

Available in English & Spanish. Only $8.99!

Purchase: 1-800-325-9521 and www.liguori.org
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