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I BASHED MY EYE 

 

by Doug Kruse — Class of 1957 
 
I bashed my eye on a 2 x 6 piece of lumber the night before I went to the seminary. In my excitement about the 
going away party, I ran helter-skelter through a dark garage, having forgotten the neighbors had put up 2 x 6 
wooden beams eye high to separate the parking spaces.  
 
With one eye dysfunctional, I was told to go to the seminary’s infirmary. As I entered the old building in 
search of the infirmary, I inhaled the musty smell of dusty old books when I passed the library. I was fond of 
the library, which is where I’d spend a lot of my work periods over the next four years. 

Doug making Temporary Vows on August 15, 1962. 

Going up the big staircase to the second floor, I 
was fascinated with its hugeness and its doubled-
back split staircases halfway up to the second 
floor. It was grand! 
 
At the top of the stairs, I was greeted with the 
scent of old woodwork, thoroughly polished.  
The infirmary was right next to the Rector’s 
Office. Father Arthur  Ockwood, M.S.F. was the 
infirmarian, the first person I actually 
encountered at the seminary. He smiled as he 
medicated my eye and gave gentle orders that I 
should come back twice a day until my eye 
healed. This is my first memory of Holy Family 
Seminary on Ashby Road. 
 
I took one weeping eye to bed with me that first 
night, but I’m pretty sure I wept from both eyes 
before I fell asleep. I felt not just alone, but 
abandoned for the first time in my life. I found a 
second ally in Father John “Father Mac” 
McDermott who listened and reassured me.   
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by Doug Kruse 
 
He even got me to laugh a little! I 
took his advice to wait a month and 
see how I’d feel at the end of the 
month, by which time, of course, I 
didn’t want to leave. 
 
So, in my first two major encounters 
at the seminary, I found wisdom, 
care, and patience. 
 
In my experience, interactions like 
these — sometimes brief and 
originally given little attention — in 
hindsight, after many years and even 
decades of forgetfulness, come back 
to memory as times God touched my 
life through other people. 

Doug Kruse (left) and the future Very Rev. Philip Sosa, M.S.F. in 1968. 

Looking back, I see that something happened within me, something that enabled me to rise above my anxiety, 
then and now up to the present, too.                                                                                                                                                                             

+JMJ+ 

THE MESSENGER 
MAGAZINE 

 

 
The online version of the summer 2018 issue of The Messen-
ger magazine from the Missionaries of the Holy Family is 
now available at www.msf-america.org. 
 
Are you receiving the printed version of  The Messenger at 
your home? If not, be sure to let us know!  
 
Free, extra copies for your family and friends are also availa-
ble from the provincial office in Saint Louis, 1-888-484-9945 
or mprater@msf-america.org. 
  
Be sure to check out the many family life articles, including: 
 

 A Voice Crying in the Wilderness: 50th Anniversary of 
Humanae Vitae (On Human Life) 

 

 I Am the Prodigal Son 
 

 How to be a Saint (the Simple Way) 
 

Happy reading! +JMJ+ 



PROVINCIAL PERSPECTIVE 
 

by Very Rev. Philip Sosa, M.S.F. 
 
For many years, the Missionaries of the Holy Fam-
ily in the North American Province have been 
faithful to its purpose and commitment to the Good 
News with a large membership. Today, as times 
are changing, we have a smaller number of men 
and members are getting older. Of the 20 mem-
bers, five are from international provinces: one 
from Madagascar and four from Indonesia. 
 
As the result of small membership, the state of 
governance of the province has changed. The 
membership made the decision at the last provin-
cial chapter to be a delegation, which is a commu-
nity under the Generalate, according to the deci-
sions of the 2013 general chapter and in conformi-
ty with CIC 581. It is part of the government struc-
ture of the Congregation and functions like a local 
house community (Constitution 90).  

Father Phil at a recent baptism in Saint Wenceslaus Church. 

The Delegated Superior has all the rights and obligations of a major superior, including two assistants. The 
Delegated Superior is the legal representative before the State and the representative of the Congregation in the 
Conference of Major Superiors (CIC 620; DG 085). 
 
We are still taking care of five parishes, a chaplain at a nursing home, and one university professor. Recently, 
the provincial from Java recalled two of his members, but we are hopeful that we can get help from the other 
provinces. At the present time, we have no one as vocation director or formation director. However, the spirit 
of the members is still very positive. 
 
On Friday, August 17, 2018, Brother  Rolland Kapsner , M.S.F. will be celebrating his 50th Anniversary of  
First Profession of Vows at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Seguin, Texas. On Friday, June 1, 2018, I cele-
brated my 50th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ at Saint Joseph Church in Donna, 
Texas. I’ll also be having a celebration at Saint Wenceslaus Church in Saint Louis, Missouri. All are welcome 
on Saturday, August 25, at 4:00 p.m.! 
 
Currently, we have three priests in nursing homes: Father James Wuerth, M.S.F. and Father Simon 
Brzozowski, M.S.F. are at Padua Place in San Antonio, Texas. Father Arthur Ockwood, M.S.F. is in a nursing 
home in Canada in Ottawa, Ontario. This August, our General Superior from Rome will be making his canoni-
cal visitation of our Delegation. Please keep us in your prayers. Take care and God bless your family. 

Holy Family Prayer Book 
Prayers for Every Family 

 
Original prayers written by the Missionaries of the Holy Family, 
plus traditional prayers. 
 
Available in English & Spanish. Only $8.99!  
 
Purchase: 1-800-325-9521 and www.liguori.org 
 
Imprimatur. Seal of Approval by the Catholic Writers Guild. 



REST IN PEACE 
 
Through the website of www.ancestry.com, we 
have learned of the deaths of some of our former 
seminarians: 
 

 Robert Bedrosian died on October 1, 2014. 
 

 John Schmuck died on October 16, 2012. 
 

 Stephan Corkery died on August 1, 2002. 
 

 Chris Lopez (date of death unknown) 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. May the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARIES IN 2018 
 
Friday, June 1: Very Rev. Philip Sosa, M.S.F. has been a Priest of Jesus Christ for 50 years. The next 50 years 
will be even better, Father Phil… and may you still be the provincial! 
 
Wednesday, August 15: Brother Rolland Kapsner, M.S.F. will have made his First Profession of Vows as a 
Religious Brother 50 years ago. Hey, 50 more for you, too, young man! 
 
 

IN CLOSING 
 
We are trying to put together a library of Seminary Year Books, and we can’t seem to locate ones for: 
 

 1962 
 1965 
 1966 

 
Does anyone have any of these yearbooks that we could borrow? 
If so, please e-mail Weldon Tieken at placma@aol.com. 
 
If you would like to send us an article about your time at Holy Family, we would love to hear from you. If you 
have any pictures you could possibly share, we would like them, too! By the way, does anyone have a picture 
of the swimming pool (before the building went up) and the patio area that they can share? 
 
Please visit the Holy Family Seminary Alumni website at www.holyfamilyseminaryalumni.website. 

 
God bless your family. +JMJ+ 


